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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 1 
TUESDAY EVENING SESSION 
OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE 


by 
DEAN THOMAS E. BENNER, University of Illinois 


This is the opening meeting of the Third Summer Session Confer- 
ence on the Improvement of Instruction. I will identify those on 
the platform for you if I may: Professor Knudsen of George Peabody 
College for Teachers; Carl W. Allison, President of the Illinois High 
School Principals' Association; Professor Ted Ragsdale of the South- 
ern Illinois State Normal University of Carbondale, who is represent- 
ing President Pulliam, who was unable to attend; Superintendent Harris 
of Decatur; Professor Woody from the University of Pennsylvania; 
Dean Harno, Provost of the University of Illinis; and Professor 
Knight from Purdue University. 


Dean Harno is here to extend the university's welcome to the 
members of this conference. I have asked him to include in his re- 
marks of welcome a brief statement about the interest of which the 
university is taking in the improvement of instruction within its own 
walls ° 


WELC OME 


by 
DEAN ALBERT J. HARNO, Provost of the University 


Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I wonder whether you're 
having, as I have had, a difficulty in learning from the spokesmen 
on education just what education is about. I wonder if you are hav- 
ing the trouble that I am having in finding out what the objectives 
in education are. It seems to me that we have today a great many 
discordant voices. Perhaps these voices are just pricking in my 
conscious life at this time, but at least they seem very discordant 
to me. In fact, there is a confusion of ideas and a babble of voices. 


If anyone wishes to listen to the speakers from the rostrum and 
from the air or over the air and to read the printed pages,you will 
find a gret confusion of voices coming on the subject of education. 

I suppose all of you have had the experience of hearing two or three 
voices coming over the radio at the same time and that is what comes 
in today. I hear snatches that are something like this: education - 
we should educate fewer people. It is our job to educate only a few 
people. No, we must educate all people. Education must be available 
to all sorts of people and we must educate the masses. The hope of 
democracy lies in an educated citizen. Education deals only with 

the individual. The family unit is disintegrating. The influence 

of the church is waning. The schools must supply what was relinquish- 
ed by the family and the church, The schools must build character. 
The schools must teach us how to live and lead us to a good life. 
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CII - Lecture 1 2- 


No, the schools must devote themselves to vocational education, The 
apprentice system has broken down; the schools must take its place, 


That's all well enough. But, to the public it presents a very 
discordant note, and we find intelligent people and intelligent mem- 
bers of the public saying, "If you people in education don't know 
what it's all about and what you are doing, why come to us for nec- 
essary assistance, when some of those things are doing a great deal 
of harm?” Out of that confusion of today has come criticisms of the 
schools. Schools have always had a fair amount of criticism, but 
they have never had the severe public criticism they are given today, 


Generally the benefits of education have been taken forgranted. 
That has been true since the earliest days of our country. Today we 
are confronted by a new type of political philosophy. There is an 
alarming kind of competition and an intense struggle is being waged 
for the taxpayer's dollar, and let no one think that there is not an 
intense struggle over it. In fact, the private individual has to 
struggle hard to hold onto his dollar is he has it. Perhaps, I can 
best illustrate the situation by calling attention to the fact that 
most of us were brought up around the dinner table where the food 
was brought in on large dishes. We all helped ourselves, and usual- 
ly there was enough to go around, but sometimes visitors came in un- 
expectedly and that was pretty tough on the rest of us because as 
members of the family, we had to go without or with lesser portions, 


Let us vary the situation. We are sitting around a table which 
has on it the taxpayer's dollar - in the old days the county judge, 
the prosecuting attorney, the sheriff, the county officers, the city 
officers, and the school teacher sat around the table. There wasn't 
quite enough money to go around, but it was a friendly group, and it 
was well disposed toward education. Later more guests came in; 
there were more taxpayer's dollars, but there were greater demands - 
the highway commissioner, the park commissioner, the city light rep- 
resentative, the water works representative. Thre was a greater 
struggle for the dollar, but it was still a very polite group so far 
as education was concerned. Today there are more guests about the 
table - old age distribution funds, maximum occupation funds, and a 
variety of agencies represented through the wave of legislation com- 
ing in at this time known as social legislation. This group is not 
so polite toward education as the group formerly was. 


They are edging their way; this is not said in any critical 
sense but it is merely sizing up the situation as we have it before 
us today. Criticism of schools is coming. There is a new type of 
political philosophy and the anfusion that we have in education is 
adding to our difficulty. Our voices are discordant in advancing 
our interests. The attitude is, "If you don't furnish what we will 
have, we'll see to it that it is furnished.” And we have the movement 
for the CCC. The problem, as I see it, is where do the schools fit 
into the changing social and economic scenes. Where should they give 
way? Where should they hold fast? Should measures be adopted to pro- 
tect their interests? 


Problems such as this have been troubling us about the univer- 
sity for a long time. We tried to find our way through it and then 
finally decided it was not our problem alone. Then, in January of 
this year, President Willard called a meeting of the presidents of 
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CII - Lecture 1 3- 


the schools of higher education of the state. We came to the campus, 
discussed some of the problems involved and then a steering committee 
was appointed which outlined a program something like this: 1-A 
meeting in April of this year; 2 - an interim period in which studies 
could be made; 3 - whenthe studies were completed and the committees 
were ready to make their reports, a conference sometime lete in the 
fall or early winter in which the committees would make their reports 
and their reports would be discussed. 


The meeting in April was held, addreses were given, and commit- 
tes were appointed and these committees are now at work studying some 
of the problems of education as they are in Illinois. The five main 
committees are at work. One is studying the situation of youth in 
Illinois and is attempting to answer some questions of this nature: 
what is the quantity and quality of the demand for education? What 
are the trends in Illinois? What are the social and cultural back- 
grounds of youth in Illinois? What are the occupational activities 
and outlets for young people? What is the relation between existing 
ae for eduction, and what does the present social system 

emand 


The second committee is working on what is called generally the 
social situation in Illimis. It covers studies in the social pattern. 
What is the trend and outlook for manufacturing interests in Illinois? 
What are forms of governmental activities in education? What are 
the trends and outlooks for the professions? What are the functions 
of the Liberal Arts College in the present social scene? What is the 
need for vocational training? 


The third committee is working on the financial situation. It 
is making a basic study of the wealth of the state. It is attempting 
to answer questions, some of which are: What is the present quota 
wealth of youth in the state? What are the sources of state income? 
What are the basic assumptions back of Bderal subsidies? What are 
the per capita costs of all education in the state? 


The fourth committee is working on the administrative situation. 
It is dealing with studies of colleges and secondary schools. This 
is all one great problem - secondary schools fit in just asintimate- 
ly as colleges do. What is the status of recruit? What is the place 
and function of junior colleges? 


Finally the fifth committee is working on the public relations 
situation. That, in many ways, is one of our most important commit- 
tees. Does the public understand the intentions and methods of 
education? What information does it get and what does it not get. 
What information should it get? What are the means of advancing 
education? What is the significance of education's leadership in the 
social processes? What are the major criticisms of education? What 
appraisal can be made of these criticisms and what methods can be 
devised in meeting them? 


Now it is my happy privilege to welcome you on behalf of the 
University of Illinois. Perhaps it is unnecessary to say that, be- 
Cause you kmow it, but I may assure you a most cordial and indeed a 
warm welcome. I might say to you that we are now at work in air 
conditioning one of the larger rooms on the campus and so, if your 
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imagination is good, you will imagine that for the balance of the 
evening you are sitting in that room and enjoying the cool air that 
is being wafted in by the system being installed. If your imagina- 
tion is not so good, we have swimming facilities in which you can 
take a plunge after the lectures are over. 


May I just repeat a phrase that comes down a long long past on 
occasion when Jehosophat met Jehu and Jehosophat said to Jehu, Lh 
your heart is eine to my heart as my heart is to yours, give me your 
hand. 


SEVERAL IMPORTANT NEEDS OF ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOLS 


by 
CARL W. ALLISON, Principal, Senior High School, Champaign 


Only an amateur would call this weather hot. I have recollec- 
tions of an examination held in one of my courses. It was held at 
night because it would be so much cooler. The members of the class 
brought two towels each and had to wring them out several times 
during the course of the examination. That was really hot. This is 
& mild-tempered evening. 


I have been asked several important needs of Illinois high 
schools. It seems that Dean Harno has covered the situation very 
well. We shall enumerate the needs of the high schools in the state. 
I suppose we might classify in general these educational problems 
into two important groups: 1 - Problems of administration and fin- 
ance; 2 - problems of instruction, contention, materials, and methods. 
The committees of our Principals' Association of the University Sum-. 
mer Session agreed that we would be most concerned about the problems 
of instruction in this question. 


I think we will all agree that the youth problem is one of the 
most acute for us. It is imperative that we make every effort to 
make him a useful student in the community to help him take his place 
as a citizen if our democracy is to survive. Nowadays you would con- 
tend that it is one of the keynotes of the situation. We must deny 
that most of our youth in secondary and finishing secondary schools 
are far from contented. So many of our school systems have not kept 
pace with the economic growth of our communities. Someone has said, 
‘Among the institutions of today, our schools suffer most from the 

social lack. It is no longer merely a selective agency to prepare a 
student for college or a profession. Now we must meet not only the 
academic element but the main run of children in the community in 
Classes in school. So we must meet the needs of the boy who would 
become a carpenter. He would and should become a carpenter if he has 
the opportunity as well as the future professional man, so it may be 
that more known college and vocational subjects are needed to balance 
the academic program. 


I think each of us needs to examine the set-up in his own school 
and evaluate his program with reference to the needs of the community. 
It is a very popular belief that it may be well to try the trial and 
error method in order to provide the most urgent needs for some of 
the students. Certainly an analysis of the needs of the community 


eae Pen 2: E qrutoad = 120 
extd ‘to oonsted orit. m? todd paren tite | vOY nay el nots 










































tat tts fooo edt gntyotae bas moor Jerid at tte pio Rae Se atnev y 
-Butgamt woy TI “ iateet, gaied mevsye “ae Ae Pe 
> £80 voy do. dain soitiftos? aninwive eved ew , we a el ist 

| .8OvVO Oe court oof ent “ed egauiq Bt 
10 jeag artol giof e mwob eemoo tartd eusnstey & deeqet out : ee | 
22" Cie of Biee tariqoeorel bas uel gem dadqoeodet nodw note s 


 twoy an evlg ,emoy ot ef Jused Yr es Jas or ga of tal et aa 


COOH 98 MOTH STOULLIT 10 Saat quataotht JAREVaS an e ibe 
mptequadd Toottee Magik tolne@ foqtonts? MOGLLIA .W da 


-osffooey evad I .dtod verltsew elds I[fao bivow qwodgeme as yin 
te bled sew iI .seetmon ym Io eno at bfLed aotsenimexe ae To | 
enelo edd to eredmem ef? .telooo doum oe ed biuow tf savsoed 
eeutd Ieveves duo medd-gatctw oc bed Bas dose sLewod ows dal f 

ai eld? .dor » pecan egw hei fg Lt am tmexe eit to se mwoo ent ae + 
-gaineve bereqmed-& 


fie tet atoagiLr. to shoes geac-togmt {steves beies need ‘evad | 

yrev cotiastia edt beievoo sad onmish need Jens emoee II eB. 

.atete edd at efoorioa dat oft to sheen ans otartemyne Iiate ow 
ertefdowg Lenoliaoube eset L[ateneg al yilteeslo trigim ew es 

“tit bas solgertetnimbse to amefdotl - [ tequot, Jasdaodml ow 

.eboddem baa ,eLalveteam ,motinednoo ,sotsouatent to eaeldomwg - g t' 

.~m@ ydletevinw edd te aottatocesA ‘eleqhonial svo to eeedd Emunoo | 
emoidowg edd gyods benteonos Jeon ed bivow ow send Seotge aoleess = 

HOLT OUD a keds. al aoLs ound ak 


ed to anoiel meLdorg Asuee edt fend come ffs [ftw ow untdt I 
ot dtotte ytove osm ew tefs evigetoqmi ef 31 .ev sot etves 
eoelg ekd oped mid gfort ot yoiawamoo edt at dnebote LIutloes 8 mid © 
-noo blyow voy eysbawoll «evivawe ot ef yoetoomeh avo Ti mesisie os 
yneb taum oW ,nohtavtie edt to setomyed ed to emo el tk sad? 
afooioe yteboooes gutdeint? bas yuishaosse ai dasoy so Yo Jaom 
tqed tom eved ameteye Loonoe.wo to ynsm o6 .,bednetaoo mort tet 
,5tse eed snoems ,. sets inummos wo Io Adour, otmonoos exit yee 
odd mort teom selIwe eLloocoas two ,yshost Io enckiusizenlt odd 3 
2 etsqdeig ot younegs evidoefee a ylerem teymol on ef 31 .thoal 
efit vino ton doom Joum ow woK .moleretorw _ ll melLoo oF 
ak vydinuwmoo ei? mt anerb{Lide to aut atem edd tnemele 
bivow otlw yod er? to eboon edt teem Jaum ow oa . Loosioe ak LE 
ead ed tt setnequss 8 emoded bivore base biuow. oh .1edmeqrso & no 9ed 
ed yeu gL oe men [anoleeotorg eurtut ed as ifew as ee 
eonsiad o¢ bebeen ex Papriuingv nish fenbiieoov brs oma it 
| +OOTHOO aig se eet ont 


foodies awo eid at cen eit ontmexe ot ebeor as ‘0 dose Maeidt IT 
-Ytioummoo ot to eheon etd of soneretes ditv q etd eieuteve te 
bne Latut ett yad o¢ ILow ed yam ot dedd tokled isiuqoq cL 
to emoe tol ebsen gnoguyr teom ant ebitvo1g of apes . 
vi toaummoo edt to sheen exit Yo ahd sneel enh ‘ 


Fetes i 4 





CII - Lecture 1 5- 


may serve as a guide in character training, thrift, health, safety, 
and all factors constituting a good life. It is true in no instance 
that we may be able to provide the training which we consider ideal, 
but I believe it is very much worthwhile for each of us to make a 
start in the right direction. Sometimes we seem to stress mass educa~- 
tion and forget the individual. Perhaps that is the duty of the 
teacher in a large respect. A good teacher must have a broad train- 
ing, a large experience, and above all, loyalty to children. We must 
search out the problems of the individual and hélp him find the 
solution. Certainly the callous or lazy teacher has no place. I 
think she will get along no better than the boy from the city who 
went to live on a farm and said, "I suppose I can stand the farm life 
for a while." One morning he was told to go out and harness the 
mules. After a time the farmer became impatient, wondered what was 
going on, and wanted to know the cause of the delay. The boy in a 
sleepy voice called back, “Oh heck, I can't get this collar on this 
mule. His ears are frozen." 


He didn't succeed very well, because he didn't take time to 
know what it was all about. We don't want that kind of teacher. We 
need to select the best teachers. We need to go farther and modify 
our educational plans to fit the individual. As stated by one of 
the committee of the National Education Association, "We must allow 
each pupil to make the greatest growth of which he is capable." 


Guidance is a particular problem at this time and a great many 
of us don't know what to do about it. I suppose we might consider 
guidance covers enough to take in the whole set-up, but when we con- 
sider vocational guidance, we are trying to clear out many, some good 
and some not so good. But I believe that most of us agree that the 
ideal school is quite elusive. We need to help youth discover his 
weaknesses as well as his talents and interests so that he may enjoy 
useful citizenship. Since the vital solution has not been discussed, 
I think we will all welcome suggestions to be put into practice. 


Then, too, we need to consider a little more cooperation in our 
profession. We need to forget petty jealousy so that all may con- 
sider the welfare of youth, all work together for the betterment of 
the educational program. We need to keep pace with the community 
about us and provide the best education possible for every student 
who comes to our schools. An attempt will be made to bridge the gap 
between theory and practice. We hope that your philosophy of educa- 
tion will be broadened a bit by the discussion and that you may re- 
solve to better fulfill your responsibilities. Speaking for our 
Principals! Association, I wish to thank the university for their 
splendid cooperation and also for the many participants in this con- 
ference to help us in the solving of our mutual problems. 


* * * 


DEAN BENNER: The next speaker is a young looking man, but he 
is more in years than his appearance indicates, as he was superintend- 
ent of schools in the little town of Danvis where I was born. He 
came to the Middle West before I did and became associated with the 
University of Iowa and is now head of the Division of Education and 
Applied Psychology at Purdue University. Throughout the Middle West 
he is highly thought of as a man with a auick and decisive mind sand 
the ability to express his ideas. 
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THE OBJECTIVES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 


by 
Professor F. B. KNIGHT, Purdue University 


Another possibility has occurred to me relative to the ladies 
and gentlemen in the back of the room - that they may be sound 
asleep, and perhaps it is a much needed rest. Life is fine to be 
met with courage and perhaps our teaching profession is a little 
lacking in courage. All those of you who have enough courage to 
teach school and really don't want to stay here, please get up and 
go about your business. I know one man in the audience whom I can 
see out of the corner of my right eye who needs to go home and sleep. 
What have you been doing to your Illinois Professors to tire them out? 


- fhe subject under discussion has to do with the problems which 
the world is talking about. They are alive and because they are 
alive, they are unsettled and unstable, and they are surrounded with 
differences of opinion as to how they may best be solved. If one 
talks @bout anything that really matters, the chances are good that 
@ reasonable fraction of those that listen will disagree and the 
speaker dealing with the live problems always takes a risk that he 
will run counter to various private positions which lie in your mind, 
or your neighbor's mind. 


I have listed four or five problems which will be worthy of a 
moment or two of discussion, but as I was preparing this paper I am 
afraid that. the interest of the moment carried me rather far afield, 
but I have found it better to say what one wants to say than what 
the chairman wants and expects one to say. 


The first problem is one which has been adequately discussed, 
and that is the problem of character education. Let it be observed, 
whatever our opinions may be, or however we may wish it, that Mc- 
Kinley has been assassinated and we have moved on tremendously since 
then. You and I may not be on the move and you and I may have a 
private opinion that does not approve of the presnt situation in the 
world at large, but it is there just the same, and with the growing 
and increasing tension in the world on the one hand and the same old 
nervous sytem in man on the other hand, our systems are no better 
than those of our forefathers who spent their time hunting and fish- 
ing and lazing in the moonlight of a summer evening instead of dis- 
turbing the quietness when they should have been at rest. Because 
of the same old system and the inreasingly complex tension, we must 
give increased attention to making men decent as well as smart. The 
wonder to me is not that there are so many people in the insane 
asylum, but that there are not more; not that there are so many crim- 
inals but that there are not more. People voice this with vague 
fears of inadequacy, frustration, and a hundred others. The marvel 
to me is that there is not more. The marvel to me is that man, with 
his same old nervous system, is as contented and as stable as ever. 


With our increasing power, it is correspondingly important to 
increase our commerce; thus the education of the emotions is of par- 
amount importance. Perhaps it is here where we have been the most 
remiss as far as our college education is concerned. Perhaps it is 
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here where we have been the most remiss in our elementary and second- 
ary school education. It is surely here where we have been the most 
inadequate and remiss so far as graduate work is concerned. In 
other words, the rising generation must be wiser as well as more 
Clever. We must teach our youngsters what we were not taught well 
enough - to be good feelers as well as good thinkers, good deciders 
as well as good actors. 


So the disaster of our politicians in the last one hundred or 
one hundred and fifty years is pointed out. Our politicians and 
statesmen haven't done us any good at all in comparison to scientists, 
but the best we can do is to spend more and more money on battleships, 
and that, ladies and gentlemen, simply is not good enough. So now, 
being poor feelers ourselves, we, as middle aged people, are dommed 
to be on an educational system which will create good feeling and 
good desires as well as competent and skillful thoughts, and techni- 
cal skill and power. Would you still remember that we must give in- 
creasing attention to decency as well as smartness? 


A second purpose to which I would like to call your attention 
is the problem of conserving and developing unusual ability. The 
education of the upper twenty per cent in ability deserves far more 
attention than that now received. Through sentiment - not through 
judgment - through a sort of feeling of superiority and hence of pity 
rather than through sagacity and prudence, school system after school 
system pours money into the handicapped, and with what result? After 
the year's work, they have lost no ground; a very large percentage of 
boys and girls going the same length of time to our public schools 
that the high school graduate goes, still have reached only the 
fourth or fifth grade. 


The point is to plant corn on good ground, not to feel sorry for 
poor ground. Out of our excess profits, out of the money that we 
don't need, we can afford to inflate our own egos with sentiment and 
generosity and pity for the lower twenty or twenty-five per cent. 
But, as a sheer matter of fact, it would be about as well to hire a 
stable guide so that he could carry water from one place to another 
or row 2 boat or play hide and go seek. Perhaps it is better to 
give them the kind of education that only a certain amount of mental 
ability can profit by, but the lower twenty per cent simply do not 
get that. But what do we do with the upper twenty per cent? It 
matters not when his father takes him out of school and puts him to 
work. And society does not prevent his father from doing that. 


There are not as yet a sufficient number of schools in the state 
to facilitate the bringing to full fruition the rare ability that is 
represented by the upper twenty per cent. America could well learn 
to trust its ablest men. In our conceited way we dislike to do that, 
not being very able ourselves. But even more important America can 
well afford on its honor at a risk that the public and pre-school 
system of the United States did not do far more to develop unusual 
ability. There are too many preachers, teachers, and skillful sur- 
geons. Has there been a conclusion in the last fifty years which 
has been distinguished by a surplus of mental ability? No! Sagacity 
leads us to suspect the improvement of an excellent, a long ontinued 
education for the highest twenty per cent. 


The third problem which we must face is the problem of teaching 
controverstal subjects, and if I were five hundred miles from my own 
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campus instead of one hundred, I would be tempted in the heat and 
hence the excitement of the moment to tell you what I really think 
about the teaching of controversial subjects. As it is, I'll safely 
hint at what might be thought concerning the teaching of cortroversial 
subjects. Outside of a very few facts, such as November comes before 
December, such as 2 plus 2 equals 4 and the logical deductions from 
that fact, and a few facts in history and science, is there anything 
else more worth teaching than the controversial subjects in a demo- 
cracy such as ours? Still, with what determined ability we will 
avoid the teaching of controversial subjects. 


Shall we define a high school as a school which earnestly con- 
cerns itself with things that don't matter. That is very easy. Of 
course, the easiest thing to do is not to touch any problem in the 
schod which is not safely in tune in the past or doesn't touch the 
burning issues of everyday life. We will teach courses in family 
life in our home economics, but would we raise the question whether 
the woman in the house should be mostlya mother or mostly a wife? 
Would we raise the question as to what a man really is or what a wife 
should have? No, we would not touch that; we'd skim around that neat- 
ly and safely. 


A controversy is an involved subject, and hence it has certain 
characteristics, and these characteristics we should have clearly itn 
mind or not fool with at all. <A controversial subject almost by def- 
inition, is one that matters. It is one of importance. It is a sub- 
ject also around which much feeling already exists. Come over in 
my state and talk about McNutt and see what happens; or the two per- 
cent having government jobs. No, better not touch that. Why not? 

A controversial subject is also a subject in which, often but not al- 
ways, vast interests of various kinds already have a stake. These 
definite interests are not the only stakes; they may be the so-called 
practical man who barely makes a living as a business man in a small 
town, and these vast interests are usually alarmed about any solution 
to this controversial problem except in their own private opinion, and 
it is hard to change that. 


A controversial subject is a subject concerning which influen- 
tial people have openly and previously committed themselves. And now 
that they have consistently committed themselves, they find it dif- 
ficult and elusive and probably painful to consider any other alter- 
native and they, not wanting to considér it, look with alarm at any 
one who considers any other solution. There is a certain type of 
man, altogether too influential in our town, who wants everybody to 
agree with him. If not, look out. There are not so many in Illinois 
as there are in other states. It doesn't matter in Illinois whether 
or not your high school turns out a good team. Even now, we are 
beginning to dismiss music teachers if their orchestra does not win 
in competition, but that would be a controversial subject. 


Will you consider the following four suggestions concerning the 
teaching of such subjects? In the teaching of all controversial sub- 
jects, let us teach what is true. Let us avoid teaching that which 
is trivial. The chairman of your meetings, with his well-known ac- 
curacy, missed the fact that I was once teacher in Brass, Texas High 
School, and that I went to a private school in New Orleans and the 
view of the Civil War that I was taught means that all your teaching 
is wrong if it were true. There are about as many histories of the 
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Civil War as there are sections in our lands. In the teaching of 
controversial subjects, let us at least teach the truth. 


Secondly, in the teaching of controversial subjects, let us 
remember that the habits of thought - practice - are probably more 
important than the content of a controversy or the conclusion which 
we reach. The habits of thought are probably the things which we 
receive afterwards, but it takes rather a cautious person to show 
the idea. Teach courage first. In the teaching of controversial 
subjects, then, we have the situation par excellence for teaching 
sound problems and solving techniques. 


Third, in the teaching of controversial subjects, we have an 
excellent opportunity to teach increased faith in the expert. More 
and more with technical subjects, the way to solve a controversy is 
not to argue about it, but to appeal to the expert, and America does 
not have sufficient confidence in experts. We do not make enough use 
of our ablest men. The town in which your chairman was born has in 
its school board office a big book in which the school board records 
since about the time of the Revolutionary War were kept. With all 
styles of penmanship the records of the Danvis School Board have lept 
@ personal history in miniature of American education. 


Not so many years ago, a new fangled doctor in town wanted to 
use anaesthetics to alleviate severe pain, and the topic was brought 
up in town meeting for discussion as to whether or not it was proper 
to use ether. (Théy discussed anything they wanted to in town meet- 
ings.) There were three points which I learned: (1) the cultivated 
thought that it was an irreverent interruption of Divine providence. 
If Divine providence wanted pain, we should not prevent it. (2) One 
school teacher said, "Let us ask the doctors in Boston,” - an appeal 
to the experts. (%) A business man said that ether was a new fangled 
notion that would pass out in a few years; and the town meeting of 
Danvis postponed the decision of the meeting for one year until the 
next meeting. Now, one of the three wes right. 


In appealing to the expert and in not teaching controversial 
subjects, we have an excellent opportunity to teach increased faith 
in the expert where technical matters are involved. But that will be 
no good, or little good, unless we at the same time teach our young- 
sters how to recognize an expert in a particular field. It is not 
very right to say an expert is a common ordinary man in a strange 
town. That's the appeal to the inferior, not to the expert. It is 
easy to find out who is an expert surgeon. It is easy to find out 
who is an expert psychologist. But it is not so easy to find out who 
is an expert in money matters, Our expert cut the currency in half 
in order to cut prices and nothing happened. They haven't even 
talked about why nothing happened yet. There are no experts in cur- 
rency at the present time. Perhaps the experts in currency don't 
ever know they are experts in currency. 


In all controversial subjects, teach the truth. In teaching the 
habits of problem solving, teach increased faith in the epert, and 
teach skill and sagacity tn discovering who is the expert. That is 
a problem that has nothing to do with the size of the school; nothing 
to do with the range of the intelligence of the school; nothing to do 
with whether the principal is bald-headed or still has a head of hair 
and hopes to keep it. It is the problem of making a school live, of 
making shool a preparation for life or a repat about life or a history 
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of some other life or a future of life. The school must have life 

The school must be the child's other home, if he runs from high school 
to home, and from home to high school, he should be popping back and 
forth from home to home. 


What is a home? A home is where two attitudes or two relation- 
ships operate at once - between the adult - the parent, or the teach- 
er - the symbolic parent of the child. It is not a home where par- 
ents merely love a child. A home is where love and understanding 
operate at thesane time. I do not blame you very much for not loving 
your child, but you shold. I do not overestimate the amount of under- 
standing you have of the adolescent age, but it should be more. 


I take this occasion to point out certain results which occur 
in every day schools because youngsters are human, and parents and 
teachers are human. Only principais and college professors are 
divine. It is easy for you, as the classroom teacher, to use the 
school for your own purposes rather than for the purposes of the pu- 
pil. Here is a high school principal, married for five or six years; 
his wife bawls him out, he bawls the teachers out, using the school 
for his own purposes. Here is a teacher that wonders at the blind- 
ness of men. She knows very well she would make a lovely wife, but 
she must be aslai. The years go by, lonesome and cold. She gets catty 
and grouchy in the classroom and uses the school completely for her 
own purposes. It is easy to do that. But the school may never be 
a home that way. I might say to the unmarried females over 25 years 
of age in this room that you wouldn't feel so sorry if you knew men 
as well as I do - we needn't go on. 


The second risk which I need to point out is that is very easy 
to dislike and be irritated by pupils. So often you see in then the 
things that you despise in yourself. You dislike a youngster who is 
not competent. It is easy to dislike pupils, but it is a risk. I 
dislike others who are much better than I am. 


Third, it is easy to become too absorbed in a protective atti- 
tude toward the subject matter. What do you teach? I am a teacher 
of Latin. I am so often interested in the subject that I hate to see 
it carved to pieces or scrimped, but we might be tremendously inter- 
ested in the subject matter and still not get a protective attitude 
toward it. That is usually wrong. 


Fourth, it is easy for you to forget what else the child is 
learning over and above this subject matter. He is learntg geometry, 
but he is also learning how to flatter the teacher; he is learning 
his English Composition, but he is also learning how to make believe 
that he spent an hour on work which he did in ten minutes. One 
learns to cheat, to tell the truth, to side-step around if he cannot 
run right square into reality; one learns so many things besides sub- 
ject matter. And the revolt against this whole type of school had 
much of the energy to support it that grew from the fact that we were 
teaching not only subjects but so many other things that did more 
harm than good. The revolt came and it is still here. 


Fifth, it is easy to become so conventional that the breath of 
life in the school is gone and sometimes the psychology of allowing 
nothing in the classroom is as bad as the air in it on a sunny winter 
day. The larger problem is not the curriculum or most of the things 
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that one finds in methods used. The major problem in school teaching 
in the class room is how to get the classroom to prevail, to breathe, 
to tingle with good nature. A Swanee River atmosplee is a priceless 
characteristic of a good classroom. Education is a powerful influ- 
ence in the life of the child, but will you remember that education, 
systematic education, can do harm as well as good and often does. 

The fifth problem of the clasrvoom is this: the problem of getting the 
newer knowledge concerning the child and the newer knowledge con- 
cerning education activities, the work in the classroom. Samples of 
newer color deal with special difficulties of good and bad deportment. 
An A in deportment often is 4 very sory alarming report and a B is 
much better for some. Experimental psychology now has much to say 
concerning the variety of various teaching techniques and that inform- 
ation we should know. 


My sixth and last point is the personality of the teacher. The 
teacher is a person and she is the main factor in the school. Thus, 
what a teacher is speaks so loudly that what the teacher says cannot 
often be heard. Will you consider this question? Is this teacher 
worth five hours a day of my child's time? Now, when the average par- 
ent will ask that question honestly, there will be no question about 
the parents; there will be no question about the attendance tenure 
any more than there is a question of the tenure of physicians. Some 
of us will like it a lot better and others will not like it so well. 
Is this teacher, as a person, worth five hours of my child's time? 
And I might say, from the standpoint of teacher preparation, that the 
main problem is only half stated when we talk about getting a young- 
ster ready to teach. The equally important half of the problem is 
keeping an experienced teacher ready to teach. Getting them ready 
to teach and keeping them ready to teach is a very exhaustive and de- 
grading life and the longer the teacher teaches, the better she is. 
There is not a scratch of evidence to support that. 


To help the teacher as a person, first we should take vigorous 
steps to respectabilize teaching; in town after town, teachers are 
often lonesome, frequently discouraged, and almost always overworked. 
Let us insist that we have good tools. Here we are in educating put- 
ting money into it. We put our money into this and into that when we 
do not have adequate buildings, and when we bought a ventilating 
system the principal was afraid to ask he janitor to see that it 
worked. Let us see that the teachers have only a reasonable number 
of pupils. Teach 20 pupils, or slice out somebody's appendix. 


The doctor doesn't yawn half way through, wondering what the 
baseball score is going to be in the afternoon. He has only one 
belly ache to take care of at a time and you have 20 or 30 to take 
care of at a time. Suppose you would go into a doctor's office and 
say, "Will you cut out my appendix? I know that it isn't much, but 
I will feel better if you will charge me $50." The doctor answers, 
"Now, I have been operating for four hours, so I will take you on 
the fifth hour." Do you lnow where there is some doctor that wasn't 
busy today? 


We, as the doctors, have been pouring in as much for four hours 
in a process which is an exhaustive process. We should assign to 
our classroom teachers only a reasonable amount of work in terms of 
our available snergy. That is the major problem for the classroom. 
Then, of course, we should have courses of study that are adapted to 
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the education of youngsters and courses of study that have some bite 
and appeal in them. And for my own peace, I would say in closing, 
and express my appreciation for the very cordial atmosphere, that 
let us place a high premium on adequate scientific training. That 
is why we are here. The lazy bones never came to summer school. 
Take care that you do, for you must be almost a doctor, almost a 
psychologist, almost a psychiatrist, in order to be a satisfactory 
teacher. Se sat a3 


DEAN BENNER: Professor Knudson, who was at this institution 
at one time, is going to talk about the "Evaluation of the Outcomes 
of Classroom Instructions." There will be discussion for so much 
time as it seems profitable and you seem interested. 


EVALUATION OF THE OUTCOMES OF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 
by 


Professor CHARLES W. KNUDSEN 
George Peabody College for Teachers 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen; just before I left Nashville 
for this meeting one of my summer school students came to me and 
told me she had a dream. She dreamed that she had died and gone to 
heaven. She got there and made inquiry of the right party. She 
found that there were no other teachers in heaven at that time. On 
further inguiry as to where they might be, she was informed that they 
were down below in summer school. I know something about this summer 
school business, for I was a summer school student on eight differ- 
ent occasions and this makes my fourteenth consecutive summer teach- 
ing. I know something about the rigors of work in the summer time. 
Nevertheless, although you are hot and you are tired, and you want to 
get to the swimming pa@l, I am going to talk on this question of the 
Evaluation of the Outcomes of Classroom Instruction.” 


The outcomes of learning are as inseparable from the art of 
learning itself as are the forces of action and reaction in the field 
of physical science. There is, however, a difference between out- 
comes of instruction in one classroom taught by the same teacher with 
the same kinds of youngsters and outcomes of instruction in another 
classroom in the same field with the same kinds of youngsters but 
with a different teacher. That is how the outcomes of learning can 
differ under different conditions. 


We assume that the outcomes of learning in a classroom are often 
to be preferred to the general environment that prevails outside of 
the classroom. Were it not for that belief there probably would be 
but little reason for establishing a truth, learning a situation in 
which a teacher helps a child to grow in the direction desired. And 
when I have mentioned the term "desired," I think I have mentioned 
the first session of evaluation that we should consider. If one goal 
is more desirable than another goal, it becomes a problem in evalua- 
tion to tell which goal is the more valuable and oftentimes that is 
not easily determined. 


If you point the reference to your professional training, may I 
suggest this to you. You will likely gain more facility as a teacher 
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in the field you value from the study of philosophy, than you will in 
any other field; yet the teacher has to take wholeheartediy to the 
field of philosophy as a field of preparation for teaching. I should 
like to suggest therefore, that if you are not informed in the field 
of philosphy that you would make it part of your reading course to be- 
come informed. Philosophy is a word we all bandy about. We ask a 
man what his field is, when as a matter of fact a great many very 
sensible people have given the entire length of their lives to the 
pursuit of problems, and the findings of these people are such that 

I think those of us who deal with the setting of one value over 
another may profitably consider the result of their reflections. 


This matter of deciding which of several goals is most important 
is decidedly a difficult problem, and I do not share the opinion of 
& number of my colleagues who think that those decisions can be made 
with the same nicety that one can plot a grave for complicating ima- 
ginations. I believe that problems regarding value and worth will be 
beneficial as long as we inhabit this earth for when we seek to de- 
pict the value of one thing over another, the very thing which makes 
life sensible has disappeared. 


The second kind of evaulation which I should like to call to your 
attention is this: you and your student choose an objective, and you 
decide that this objective in a confident sense is to be preferred to 
another certain objective. Specifically, let us take an example from 
the field of spending. Most of us believe it is better for one to 
give attention to one's right vocation than it is to have been given 
the ability to spend fifty cents. There probably is a matter of de- 
bate there, but most of us are agreed that it is better to spend the 
larger percentage of words in an evaluation of how much of a given 
objective has been reached. 


A third type of evaluation has to do with a matter of making a 
kind of inventory for the purpose of finding out whether or not the 
outcomes of learning are those that might be present had the condi- 
tions of learning been advantageous, and we have a good deal of exper- 
ience to draw from in an example of this kind. For example, many of 
us feel that we want to teach the youngsters to think and we would 
set up the ability to think. We will measure our students. Often- 
times our measurement is nothing more than 4 measurement of factual 
information with no evidence whatever to show whether we can use 
these facts - the main objective of our teaching. 


Let us go a step farther. All of you swear that you have set up in 
your school and probably set out to achieve with your youngsters ob- 
jectives, an ideal of honesty that we call scientific and so on and 
so on through very fine sounding phrases which nearly always deadline 
the intellectual talent of the public and which nearly always deceive 
ourselves. What evidence do you have that you have succeeded in 
engendering these fine appreciations, these ideals, these attitudes, 
and these interests? I am going to try to be sensible and practical. 
If you will seek information you will find references to many in- 
struments that can be purchased for the measurement of the scientific 
attitude for getting some of the bases on which to estimate the ex- 
tent of the appreciation of the youngsters. Nearly everyone of you 
teachers do not have 25¢ a year to invest in that kind of instrument. 
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What becomes, then, of the evidence on which you do base your 
conclusion that you ever succeed and certainly what is a more high 
sounding objective? May I suggest to you that you become partial to 
this estimate that you exact the evidence of the success of your 
teaching; that is, your ability to get this outcome produced in the 
reach of a child by examining the behavior of that individual about 
the school, in the home, and in other situations in which you have a 
chance to observe him. That is not as different as it seems and yet 

few of us make any effort whatever other than this. I have been 
around this boy for a long time and if he is nice we are aware of the 
fact. We tend to like him. Any liking for this youngster leads us 
to believe that we have been successful in engendering an appreciation 
for the finer things of life. But just before the time of evaluation 
if this same youngster happens to do something on the other side, 
that changes our mind very much and that one thing outweighs all the 
other evidence that we may have called to mind as we sought to eval- 
uate the youngster that we are speaking of. 


What are the evidences on which we are making our evaluations 
of the outcomes of which we speak? May I suggest to you as teachers 
working in given schmls that you set down a statement of these object- 
ives that is more general and that you swear you want to attain and 
use that as a student measure. That effort can be made from an exam- 
ination of the behavior of the youngster if you observe him about 
the school. That will give you a much better basis for a standard 
for evaluating your own success in achieving the objectives toward 
which you strive in classroom instruction. As is often now the case, 
fundamental reports of this kind tend to be for more intelligent 
parents and I think is an important parent to be informed as to the 
evaluation that the students acquire under our methods. 


I suppose many of you have heard this story but I recall the 
case of a very simple colored woman who had cooperated to the best of 
her ability and had sent her boy to school. She seemed to be really 
proud of her lad with one exception. She wrote a little note to the 
principal saying, "I am sick and tired of getting the kind of evalua- 
tion on his behavior. We give him three baths a week, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, with a sponge on Saturday and Sunday, and every 
report so far has come back home saying 'rank in class.'” 


To another this probably was equally as intelligible as to the 
teacher at school. We tend to rank people on very fine scales. 
There are 40 people in class and there are 40 ranks. If I were fol- 
lowing this idea further concerning the examples, I would suggest to 
you not to try to include more than three degrees of that particular 
attitude, interest, taste, or appreciation to show the attitude in or 
among your students. The best you ought to set up is the best that 
is exhibited in the group with which you come in contact. 


The youngster with a scientific attitude is as little developed 
as any youngster. I believe that things could be made intelligent 
if you listed the situations in which the un-scientific attitude was 
being exhibited. I was talking to a group of teachers and one of 
them came to me after class. They had listened to it just as you are 
listening. They said, "Mr. Knudsen, I am thoroughly in accord with 
what you have said regarding the development in attitude, but I want 
to give you a bit of advice on this subject." Everyone of them had 
the very same conviction regarding the teaching of any physical law 
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of the conservation of energy. If one can point out such an attitude 
as this, there is very little evidence that you have succeeded at all 
in interpreting the attitude in question. Let us see the cases of 
evaluation we often find. 


It comes to my mind just now this scene in a secondary school on 
the last day. These youngsters have gone into a large hall. The 
professors are present dressed in long black coats; they look very 
formal and formidable. These youngsters are well dressed, their 
faces are shining from a good scrubbing, and they come forward up by 
the professors and I sit next to a gentleman with whom I have become 
acquainted. This is the final exam day and these youngsters are per- 
forming before the faculty. They come up and the faculty members 
begin to ask questions. You will say that these examination ques- 
tions are not entirely new to these youngsters and quite a few of 
them have been coached on the questions. We cease discussing and we 
go ahead listening - some of them can give letter perfect answers. 


Try to give some of the outcomes of the learning that they have 
acquired in the class rooms. This particular school wasn't sloppy or 
slodgy. It was a good one. It was presided over by a doctor of phil- 
osophy and 2/3 of the faculty were doctors of philosophy. It was a 
pretty good school and I think that kind of evaluation was used. 

Then after the examination was over the faculty very solemnly assem- 
bled and they began to say: "What about this boy? Was he about ex- 
cellent or medium?" And on the basis of that kind of performance they 
evaluated the outcomes of the youngsters in that particular school. 
This is pretty bad. This combination of literature, science, history, 
has no application and yet we swear when we talk with the parents 
that the ability to think is one of the most important objectives of 
secondary school education. I say to you that we are a little bit 
weak on this matter of evaluation. 


Some of you will have occasion to examine some of the reports 
of Progessive Education Association. You will remember that one of 
the first things this group did was to consider the objectives of 
our schools. They gave them factual information. You should acquire 
certain kinds of social sensitivities and the evidences of those will 
te indicated. What actually appears? In a school in Philadelphia 
where social sentence had been mentioned, particularly as objectives, 
they found that the matter of being on relief is simply 4 matter of 
being a dead beat. People who want work can find work. Those who 
won't, get on relief. There are instances in which that conclusion 
can be verified, but I don't believe that the statement can be appliec 
to the people on relief as a whole. 


They decided to do a little investigation on their own. They 
went out and began to visit some of these people who were arely to go 
on relief. One they asked was a bell hop in a big hotel in Philadel- 
phia. He was a nice chap and appealed to the youngster. He got no 
wages whatever and he lived on the tips. He went on to explain that 
he was getting too old, that when he reached a certain age he had to 
quit this kind of work. He was a little over thirty and he must 
either go on relief or find some work. What kind did he do? He 
said he had done this kind of work since early in his life. This 
bit of evidence was enough to silence that bit of thought that every- 
body on relief was a dead beat. 
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As a direct result of this overly simplified classification of 
human abilities, present-day education is characterized by a great 
deal of waste of human abilities and human effort. Pupils who do not 
fit into the head, hand or tongue type of learning are, nevertheless, 
forced to learn what they are incapable of learning and what is so 
psychologically distasteful as to prevent learning. As a result, the 
size of our scholastic graveyard, that is the number of students who 
drop out of school, or who fall off the academic ladder at one of the 
lower rungs, is truly appalling. Sometimes an educator becomes appre - 
hensive when he considers the possibility that the public will learn 
how we have used the academic guillotine on so many of the public's 
children. Truly, education has been concerned more with the elimina- 
tion of the so-called unfit, than it has been eager to find out what 
types of abilities the so-called unfit students have and whether an 
adequate type of training could be provided. As a result, our so- 
called academic failures go into life vocationally untrained, Civicly 
indifferent, oftentimes emotionally resentful and with feelings of 
inferiority which preclude the development of an adequate adult life. 
Moreover, they have been taught ineffective use of their aptitudes, 
and thus have lost all ambition to use what peculiar abilities they 
possess. We cannot force an individual to attempt to reach an un- 
achievable goal without having a very bad psychological reaction. The 
forced attempt to learn psychologically distasteful material with a 
disregard for these distractors of learning have resulted in a great 
deal of educational waste. This condition in eduation has set the 
stage for a new development in American education. I refer to the 
so-called guidance or personnel movement. 


The Function of Guidance 


It is the basic function of guidance to contribute to the effect- 
iveness of education by developing and using refined means of identify-. 
ing the potentialities of each student; and by directing each student 
to appropriate training sequences, to the end that students shall de- 
velop a more intense desire to learn what they are capable of learn- 
ing. In other words, thé cultivation of a desire to learn will re- 
sult if a student is attempting to reach an achievable goal. More 
effective skill in using aptitude will result if an individual works 
in line with his interests and ability. 


If guidance functions effectively, the area of the scholastic 
graveyard will be decreased. Guidance workers do not contend that 
all students can be "saved" from failure, Many problems are discov- 
ered too late in life and some students possess too small an amount 
of any type of aptitude to meet the necessary training and occupation 
al standards. Other students are in such psychological condition 
that the distractors from learning are too intense to be changed. 
While we cannot save everyone, yet we can save a great many of the 
pupils who are now failed by those teachers who seek only to teach 
rather than to cultivate learning. 


Time permits only a brief characterization of this function of 
guidance and of its methodology. Briefly, it is a substitution of 
of scientific methods of diagnosing potentialities for the wide- 
spread use of character reading at s . Ss an attempt to meas- 
ure human capacities and to determine an individual's mental stature 
with regard to every possible aptitude. It is an attempt to measure 
rather than to guess whether an individual is capable of learning 
what a teacher teaches. 
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be able to make plans concerning his report. That is quite a story: 
what a person is - in fact I have a very brilliant lecture on what a 
child really is. It is a rather technical matter. It tells how to 
pick up all kinds of technique in getting along with the world or get- 
ting along with themselves, the techniquewhich a child uses. It tells 
how to meet your enemy. You can meet him by Inking him straight in 
the eye. You can meet the enemy with silence. You can meet the 
enemy by making believe he is your friend, or you can méet the enemy 
out of the corner of your eye. It tells of character patterns from 
day by day - some good, some bad. 


The basic first step in the education of the emotions is to get 
&@ rough working description of what a person really is. Most of vs 
are hardly on speaking acquaintance with ourselves; for example, if I 
should tell you a funny story you would laugh, but if I should begin 
to talk about something dry about beginning to understand yourself or 
a nice technique for solving a difficult problem you would not find 
it very interesting. You have no insight on what a child really is. 
Much of the material that I have been unfortunate enough to read 
relative to the eduction of the emotions has been a sort of super- 
ficial view of human nature. Whether or not we understand what a per- 
son really is, that is the first step in doing something about the 
education of the emotions, 


There is a resolution which would be profitable for everyone to 
make. We will read no books on education unless in the preface the 
writer swears that he has spent a wek withhimself that he can hear 
and see what actually happened for fifty hours in typical class rooms. 
Only then will we read their books. 


QUESTION: Isn't it true that it concerns us whether it is sub- 
jective judgment or not? 


PROF. KNIGHT: I will take an illustration written by one of 
the authorities on health on one of the treatments common for T.B. 
where you dig a hole and lie in it and breathe. Most subjective 
judgment is evidence on which you base that. I do not think that is 
good as any evidence we can get. Many times it is our ego that leads 
us to express our opinions. We do express subjective judgments whether 
we have some evidence but not evidence that is thoroughly verified. 


Wouldn't you also mention a word of caution to the most objective 
judgments? About two or three years ago the objective judgments were 
accepted by large armies of unsuspecting parents and children. Now 
that is all nonsense. Objective evidence is tough on the mind. It 
is terfative evidence even though our best subjective evidence is 
also tentative. 


July 12, 1938 
Auditorium 
7:30 poem. 
All publication rights reserved by the speakers 
Reported, mimeographed, and distributed by the 
LECTURE REPORTING SERVICE 
4kQ0 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois Harrison 2731 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 2 
WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSION 


MATERIALS THAT ENRICH CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION: WHAT 
ARE THEY? HOW CAN THEY BE USED TO SUPPLEMENT THE 
TEXT BOOK EFFECTIVELY? 


by 
DR. PAUL T. RANKIN, Detroit Public Schools 


Let me start by telling you what happened in one classroom I 
visited in Detroit last winter. I went in to hear one of our Detroit 
public school radio programs called “History in the Making" and de- 
Signed for pupils in the junior and senior high schools. 


The school was a large junior high school in a lower middle 
class district which had a large proportion of colored pupils. The 
Class included about forty-five children in the eighth grade. 


The subject of the broadcast that day was "The Welfare Crists in 
Detroit.” The teacher used a few minutes before the broadcast came 
on to discuss with the pupils what they knew about the program of 
public assistance in Detroit. Eight or nine of the pupils came from 
homes that were on relief. A few in the class came from favored 
homes. There was much difference among the pupils in the understand- 
ing of the problem involved. 


The broadcast came on. The first incident was a brief dramatized 
flashback to a discussion between two business men during the stock 
market break in August, 1937. The narrator went on to tell what 
happened to business during the fall and early winter. The cold 
facts and figures were made live by a series of dramatic interludes 
in the experiences of one Detroit family. The first scene in June, 
1937 shows the man and wife buying new furniture on time on the 
strength of the man's job and regular wages. The next scene four 
months later shows the man with a friend at the factory talking over 
the likelihood of their losing their jobs. A week later John comes 
home laid off with no opportunity for work elsewhere. Three more 
weeks pass and the constable comes to pkk up the new furniture be- 

' cause they were unable to continue their payments. Finally their 
small savings are gone and they are forced to go to the Department of 
Public Welfare for relief. The broadcast closes with some up-to- 
date facts about the load on the Welfare Department in Detroit, the 
relation to WPA, and the apparent trends in the total picture, 


I watched the children during the broadcast. They leaned for- 
ward in their seats; they were intent on what they heard. One girl, 
who I later learned was from a relief family, wept. The broadcast 
came too close home for her, apparently. Following the broadcast, 
there was a lively discussion about some of the issues that were 
raised at the conclusion by the narrator. Only a few of these young 
sters had had direct personal experience with relief, but they all 
were aware of the importance of the relief problem. The broadcast 
had clarified the problem, had given them some new facts, had guided 
their interpretation,. This was a class in American History and 
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Civics. Is it not important that such a class arrive at an under- 
standing of public assistance to the needy and the other real prob- 
lems of today? 


I have described this particular incident in some detail because 
I think it illustrates as well as any one example could the possibil- 
ity of enriching classmom instruction through materials that supple- 
ment the textbook, 


Of course, the radio is not the only or perhaps even the most 
important means of enriching classroom instruction. Let me set out 
for you a number of such means of enrichment. I should like to group 
these under two general heads: first, the materials that may be used 
directly in the school and classroom, and second, those that utilize 
available experiences in the life of the community. 


Supplementing the Textbook. But before we consider these var- 
ied forms of enrichmént of instruction, may we give some thought to 
ways of using such supplements to teaching. The topic assigned me 
includes the phrase, "How can they (enrichment materials) be used to 
supplement the textbook effectively?" The value a teacher finds in 
supplementary aids will depend largely on how rigidly he holds v0 the 
concept of a particular course and a particular textbook. 


Let me illustrate. I think most of you would aes that a broad- 
cast on the problem of public relief might properly fit in a course 

on American History and Civics, and certainly in a course on American 
Life and Problems. But how about a course in World History or a 
course in Economics? If you were teaching World History, would you 
be willing to devote one period a week, say, to good radio broadcasts 
on contemporary problems? 


Or take another example. In Detroit, we hold school elections 
at the same times as regular city and state elections are held. All 
pupils in grad@ six through twelve register and vote. They vote for 
practically all offices and they vote on charter or constitutional 
amendments that may be under consideration by the adult electorate. 
True, they vote on instruction ballots, not real ones, but their 
votes are counted and reported in the city papers just as are the real 
votes by adults. Now to my point. Only a few of these puils from 
grades six through twelve are studying Civics. They are the only 
ones for whom the election project supplements the textbook very dir- 
ectly. Should they be the only ones to participate? We think not. 
We believe that fairly real experience in registering, in discussing 
issues and personalities among the candidates, in voting, and in tab- 
ulation of the votes are all important in the development of good 
citizens. Such activities may not supplement a particular textbook 
directly for many pupils, but in a very real sense they do supplement 
the general instructional program of the school. 


And so I want to urge that we search for enrichment materials 
and experiences that supplement not only a particular course and a 
particular textbook but also the school curriculum in its entirety. 
After all, courses are but convenient organizations of pupil exper- 
jences that are presumed to contribute to the attainment of the basic 
goals for which the school exists. Supplementary books, motion pic- 
tures, radio programs, trips and excursions, and other instructional 
aids may supplement particular courses or they may supplement the 
general program of the school. 
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CII - Lecture 2 3. 
Materials in the School 


First, then, the enrichment materials that may be used in the 
school itself. I shall discuss briefly the following: books and pam- 
phlets, newspapers and magazines, films and slides, the radio, trans- 
criptions and records. 


Books and pamphlets. One very important supplement to the text- 
book is other books and similar materials. The value of supplement- 
ary books of many kinds is so generally recognized that I need to say 
little or nothing about it. May I suggest, however, in this connec- 
tion the value of pamphlet materials of various types from various 
sources. Some of you have had the opportunity to visit curriculum 
laboratories here at the University of Illinois, at Northwestern Un- 
-iversity, and elsewhere. You must have been impressed with the tre- 
mendous variety of current pamphlet material that may be secured for 
the enrichment of teaching. Government publications in great numbers 
are available on many subjects. Furthermore, these booklets are gen- 
erally accurate and inexpensive and sometimes they are beautifully 
presented, as witness, for example, "The Future of the Great Plains.” 
Lists of government publications may be secured from the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, Washington D.C., on all kinds of subjects that are 
relevant to many of the courses that are taught in our schools. In 
addition, there are the pamphlet publications of numerous organiza-. 
tions like the Foreign Policy Association, the United States Chamber 
of Commerce, the American Federation of Labor, the Ford Motor Car 
Company, and hundreds of other private and semi-public agencies and 
organizations. It is true that much of this material is biased. But 
much of the material that students will find in life after they leave 
school is biased and they need to learn to use such materials intel- 
ligently and get the truth as far as possible from them. 


If you have not been using some of the government publications 
in your teaching of United States geography and history and present- 
day problems, let me suggest that you get two reports as samples and 
see if you do not find them very helpful. One is "The Future of the 
Great Plains;" the other is "Our Cities - Their Role in the National 
Economy,” a publication of the National Resources Committee in 1937. 
Both of these reports are available from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Washington, D.C., the report on Out Cities at fifty cents. 


Newspapers and Magazines. The newspaper and the magazine con- 
stitute another Siauirieant means of supplementing classroom instruc- 
tion. It has been recognized for years that they afford an excellent 
approach to the history, literature, and social life generally of our 
time. Increasingly, schools are providing newspapers and magazines 
by means of which pupils may achieve a greater understanding of pre- 
sent-day affairs, 


Most secondary schools do have magazines and newspapers. Gener- 
ally, however, there is but one copy of each and that copy is in the 
school library. Only a very few schools provide either newspapers 
or magazines in sufficient quantity to provide every pupil with one 
as would be true in the case of textbooks. 


The newspaper and magazine are important not only because they 
are good sources of information that pupils should know but also be- 
cause the newspaper and magazine constitute the bulk of reading by 
typical youth and adults. Analyses of the reading habits of adults 
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have revealed the fact that the typical adult spends more than half 
of the total time that he gives to reading in reading daily newspap- 
ers and that he gives more than half of the remainder of his reading 
time to magazines and other periodicals. The reading of books takes 
less than a quarter of his total reading time. Contrast this rela- 
tive emphasis, if you will, with he relative emphasis given in the 
school curriculum to the intelligent use of newspapers, magazines, 
and books. The development of interest and ability in the reading of 
books takes a large part of the time devoted to reading and litera- 
tare both in elementary and secondary schools. A very small proportion 
of the time devoted toliterature in high school English classes is 
usually spent on newspapers and magaines despite the fact that the 
students will shortly be giving the overwhelming majority of their 
time to these types of reading. It seems obvious that if the school 
is truly to help boys and girls to carry on effectively the activi- 
ties in which we know they will engage, we should give increased at- 
tention to the development of skill in the use of the newspaper and 
the magazine and a fine discrimination in the selection of the maten 
ials to be read in these forms, 


How can newspapers and magazines be used to supplement the text- 
book effectively? Many different ways have been developed by good 
teachers. Let me point to several. Fawcett of the Ohio State Univ- 
ersity High School has modified the course in geometry to emphasize 
its purpose in helping boys and girls to think more clearly. Inter- 
estingly enough, he calls the course "The Nature of Proof." The 
course provides pupils with the opportunity to study not only Euclid- 
ean gecmetry but also several non-Euclidean geometries. The theorems 
developed in these different schemes of spatial thinking differ, of 
course, in relation to the basic assumptions that are made. Mr. 
Fawcett thus helps his students to make and to understand the extreme- 
ly important generalization that conclusions depend largely on the 
assumptions that are made. Mr. Fawcett makes an interesting use of 
newspapers in this connection. He spends some time in having pupils 
apply what they have learned about the thinking and reasoning process 
in geometry to the thinking and reasoning process involved in solving 
current problems in economic, social, and political areas. For exanm- 
ple, he has students analyze editorials in competing newspapers, seek.- 
ing to discover the assumptions in the minds of different editorial 
writers. Similarly, students analyze advertisements to find the as- 
sumptions in the minds of those who prepare them. The newspaper thus 
becomes a significant supplement to the textbook in geometry for it 
affords the opportunity to enrich experience and to widen understand- 
ing. 


In the social studies the use of the newspaper and the news mag- 
azine is farly obvious. The National Council for the Social Studies 
has had a number of reports along this very line. In general, the 
most common use made is the study of the newspaper and periodical as 
a source of information about the history of today. 


Less frequently newspapers are used as source material for the 
understanding of the historical method. For years teachers of social 
studies have considered one major objective of their field to be the 
development in children and youth of the ability to understand and 
apply the scientific method in the field of human affairs. In the 
Middle Ages you may recall that the common form of proof of a state- 
ment was est scribendum - it is written. Today, however, the mere 
fact that something Is written does not necessarily make it true. 
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The teacher of history appreciates the necessity of developing in 
pupils at least a modicum of ability to get the truth from conflict- 
ing statements. Some teachers in teaching the Revolutionary War, for 
example, provide as supplementary materials for their pupils accounts 
of the Revolution as written from the English point of view. It is 
true that former Mayor Thompson of Chicago did not encourage this 
practice but many good teachers have engaged in it none-the-less. 
Simibrly, some teachers in the North are aware that complete under- 
standing of the Civil War cannot be attained by the exclusive study 
a materials prepared by writers sympathetic with the cause of the 
orth. 


But such an approach, though good, points toward the past. The 
newspaper and the magazine afford a fine opportunity to the teacher 
of the social studies who wishes to inculcate in his pupils a genuine 
love of truth and some ability to sift out the truth from conflicting 
statements. Boys and girls need to realize that history is still be- 
ing made, that the most significant of the events taking place and 
recorded now in the newspapers and magazines will presently be incor- 
porated in the histories of tomorrow. Students need to develop the 
habit of seeing several sides of a question and of trying to reach 
the best possible solution. The teacher who has such purposes can 
make good use of the newspaper. For example, in Detroit we have 
three daily papers: a conservative republican organ, a Hearst paper, 
and a moderately liberal paper somewhat associated with the Scripps 
interests. Both on national issues and on local issues there are 
ordinarily wide differences of editorial opinion in these three pa- 
pers. Similarly, the news is itself editorialized to a degree. That 
is, the news is selected and written to support or condemn certain 
hypotheses. The teacher who wishes to develop real ability in apply- 
ing the scientific method to the social studies can get much help by 
having occasional periods of study by pupils of the conflicting state- 
ments in these various local papers. 


Films and Slides. Lantern slides and motion picture films con- 
stitute another valuable form of enrichment. Again, their use in 
supplementing instruction may range from supplementing the remainder 
of the curriculum as a whole to supplementing the textbook and other 
materials available in the teaching of a particular unit. In Detroit, 
we use both of these types. In the elementary school auditorium, we 
provide motion picture films that deal with travel, safety, litera- 
ture, and other areas. Such films are thought of as supplementing the 
work of the school as a whole. Films shown in the auditorium are not 
usually planned with specific reference to the course of study in 
some subjects. These films are valued because of the way in which 
they enrich and extend children's experience along many lines. 


During recent years in Detroit, the use of the classroom motion 
picture has grown very greatly. In this case, the films are request- 
ed by teachers from our Department of Visual and Auditory Education 
in order to supplement particular parts of the textbook and course of 
study. Films are used extensivéey in the social studies and in science 
and to some extent in the other subjects. Lantern slides are used in 
very similar fashion. 


The Radio. The radio in the classroom, either direct or by 
transcription, is a relatively new and unexplored form of enrichment 
of classroom instruction. Every school in Illinois has supplementary 
books. Most schools in Illinois have at least some newspapers and 
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magazines for the use of pupils. Many schools in Illinois use lan- 
tern slides and motion picture films to vivify teaching. But unless 
Illinois is very different from Michigan, I doubt that more than a 
very small proportion of classrooms make regular and systematic use of 
radio programs as a means of extending the educational horizon. 


Yet the radio is an educational technique that holds many poten- 
tialities for the enrichment of classroom instruction. In the first 
place, the radio brings actuality into the classroom. The President 
or the Governor speaks on an important subject at an important time. 
The broadcast of this speech made on the spot (technically called a 
spot broadcast) allows pupils to come closer to the reality of im- 
portant events as they occur. Do you not yourself remember some dra- 
matic moments through such spot broadcats? For exaple, recall Pres- 
ident Roosevelt's inaugural address when the banks were all closed 
and when the situation looked very dark, indeed. Recall also the 
abdication speech of King Edward VIII. Recall the remarkable series 
of broadcasts from Vienna and London and Paris at the time of the — 
Nazi Anchluss. ‘Such events occur rarely, but may mean a great deal 
in making real to youth some of the contemporary figures and issues. 


There are also spot broadcasts from factories, laboratories, 
governmental departments and foreign countries that similarly may 
bring actuality into the classroom. Further, there are the manyfine 
musical programs that may be heard over the air. 


Second, the radio brings interpretation into the classroom. 
Programs like "The World is Yours," "The Columbia Workshop of the 
Air," "The Epic of America," and "Great Plays” are examples of dram- 
atized programs that help pupils to understand and interpret varied 
fields of educational experience. Consider, for example, one program 
that I remember on the "Columbia Workshop of the Air" - Madame Curie. 
This was a superbly presented dramatization of the life and work of 
the Curies. Pupils who hear this half-hour broadcast get a new 
appreciation of the scientific method and the place of the scientist 
in modern life. Another type of broadcast that emphasizes interpret- 
ation is the round-table type of which the University of Chicago 
Round Table and the Town Meeting of the Air @we good examples. In 
both of these cases, the listmer has the opportunity to hear differ- 
ent points of view with reference to an important issue presented 
clearly and fairly. Another source of interpretation is the comment- 
ary type of broadcast. The N.E.A. program over the Columbia Broad- 
casting System last fall on "Exits and Entrances" is a good example 
of this type of program. Each broadcast included about fifteen min- 
utes of dramatic presentation of some significant event followed by 
an interpretative discussion by a competent commentator. 


In the third place, the radio makes possible some direct teach- 
ing of a special subject in the classroom. In most sections of the 
United States, this aenue has not been utilized very extensively. 
In the Cleveland schools, however, radio programs are designed to 
present unusually effective direct teaching of materials for a par- 
ticular grade and subject. One area where this approach would seem 
particularly appropriate is in the teaching of modern foreign lang- 
uages. I understand that in England, the Scandinavian countries, 
and France particularly, extensive use is made of the radio in the 
teaching of foreign tongues. Particularly where the teacher of 
French or German is not thoroughly experienced in the use of the 
spoken tongue does it seem that radio programs regularly, perhaps 
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weekly, might contribute very greatly to the appreciation that 
students may have for the spoken language they are studying. 


Obviously, the use of the radio for the direct teaching of a spe- 
cial subject may require some local or regional organization to pro- 
vide appropriate programs at appropriate times for school use, A nun- 
ber of the larger cities in the East, including Philadelphia, Rochestei, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, and Indianapolis are providing various 
types of radio programs for use in the schools. Several regional sta- 
tions, including WLW at Cincinnati, WLS in Chicago, and the Wisconsin 
School of the Air at Madison are making efforts in this direction 
that should be of much interest to school.people. 


Of course, there are a number of difficulties in the use of the 
radio programs in the classroom. Most frequently mentioned, although 
i think not ultimately the most serious, is the problem of using 
broadcasts that come at a specified time regardless of how that tine 
fits into the time schedule of the classroom. The most serious diffi- 
culty we meet is the problem presented by teachers who hold so rigidly 
to textbook or course of study that they are unwilling to recognize 
the values from other sources. At times also there are principals 
who discourage teachers from going beyond the textbook and course of 
study for aids to instruction. I am impressed, however, by the sub- 
ject assigned me for this talk. It appears that it is taken for grant- 
ed in Illinois that the textbook should be supplemented and there 
are other sources of educational experience that should be utilized 
in the classroom. I am myself convinced that the more we teachers 
attempt to make school learning real and significant in the lives of 
the children the more will we reach out for supplementary materials 
like the newspaper, the motion picture, and the radio that are poten- 
tially so rich in educative value. 


Transcriptions and Records. Records of music of various types 
have been used 6xtensively in many school systems as aids in the teach- 
ing of music. Operas, symphonies, solos on various instruments, band 
pieces are all recorded in great variety by excellent performers. In 
Detroit, our Department of Visual and Auditory Education maintains a 
library of records just as it does a library of films and lantern 
slides. The records are available on request by teachers in the same 
general way. 


Interestingly enough, the records of music are used not only by 
music teachers but also by teachers of literature, the social studies, 
and other fields. The study of Spain, for example, is certainly en- 
riched by some listening to typical Spanish music. In the study of 
literature, the effective treatment of many lyrics is enhanced by 
giving pupils the opportunity to hear them well sung. Records consti- 
tute an important instructional aid that should be used more widely 
than is true in the great majority of schools. 


But I want to call attention this evening particularly to a new- 
er and I think even more significant development along this line. I 
refer to the use of transcriptions of radio programs. You all know 
that any radio program can be transcribed electrically and a record- 
ing made of it. Many programs that go on the air are transcribed im- 
mediately in order that there may be a permanent record of the pro- 
gram. These transcriptions may be made on ordinary ten- or twelve- 
inch records, playing seventy-cight revolutions per minute. The ob- 
jection to this size of recording is the short time that the record 
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may be played without turning. Most commonly radio programs are 
transcribed on sixteen-inch records that are played at the rate of 
33-1/3 revolutions per minute. One sixteen-inch record played at 

the 33-1/3 rpm rate will carry a full fifteen-minute radio program. 
The use of transcriptions of radio programs eliminates many of the 
difficulties attendant upon the use of programs as received by radio. 


What are these objections? One is the fact that the program 
may come at the wrong hour in the day. A transcription of the pro- 
gram, however, if available, and if the school has a play-back mach- 
ine on which a sixteen-inch recording may be played, may be used at 
any hour in the day at the convenience of the teacher. A second ob- 
jection to the radio program is that it may not fit into the outline 
of a particular course. Again note that a transcription of a radio 
program may be used by the teacher at the time in the course when it 
fits best. A third objection sometimes raised to the use of the 
radio in the classroom is the poor reception. This difficulty like- 
wise is obviated by the use of transcriptions. 


Many of the people who are working with radio in education are 
convinced that the plan of playig transcriptions on playback machines 
in the classroom is the best way to use radio. A fairly adequate 
playback machine with loud speaker can be secured for between fifty 
and seventy-five dollars. Transcriptions of significant radio pro- 
grams are not yet available commercially but it is expected that they 
will be available within the next few months. In the meantime, larg- 
er school systems at least may very easily secure recording equipment 
so that they can make their own transcriptions of the programs on 
the air that seem to be of value. These transcriptions may be made 
quite inexpensively and may then be ‘used over and over again in the 
classrooms as needed. 


Let me exemplify what may be done with the aid of transcriptions. 
A year ago the Mutual Broadcasting System put on a fine series of 
thirty-minute programs, cach dealing with a major event in American 
History as portrayed in James Truslow Adams! "The Epic of America." 
One program in this series, for example, dealt dramatically with the 
World War. Such a thirty-minute broadcast, requiring two sixteen- 
inch records, might be used either as an introduction to the unit on 
the World War or as a part of the summarizing and interpretative per- 
iod concluding a unit on the World War. It is amazing to see how 
effectively the radio scrigt writer and producer can give the essen- 
tial feeling of the World War period in a short thirty minutes. 


I do want to suggest that transcriptions and records are educa- 
tional aids of great potential value. Schools that are dtempting to 
supplement their classroom textbook program in various ways should 
not lose sight of the possibilities involved in transcriptions. May I 

urge that those scha@ils which are buying new playback machines to play 
records, plan at least to buy machines that will play records of dif- 
ferent sizes up to and including sixteen-inch and which will play 
either at 78 or 33-1/3 revolutions per minute. 


Experiences in Community Life 


Thus far I have spoken of materials that may be used directly 
in the school to supplement classroom instruction. These supplement- 
ary books and pamphlets, radio programs, films, slides, and other 
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aids are of unquestioned value but we should recognize that they all 
constitute second-hand contacts with actual experience. The environ- 
ment of pupils is really the primary source of their experience and 
learning. No consideration of enrichment materials is complete that 
does not include reference to ways and means of utilizing in the 
school the experiences that are potentially available there for chil- 
dren and youth. I wish to speak briefly of several possibilities 
along this line under the following heads: community surveys, trips 
and excursions, and services to the community. 


Community Surveys. Obviously, the first step in utilizing the 
community for the enrichment of classroom instruction is an inventory 
of community resources from this point of view. Recent publications 
like The Community School, the project of a committee of the Society 
for Curriculum Study, and the Survey Workbook for BE Analysis 
prepared as a@ part of the Akbama state c culum program us trate 
the attention being given currently to the adjustment of the curric- 
ulum to the distinctive characteristics of thé local community. 


Both teachers and pupils may properly be expected to share in 
the inventory of community facilities. The teacher needs to study 
the community in order to be able to plan effective uses of facili- 
ties. But the very process of studying the. community is so educative 
that it should not be limited to teachers alone; The pupils who seek 
out the educational resources of the community are the more likely 
to utilize these resources. 


Nearly every community contains many occupational activities, af- 
fords varied recreational opportunities, includes a number of insti- 
tutions of different types, offers some historical resources, and 
includes individual men and women who have had distinctive experienc- 
es or who possess unique objects of one sort or another. The survey 
should result in a compilation of these many resources. 


Trips and Excursions. Trips and excursions to supplement the 
textbook by direct observation of appropriate activities and materials 
in the school neighborhood may be extremely useful. I do not mean to 
imply that this idea is new. It has been used for years and perhaps 
for generations. But only in very few schools has the effort been 
made to use as fully as possible the facilities of the neighborhood. 
I remember one incident from my own teaching in this state nineteen 
years ago in the Pekin Community High School. At the beginning of 
the year, in the process of finding out about the pupils in my Civics 
and Chemistry classes, I discovered that the fathers of some 
of the students worked in coal mines near Pekin. On inquiry, I dis- 
covered that not a single one of these students had ever been in a 
coal mine. I straightway made arrangements to take a group of pupils 
down into a mine to see the conditions under which some of their par- 
ents worked. Being younger and less experienced then, I did not know 
enough to get the permission of the parents or take any other special 
safeguards for the pupils. But we made the trip and no one was hurt, 
fortunately. After walking about in a shallow vein for an hour, 
these boys and girls got a much better understanding not only of 
coal mining as a process but also of the difficulties and inconven- 
tences of work under such conditions. They came away with a new 
respect for the persistence under difficulties shown by their parents 
who worked with picks and shovels in the mine day after day. 
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I am not advocati that every class of school pupils go down in 
amine shaft. I do believe, however, that direct contact with the 
major occupation found in a local community, with the principal points 
of interest near-by, with the recreational opportunities of the area 
is very much worth while in extending and enriching school room work. 


I have been much impressed with the way in which the use of trips 
and excursions has grown during recent years. The State Department of 
Public Instruction in Pennsylvania, for example, has an entire bulle- 
tin devoted to the planning of what they call educational journeys. 
Two schools in New York City that I have visited plan rather definite- 
ly to have about one-fifth of the pupils in the school out on trips 
each day in the week. Perhaps too much time may thus be used in these 
particular schools but it is certain that most schools need to go much 
atone than they ordinarily do in providing basic experiences for 
Cc ren. 


It is not always or perhaps often possible to have entire classes 
go on such trips. Another possibility used a great deal in several 
schools is to send representatives of classes who may investigate and 
report back to their own groups. One such series in Pittsburgh, for 
example, included visits to the Mayor, the City Treasurer, county 
courts, and other city and county offices. One pupil from each Civics 
class in the city went on each trip. It was thus possible to give 
some direct contact to a great many pupils and indirect contact to 
all the pupils. This was done, you will note, without over-burdening 
the judges and supervisors and councilmen and other officers who were 
visited, for each had but one group during the semester. 


Another possibility, and one that we have used quite extensively 
in the Detroit schools, is the encouragement of punils to go to points 
of interest as individuals, as small groups of pupils or as family 
groups. One class at one of our high schools last semester, for 
example, arranged to have each student visit one or two of the social 
agencies in the city to get some understanding of their place in ur- 
ban life. Each student then wrote up the agency he had visited and 
reported on his trip to the class. The outcome of it all was 4 new 
appreciation of the services of the child-caring agencies, the homes 
for the aged, the protective work, and the character-building agen- 
cies - all supported by private funds. 


Services to the Community. Actual services ta the community con- 
stitute an 6ven more educative opportunity. In his book, "Youth 
Serves the Community," Paul Hanna has brought together a large number 
of instances of activities carried on by young people in connection 
with their school work that contribute in some way to the well-being 
of the community. This volume will repay careful study on the part 
of those who wish to supplement the textbook by activities that not 
only increase the growth of the pupils but also result in products of 
value to the community. 


One of the most striking illustrations that has come to my atten- 
tion in this connection is what occurred in a small southern town in 
the midst of a very badly eroded section of the country. Government 
agents from the Department of Agriculture had endeavored to interest 
the farmers in the prevention of further erosion there and in the 
correction of present difficulties. These efforts were unavailing, 
however, until a class of school pupils became interested and took 
two similar pieces of badly eroded land for an experiment in soil 
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conservation. On one piece of land were practiced contour ploughin 
and the other steps recommended for the preservation of the soil an 
the prevention of erosion. The other piece of land was handled in 
the manner usual to that region. Careful records of the amounts of 
soil lost on both pieces of land were kept. The results were very 
striking and the attitude of the farmers in the community changed 
when they had the evidence before their eyes of what might be accom- 
plished when the recommendations of the Department of Agriculture 
were followed. 


Service to the community may take many forms. Grounds may be 
beautified, parks developed, playgrounds constructed, bad sanitary 
conditions revealed and remedied, traffic hazards detected and correc- 
ted. These services appear to be worth while in and of themselves 
and at the same time they make possible very real growth on the part 
of the students who participate. 


A word of summary. The wise teacher who covets for his pupils 
rich and balanced growth toward the objectives of the school will use 
many varied materials for the enrichment of instruction in the class- 
room. Although the textbook still is probably the most important 
single means of instruction, it may well be supplemented by other in- 
structional materials in the shool and by other pupil experiences in 
the life of the community. Under the head of school materials men- 
tion was made of supplementary books and pamphlets, newspapers and 
magazines, lantern slides and motion picture films, the radio, and 
the transcriptions of radio programs that are coming into being as 
significant aids to instruction. Under the head of community exper- 
iences, there has been some presentation of community surveys, trips 
and excursions, and services to the local community. 


The process of teaching becomes steadily more complex. New 
tools and new aids we constantly being devised. It behooves every 
one of us who bears the name of teacher to be alert to developments 
along these lines in order that we mayaid all the pupils in our char 
charge to achieve the maximum of their potentiality. 


Me de ae 


E. H. CAMERON: 

A very frequent criticism of professors of education is that 
they don't practice what they preach. Their theory is not tried out. 
It takes a man with tremendous courage to try to demonstrate that he 
can actually teach in such a way as to stimulate his pupils to think. 
Practically everybody in this room either has taught or is now teach-~- 
ing and I am sure you will recognize the difficulties that will be 
attendant upon this demonstration lesson which Professor Reeder has 
agreed to give us. I hope you will follow him with a very sympathetic 
attention. 
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DEMONSTRATION LESSON - STIMULATING PUPIL THINKING 
(Pupils from the University High School) 


by 
Professor E, H. REEDER, University of Illinois 


PROF, REEDER: May I say that it was impossible to arrange for 
any system in regard to speakers. You can see where the young people 
are seated. If you cannot hear and persist in sitting in the back, 
don't blame me. I might say that I have had four periods with these 
young people. Our purpose is to discuss the stand the United States 
as a nation, and we as individuals, should take toward the conflict 
between Japan and China. We shall discuss these different aspects: 


Will someone sum up for Japan her point of view? 


STUDENT: She believes that China is not capable of governing 
herself. Japan claims that China has natural resources and these are 
needed to help Japan's people. Japan says, “If we are to help China 
progress, we shall help our own nation, Japan. We are not doing any- 
thing that other nations have not done in the pat. Look at England 
and India, Italy and Ethiopia." 


PROF. REEDER: Will someone now sum up China's point of view? 


STUDENT: The Chinese! attitude is that China is their country. 
They want to develop it. They have taken steps toward a strong cen- 
tral government. China says that Japan does not want to help them; 
Japan wants to control them, and they do not want to be controlled. 
They want to be free to develop themselves and become civilized. 
They do not want supervision. They want educational institutions, 
schools, hospitals, and universities but not with Japan's help. She 
says that Japan has forgotten all about schools and hospitals, and 
is entirely engrossed in invading China. 


PROF. REEDER: There is the view from both sides and both situa- 
tions summed up. What about the outcome? Should you show Japan that 
it should cease doing what the rest of the nations have done? 


STUDENT: There is an old saying that might makes right, and I 
think that this would apply in this or any situation of international 
affairs. If a nation has the strength to overcome another nation; 
then she has the right to go out and do that. 


STUDENT: First, consider that two wrongs do not make a right. 
Could you make her say that? I would like to ask the question of our 
last speaker. What is right in this sense? 


STUDENT: What do we mean by right? By what should we judge what 
is right? An international law is made by precedent and it is made 
by justices. Precedent does not say that might makes right. Do you 
approve of that? 


STUDENT: It seems that no one has been able to answer my qués- 
tion. I will answer it myself. Right is might. I agree with hin, 
because I think that what is right depends upon what the powers and 
nations want it to be, Right is might because it has been the 
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powerful nations who can say what is right, and China is between a 
major and a minor nation. 


PROF. REEDER: Would you like to live in a world where that 
kind of thing prevailed? If you would, then you believe that Joe 
Louis is the rightest man in the United States. 


STUDENT: Might I add that we do live in that type of world. 
PROF, REEDER: Then why do you establish hospitals? 


STUDENT: Mostly because we are very soft-hearted. I think we 
establish hospitals to take care of the weaker who are defeated by 
the stronger. 


PROF, REEDER: You people do not really believe all this, do 
you? You don't practice it. I asked you to come here and take part 
in this discussion. Why did you come here? I didn't force you to. 
Why did you come? 


STUDENT: I came out of common courtesy. 


PROF. REEDER: Courtesy has no place in a world where might 
makes right. It is plain foolishness. 


STUDENT: I agree with you. 


PRO#, REEDER: Would you people really enjoy living in a world 
where might makes right. Would you be happy? Would you relinquish 
your right to think as you please? Germany says so and the mighty 
put it over on the weak. If you would express such opinions as you 
have expressed here tonight you would land in a concentration camp. 


STUDENT: Answering your first question as to how many of us 
would be happy living in such a world, I would ask this: how many 
people are happy in this group? The majority of you would raise 
your hands. And you do live in a world where might is right. 


PROF. REEDER: You did not answer my question. 


STUDENT: I think we are talktng about two different things - the 
right of individuals and the right of nations. 


PROF. REEDER: It would be perfectly all right for your own na- 
tion to gobble up a small one. It would be all right. What would 
be the Hitimate result? Why is Belgium still in existence? She 
wasn't a large nation. We defended her and we were the mighty during 
the World War. 


STUDENT: It took four or five nations cooperating to do it. 
What they should have done was to wait until the others killed each 
other off and then we would have been on top. 


PROF, REEDER: I would hate to live in a world of that type. I 
have found this world a world in which kindness has sa place. I have 
been extremely glad to live in it. 


STUDENT: Before this subject is passed, I would like to make 
one more comment. You said you have found kindness. Isn't kindness 
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merely a form of powr and might. Every act of kindness makes a per- 
son happy. 


PROF. REEDER: But it doesn't get you anywhere. What do you 
think of Japan - that she wants to help China? Is that what she 
wants to do? 


STUDENT: Chinese civilization is much older. What right has 
Japan to say that the other is not civilized? 


PROF. REEDER: Do you think our ways are the only civilized ways? 
There are other nations. What is your side? 


STUDENT: Japan is of the western world while China is of the 
Eastern world. They both had an equal chance. We opened up Japan 
and China at the same time. Japan accepted the ways of the western 
world and China refused. 


STUDENT: Japan says our ways are the civilized ways and that 
she will make China conform. 


PROF. REEDER: Is that sound? Why or why not? 


STUDBNT: Japan's way of civilizing people is to get what she 
can out of them. They have sent people to get knowledge from us. I 
think Japan is very fine and I believe she should go into China. 
But, they will introduce civilization in a very funny way by war. 


STUDENT: I believe that Japan's trying to civilize China is 
merely an excuse to go in and get their natural resources. 


_ STUDENT: It may be an excuse, but I think they will civilze 
hina. 


STUDENT: China was really very civilized. Japan has only a 
modern civilization. While Japan claims to be Civilizing China, it 
is tearing down schools and hospitals. It is such a costly war that 
it won't have the resources to repair for a long time; so it will be 
going backward. 


STUDENT: It can be shown that in North China, which has been 
taken by Japan, they are already ack | in telephones and telegraph 
stations. Each part that they take of China is being repaired with 
improvements right after the battle. 


PROF, REEDER: What do you mean by civilization? How does Japan 
define civilization? 


STUDENT: I think she means that our form of civilization is 
best and should be connected by cable, wireless telegraph, etc., 
uniting our civilization with theirs. 


PROF. REEDER: Do the rest of you agree? 


STUDENT: I think civilization is deeper than that. It is a 
feeling. It does not matter particularly whether you have the right 
impulse oF attitude. 
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PROF, REEDER: What kind of an attitude? 
STUDENT: There is no question about the efficiency of Japan. 
PROF, REEDER: Would you like to live in Japan? 


STUDENT: In the modern cities they have the same types of civ- 
ilization that we do, but back in the interior it is not civilized. 


PROF. REEDER: What about freedan of speech? 


STUDENT: There is none at all, unless they are with the govern- 
ment. 


PROF. REEDER: Could we discuss such questions as these in Japan? 
Do you call that civilization? 


STUDENT: During the World War we would have considered it very 
improper and as an act against the government to discuss the German- 
American cause. 


PROF. REEDER: Yes, but it was done. 

STUDENT: Not so openly as we are doing it now. 

PROF. REEDER;: It was done very openly in the United States and 
still more openly in England. But what is civilization? You haven't 
answered my question. 

STUDENT: It is a humane attitude. It seems to me that we ought 
to be back in the days of our forefathers. After all, what is a 
telephone if you can't use it? 


PROF. REEDER: What action could we take on the Japan-China 
situation? 


STUDENT: We could make a definite law to cut off our trade. 
PROF. REEDER: What would that involve? 


STUDENT: That would hurt our trade. We have a large percen- 
tage of trade with Japan. Also, a national boycott is an act of war. 


PROF, REEDER: Therefore, what would happen? 


STUDENT: Certainly there would be a war declared provided Japan 
was successful in China. 


PROF. REEDER: Wouldn't it be almost necessary, in order to 
avoid a war, to declare a boycott against both of the countries? 


STUDENT: Why coulin't we boycott one or the other? Why not 
take sides? 


PROF. REEDER: What would a boycott do? 


STUDENT: A boycott would not affect the militarists as much as 
it would affect the Japanese workersand Japaese industrialists, and 
they are just as much against the war as we are. 
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STUDENT: I think it would affect the militarists very largely, 
because many of our shipments to Japan are raw materials. 


PROF. REEDER: Suppose we would boycott Japan, because China is 
right. That would be a national statement or a moral judgment, Or we 
have thought the thing over and we judge that China is wrong and 
Japan is right. As a nation we are making 4s moral judgment. A na- 
tion hasn't the right to make a moral judgment, but if the nations 
were to band together and form their moral judgment, it would be 
right. If you look into the history of the past, you will notice 
that all the larger aggressions have ben brought about by one nation 
instead of a group of nations. What is your conclusion? 


STUDENT: My conclusion is that it will be practically impos- 
sible to accomplish anything by banding together with other nations 
to reach an agreement against either of the belligerent nations. 


PROF, REEDER: Why not? 


STUDENT: I think that would be the only way we could stop it, 
because if we went together with England, we could stop it. 


STUDENT: Looking back into history again, you will recall how 
meee oc ete held out. Germany was fighting against the majority of 
the world. 


STUDENT: It is not so much the size of the dog in the fight, 
but the size of the fight and the dog. 


PROF, REEDER: You don't really mean that? 
STUDENT: Yes, I do. 


PROF. REEDER: ‘You don't mean that a nation can fight efficient- 
ly without food, ammunition, and supplies? What beat Germany in the 
war? Her supplies were cut off. Japan has the same situation. That 
illustrates what has appeared in the past. 


STUDENT: You have to be sure your parallel is exact, because 
at the beginning of the war Germany and Austria had an immense 
amount of land and they went to pieces when that gave away. Japan 
hasn't much land. If England and America would be fighting you can 
be almost sure that Italy and Germany would go into the fight. 


PROF, REEDER: I do not think Japan is at all sure of that. 


STUDENT: The government of Japan is discouraging the farmers 
from growing food. It wants them to grow cotton and depend upon the 
imports for their food. They would be practically helpless, 


PROF, REEDER: What we will try to do is to think over these 
ay I am going to pass on to another subject, What should the 
American citizens think? Does it make any differente what the aver- 
age American thinks? What we are doing is wasting our time. Why 
should we bother to discuss it if it is so unimportant? How nice it 
would be if we could all grow wings and fly. What happens to the 
nation affects us and we should be interested in it. We don't need 
to take any military force; a moral force should be enough in the 
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twentieth century. It is through the League that this force works in 
the United States. Which of these nations of the world feels that 
America is definitely against her? Does it worry her? 


STUDENT: Yes, it worries her a great deal. She is recognizing 
the fact that what the average citizen thinks makes a big difference, 
and that freedom to think is what we prize so highly. 


_PROF. REEDER: I would like to carry that a bit farther. What 
difference does it make to Japan what we, as a nation, think? 


STUDENT: Suppose all people would agree that Japan was wrong. 
Each business firm would form a boycott and that in itself would hurt 
Japan. You would get petitions around your churches and organizations 
and even your colleges to boycott Japanese products. It would still 
hurt Japanese trade and if everybody quit buying Japanese products, 
the trade would be hurt still more. 


STUDENT: Wouldn't it hurt us almost as much as it would hurt 
Japan? Can you, as a straight thinking business man, afford to lose 
trade? If you went into a store and did not buy a single 10 cent 
Japanese product, it would force the company to go into bankruptcy. 
This company has a great variety of stock holders, and if the company 
went bankrupt the average citizen would be affected. 


PROF, REEDER: We'll close up this discussion. Picture to your- 
self then a town that has just been bombed. Here are dead people ly- 
ing all over, bodies torn apart, blood everywhere. Here is a dying 
person and I am talking to him. He can speak English and he says to 
me, "How can you in your country believe in decency; how can you buy 
from this nation that is tearing us apart?" I say to him, "Our stock- 
holders would be terribly hurt if we didn't.” In other words can you 
ever do what is right without sometime along the way being hurt a bit? 
I think it would not last very long before it would hurt somebody or 
hurt us. You figure up what it would amount to, if at least 25 per- 
cent of the people have stock in some large company. 


STUDENT: Think what it would be if they went over to Japan or 
over to China and yet at home our widows are starving. 


PROF. REEDER: You're right. Youcan't compare a los of life to 
a loss of money; at least, it is pretty hard to say it when a person 
is dying. It seems to me that there is the situation; we have dis- 
cussed it; and I hope you will go away and think about it. In Ger- 
many or in Italy at the present time, what the average person really 
thinks does not make any difference. Why? Because he doesn't have a 
chance to speak, The average person is taught to think. In America 
where we do have freedom of thought, it makes a big difference, and 
that is why it seems worth while for you to be thinking in terms of 
these questions even though you are just a few of the 130 million. 
Thank you very much for coming here and talking to us about these 
questions. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION 


Discussion Committee: E.H. Cameron, Chairman, J. W. 
Carrington, T. H. Cobb, 0. M. Corbell, E. H. Reeder, 
O. V. Shaffer. 


MR. COBB: I did not put on my coat because I wascold. I really 
don't know what to talk about; I don't have any questions to answer 
or to ask; I was, of course, interested in his speech. I think it is 
an important duty to the teacher and the school to help the child to 
have some considerable understanding of what is going on about him. 
I think that the schools in the past have neglected an important func- 
tion in doing that. Another point that I gathered is that teachers 
don't always recognize this about the materials aboutthem. Neither 
do they take advantage of the importance of the materials about them 
such as elections, campaigns, political and economic associations in 
the community. I am sure that it is true that everybody takes advan- 
tage of the enrichment values of the community. The third point; it 
is important for the teacher to know the distinguishing sources of en- 
richment such as pamphlets, books, maps, charts, films, slides of all 
kinds, put out by the government, put out by industrial institutions, 
put out by organizations, put out by propagandists. In connection 
with that, I gathered that he considered it significant, and an impor? 
ant part of the teacher's duty, to help thechild to develop some sort 
of judgment in the matter of determining propaganda when he comes face 
to face with it. I think that is an important thing. Then I gatherec 
this important thing: there is a considerable enrichment of material 
for instruction in his recommendation that history is not all in 
books. History is outside of books and is going on now. It is his- 
tory as soon as it is past. It is important for you teaches to try 
to help the child to develop a discriminating judgment about current 
conditions as well as past conditions. He called all those conditions 
special, and I gathered that he will put those things across. I 
think I have done nothing more or less than summarize what he said. 
Professor J. W. Carrington will continue this discussion. 


PROF. CARRINGTON: Do you people stick around because you are 
interested, because you are couteous, or because you have perspired 
so much that you can't get loose from the seat. Last night I opened 
this convention by talking about the wys of enriching education and 
every session so far has used that same topic for discussion. If we 
work out one plan to act on, we will consider this conference worth- 
while. Throughout this discussion tonight, I think it is very evi- 
dent that the two theories will clash and we are all afraid to get 
off the fence between two theories of education. The speaker talked 
about enriching classroom procedure. That smacks immediately of a 
certain type of philosophy - the logically organized certain type of 
subject matter. These on the platform emphasized that the school 
should be alive, and that begins to smack of the old thing bobbing 
out all over again. Both theories came up in every session. How 
much arithmetic shall we teach? How can it be enriched? This one 
professor in his classes cannot tell, when the simplest problem comes 
up, how to golve it in this way. This interest is shown in all that 
is going on. Will I be pardoned for saying that we can't put life in 
any subject when we know there isn't life there and never will be. 


We go together and set up the objectives of education and hew 
to the line; accord such and such subject matter; stick to the aims 
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of education that you and I decided upon or that the faculty wanted. 
Nobody can settle it. I think we have talked enough about enriching 
the average class room situation. We just do not enrich. Many 
schools are really doing what we have discussed here, Are we killing 
education, or would it be better to swing it little by little over 

to the experimental stage or bring all high schools together with 
equal subject matter lines. Perhaps we can make better progress when 
we take that attitude. We must get off the fence. Isn't there a 
middle ground if you are honest in taking a middle ground? If you 
can do this, be sure you are not kidding yourself and not alibing 
yourself. We are very much afraid of getting on one side of the 
fence or the other. It will pay to set up your own evaluations. We 
have to fall back on philosophy, and I think we will do better if we 
meet on common ground and stay there. 


QUESTION: I am going to ask a question that I have had in my 
mind but did not think I would ask. Do you know from actual experi- 
ence by contact with classrooms what dangers are cropping out in 
connection with the sort of thing that we were describing tonight - 
enriching the so-called program of the school? Are there dangers? 


ANSWER: Of course there are dangers of the type he has just 
spoken of. I must say that I agree very much with most of what has 
gone before about our attempting to patch up things. Let me refer 
to something said by a good friend of mine - a dean at the University 
of Detroit. He is president of the National Conference of Office 
Workers. He was talking on one occasion about the possibility of 
several patterns of organization and socialistic life and he damned 
them very heartily. I was more or less amused; then he damned the 
present capitalistic party, finance capitalists, and told what he 
thought this country needs and he described what I understand social- 
ism to be. I personally am very much in sympathy with his remarks, 
but I can't help feelirg that I am in a public school system and that 
I have some responsibility in the personal relations of our school 
system. it is very difficult to go the whole hog. It is very diffi- 
cult to say we will throw this mess overboard. It may be that we 
need something like what Mr. Knudsen spoke of last night. I can't 
help thinking that we can do a great deal with the present structure 
without having so many teachers lose their jobs. We can make a. 
Change and I think we have to work through an organization in the 
great majority of public schools. 


QUESTION: I don't know exactly what you mean. Can there be 
too much of that? 


ANSWER: If you were referring to the interest in temporary af- 
fairs, it seems to me that it will be a long time before we have too 
much, 


QUESTION: Do you find actually that there is not enough? 


ANSWER: I am not very glad about your last remarks. I get in 
remarks in other communities during the year, I certainly must say 
that in my experience I do not see any overdoing of the realities of 
life for children as a basis of their scvhool experience. These seem 
more important and more real than any subjects that are taught in the 
schools. It is based so much on the essentials of the thing and is 
based so much on the elements of community life and social problems. 
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In 25 class rooms in Detroit I do not know of more than a half dozen 
in which they have gone so far that we had to call the teacher back 
and have her teach more of the text book. 


QUESTION: I have two or three questions I should like to ask. 
What approaches do you use to eradicate the idea that audio-visual 
aids are not second-hand experiences, but are real experiences inso- 
far as the child takes part in producing them on the air, etc.? 


ANSWER: In connection with radio we think of our radio programs 
as having three major purposes: (1) interpretation of schools to the 
public; (2) the development of taste in radio production; (3) the 
provision for preparation on the part of the youngster for a new and 
very real activity in his life. 


A typical youngster listens to the radio over two hours a day. 
If the radio is going to take a great part of his waking time it does 
seem that he ought to have some basic experiences in that field so 

we have several programs and they put on musical shows and dramatic 
shows and over 9% of the children listened to the programs. Most of 
those groups were obviously in music or special classes. We have 
found that it is extremely important to encourage a youngster to have 
his own slides, making his own pictures, and it gives the opportunity 
for a good deal of creativeness, it gives more expression, and unques- 
tionably it has helped him to select better pictures. We do a great 
deal in the field of radio and we do feel that it provides important 
experience. 


QUESTION: How was this group of students selected? 


PROF. REEDER: The group was selected and are regularly studying 
at the University High School. They are taking a course in history. 
It isn't a part of the regular course at all - it was something that 
I selected. The first two who talked had definitely planned for 
their talks ahead of time. They were coached ahead of time. I knew 
nothing whatever about what the rest of them were to say, for they 
were not coached in their opinions. 


* & & 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 3 
THURSDAY EVENING SESSION 


DESCRIPTION OF GUIDANCE PROGRAM BEING USED 
IN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, MOLINE, ILLINOIS 


by 
C. R. CRAKES, Principal 


I have been asked to contribute a small part to this program 
in the form of a brief discussion covering the essential features of 
@ practical Vocational and Educational Guidance Program for a second-~- 
ary school. 


I approach this topic with considerable fear and trembling, 
not so much in fear of the topic, but one is so apt to be misunder- 
stood when he attempts to discuss such a controversial subject as a 
working Guidance Program. 


As a practical school man, I am of the opinion that much good 
paper and ink have been wasted in the printing of many of the mono- 
graphs, theses, and special articles on the general topic of Voca- 
tional Guidance, By "wasted" I mean that so many of these articles 
have been written by college students, university professors, and 
others who do not have a clear idea of how to make a practical appli- 
cation of the theories back of the whole Guidance movement. 


Their first mistake is that they have not defined or made clear 
the exact meaning of the term Vocational and Educational Guidance. I 
feel that the time has come when some group of educators, such as a 
conference of this kind, shall attempt to evaluate, and, if you 
please, unify our thinking along these lines. There is no valid reas. 
on why we should not agree to a large extent with the basic principle: 
involved in an efficient, workable Guidance Program. 


To the graduate student in the school of education, the magic 
word "Guidance" appears to be a good topic for a thesis and provides. 
an interesting field of research. To many college professors it also 
means an interesting topic for research and one which warrants the 
writing of several books and monographs. Most of these have no par- 
ticular bearing on the operation of a Guidance Program,but seem only 
to provide an outlet for some internal urge to write. 


My comments up to this point may appear to be somewhat cynical 
and out of order in a meeting of this kind. In all seriousness, how- 
ever, I feel there is no educational topic under discussion today 
that is so badly misunderstood as the general field of Vocational 
and Educational Guidance. The lack of good Vocational and Educations’ 
Guidance programs is one of the weak links in our present educational 


system. 


There seems to be almost a total lack of understanding of how 
to make a gimple practical application of the principles which have 
been developed through years of research and study. To many school. 
men such a program means 4 very elaborate and expensive organization, 
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&@ department which becomes involved in complex reports, and which 
calls for an elaborate testing procedure plus a personnel trained in 
such fields as psychiatry, testing and counseling. 


In my opinion much delay in instituting Guidance Programs has 
been due to the fact that so much of the literature on the subject is 
devoted to a discussion of these elaborate programs. Apparently, the 
average educational writer considers it beneath his dignity to discuss 
simple techniques and procedures. They must be vague, complex, and 
complicated to the nth degree. Only when we clear away much of this 
haziness and loose thinking will we find practical sincere school ad- 
ministrators and teachers ready and willing to establish workable 
Guidance programs. 


In our Senior High School over at Moline, we have gone through 
much of this preliminary experimentation, and after several years of 
observing how many of such programs fail, we started out to develop 
& simple program which would fit the needs of high school students in 
that particular community. Here are the steps we use in developing 
such & program. 


First, a rather extensive library of Vocational Guidance mater- 
ial was accumulated. Several hundred references were gathered and 
catalogued under fourteen classifications. These classifications 
include Agriculture, Building Trades, Commercial, Engineering, Home 
Making and Allied Arts, Journalism, Machine and Related Trades, Mer- 
chandising, Mining and Manufacturing, Practical Arts, Professions, 
Social and Civil Service, Transportation and Communication, and 
Miscellaneous. 


This material has been selected from many sources and includes 
special monographs, produced by various publishing companies, books, 
trade journals, and magazines. Although time does not permit my list- 
ing all the material we are now using, I will mention a few of the 
outstanding references used in our program. 


"Career Monographs" (77 in number). Institute for Research, 
537 S. Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois. 
"Commonwealth Monographs" (35 in number). Commonwealth Publish. 
ing Company, Chicago. 
' Careers Ahead: by Cottler and Brecht. Little Brown & Company. 
An Outline of Careers: Bernays. Doubleday, Doran and Company. 
Vocational Civics: Giles. Macmillan. 


Courses and Careers: Gallagher. Harper. 

a anrer for the Professions and Allied Occupations. Bureau of 
Vocationa ormation, New Yor VY. 

Occupational Orientation, Bennett. Society for Occupational 
Research, aivereley of southern California. 


Wage Earnings and Education, Lutz. Survey Committee of the 
Greve lant poaneeti on: " 


Choosing an Occupation, Ziegler and Jaquette. John V. Winston. 
Co. as a ook eNotes 0 


Jobs for Girls, Cades. Harcourt, Brace & Co, 

My Life Work, Rodgers and Belman. McGraw-Hill. 
Heroes and Hazards, Norris. Macmillan. 

Careers in the Making, Logie. Harper & Brothers. 
focations for Giris, selle. Houghton Mifflin. 


Women Proressionai Workers, Adams. Macmillan. 
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Boys ang Girls in Commercial Work, Stevens, Survey Committee 
of the eve oundation. 


Find Yourself, Cohen. Sears Publishing Company. 
areers, Cohen. Thomes Nelson & Love. 


Opportunity, Cohen. Thomas Nelson & Love. 


This material is kept up to date, additions being made each year, 
while certain items may be eliminated. Lists of this material are 
mimeographed and filed according to the vocational classifications 
giv™m above. 


Second, catalogues from over a hundred universities and coli- 
eges were catalogued, and filed for ready reference. Each catalogue 
has a tab in that section which outlines the entrance requirements. 
Thus reference work is facilitated and much time is saved in answer- 
ing questions of students interested in a particular college. 


Third, a simple office record interview card was developed 
along with astudent's copy of the same card. 


I have a small supply of this mimeographed material, also some 
of our interview cards and some of the forms to be filled out by stu- 
dents and taken home to their parents. You are welcome to them as 
long as they last. If you do not receive a sample and would care to 
have one sent to you, a postcard will bring the desired material. 


Fourth step, all second-semester students are called into the 
conference room one at a time. The counseling work is handled large- 
ly by the assistant principal and registrar, with some help of the 
principal. Across the conference desk the student is encouraged to 
discuss freely his educational and vocational plans or dreams. The 
student is made to feel that the counselor is a sympathetic friend. 
This condition is largely created by having the counselor do very 
little talking, but considerable listening to the comments made by 
the student. 


The counselor makes a few notations on the front of the record 
card either during the conference or directly afterwards. This in- 
formation is used for follow-up purposes as well as in checking on the 
student in his last year in high school. On the back of the card a 
tentative subject-matter program is developed for the remaining two 
years in high school. This program, of course, is based on the dis- 
cussion which has been carried on by the counselor and the student, 
suggestions made by the counselor, opinions expressed by the student, 
and observations made from the student's permanent record card, 
which is on the counselor's desk. 


At the close of the conference the student is asked to copy 
this tentative subject-matter schedule on a prepared form, take it 
home, and discuss the whole matter withhis parents. He is then given 
& mimeographed list of references covering the vocational fields in 
which he has shown particular interests. The counselor generally 
checks specific references on the sheet so that the student will be 
encouraged to read material which has a direct bearing on the voca- 
tion in which he is most interested. The student is advised to read 
these references at his leisure and at a later time to discuss colleg 
entrance requirements. If the student has suggested some college 
from which we do not have a catalogue, that catalogue is ordered and 
is on hand when the student returns for the second conference. 
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As a result of thes quite simple procedures, we are finding 
that students are becoming much more interested in planning for their 
futures. In the majority of cases they are also making a more intel- 
ligent subject-matter schedule in their last two years of high-school 
training. 


An increasing number of parents are becoming more interested 
in assisting their children to make an intelligent selection of a 
college, one which will give the training desired. 


The writer feels that the average public high school should 
supply authentic information on the various vocations open to Ameri- 
can citizens. We should supply this information to the boy and girl 
while they are in high school. By means of friendly discussion we 
assist in developing a desire on the part of the student to think 
about and learn something of the opportunities open to him. I do 
not believe we have any right to state, even in a tentative manner, 
that any boy or girl is not qualified to prepare for any particular 
vocation. Every child should be encouraged to make the most of his 
abilities and opportunities. We should point out the road along 
which he may travel in reaching his goal. The writer thus feels that 
we are going as far as a public school has a legitimate right to go 
in the matter of providing Vocational and Educational Guidance. 


We know that much of the reference material is being read. 
Some of it is even being read by parents. We also know that students 
are consulting our Educational Guidance files. As 4 by-product of 
this activity our graduates are being more widely scattered in col- 
leges and universities which meet their training needs. We believe 
that such a condition will aid in developing more cosmopolitan atti- 
tudes on the part of the young college graduates who return and 
establish themselves in this community. 


Those who do not go away to college have ben given reliable in- 
formation concerning the vocations in which they may attempt to make 
use of their training and capacities. 


We believe there will be a decrease in the number of our stu- 
dents taking "“blind-alley" jobs. We also believe that there will be 
greater happiness and contentment for our boys and girls when they 
leave school to become participants in the complex social and econ- 
omic activities of our modern world. 


DESCRIPTION OF GUIDANCE PROGRAM BEING USED IN 
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PEKIN, ILLINOIS 


by 
R. V. LINDSEY, Principal 


Youth problems have assumed major importance in the considera- 
tion of our curriculum difficulties during the past ten years. A re- 
sume of the conditions which have made us so youth conscious would 
probably be a waste of time. We know how the personnel of the studen' 
enrollment has increased and that a shortage of jobs and a growing 
interest in high school attendance are two of the reasons for this 
enrollment growth. 
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With the increase in enrollment came a need for reconstruction 
of the curriculum in order that the school might adjust more effic- 
iently to the abilities and interests of all of the student group. 
With this change in the curriculum has come a shift in emphasis from 
the college preparatory objective to the integrated personality ob- 
jective. The chief purpose of education on the secondary school lev- 
el today is to assist the individual in the development of an inte- 
grated personality to the end that he may make the most efficient and 
satisfactory environmental adjustments of which he is capable. When 
only twenty-five to thirty per cent of high school graduates ever 
attend college there can be no justifiable reason for forcing the 
other seventy or seventy-five per cent to take the conventional type 
of training. 


A diversified program such as is necessary in the modern high 
school will not function efficiently if students are left to grope in 
the dark when selecting their curriculum. Young people enjoy explor- 
ation and they appreciate the opportunity of "trying their wings” in 
different forms of activity but without counsel and guidance much of 
the students! time may be wasted. Parallel with the task of guding 
youth goes the related problem of keeping alert to community and stu- 
dent needs in order that the school authorities may always be certain 
that the curriculum offerings afford the type of training which will 
serve most efficiently in assisting the student to adjust to life 
situations. While this last mentioned problem is closey allied with 
guidance, it is a curriculum problem, hence will not be discussed in 
this paper. 


Briefly then, youth adjustment is a matter of grave importance 
and we need no further defense for stating that every school should 
possess a definite program of guidance which will integrate all 
phases of the student's curriculum. The term curriculum in this 
case includes all school activities of the student, whether social, 
academic, or extra curricular. 


The program of guidance now functioning in Pekin Community High 
School is the result of careful planning and teacher in-training over 
@ period of several years. Preliminary to the first step and pre- 
ceding each new move, problems were presented to the teaching staff. 
Teachers' meetings were held at which time detailed studies and 
frank discussions were participated in by all the staff members. At 
the same time publicity was given through published board reports 
in order that the community interests would follow the progress of 
the work done. Such in-teacher training and community confidence is 
always necessary for the successful culmination of school projects. 


Included in each program of teachers' meetings were special 
reading assignments from recent publications, appropriate teacher re- 
pats, reports of findings from other schools, and round table discus- 
sins, Such methods create teacher interest and "keep the ball roll- 
ing." Parallel with the teacthers' meetings, special committees were 
assigned to carry on studies and experimentations and report back to 
the central group. 


The first step in organizing personnel was the selection of 
two counselors, one for boys and one for girls. In the beginning 
these counselors gave two-fifths of their time to such work, but the 
proportion of time has since been increased to four-fifths. . 
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A department of deans had been functioning in the school for several 
years. In order that the work of the deans and the counselors would 
not overlap, very definite duties were assigned to each department. 
This will be explained more in detail later in the paper. 


One of the major duties of the counselors is to interview each 
student at least once during he semester. In this interview the stu- 
dent is assisted in the selection of his curriculum for the next sem- 
ester or for as many semesters as possible. Students may also change 
their selection of activities and subjects at future interviews if 
there is satisfactory reason for change. Students reported doing 
inferior work are also interviewed in order that constructive suggés- 
tions may be made for adjustment of their difficulties. Each student 
is provided with a case study card which is kept on file in the coun- 
selor's office. The record is cumulative. 


During the last week of the semester, students in the eighth 
grade eligible for promotion are given copies of the annual announce- 
ment bulietin with instructions to read and discuss the different 
courses of study with their parents. This bulletin is typical of the 
usual educational guidance bulletin prepared for high school students. 
It includes the important traditions of the school, the activity 
organizations, rules, regulations, types of letter awards, courses of 
study, college entrance requirements, floor plans, etc. After the 
students have had an opportunity to study this bulletin, the counsel- 
ors are assigned a day to report to each ecighth grade in the district 
and register pupils for high school entrance. Within the same two 
or three day period tests are given. We use the Otis Quick Scoring 
Mental Ability Test, the Traxler Silent Reading Tests, and a tést in 
mathematics prepared by the teachers. The administering and scoring 
of the tests are done by a teacher assigned to such work. The coun- 
selors use test results and the estimates of the cighth grade teach- 
ers to assist students in their selection of a curriculum and to 
guide them in adjustment problems. 


There are four types of work in ninth grade English and two 
courses in ninth grade mathematics. If students are rated low in 
reading skill, they are placed in remedial reading, if low in appre- 
ciation, they select a reading appreciation class. Students of aver- 
age reading ability may take an English course adjusted to their 
needs while the accelerate selects a typical classical English course 
with composition. The reading work is taught by a remedial reading 
teacher who has had special graduate courses in that field. 


Students are encouraged by the counselors to select either 
general mathematics or algebra on the basis of what the test scores 
in the mathematics test, teachers' estimates, and reading tsts reveal. 


In addition to the work just described, counselors supervise 
the home room program of all entering freshmen. These home room 
groups are organized for the purpose of orientation. During the 
first few weeks of the semester the students study and discuss the 
material as provided in the Student Manual previously described. 
Following this work the heads of the difrerent departments give talks 
and demonstrations to'‘the groups on the work offered in the different 
fields. Movies are also used to create interest. With such guidance 
in the ninth grade it is much easier for students to develop a school 
philosophy, adjust to the activity program, select courses, partici- 
pate in the social life and conform to necessary rules and regulations. 
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In the twelfth grade the conselors teach a class in guidance and 
this work is recognized for major credit. Briefly this covers the 
work of the counselors and is summarized as follows in the Teachers' 
Manual distributed to all teachers: 


Their duties shall be 


a 


12. 


13. 
14, 


Obtain necessary data relative to students on which to base 
careful and intelligent study and diagnosis of each indivii- 
ual's special problems. Keep such material on filing cards 
for case study. Facts to be discovered should include the 
following: name, race, home address, phone number, parent's 
signature, type of work parent is engaged in, home difficul- 
ties if any, conditions for study, special home characteris- 
tics bearing upon the student's school relations, student's 
I.Q., scores made on any other standard tests, teachers! 
estimates of application, etc. This data should be cumula- 
tive and kept up to date to be filed with the permanent re- 
cord cards when students graduate or withdraw. 


Assist students in selection of courses. Aim to have at 
least one personal interview with each student during each 
school semester and as many more as are necessary. 


Check on students' credits and keep a classified list of stu- 
dents in duplicate, one copy to be filed in the main office. 


Counsel students who are in difficulty regarding their work, 


.and inform teachers when necessary. 


Interview parents when advisable. 


Obtain failure reports from the office each time they are 


‘made out to assist in guidance. 


Check failures and try to discover reasons through case study 


Keep college catalogues available for senior students and 
assist students in choice of college. Check students' sel- 
ection of subjects accordingly. 


Counsel students on social and vocational problems as well 
as educational. 


Build up vocational and college department of library. 


Develop graphs and curves of failure rates by subjects and 
departments. 


Early in the semester obtain lists of all club activity mem- 
bershivs and officers from the club advisers and see that 
theae conform to student activity rules for eligibility. 


Cooperate with Deans in all problems of common interest. 


Assist the office in the development of cirricula and 
educational philosophy. 
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15. 
16. 


Direct ninth grade home room work. 


Teach a course in guidance." 


| The two deans mentioned earlier in the discussion have duties 
as follows: 


it : 
2. 
Le 


il. 


le. 


i Soe 
14, 
15. 


16. 


17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
a 


Keep a record of 41] student attendance. 
Pass on excuses for absence and tardiness. 


Write proper slips admitting absent or tardy members to 
class. 


Write check-out slips for students who need to be excused 
during school time. 


Interview students irregular in attendance. 
Keep a drop list of students who have guit school. 
serve penalty for delinquency when necessary. 


Assist the office secretary in keeping a permanent record 
of attendance in the Kardex. 


Compile attendance data for office each six weeks, 

At the end of each semester make out a list of students who 
have been absent or tardy and who may be required to take 
final examinations according to the merit system. 


Cooperate with the County Judge and Juvenile Office in prob- 
lems pertaining to students under 16 years. 


Cooperate with parents relative to matters of attendance and 
conduct. 


Take care of matters of discipline referred to deans! office. 
Refer extreme cases-to the Principal for final decision. 


Cooperate with teachers in cases of corridor or general 
conduct. 


Interview needy students regarding loan of school books, pad- 
locks, help through NYA, work, clothes, etc. 


Assign chaperones. 

Assist in supervision of student activities. 

Assist Principal and counselors as Student Council sponsors. 
Have charge of hall lockers. 


Book all activities and keep a calendar in duplicate for the 
office." 
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The knowledge deans gain regarding individual student problems, 
home and school, is also available for the use of the counselors in 
their case study work. 


Problems of student health are referred to the school nurse and 
such information as she obtains through personal interviews, home 
visitation, health examinations, and health class work is also avail- 
ery to the counselors. The nurse has her own system of health case 
cards. 


The work of the counselors is supplemented by several other 
types of organization, namely; advanced home room work, class work, 
lectures, special counseling by outsiders, and student council. 


The advanced home room work is organized by semesters as follows: 
94, Safe Driving; 10B, Citizenship; 104, Good Manners; llth and leth 
grades, General Educational and Vocational Guidance. The material 
for these home room courses is prepared by teacher committees and 
printed on mimeograph sheets. Home rooms are aganized with student 
leaders who use the weekly lesson sheets as a basis for the present- 
ation, and questions included m the sheets provoke discussion. The 
teacher sponsor keeps the activity of the students motivated and en- 
ters the discussion if necessary. 


The following lesson unit is an example taken from the third 
semester's work on conduct and good manners. 


"What Results When I Deface School Buildings or School Property? 
The state schoollaw provides penalties for unrefined, thoughtless 
youths who deliberately deface or mar school property. Our high 
school buildings have been erected and equipped at a large cost and 
they belong to the public. The Board of Education has invested over 
$850,000.00 on our buildings. Students should take pride in keeping 
the buildings and equipment as neat and clean as possible. Remember 
that other students must use them after you are gone. Try to leave 
the building and equipment in as good condition as you found it. 


1. Do you think that a self-respecting student would draw un- 
Ssightly figures or carve his initials on school desks? 


2. What is meant by the quotation, 'Fools' names like their 
faces are always seen in public places!? 


What do you think will be the opinion of visitors in our 
school who find the property disfigured? 


WwW 


I= 
e 


Is a nice appearing building one sign of school pride and a 
well organized student body? 


5. If you discover a student marring school property, should you 
hesitate to remind him that he is being careless and thought- 
less? 


6. When you are carédless with school property, will your parents 
be affected to any extent by a raise in school taxes? 


7. Can you think of other reasons for taking a pride in keeping 
our school in good condition? | 
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CII - Lecture 3 10- 
Next week we shall discuss ‘What Constitutes Respect for Others?!" 


Last year the teachers started their first experiments present. 
ing a unit of guidance in the course of study for each subject. This 
has necessitated considerable reading and study on careers, vocational 
aspects, etc., in the several fields. Finding suitable information 
and adding it to the library of guidance material is a continuous 
task. We have found that there are more possibilities for effective 
guidance in the actual class discussions than in any other phase of 
the school activities. Students are interested because they see a 
direct value and relationship with the work they are doing. The fav- 
orable results are limited only by the abilities and enthusiasm of 
the teachers. 


Frequently during the school year outsiders are invited to the 
school to assist in guidance. At one time early in the second sem- 
ester a specialist is engaged by the Board of Education. This spec- 
ialist gives a talk to the members of the senior class the first 
period in the morning and then students are scheduled for personal 
interviews with him during the remainder of the day. Groups are de- 
termined on the basis of special interests. The work has such a 
student appeal that the Board of Education expects to use the time 
of such a specialist on two consecutive days next year. At least 
one specialist is provided on the student lyceum each year, and sev- 
eral of the geneml lyceum numbers are selected to create interest in 
special fields, as for example, science and music. Many local pro- 
fessional men and women are invited to talk to the advanced home room 
groups. Four or five will come the same day and students are permit 
ted to report with the section in which they seem most interested. 
Representatives of several of the colleges are also permitted to 
interview seniors relative to college entrance and students are en- 
couraged to attend the special guidance days promoted by nearby 
colleges. 


Last year the student council interested the Board of Education 
in the installation of a public address system. It has been a reve- 
lation to all of the teachers and students to discover the many edu- 
cational possibilities of this system. One of its many uses is for 
talks on guidance over the radio. Students also plan panel discus- 
sions under the direction of teachers and these are given to the 
entire student body over the public address system. This phase of 
the guidance program will probably be developed in more detail 
another year because it has unusual possibilities. 


For several years we have been experimenting with exploratory 
courses in the ninth grade in order to assist students in the discov. 
ery of their special interests and abilities. A half year of busin- 
ess training is required of all freshmen. We believe that every 
student should have some trainingin budgeting, interpretation of 
graphs and charts, insurance, banking, etc. For this reason we feel 
justified in requiring a minimum of such work from all students. 
However, the course serves an exploratory pyrpose in assisting stu- 
dents to decide whether they wish to take the four year commercial 
course. Most of the class work is of a laboratory nature and inte- 
grated with the general mathematics course. 


The first two years of shop work is organized in teaching units 
of from five to eight weeks. Teaching units in wood bench work, 
woodwork machinery, machine shop, sheet metal, forge, foundry, 
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electricity, and carpentry are provided. After a student has ex- 
plored the different fields he is encouraged to select the type of 
work in which he seems most interested and specialize in the same 
during his eleventh and twelfth years. General science and office 
practice courses are also offered as exploratory work. In connection 
with the office practice, an employment bureau, under the direction 
of the commercial department, assists students in locating jobs. The 
spirit of cooperation between the business and professional group of 
the city and the employment bureau is unusual. 


The Student Council in Pekin High School was organized fourteen 
years ago. It has a present membership of forty-three students and 
is the most effective single agency in the school for student direc- 
tion and student control. The council is a self perpetuating body. 
Students elected to the council as freshmen hold office the entire 
four years and one additional member is added each semester until the 
class graduates. In addition to the thirty-six elected members, the 
eight class presidents representing the eight semester groups hold 
membership in the council during their term of office and certain 
other students are appointed to complete a personnel of sufficient 
number to provide one representative for each home room group. These 
representatives report on the work of the council and also express 
the wishes of the home rooms in council meetings. The council is a 
strictly democratic organization as are all of the other activities 
of the institution. The activities of the council are directed and 
supervised by the two deans. One of the latest experiments of the 
council is a follow-up bureau for graduates. The dean of girls sup- 
ervises the work and special council committees gather the informa- 
tion. Data for graduates of the past two years has been completed 
and is on file and the work is meeting with such general approval 
that it is to be continued. Such information as is gathered on 
graduates is also available for the counselors. 


During the past several years we have tried to add guinance mat- 
erial to the library just as rapidly as it is published. There are 
excellent books and magazines being published in increasing numbers 
which cante placed in the school library and used to advantage in the 
guidance program. An index to vocations compiled by Price and Ticen 
and published by the H. W. Wilson Company of New York, should be 4 
part of every school library. Some conception of the types of publi- 
Cations now on the market can be gained from a study of the followin: 
titles which we have found very useful: 


Adams Women professional workers. 
Bate Studies in vocation information. 
Bernays An outline of careers. 

Breck Jobs for the perplexed. 

Cades Jobs for girls. 

Cottler Careers ahead. 

Crawford Choice of an occupation. 
Doxsee Getting into pur life work. 
Edmondson Occupations through problems. 
Fryer Vocational self-guidance. 
Gowin Occupations. 

Hockenbury Make Yourself a Job. 
Holbrook Our world of work. 

Holbrook Our world of education. 
Jackson What men do. 


Kilduff 


How to choose and get a better 


job. 
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Kitson : How to find the right vocation. 
Kitson I find my vocation. 
Klinefelter Electrical occupations for boys. 
Lord The young man in journalism. 
Lyon Making a lving. 
Mabie Men and women of achievement. 
Maule She strives to conquer. 
Nall Youth's work in the new world. 
Oglesby Business opportunities for women. 
Parsons Choosing a vocation. 
Pressey A vocational reader. 
Proctor Vocations. 
Prosser Life adjustment series: 
Taking a look at yourself. 
A health progran. 
Keeping physically fit. 
selecting an occupation. 
Getting a job. 
Rexford Beyond the school. 
Rosengarten Choosing your life work. 
Sowers The boy and his vocation. 
Tetter A syllabus on vocational guidance. 
Weaver Profitable vocations for boys. 
Weaver Profitable vocations for girls. 
Ziegler Choosing an occupation. 


Pamphlets on various occupations in the following series: 


Careers Research Monographs 
Guig@ance Leaflets 
Suceess Vocational Information Series 


Vocational Novels 
The librery is building up a small collection of vocational 


novels which may prove of interest as related reading. Among them 
are the following titles: 


Boylston Sue Barton: student nurse. 

Bugbee Peggy covers the news. (journalism) 
Chapman The green hand. (agriculture 

Pargo Marian-Martha. (library work 

Smith Deadlines. (journalism 

Smith Young Phillips, reporter. (journalism) 


New books soon to be added to this list include: 


Blythe The making of a newspaper man. 

Bugbee Peggy covers Washington. 

Boylston Sue Barton, senior nurse. 

Finger Our navy. 

Floherty On the air (radio) 

Heyliger Steve Merrill, engineer. 

Pennoyer Polly Tucker, merchant. (department 
store 

Raymond Linnet on the threshold. (business) 


Van Gelder Front page story. 


WSf 
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Such testing as is included in the guidance program has been con. 
fined to the general intelligence tests, reading tests, and tests in 
mathematics. As has been stated before, all of these are given to 
eighth grade students just before they enter high school and the in- 
formation is used primarily to classify students and assist them in 
ninth grade adjustment. Much more can be done with effective testing 
but we have lacked the facilities for a scientific approach. 


The guidance program as briefly described is not perfect or com- 
plete. In fact, it is only a beginning. We must realize that after 
all guidance is comparatively a new need with us, or perhaps I should 
say, we are only recently canscious of a real need for guidance. The 
success or failure of any program of guidance depends upon the atti- 
tude of the entire teaching staff. In-training work and a definite 
progressive program are necessary to make all teachers appreciate the 
need. It is not the work of any single department or teacher but the 
concerted effort of all departments which brings results. Every day, 
every hour, some situation will present itself where an alert indiv- 
idual who happens to be on the scene can do something in guidance. 
Counselors, deans, home rooms, assembly programs, school publications, 
library, nurse, and teachers, all, but the greatest of these is teach- 
ers, Can by cooperative effort, build a guidance program which will 
be of more value than any one other single phase of the school pro- 


gram. 
ts F 


MR. GRIFFITH: The University of Illinois has recently under- 
taken to centralize and develop its work in personnel and in guidance. 
I thought it would be quite appropriate to hear briefly from the act- 
ing director of the newly organized Personnel Bureau of the Univers- 
ity of Illinois. It gives me great pleasure to present to you Prof- 
essor Barry, acting director of the Personnel Bureau. 


PROF. BARRY: Having written to the two speakers just preceding 
_this program, and on looking over the platform, seeing them and hear- 
ing them talk, I understand just how a freshman feels when required 
to make an address before a group of faculty men. Personnel work is 
in its infancy. The budget for 1937-38 is in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, It was not possible to organize the work and get 
it under way until the second semester, when it was taken under the 
wing of Associate Dean H. Fletcher. The work of the second semester 
was primarily with a group of students on probation because of schol- 
astic difficulties. General policies were formulated. The greater 
part of the organization was laid down with the invaluable assistance 
of Dr. Williamson of Minnesota, from whom you shall hear shortly. 

The permanent organization is now being effected. For the next year 
or two it will be in the administrative stage. There will be a 
Director; there will be a man responsible for the administration and 
scholastic standings. All of these will be members of the teaching 
staff, devoting most of their time to the Personnel Bureau, but doing 
some teaching in the college. 


The second group is a group of counselors. There will be seven 
counselors in the beginning and there is provision for the addition 
of others as they are needed. All counselors will also be members 
of the teaching staff and will be released to the Personnel Bureau 
for part time work, and there will also be the necessary clerical 
staff. The bureau falls into three different divisions ~- scholastic 
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counseling, vocational counseling, and personal counseling. We re- 
cognize full well that these divisions are not exclusive, that you 
will probably not do very much in the way of vocational counseling 
without also personal counseling. But the general lines seem to be 
these three. 


In setting up the program of the Bureau we are keeping these two 
things in mind: The first is that the Personnel Bureau is being set 
up for the purpose of student counseling. It is not being set up as 
& research bureau. The primary function of the Bureau is student 
counseling. I do not mean to minimize the desirability ad necessity 
for research, but it will be a by-product of the purpose of the Bur- 
eau and not the major interest. Second, we realize full well that 
there has not been a Personnel Bureau as such in the college before, 
but there has been personnel work done. The-Personnel Bureau is 
being organized to supplement the work which has been done previously 
in the personnel counseling, scholastic counseling, etc. - to supple- 
ment that work and not to replace it. 


Now we are far enough along to have the beginning of a program 
for September. We feel reasonably sure about three things: first, 
that we will be in a position to give a vatety of tests to all enter- 
ing freshmen in the college as a basis for future counseling of 
those individuals. Second, we will be able shortly after school be- 
gins to give vocational tests to all students in the university on 
the same basis. There will probably be a small fee to cover costs of 
tests and parts of the very expensive ones. Third, we propose to 
give a general advisory service to all students in the college and 
particularly to high school principals and teachers. If you know of 
prospective students who are coming to this university in the fall, 
and who wish to get counsel on this campus and tolnow where to go, 
you may refer them to the Bureau and we will receive them on and af- 
ter September 7. It is the week after Labor Day. If possible we will 
be open for business, and if tests are indicated we will give the 
tests as a basis for counseling before registration. We hope to do 
that to a much greater degree after this semester. The Burew will 
be open twelve months of the year. If the Personnel Bureau develops, 
we propose to stand ready to consult with high school administrators 
in the development of guidance programs in the individual high schools 
and we stand ready also to discuss with you individual cases arising 
in your schools. We are ready as a part of the public service func- 
tion of the university, and of the Bureau as a part of the university. 


MR. GRIFFITH: Some of you have already detected cross currents 
of opinion and something seems to tell me that perhaps the title of 
the next address will lead to other cross currents. Perhaps if you 
will take a deep breth and twist around in your chair for a moment 
and then settle yourself, we shall be prepared in body and certainly 
in mind for some reactions to the programs that have been presented 
tous. It gives me great pleasure to present to you at this time a 
man who has made a distinguished record for himself in the creation 
of vocational and personnel programs, and who, in recent months, has 
been elevated to new responsillity in this field at the University of 
Minnesota. It gives me great pleasure to present to you Mr. E. G. 
Williamson. 1 
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WHAT HAS GUIDANCE TO CONTRIBUTE TO EDUCATION? 
by 
Professor E. G. WILLIAMSON, University of Minnesota 


The problems of choosing and preparing for life adjustment are 
complex and confusing for students as well as for counselors. Nature 
has produced such a multiplicity of aptitudes and interests as to al- 
most preclude accurate diagnoses. The measurement of aptitudes is yet 
so much in its infancy as to make extremely difficult the identifica- 
tion of potentialities. One hears today of aptitude for medicine, 
for nursing, for engineering, for mathematics, for chemistry, for 
agriculture and for the thousands of jobs there are in our civiliza- 
tion. Fortunately, recent research seems to indicate that one type 
of aptitude can be used with success in more than one type of job. 

In other words, job labels are not necessarily valid indicators of 
the qualifications required for success. But this identification of 
families of occupations is still in its infancy and counselors must, 
therefore, use the empirical method to understand what is and is not 
required of an applicant for a particular type of work or training for 
that type of work. 


In view of the complexity of human nature, small wonder therefore 
that the tendency of schoolmen is to assume that there are only two 
types of human beings, those who can learn through textbooks and those 
who can learn through the operation of machines; the so-called "head- 
minded” and "hand-minded" individuals. On the basis of this over- 
simplified classification of students, curricula have been set up in 
rigid form with each pupil's education beginning on the assumption 
that he is "head-minded." If this crude diagnoses proves to be wrong, 
then the pupil is rudely shunted into the "hand-minded” curriculum. 
Thus we see that, until recently, the basic psychology underlying cur- 
riculum construction is that there are two types of abilities and 
that individuals must possess one or the other. The psychology of 
individual differences is often thus reduced to this absurd typology. 


The academic curriculum stretches from the kindergarten to the 
graduate school for the "head-minded." This constitutes the main aca- 
demic highway over which all individuals must first attempt to travel. 
If attempts to learn are unsuccessful, they are shoved into the iso- 
lated, infrequent and unpaved sideroads of the shop courses, the agri- 
cultural courses and the home econombs courses. These latter so-calle: 
vocational courses are a grudgingly given concession toploneer educa- 
tors who contend that the two-fold classification of human abilities 
is not consistent with the known multiplicity of human capacities. 


A cursory inspection of the United States Census reveals that 
there are many types of adult occupations for which no training is 
provided by the school and for which academic training is highly ques- 
tionable, if not downright undesirable. I refer for example to the 
increasing number of jobs in the field of selling or distribution of 
goods and services. We might characterize workers in these occupa- 
tions as "tongue-minded."” As a matter of fact, there are more adults 
engaged in the distribution of goods and in personal service occupa- 
tions than in the professions. But our schools provide no training 
for these types of jobs which many pupils enter. It is as though we 
educators assumed that a pupil learns instinctively how to sell or 
how to provide personal services. 
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As a direct result of this overly simplified classification of 
human abilities, present-day education is characterized by a great 
deal of waste of human abilities and human effort. Pupils who do not 
fit into the head, hand or tongue type of learning are, nevertheless, 
forced to learn what they are incapable of learning and what is so 
psychologically distasteful as to prevent learning. As a result, the 
size of our scholastic graveyard, that is the number of students who 
drop out of school, or who fall off the academic ladder at one of the 
lower rungs, is truly appalling. Sometimes an educator becomes appre- 
hensive when he considers the possibility that the public will learn 
how we have used the academic guillotine on so many of the public's 
children. Truly, education has been concerned more with the elimina- 
tion of the so-called unfit, than it has been eager to find out what 
types of abilities the so-called unfit students have and whether an 
adequate type of training could be provided. As a result, our so- 
called academic failures go into life vocationally untrained, civicly 
indifferent, oftentimes emotionally resentful and with feelings of 
inferiority which preclude the development of an adequate adult life. 
Moreover, they have been taught ineffective use of their aptitudes, 
and thus have lost all ambition to use what peculiar abilities they 
possess. We cannot force an individual to attempt to reach an un- 
achievable goal without having a very bad psychological reaction. The 
forced attempt to learn psychologically distasteful material with a 
disregard for these distractors of learning have resulted in a great 
deal of educational waste. This condition in edua@tion has set the 
stage for a new development in American education. I refer to the 
so-called guidance or personnel movement. 


The Function of Guidance 


It is the basic function of guidance to contribute to the effect- 
iveness of education by developing and using refined means of identify-. 
ing the potentialities of each student; and by directing each student 
to appropriate training sequences, to the end that students shall de- 
velop a more intense desire to learn what they are capable of learn- 
ang. In other words, the cultivation of a desire to learn will re- 
sult if a student is attempting to reach an achievable goal. More 
effective skill in using aptitude will result if an individual works 
in line with his interests and ability. 


If guidance functions effectively, the area of the scholastic 
graveyard will be decreased. Guidance workers do not contend that 
all students can be "saved" from failure. Many problems are discov- 
ered too late in life and some students possess too small an amount 
of any type of aptitude to meet the necessary training and occupation 
al standards. Other students are in such psychological condition 
that the distractors from learning are too intense to be changed. 
While we cannot save everyone, yet we can save a great many of the 
pupils who are now failed by those teachers who seek only to teach 
rather than to cultivate learning. 


: Time permits only a brief characterization of this function of 
guidance and of its methodology. Briefly, it is a substitution of 
of scientific methods of diagnosin tentialities for the wide- 
spread use of character roadtne at stent. It is an attempt to meas- 
ure human capacities and to determine an individual's mental stature 
with regard to every possible aptitude. It is an attempt to measure 
rather than to guess whether an individual is capable of learning 
what a teacher teaches. 
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Since measurement is the basic tool of diagnosis, then the psy- 
chological test is seen to be one (but not the only one) of the chief 
techniques by which a counselor arrives at his diagnosis. Now the 
psychological test is no more and no less than a standard sample of 
questions and puzzles designed to allow a pupil to show what he is 
capable of doing in comparison with other individuals. The essential 
feature of the test is that it permits more exact measurement of how 
bright an individual is in relation to other individuals. That is, 
it permits an understanding of his normative position in the scale 
of human abilities. It is a basic assumption that all measurements 
in the field of psychology are relative; that there is no absolute 
measurement of the amount of an individual's ability. Although we 
have no absolute standard, we can, by comparison with other individ- 
uals on a uniform yardstick, determine how much a pupil has of what 
is required and whether he meets the required standards for training 
and for job competition. 


It is clear then that it is the function of guidance to diagnose 
student potentialities prior to instruction and to report to the 
teachers which students are capable of learning what the teacher has 
to teach. It is the further function of guidance to motivate students 
to their optimum or to create the desire to learn what can be learned. 


The Methods of Guidance 


Now guidance is by no means a new fad in education. Historical- 
ly, it is almost thirty years of age, but recently a new point of 
view has appeared in the guidance field. Anyone who reads the his- 
tory of guidance will understand that traditional guidance was based 
upon the assumption that any teacher was qualified to talk to a stu- 
dent for a few moments or to observe him in the classroom and then to 
give him advice regarding what courses he should take in school and 
for what occupation he should prepare. Recently some guidance workers 
have carried the same assumption over to the field of personality 
guidance and have assumed that by talking to a student they could un- 
derstand his emotional and attitudinal make-up and then give valid 
advice. One further assumption was made by traditional guidance work. 
ers, namely that any amateur teacher need but give information regard. 
ing job and educational opportunities, and then the student was qual-. 
ified to do his own choosing. This assumes, of course, that the stu-- 
dent can perform a type of logical reasoning exhibited by very few 
adults. Traditionally guidance workers have ignored both the need 
for diagnosis and the technicalities of diagnosis. It was as though 
they thought that any person who had lived with himself a number of 
years was qualified as a professional psychologist and diagnos tician 
of human abilities and motives. | 


It is indeed strange that such a fake type of psychology had 
such a wide-spread appeal and still has today. Indeed, guidance is 
perhaps the only profession dealing with human adjustments which 
still uses these amateur methods of diagnosis and a blanket prescrip- 
tion method of advising individuals. Medicine long ago gave up ama- 
teur diagnosis and blanket prescription. Social service has gone the 
same way. One profession after another has reached the point where 
it concluded that a technical diagnosis of an individual was neces- 
sary before anything was done for him, with him or to him. But in 
education we diagnose abilities by means of the "flunking” technique, 
by permitting students to bestow abilities upon themselves or we 
permit parents to do the choosing. 
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Because all of these traditional methods are unsatisfactory, 
guidance workers have been employed to provide more technical diag- 
nosis preceding attempts to teach and to create a more intense desire 
to learn that which can be learned. These workers operate upon the 
assumption that teaching cannot be effective unless the teacher under- 
stands the types of abilities and attitudes her students possess. 

This procedure of understanding pupils is seen to be increasingly tech- 
nical and to require the grvices of professional workers trained in 
research, in human measurement and in the clinical use of measuring 
devices. It is no longer assumed that a teacher who may be qualified 
to teach Latin is, thereby, qualified to understand her pupils. MHu- 
man nature has far greater complexities than can be learned by ob- 
serving behavior in the classroom. 


A Minimum Guidance Program 


To achieve a better understanding of the contribution of guidance 
to education, let us review the minimum essentials necessary for an 
effective program in any school whether it be the elementary or the 
graduate school. These essentials have to do with the machinery nec- 
essary for guidance to make an Optimum contribution to education. 
First in importance is a variety of curricular resources for the 
known variety of aptitudes presented in any student population. We 
cannot expect to produce well-adjusted adults unless we provide them 
with vocational training in line with their varied aptitudes. Our 
ignorance is too great at the present time to list all of the addi- 
tional types of training needed, although it is my opinion that one 
of the most evident types has to do with training for selling and per- 
sonal service occupations. I am convinced, moreover, that the ecu- 
cator's predilection to rescramble the curriculum with no new instruc- 
tional materials is impotent. What we need is a new content of in- 
struction based squarely on the indisputable fact that most of our 
pupils do not enter college. Of what value is it for the guidance 
worker to discover that pupils have a variety of aptitudes, interests 
and needs if public education provides training designed to prepare 
only for the professions or for skilled trades? Can any educator de- 
fend the misuse of the taxpayer's money in forcing most students to 
enroll in professional or pregraduate school courses when only 2 
small fraction of students go on to advanced courses? 


When the variety of available curricula is increased, the need 
for guidance will become even more imperative. Then we cannot let 
students drift willy-nilly into that curriculum which provides train- 
ing consonant with aptitudes, interests, and needs. Providing the 
needed curricula is but one step in effective education. e shall 
need to provide increased guidance facilities to make certain that 
the correct curriculum is chosen. We can no longer justify our prac- 
tice of telling the student he may take whatever curriculum appears 
attractive to him. Now we tell him to choose freely, but we mutter 
to ourselves, "Your choice had better be good or we shall fail you." 
If we provided adequate guidance facilities, we could help the stu- 
aent to avoid failure, thereby increasing the effectiveness of educa- 
tion. 


pathetic administration and a teaching staff which is pupil-mindéd, 
or as we choose to say, who are personnel-minded; who consider that 
the cultivation of a desire to learn is more important than the 


esoteric teaching of subject matter regardless of whether it is 
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learned. We need educators who have thrown overboard the standard 
educational technique of failing a large percentage of the students 
in order to maintain academic standards. We need educators who con- 
sider a large percentage of failures in any class as evidence of in- 
effective distribution of pupils to that class. Enrolling students 
in courses in line with their capacity to learn is a more effective, 
socialized, humane and enlightened way to reduce the prevalent prac- 
tice of failing from one-fifth to one-half of our pupils. 


We need teachers who will collect and record relevant observa- 
tionsof behavior Indicative of Interests, attitudes, emotion and 
other personality traits. Teachers have a great storehouse of infor- 
mation, impressions, hunches and ideas about the pupils, but thus far 
these data are carried in the limbo of vague impressions and are of 
no value to the guidance worker who attempts to understand pupils. 
The development of an effective system of collecting teachers! anec- 
dotes is a necessary part of a guidance program. 


We need also technical and professional clinical facilities for 
diagnosis and treatment of exceedingly difficult casés which cannot 
be treated by the ordinary advising method. It is quite probable 
that for many decades most schools will not have adequate clinical 
facilities. Until facilities are increased, we shall have to depend 
upon data collected in group testing programs. 


We need in each school, large or small, teachers who will serve 
as general counselors for the treatment of mild cases of maladjust- 
ment, and who will handle the so-called normal guidance cases after 
they have been diagnosed and a program recommended by trained counsel- 
ors. 


An additional essential part of an effective guidance program is 
the cumulative record keeping of all relevant guidance data, certain- 
ly from junior high school on up, and probably beginning with the 
primary grades. For the most part, this information in the primary 
grades will be of a general nature, supplemented by a few general 
I.Q. tests, but chiefly information recorded about the individual's 
social adjustment on the playground, at home and in the classroom. 

As the individual gocs up the educational ladder, the information be- 
comes much more specific, more complicated and multiplied, and the 
number of measurement data increases until finally tne guicante work- 
er has data availavle to make an adequate diagnosis. 


I should like to state the reasons why I consider cwaulative 
record keeping so basic to an effective guidance program. In the 
first place, all measurement in our field is tentative. We need make 
no apologies for this fact, because measurement in all phases of edu- 
cation is extremely tentative. Teachers' examinations are so crude 
as to be not measurement but oftentimes mere guesses. Paychological 
tests are far more accurate than teachers' examinations, but less 
accurate than the doctor's thermometer. It is because of this fact 
that we must have repeated measurements given at least once a year 
and supplemented by all the hunches, impressions, ideas, and observa- 
tions of the teacher. All this means that a mass of material must 
be collected systematically; must be assimilated and analyzed and 
tentative diagnoses made at least once a year for every pupil. All 
of these data must follow the student as he progresses up the educa- 
tional ladder. When the summing up or diagnosis indicates that the 


“OL | ES  & emgoel - 12907 


brsbasiea oft bxsodrevo nwo evan onw etoysaoube been ew . 1s0f 
edachute edd to sgetneoteq egtel 6 gatitel to euptinoet Llemolisouba 

~soo ow sioteoySe been eW ,ebushuste otmebsos alstatem ot sobto mk 

-il to sonebive es eealo yas at sotuttet to egedneoregq ogisl a Tebie 
adnebuge guitffouml .eaeslo tad? of eliqug to moltudiaielh evivestie 
.ovivootte cron s ef aisel o¢ yttosqao «led? Mtiw enti at gomavoo mE | 
-~osiq daelave ra odd eovbet of yaw bemotdaline bus onam ,bestiak Ur 
-eltqua suo ‘to ILed-eno o¢ dsitt-eno mort gailiet To a 





















-avrgeda tasvefon biooer bas toeffoo ILiw onw erenoses heen eW ” Eee | 
“baa foltoms (eebusivse .es@eisdnt To ovitsolbar woTveded to irae 
~tolnt to eevorietose Jaetg a ovad exerfoseT .etisrt ytilenosreq 
“ek eucit gud ,eliquyg eds Juods eaeht bas eendormusl ,enotesemqut m0 oh 
‘to ots bys esolseorqat eugsv to odmif edd nt bolraso ems sited oeedy © 
-effqua Sosderebay ot edqmosia ow texitow eonehing edt o3 oulsv on 
~oons 'atodosed gritoolfoo to meteye evisoetie as to tnenqoleveb 
-metgorq sonshiug #8 To sdisq yiseeooen s ot @ 


ah 
at 





tot nolitfiftoest Lsotatlo [enoteestorg bas Leotndoes osfs boon ow _ eae 
joumse HOTA eGaseo FIfortIth yigntbeesxe to saemtsets bas pipe gen ; 
*idsdotg etivup et +I .bortom gntetvba yranibto ond yd beteeat ed 







feoliiflo etaupebs evad Jon {ftw elooros teom eebsoob Yasm tot | Bes? i 
Haeqeh ot eved Ilade ew ,boreseront ors eettiftost {lial .eelskit dares 
. -emsigorg gtidees quory mt betooeLfLoo ats86 oq a 





: ; ' 
evtoe Iliw oriw exorioset .ILame ro egral ,.Looror dose at hone a 
~teuibsflea Io eeeso DbLim to taemteoid edd sot astofeenvoo [ar y 
‘testis gees oonsbhlug Lemon bel{so-o8 ent oLbead XY Fe odw Baa am 

-loemuoo beaters yd bebasnmooss metgorg s bas Benommald aeed ovagi 









edt ditw antantgod yldsdceay bie qo ao loonee agin fo 


, 3 
{stoneg wet eo yd bedmemetqaire ,orusen pnenors & to od ILiw 6 
9 


ant baa  .h gttat 
swiow orraltvg we yiient? Ihdow eessetont adab saometesem To 


oviselurure tohtenvo f ydw anosset edd otate of o¥if biwone I aa 
omy al .masworqd oonebiug ovitoette os o¢ olesd oe aniqoox brooed a « 

sxem eos eW ovitataot ef Blott wo at taomorwesem Ils ,oonig text ee 
-U59 To sosolq Ife at daomeqvesem seysood ,tost eid¢d xt eotsologds om Ta . 
Shuto on off unoltantmexs ‘ertedose? .ovisadacd ylonotixo ef mottsag = 
fsoinoforloyel .seeecyg atom romttned'to sud taomeiwesom toa od oF 88 
aeol stud .enoitentmaxe ‘exedoesd matt e¢euwo0.R etom tet ots eteod 
toa. «ld? to oausoed ef +I .tedteomomreds a' rod cob eds aedd steurooa 
. ISOY & Sono Jeool Js govly.etaomoemwesem botseqet sved teum ow tadd 
~8VToedo has ,eseks ,~enoleeorqmt ,eedonud edd {fe yd bodaemeloque baa 
Jeom L[eliosam Yo sesame stadt ensem efdd [fA .tadoaod ant to etols — 
bie besyfans bos betalimtess ed Jeum iviisolitaneseaye betoetioo ed 

{fa .iigug yrove tot ts9y 8 sono gesel ga obam eesongsth ovisained 
“Soubo ond qu sosretyorg on ee saobuse edd wolLot term atsh osedt to |} © 
“lt Jedd eodeothnl eleongsth to qu gatmm veedd aedW .tebbel Lenots 


CII - Lecture 3 | 20- 


student should be directed into a new or different type of education- 
al training, then the counselor has the proper basis for such advice, 
Parents should welcome such advice if they were certain that it were 
based upon accumulated experience of the school in its contact with 
the student. At the present time, all we have in the way of accumul- 
ated information about the pupil as he goes from grade to grade is his 
name, age, residence, perhaps father's occupation, perhaps one or two 
I.Q. tests given by heaven knows whom and scored by some mysterious 
person whose arithmetic accuracy we often suspect, and lastly, and 
perhaps lest in importance, his teacher's estimates of his knowledge. 
How much easier it would be for a teacher to understand her pupils if 

a guidance officer had analyzed cumulative records coming from the 
elementary grades and put in her hands a concise statement of this 
individual's potentialities and his readiness to learn. Then, a 
teacher could do effective teaching. 


Obstacles to Guidance 


There are many obstacles to the instituting of such a minumum 
program of guidance. The obstacle mentioned the most frequently is 
the cost. Of course, any guidance program, to be effective at all, 
must cost more than does the dilatory attempt we now make to under- 
stand pupils. But it is possible that we could use some of our present 
funds to find out what students can learn thus saving all the money 
we waste when we fail a student because he attempted to learn what 
he was not able to learn. The money we waste today trying to teach 
pupils what they can never learn would be better used to diagnose 
them and then to teach what they can learn. These savings would pro- 
vide adequate resources for this minimum guidance program. It be- 
comes, therefore, a problem of revamping the budget if we are. to have 
effective guidance. 


But one obstacle still remains and that is he idea that guidance 
can be done by untrained individuals. There is no greater fallacy 
prevalent in education today. Just what is there in learning to 
teach mathematics which gives a teacher insight into human nature and 
makes her a qualified diagnostician of all human abilities? It is 
true that she understands a little about mathematicsl abilities, but 
she knows nothing about a host of other abilities. What is there in 
the training of a teacher of English which makes him an expert psy- 
chologist? There is no psychological or logical basis for assuming 
that ordinary teachers can provide the needed technical and profess- 
fonal service in this field. Until we grant these two points, that 
money is now available if we would use it more effectively and that 
we need more professionally trained people, even this minimum gui- 
dance program will not be achieved. 


As a matter of fact, the charge of greatly increased cost has 
been made against every proposed improvement in educational methodol- 
ogy. Would we return, if we could, to untrained teachers of mathema- 
tics and to untrained principals? Do we believe that almost any 
teacher trained in English can automatically teach other languages? 
More and more we edwators have come to demand professionally trained 
people in all the teaching specialties. Why not apply the same logic 
to this important field of guidance? If we wanted cheap guidance, 
we could get it, but the results would be worthless and ineffective 
as well as cheap. We don't want amateur teachers, but many adminis- 
trators demand cheap guidance and we get it. 


-0¢ | | € switoal - ITD 


-foitesybs to eqyt Jaexetttd to wen a odmt betoorth ed biuode stnebuse 
,eotvbs dove tot elead seqoxa ed? ead tolernvoo edt mend .gniatets fs 
eyow tf daddy nistreo erew yeds It eotvbs dove emoofew blyode siners 7 
ridtw dostnoo ati ot Loodoe ef to eonetueqxe Seodaivumuoos aoqu besad 
-lumueos ‘to yaw odd at eved ew Ife ,emtt dnoseiq end JA .Janobutde edd 


eid el ebety ot shatg movt seog ed es Iq ond suods aolsamiolnt Sega ~ 


owt Oo eno agedreq ,aotsiequveoo e'vertslt eqedveq ,sonebleot .on8 ,emean 
evolyedeym emos yd betooe bas modw awond mevaed yd nevig ateot .2.I 
bas ,yttesf bas ,toeqeve notio ew yostuoor oisvemitius seonv aceteq 
,onholwont etd to esetantties e'srendosot sin ,eonstirogmt ak jepl eqsdt 
‘kt efLiquq ved Bbasteivebar ot serfoset se sdt ed hivow 3f telese coum ! 
eit moxt gatmoo shiooex ovidalyumuo besyfsns ber roolt'to eonabing 8 
aint to dJneme¢sde setonooa a ebnad red at Juq Sas sebaty yisiasmelse 
s ,med? .atsef od geentbact eld bas setstistinetog s' leubivibnak 


-gitdoset evisoeTIe of bivos temosed 


sonsbis® oF sefLosdedd. deal 


mumrist 8 dove to guttutident edd ot eelosdedo yasm ets oxedT 
el vitasupext teom edt benotinem elostedo efT .conabing To msigo 


.{fs 3s evitostte sd ot ,meagorg eomsbinug yas ,seimoo 10 «2809 ud 


~vabau oF susm won ow dqmetis yeogalib eds esob nati sesom Jeoo Jeum 
inerery wo to emoe eer bluoo sw tadd ofdteeog et gi sud .eliquq bags 
yernom oft ifs natvse evdt aisel meso etinebute seclw duo batt of sbagt 
jsdw nasel o3 betamedta ed sevseoed tnebusge a itsl ew metiw otesw ow 
eset od gniyad ysbod etesw ew yenom ofT -atesl oF olds Jon saw od 
egongelb o¢ bean setted ed binow arseL toven aso yeds tadw efigug 
-o1g biuow esgnives cesT .orsel meso yodd tedw coset ot meds Sas mond 





~od 3I .«mevgorg eonsbhiug muminim eid? to? esouvoeds etaypebsa Sbiv — 


even ot ets ow Tt teghud edd natqmsevert to mefdomwg a ,e1oTeteds ,semoe 
,esnsbhisg evisgostte 


sonabiog Jedd sobt emt ak tedt baa entemer [fite elLossedo emo gud ; 
gosfist veteet on et erect .efaubivibat hentatiaw yd enob ed mss 

o¢ gninweel at ered ef tedw devi .ysbot soltsovbe ak tmol. | 

bas owen asmud ojat Sdytent tedose? 6s esevig dotdw eoliamodiam doseg 
eat $I Seeltifide asmud {fe to nalotteongeib Sbeltifaup a red seilam 


gud ,eelistitds frottsmeritem Fuoda eListif£f a ebrtatatebay onde tede ovad 


ni exert ef gdafW .eetititdsa sedto to teon s tvodse anidion eworl sie 


.yaq treqxo na mts seslem doldw detign® to sedoses s to nataiest edd 


quimeas 19% etesd Laotyol wo Isolgoforfoyeg on et otedT ¢teltgoLoda 
taHid ,ecnutog ows seeds taustg ew IfjinU .bfelt elit al eotvriee Lanok 
teds bos ylovitootte etom df eey bluow ew IL ofds{itsvea wou el yemom 

~fon stumtoin eidt meve ,efgoeg bentarg yilenoleesslorwq etom been ew 


b5evelsaos od ton ILtw mstporq someh 


sat feos beesetont yflisera to eptadd ond .tost lo tostsam & aA 
.fobodsea Iesnottsoube ak Jaomevorgmi hseoqorq yreve tenisgs obam nosed 
-smeitam ‘to erenoset bontsisoy of ,biuo0 ew IL ,awwier ow bivoW .yae 
yas teomfLs gecdt evetied sw od Seleqtonivq bontsigas oF bas sok 
feegeunnsl tedto dosed ylisoljamojus aso detiaad ot beatst) sterioseg 
hentets yiflanoteestosg Snemeb oF omoo eved etovJawbe ew stom Sas stom 
Steol omse ode yfgqea goa yaW .voltitfsetooqe gaidoset eft [fa ni slqoeg 
,comsbluy qsenmo bojnaw ow tl Yeonabing to HSlett tnssaogmt sids of 
ovigosttent base esefdtiow ed blyow etiveot oft tud ,3f tog biyoo ew 
~elatmbs yosm Jud ,.etelosed wwetjsms Jnsw d'aob oW ,.qsedo esa {low ea 
sae -3i tog ov Sas eonsabhiug georo bnameb etossaad 


~geetorg bas Isoltndosed bebeen oft obivorg nso etondosed yasatbhto Jads- 


4 





CII - Lecture 3 2l1- 


We would all agree that the cultivation of satisfying and effect- 
ive learning in preparation for adult adjustment, educational and 
vocational and social, is the only justification of education. But 
we see that merely teaching subject matter will not produce an effect- 
ive education. Therefore, in order to achieve effectiveness we must 
professionslize the adjustment of education to pupils, Otherwise, 
we have only esoteric teaching of subject matter and not effective 
education. It is the privilege of guidance workers to contribute 
to education a method for directing students to those teachers who 
can teach them what they can and want to learn. 


ey 


CHAIRMAN: We have had several large portions of cold sliced 
tongue. Unfortunately the cook did not take out all of the bones and 
we have some things left to chew on. I am a-little doubtful as to 
just where to begin. I will give the members of the audience the 
first chance, if there is anyone who wishes to clamp his jaws on 
some statement; I'll not wait more than thirty seconds. 


QUESTION: I would like to ask a question. I understand that 
the good teachers don't do any guidance in the class room? 


CHAIRMAN: Not at all; my suggestion is that she do her own 
type of guidance and not someone else's. Student guidance covers a 
multitude of things. Some student problems are such that they cannot 
be handled by some technician. If she is trained to deal with mental 
problems, then she can do that; if she is not trained to do that, 
then she had better leave them alone. If she is trained to be an 
executive teacher, the very manner in which she teaches will do some- 
thing to the student. That is one type of guidance, but it does mt 
happen to be the only type. However, plenty of types of guidance 
are not helped by teaching. There are plenty of mental problems 
which are not helped by a teacher's personality. There are some in- 
stances where some emotional problems are caused by the teacher's 
personality. Eventually, in my judgment, because of these problems 
from the teacher's personality, we will have to make every prospective 
teacher see to her psychology at least twice a year. I am not sure 
that is answering your question. 


Is there any other question? Mr. Crakes, have you some question? 
I have one or two reactions to the preceding speakers. Mr. Lindsey, 
in his remarks, pointed out that his guidance program is interlocked 
with all other phass of school life. They are not divided and set up 
as separate organizations. I was asked to discuss our educational 
guidance program. We tell schools we know something about the stu- 
dent in advance. We have his record. I.Q. doesn't mean a whole lot; 
it is just one of many manners of sizing up. There isn't compijete 
correlation between a certain vocation and the student's 1.Q. 


We don't start this vocational guidance work until the second 
semester. We have a year and a half on which to base some of our 
questions and in which to do some of our work. You are already pre- 
paring emphasis. Student interest is all important. Only through 
arousing student interest can you get them to go far away in mental 
thoughts. I don't care whether his hterest changes from time to time 
so long as you arouse that interest. I think we ought to arouse stu- 
dent interest in this field of guidance by every possible means. 
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That is an important pee Se I believe the program just directed is 
entirely too complicated for an average school system. I don't be- 
lieve the average school system would tackle it. Then we haven't 
had any vocational guidance and we don't have it in any of the small- 
er nor some of the larger schools. Let us start with a simple pro- 
gram and build up to a more elaborate program. 


For instance, if every high school should try to hire a trained 
voaationalist teacher, we couldn't find enough to take care of one 
school system. We are accumulating more of them. Many of them have 
not had much practical experience. They go into certain schools. I 
had this experience last year. I had to hire two teachers in our 
high school. I had just dozens of applications from men and wanen 
up to about middle age who had plenty of training. Out of thirty-two 
only two had had any practical experience. They couldn't get any. 
We have hired two and are going to give them a chance. They are 
going to do a lot of things wrong, but they can improve by their 
mistakes; so I believe we have to start with a rather simple program 
and build up to a more elaborate one. 


There is one last thought: over in Germany, Hitler is telling 
the people of Germany what they must do, because he possesses and 
they do not, the aptitude and ability of proper thinking. I want to 
believe that in our school we can give the youngster the right kind 
of guidance. Do not kt the older person decide that he should be one 
type of man when he would make a better success at another. 


I would like to ask Mr. Potthoff if he has any questions? 


MR. POTTHOFF: There is just one phase of this discussion that I 
am prompted to comment upon: the point of view expressed here with 
reference to guidance. The guidance movement means a great deal to 
the needs of the individual pupil whether that pupil is in the upper 
twenty per cent or the lower twenty per cent or in the lower twentieth 
of one per cent. In the second place it seems to me that the guidance 
movement has had the advantage of the development of numerous types; 
it has had the advantage of publication of numerous books and pam- 
phiets that are useful in one way or another; it has had the advan- 
tage of the development of many kinds of technicalities. I gather 
from Mr. Lindsey that perhaps his guidance program did not function 
so well if there were many involved. It has had the advantage of a 
good deal of favorable assistance. 


With reference to the point of view toward the dull pupil: it 
so happens that the dull pupil, in a sense, is forced upon us. The 
guidance movement has had a chance to develop slowly at its own pace. 
Again it seems to me that there is contrast between these two points 
of view, the point of view that I have referred to with reference to 
guidance - that guidance may concern resources with pupils, of the 
individual pupil interest - against the point of view that whether 
it is two hours or two thousand hours or two millio hours it is just 
so much time wasted unless we get along with the dull pupil and give 
attention to him. If these efforts are interrupted, about all it 
means is that because we have been giving the dull pupil a certain 
kind of material, a certain kind of instruction, we have not been 
getting very far, But that does not prove anything as to what we 
might do with better techniques @éven if we knew nothing about these 
dull pupils. 
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I know I run the risk of getting off on one side with everybody 
else against me. I have dealt with these dull pupils myself, and I 
think I am fully aware of the terrific difficulties with which the 
teachers are faced. It is a dangerous thing to say that nothing can 
be done with these pupils. Where would we get public support if we 
were to proclaim that we had adopted and intended to live by that 
idea. On the other hand, although there is a great deal of discour- 
agement about this program, there are some things that I could refer 
to in defense of the subject. 


One of the speakers just made the remark that the I.Q. is often 
inaccurate. I have some experience with that. I have in the last 
two years had a number cf high school youngsters brought to me whom 
{I gave or who were given an intelligence test - a group thought test 
in the sense that the pupils read certain materials. In one ins- 
tance, a girl 13 years of age had an 1I.Q. of 69. I gave that young- 
ster a performance test, a test with no reading, a test of subjects, 
pictures, etc., and she came out with an I.Q. of 95. One boy of 15 
had earned an 1.Q. of 73 and on the performance test he came out with 
104. I cite these instances because this is the danger that we may 
run into. 


Pupils entering upon the study of high school eligibility per- 
haps jump at ordinary terms. Who has enforced learning? It was 
learning that some schools have never taught, and even college stu- 
dents cannot do that kind of thinking. We have again these instances 
of students coming to college that find the call to work and do work. 
I wonder if it isn't fair to say that in dealing with the dull pupils, 
we have been fishing in the wrong part of the pool, but that if we 
said no more about them we might be able to say it and with methods 
and materials that would be effective. Mass production is no way. 
We might have reached that conclusion but certainly more recent 
developments show that it is not so. 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 4 
ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION GROUP 


SUBJECTS: A. The Objectives of Recent Developments in 
Classroom Instruction. 
B. Evaluation of the Outcomes of Classroom 
Instruction, 


MR. WEBER (Chairman): My privilege this afternoon is to be in 
charge of this meeting which belongs to you. For the major part the 
presentation of the discussion this afternoon will center around the 
open discussion by these folks whose names you find in the upper part 
of the inside page of the University of Illinois Bulletin. They are 
R. B. Browne, L. 0. Dawson, C. A. DeYoung, Elbert Fulkerson, D. A. 
Grossman, P. B. Jacobson, A. E. Smith, B. Othanel Smith. 


We are asked this morning at the little conference to be sure to 
turn the meeting over to you, and I am certainly going to give you 
every opportunity to engage in discussion. If there are any here who 
are just classroom teachers, you, too, are welcome. You, too, may 
take part in the discussion. Back in March, 1930, World's Work pub- 
lished a little article which received a great deal of attention. 

It was entitled "What Makes Teachers Cranky?" The criticism this 
teacher brought against the administration was that an experiment was 
being carried on in this school for some four or five years;this 
young lady evidently had appreciated the superintendent saying, "We 
have carried this experiment on for four or five years and nothing 
has come of it." His answer was "That is so, but that's a hell of a 
fine thing for me to talk about." We want you to take advantage of 
this opportunity to enter the discussion freely. The entire discus- 
sion abounds the objectives of recent developments and evaluation of 
the egotism of classroom teaching and instruction. 


Mr. B. Othanel Smith of the University of Illinois will talk on 
the subject of recent development in classroom instruction. I now 
turn the meeting over to Mr. Smith. 


THE OBJECTIVES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION - THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THEM FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND SUPERVISORS 


by 
B. Othanel Smith 


I have two points that I am going to discuss with you. I have a 
third point which I am holding in reserve in case there is encore. 
The two points are concerned with the question of what we are trying 
to do in some of the newer tendencies of classroom instruction. 
think we can put down as one of the things we are attempting to do, 
that we are trying to deal with realistics in the classroom. If you 
ask me what we mean by realistics, I should have to tell you as the 
student told the teacher in a composition: She was one of the teach- 
ers who subscribed to the doctrine that you just leave a child alone, 
let him do what he wants to do, and hope that something will bubble 
out of him. She was working on the theory that he could write a com- 
position, so she said to him and to the rest of the class, "I want 
you to express yourselves. Just tell what there is in you.” He 
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handed in his composition and she read it. He said, "In me there is 
stomach, and in the stomach there is a breakfast, and I had for break- 
fast oatmeal and cream,” and so forth. He was a realist and not a 
dramatist. He took her at her word. 


But realists may mean that we make outside discussions about 
things, that we don't deal with just pictures of things, that we 
don't deal with what somebody said about things, that we don't deal 
with stories about them, but that we actually attempt to get into 
them. I suppose that that development has had its strongest lead in 
the field of the social studies. 


In the social studies they are beginning to recognize more and 
more the necessity of getting out in the community with children, and 
of letting them get out in the community by themselves. In other 
words, we are teginning to see the possibilities of surveys made by 
children themselves on various aspects of community life. They made 
@ survey of housing conditions in a community, a survey of employment 
and unemployment in a community, a survey of the tax situation in a 
community and some illustrations of the types of things being done. 
It is not the purpose of a survey done by children to simply get out 
and get hold of some information and then store it away, but to use 
it as a basis of practice in habits of organizing information and 
seeing what it means in terms of community action, and evaluating 
plans for reliving conditions in terms of values which may be accept- 
ed 


What I am saying in different words is this: that there is a 
distinct tendency to stop dealing with subject matter which is org- 
anized in terms of what people know but to attempt to deal with it, 
and to organize it, about what people do. If you examine history, 
literature, or any other subject as taught in the school at the pres- 
ent time, you will find that for the most part it is organized and 
taught in a form which manifets itself in what people know and what 
they do. To state it differently, we are attempting to organize the 
subject matter that is to deal with realistics in such a way that we 
can deal intelligently with social processes. The knowledge which 
we have about physics, history, chemistry or mechanics is most indis- 
pensable tv the student, and most useful to him, when it is taught 
by the process in which he will participate - consumption and produc- 
tion, recreation and education - rather than in such a way as to 
show what we know about the subject matter. 


The second thing which we are attempting to do in classroom prac- 
tice is to be more manifest than ever before about the development 
and improvement of thinking simple problems. I think that is very 
clearly recognized or exhibited in the work which the progressive 
education is doing, for example, and in some new courses of study 
being prepared by the state of West Virginia. We have for a long 
time talked about the improvement of thinking, and we have examined 
a number of things with reference to it. We have come to the conclu- 
sion that if persons were interested in working on something they 
are engaged in, if they found pleasure in it, or were involved in it 
wholeheartedly, that would come out by good ways of thinking. We 
know it is possible for a person to go through life solving problems 
and keeping bad habits of thinking as well as good habits. We know 
also that with only a fair degree of accuracy and without a great 
amount of information, one may possess good habits of thinking. 
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We have found through some subjects which are uniquely designed 
by the subject matter or by natural fittings for the development of 
thinking, that it is an old case that has been somewhat disturbed. 
However, in practice we still adhere to it, because it is a fact long 
to be remembered that students tend to look down upon courses, 
whether in college or high school, if there are not clear and dis- 
tinct solutions to the problems discussed in those courses. That is, 
we are prone so far as students are concerned, to let them go through 
the school looking down upon the future of such subjects. They take 
them as we give them. We know that most of the things we are discus- 
sing are things which we don't have ready-made solutions for. My 
point is this: the only way that we can ever bring those subjects 
that deal with issues that are convemmtional to the student is to 
bring the student in his thinking to a point where he does not simply 
wallow around, but is brought to task. When he expresses an idea 
or @ point of view that is criticized, he mustn't get by with an 
ordinary explanation, with sloppy ways of thinking. 


I am going to be as concrete as I can and ask the question: 
what do we mean by some of these habits of thinking which are being 
kept and have been kept by good teachers for a long time? One of 
them is the habit of asking such a question as this: if we do some- 
thing this way instead of some other way, what difference will it 
make to other people? How often in classrooms have you heard that 
question asked? What difference does it make? When you raise a 
question like that, you are raising a question of value, and it is a 
question that can be thrown open for discussion. This type of ques- 
tion forces people to think of the ways to work the things out. I 
call that a way of thinking that is a habit of thinking, and you carmot 
go through life without having or exercising it a great deal. 


I shall point out one or two others. There are the habits of 
thinking which are involved in the criticizing or examining of what 
other people say or write. I submit to you that that is something 
not usually practiced. As a matter of fact, textbooks for the most 
part tend to preclude the business department because most of the 
things which are written in history are arranged by persistence. 

The same thing is true of textbooks in chemistry, physics, or botany, 
and to get behind what the author is saying and to know whether or 
not he believes what he says is important. Acceptance is a question 
that will get him into certain habits of thinkng. You know that 
there are two types of things which you accept as true. One type 

is to accept things as true because you can see them. If I see you 
sitting there, and someone disagrees with me, I would get skeptical 
of myself, and there is nothing more needed in the social process 
than that type of cleanliness of mind. I say, then, that that is 

one type of thinking which needs to be developed and emphasized. 


Another thing is that of keeping what is known as proof. I 
would be willing to wager a month's salary (which would not send you 
to Europe) that any half of us you could gather together at any time 
would have Httle conception of what is involved in proof. When we 
ask a child in the classroom to develop proof outside of the field 
of geometry, the scale is seldom presented to him. We seldom ask him 
any questions that lead him to develop proof. 


I have pointed out briefly some of the things that are involved 
in thinking. Now I am going to turn to the conflict so far as the 
school administration is concerned. I think we may put it this way: 
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as teachers, we guide the process of thinking so far as to develop 
proper habits until we know the process of thinking as a coach knows 
the process of running. When a coach goes out to coach a fellow in 
the process of running, he knows enough about it to tell him where he 
is making a mistake in the process - whether he is swinging his arms 
in the right direction or holding his body in the right position. 
These he must know in the process of running so that he can improve 
the habits which are enjoined in running. As school people you 
should know these things sufficiently well or we cannot get much 
farther than the mere teaching of information and teaching it in a 
functional way until we have clear insight into the thinking process. 
I am saying that the school administrators and the supervisors have 

a responsibility of helping teachers examine their teaching and the 
students! thinking with the view in mind of getting an insight into 
the habits of thinking. 


With respect to the realities, one should teach realities in 
such a way that people can see the use of them as well as simply to 
know about them. The school administrators and supervisors again have 
the responsibility of making it possible for’ teachers to begin the 
experiment within that field on a small scale. I think it is too 
much of an examination to dispose that summer schools, that college 
instructors, can go a long way toward helpingteachers in the two 
points which I have pointed out. It is within the power of school 
administrators to provide leadership - to see the way as clearly as 
possible and to pass it on to the teachers, so that they themselves 
go into the classroom, make thinking more real, deal with more r al 
things and turn out students whoso thinking habits are better, in 
order that they may deal with conciseness withthe problems that are 
being heaped upon us by the lives we live. 


THE PLACE OF TESTING IN THE SUPERVISORY PROGRAM 


by 
P, B. Jacobson 


Supervision is often thought of as consisting of classroom visit- 
ation with an ensuing conference, demonstration, testing, curriculum 
revision or construction, teachers' meetings either for the whole fac- 
ulty or special groups, experimentation and research. There is no 
disposition on the part of the speaker to say that testing is more 
important than any other supervisory activity. The point of view of 
the discussion is that the use of an adequate testing program, and 
its application to a local school situation is a profitable and objec- 
tive way to begin a supervisory program. After a satisfactory set 
of achievement tests has been given, say in English, general science, 
foreign language, mathematics, and social studies, tabulated, and 
enalysed in the light of the abilities of the pupils, there is an 
objective basis for teachers' meetings, conferences with individuals 3 
or groups, and data which are of importance for curriculum revision” 
will be revealed. 


1. Pierce, P.R. "Major Steps in Sega eaten at a High School Curricul- 
um," School Review 44 (1936), pp. 655-66 


2. McCalmont, J.K. "The Instructional Background of General Science 
Pupils in a City Community," School Review 44 (1936), pp. 291-297. 
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That the use of testing in a supervisory program at the high 
school level is not common is generally acknowledged. Whether such 
conditions should exist is opento qustion, for the supervisors in 
the outstanding schools which were studied in the survey of secondary 
education, while not using tests extensively, reported their use of 
great value where they were used.l rare 


The testing movement came into prominence at the close of the 
war. The first field tote developed was mental testing, followed by 
achievement testing in the elementary school field and later with a 
variety of tests in the high school field. It has been reliably es- 
timated that in the 1920's“ there were available for those who might 
wish to purchase them, over 500 standardized achievement tests for 
high school use. High school administrators did not use them exten- 
sively. Some of them were excellent technically, especially when 
judged by the standards then prevailing, but the majority were has- 
tily constructed, inadequately standardized, and full of technical 
imperfections. These tests were constructed independently so that 
the school administrator who chose among them would not have a set of 
tests which could be combined into a meaningful description of the 
individual pupil or the school as a whole. The tests which were. 
available were constructed independently. Norms were secured on 
different groups of pupils so that the results were not comparable. 
One could say that a pupil ranked at the 50th percentile In algebra 
and at the 75th in general science, but no conclusions could be drawn 
with assurance because no one knew whether the 50th percentile on 
the two tests represented similar achievement, or whether the norms 
were computed on the same group of pupils. 


The Purpose of Testing? 


There are many purposes for which tests may be used but the im- 
mediate purpose is to provide objective and reliable measures of 
individual differences in educational achievement. These differences 
are very great in any school, and vary tremendously from school to 
school. For example, in the Iowa Every-Pupil Testing Program which 
is one of the excellent regional services available in the Middle 
West, over 20% of the twelfth grade pupils tested scored below the 
ninth made norm on the English Correctness Test, and almost 4 per 
cent of themsored below the seventh grade norms. More than 20 per 
cent of the ninth grade pupils scored above the average for twelfth 
grade pupils. Similar differences may be found in any field. Some 
ninth grade pupils enrolled in general science have a better under- 
standing of physics, chemistry, and biology than the average high 
school graduate who has completed a full year in each of the three 
subjects. Such evidence about pupil achievement should have a consid- 
erable influence on the guidance program. Adequate guidance is im- 


possible without cumulative and reliable test records. | 

1. Englehart, Fred, Zeigle, W.H., and Billet, R.O. Bulletin No. 17, 
1932, Monograph No. 11, National Survey of Secondary Education; 
U. S. Department of Interior, Office of Education. Washington: 
1933. Administration and Supervision, p. 163. 


2. Lindquist, E. F. The Ninth Annual Iowa Every Pupil High School 

Testing Program, Bulletin of the State University i Towa, New 
Series, O00. January 30, 1937, p. 4. 

3. Adapted from a discussion by E.F.Lindquist, of the State University 


of Iowa in the Iowa Every-Pupil Testing Program of which he is directo: 
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The identification and measurement of the differences which 
exist should not be left to observations of the teacher, essay, or 
locally prepared objective tests, or school grades, That measurement 
based on subjective judgment is often in error has long been known. 
The boy or girl who cheerfully does what the teacher requires, 
creates no disciplinary difficulty, or who flatters the teacher by 
his apparent interest, often receives higher marks than his under- 
standing of the subject justifies. Other pupils who have unfortunate 
personal qualities, are not good "apple polishers," or fail to do 
assignments because they see no need for routine tasks may receive 
low grades in spite of a superior knowledge of the subject which may 
have been acquired in or outside the class. Human beings can hardly 
fail to err in this pspect and many of our most capable teachers wil- 
lingly admit this is the case. Teacher-prepared objective tests 
have improved the situation, but have not eradicated it. The con- 
struction of satisfactory objective tests is an arduous and time- 
consuming process which few teachers have the time or inclination to 
provide gen if they have the required technical skill. If such tests 
are prepared locally there would not be available the type of norms 
adequate for interpretation. 


The Construction of Tests 


It is important that the tests be comparable in quel tee and form 
by being worked out under one central agency. 8 can bes e real- 
ized in a regional or cooperative testing agency, especially when it 


is a professional organization not operated for the profit of an 
individual or interested group. 


It is also important that norms on a series of tests be compar- 

able Py being secured on groups of children similar to the Iocal chil- 

ren, at the tests on which the norms are based be given to the 
Same groups of children, at, or very near, the same time. For exam- 
ple, it is much more meaningful to say that a boy ranks in the upper 
quarter in achievement in algebra and the lowest quarter in achieve- 
ment in General Science of ten thousand pupils in his grade and in 
his state, tested under the same conditions at or about the same time, 
than to say he is in the upper quarter in achievement in algebra on 

a test which has been standardized under vaguely described conditions, 
at various times, and to say he ranked in the second quarter in 
achievement in general science on another test, for which the norms 
were equally vaguely defined. If reliable and comparable tests were 
used, a supervisory officer could say with equal certainty that a 
class or school ranks in the upper quarter in achievement in algebra 
or general science. He could not, on the basis of the achievement 
test, say why they ranked as they did. This, no doubt, accounted for 
the reluctance in the past of high school administrators to use ex- 
tensively the available standard tests. They were not comparable 
among themselves, nor are they comparable in form and quality, and 

so the results were meaningful only in a vague way. With the coming 
of regional testing there can be little doubt that meaningful norms 
can be available for most subject matter fields, if one used the 
better regional testing programs which do have tests which are com- 
parable in quality and form and which do have comparable norms. In- 
cidéntally, the better regional testing organizations aré not com- 
mercial enterprises conducted for profit. The charges for the tets 
pay for their construction. Any small profits which may accrue are 
plowed back into further improvement of the program. The regional 
tests also are revised each year so that coaching for the tests by 
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the rote teaching of the items which have been used is a futile pro- 
cedure. Such tests stress relationships between facts rather than 
to be able to answer "who," "what," "when," or "where," types of 
questions. They require an interpretation of a problem situation 
rather than the recognition of words. Before a principal draws con- 
¢ lusions fyom test results he should ask himself the following 
questions: 


"1. What is the level of intelligence of the pupils in this class’ 


"2, What kind of instruction did these pupils have in the earlier 
grades? What was the level of their educational development before 
they began this course? 


"3, How adequately is the teacher supplied with effective instruc-. 
tional materials? 


"4, From what type of cultural and social environment do these 
students come? 


de 8 How much and what kind of supervisory assistance and leader- 
ship has this teacher secured from his principal and superintendent? 


"6, How much af a teaching load does this teacher have? For 
what extra-curricular duties is he responsible? 


"7, What is the general attitude toward work that pervades the 
whole school? What kinds of learning habits are developed and en- 
couraged in other subjects? 


"8. How good and how well correlated is the instruction in other 
classes which these pupils are not receiving? (It should be remem- 
bered that the English teacher is now the only one who influences 
the pupils' writing habits, that the history teacher is not the only 
one who is teaching history, etc.) 


"9. What desirable traits and abilities may this teacher be de- 
veloping in his pupils that are not measured by the tests? What is 
this teacher doing for his pupils in the way of character development, 
in the establishment of desirable attitudes, and in the development 
of appreciations? 


"As a General Incentive Toward Improved Teaching 


“hen fairly and constructively used in the manner 
indicated in the preceding paragraphs, the results obtained 
from these tests should provide a genuine and effective 
stimulus toward more intelligently directed effort on the 
part of each teacher concerned. It is a stimulus, however, 
that probably will be most wholesome and effective if left 
to operate by itself, without direct and overt assistance 
from the superintendent or principal. If the performance 
of the pupils under a certain teacher is seriously below 


the norm, there is surely no need for the superintendent 


1. Quoted from Lindquist, E. F. The Cooperative Achievement Tests; 
A Handbook Describing Their Purpose, eorent and Interpretation. 
The Cooperative Test Service of the American Councit on Baucation, 


500 West 116th Street, New York City. pp. 11-12. 
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or principal to humiliate the teacher by openly drawing 
that fact to his attention or to the attention of others. 
Noteacher with any pride in his work can look with equanim- 
ity upon objective evidence of poor achievement by his stu- 
dents. He will be as anxious as anyone else to discover 
the reasons for the unsatisfactory performance, and will 
be more Keenly aware than anyone else of the possibility 
that his own teaching - or his adaptation of instructional 
materials and procedures to the abilities ofthe individual 
students + ip in need of improvement. To make an open 
issue of test results as a measure of the teacher is hee 
to create a 'raise-the-score-in-any-way-possible' a tude 
and to make the teacher more concerned with ‘teaching the 
subject matter an W elping pupils learn. wi 
make high scores for their own sake the goal of the teach- 
er, and will naturally lead him to look with suspicion upon 
the tests as instruments which may be used against him. 
The real goal of the teacher should always be that of help- 
ng § pupils to learn wha s bes or em in the po 
of their individual capacities, interests, and presen 
educational development. If this goal is achieved, the 
test results will take care of themselves. Results of the 
kind secured from these tests can prove extremely valuable 
to the teacher in reaching this goal by helping him to dis- 
cover quickly and reliably what are the capacities, apti- 
tudes, and past achievement of his pupils. At all times 
the tests must be considered as means to an end, and not as 
ends in themselves." 


It would be difficult to evaluate quantitatively the effect of 
all of the factors which have been enumerated above. But anyone who 
will apply himself can evaluate achievement in relation to ability 
either in tabular or graphic form. 


If one considered only the achievement in reading, that the pup- 
ils were below the median for comparable schools, he might well be 
concerned over the ninth grade score; when one sees that reading abil- 
ity roughly parallels ability but is always above it, there is little 
concern about the group as a whole for they are better than their 
ability warrants. Careful inspection reveals that there are several 
who need remedial instruction. 


When one considers the achievement in English mechanics without 
relation to ability, it is clear that the achievement is above the 
norm. But how much more meaningful the information becomes when it 
is considered in the light of ability. Again achievement roughly 
parallels ability but is significantly above it. The principal whose 
school has such achievement should not be complacent. Perhaps too 
much time has been spent on mechanical correctness in written com- 
position and too little on developing an appreciation of better lit- 
erature. Be that as it may, he can say with assurance that the 
achievement in English mechanics is superior in this particular 
school when considered in the light of the ability of the pupils. 


The results might be presented in tabular form or both tabuler 
and graphic presentation might be employed. In a publication which 
will be in your hands in a few days, if you do not already have it, 
such representation is employed. 


GRR Re AD ke CN ’ = pe 
‘ee Bs Op Vat see rt 
tue (ay 1 A 1" re conn Nh 1%, et As 
wai ge TOE tity = fet 
# 

















-8 


babe rath yineqo yd. xorioset, ead edatitewd mur of Lagt 
Laredto to notinetis, aft of me hotinetia. eld of 30% 
-titneaupe diiw aool aeo wyow ald nt ebiig pine agiw ) 
austa etd yd dmemeveidos soog to edaebive evis aetdo s0dy | 
estonetb ot eels oaoyns es evolxna as ed iftw eh sadn 
Iftiw faa ,gonantotcweq ytotostettesny edd oT cee if 
yiiiidbesoq ett to eele enoyas oadt erawva tiaeert stom ed 
fenolhiouatech te aeitestgaba eid vo - yatdosed awo. eld tett 
fnubivibat edtto vettifids edd.ofv eetwbesotd ons ef{sitetam — 
cege 19 stam of .taenevougms to baert Prd gt + etcebuta 7 
vino et Teroned oft, to otrecem 4 as edt feet 20 cua 
ert, Veldtesog-yaw-¥ TLS -f1d, « 810 6 SEEPEbECEI ES TROT a 
Gilt BATLAOR SS W DOhit9 O10 9 : ‘om tenosey ond 
Ttiv30 vaiaet ellos, aatgied AsIiw aeds % 4 Feit: 
dosed ert ie tsee of) enee Mwo Tledd xOl est Ey Het 
* goer aototqeve dédiw wool oc mid bael ellewdsen titw oy <t o 
> " thet teniege Doew od Ped eer a) ee Digs 08 13 
-Glod to dtodd od evewla b wets gerfloset ect ee 
gagtt Tt eae ni meds ot Fe Ca Siw OIES 
“dheeetd bas ete saaseE bois Losge 
ony ,hevelsoa 1: Lsog Bias 
ee 40 edineeh .eovisemedt ‘to Sree ates ‘ES 
eidestay yLlemetixe evorq neo eteot event moet. bonnes 
bib. os mil gata fod yd Leoy etd anidoset at % er ye 
_ttos ,eetéteoateo oft ess tadw yidellot bas ¥ olup % 


































eentt {fo tA .efitquq etd to taemoeveldoe teag fan, 
gs gon boe fie as OF Sneem a6 betebtetibe piste: e000 a 
" aevie &. 


46 tosttte edt vlevitadisasup otauiave od tLuottrep ed bisew at € 
od ondyns wh .svode betsiemune seed eved doldw etotos't us 
qiifids of sottalex at dnomevetios etaulsve 139. beta ye 
mero t obdgetg ‘qo saludad 


~qua ost Sedo ,polbeot al Snemevetdes agit piso berebiedos emo th 
ad [few tdatm oc ,efoodoe eldstaqmos To? matbont — woled otew eft 
itde gaibeset Jacs ese8 ono few 3 eTOO8 oD, didatan eft tevo bora 
afsdtt et esodd .It evodsa eyawle et sud wih. ide efoflarsq. eis eon 
 wbedd nadt aetted ona yodt-0l elodw 6 es quot efit juods- areono 
fexeyoe ota overs Joa? slaovet sottoeqentt [uteis? ,edmeitow 4 aa. 
| . -nottouat ent fatbemet deen od 


suodtiw eotnadtoom dott; at tremevetsdos ‘erly. evobbenoo ento ‘neta 
ait ovode et Jmomovelsios odd tearit weofo et dt .ysitids od Jtelet 
$i now tomooed soltempotnt ed? Luigalasem ettom, oym work dua a oeted 
Yidowox tromeve tos keg | Dei po If ods at be abLenos eh | 
osodw Lagkontyq eff .¢2 oveds ylinsoltingte 1 dud WRtide stot tease 
ood ecarited , depen Lomo od von Sluode ‘Semovoaston Move ean . 
“oo moddiow nt eeentoorso9 Lao no saege aved sad © | 
eat “otted to noltstoetaga an ‘patgoleveb so olstIL o¢ 
ods tot osapwees déiw yee ano en .Yyam 9 
axaoivottaaq aids of sotteque al sotnedoom 
a Bbtag orit ‘to ¥ this: aly 3, Diane odd a. 


moludat- gsod 10 pa ie” neiudad 
Hole nolisolidug a al .bey 
th eved wor son ob berate 



















CII - Lecture 4 TABLE I 9- 


ACHIEVEMENT IN ENGLISH MECHANICS AND SILENT READING IN 
RELATION TO MENTAL ABILITY 
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CII -~ Lecture 4 104 
The Use of Tests in Remedial* Instruction 


During the past decade considerable attention has been given to 
the individualization of instruction to care for the differences in 
abilities of pupils enrolled ina class section. Reference has been 
made to the fact that some high school seniors score lbwer in English 
mechanics than the average for freshmen. Many illustrations in print-. 
ed form attest that such differences exist in all subject matter 
fields. At times in the past it was assumed that the offering of the 
school was the important objective, and so teachers taught subject 
matter rather than considering the needs and abilities of boys and 
girls. Fortunately that idea is disappearing in favor of taking care 
in the classroom of individual differences in pupilaility, both 
native and acquired subject matter differences. This implies diag- 
nosis of pupil difficulties. 


The medical practitioner made diagnosis. of human ailments by in- 
spection before adequate and precise instruments were available. To 
day in an adequate examination the physician makes use of all scient- 
ific instruments available and furnishes the patient a better diag- 
nosis than he could make without them. In medicine the use of ade- 
quate scientific instruments has done much to further preventative 
medicine. 


Similarly it is true that competent teachers can and sometimes 
have diagnosed pupil difficulties without adequate instruments, yet 
the use of such instruments as are available will help tonmake the 
diagnosis more precise and less time consuming for the teacher. The 
best instruments at prsent available for diagnosing pupil deficien- 
cies are good tests. The analysis of the difficulties which underly 
the accomplishment of pupils in any or all of the subject matter 
fields of the high school undoubtedly constitutes the most advanced 
use of tests as a supervisory device. General achievement tests 
(survey tests such as are furnished by the regimal testing agencies 
referred to previously) will not show what is wrong, merely that some- 
thing is wrong with an individual's achievement, say in algebra or 
English correctness. By analysing the test a teacher will gain addi- 
tional information about the deficiencies of a pupil. If the score 
of a twelfth grade pupil is below the average of ninth grade pupils 
something can and should be done about it. The tests available give 
a single score of achievement. If this score is low it would be nec- 
essary to analyze the test to see whether the pupil was weak in cap- 
italization, usage, punctuation, or spelling. Or one could give diag- 
nostic tests of the elements of English correctness; a tst on how 
well the pupil capitalizes, a tat on spelling, a test of English us- 
age, and a tst of punctuation; to determine whether a pupil was weak 
in any one or all of the elements tested. Only when the weakness has 
been determined rather exactly should remedial instruction be given. 
Then it should aim to remedy the specific weakness. For example, if 
the pupil has difficulty with punctuation, he would get remedial 
exercises in punctuation, and not in capitalization. There is no 
use in trying "shotgun" methods of using so many miscellaneous 
"pellets" or exercises and then hoping one will "hit" the pupil 
where he needs help. Another pupil might need remedial exercises in 
all the elements. 

* Remedial is not a word to which any stigma is attached. To desig- 
nate a youth as a remedial case simply means he has failed to have 
certain experiences which enable him to appreciate more mature 
experiences. 
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It is quite generally agreed that an interview is likely to be 
very helpful in eradicating difficulties. Smith” has given an illus- 
tration which developed during an interview in which a pupil capital- 
ized lawyer and pirate giving as a reason that groups of people such 
as Methodists and Jews were always capitalized. No amount of prac- 
tice with exercizes in capitalization would remove the difficulty so 
long as the pupil held wrong information about capitalization. 

While it is true that remedial work should be fitted to the individ- 
ual pupil, this does not necessarily imply that all remedial instruc- 
tion must proceed on an individual basis. Groups of pupils who have 
similar disabilities or difficultiesmy be grouped together for rem- 
edial instruction. Pupils in small groups with different difficulties 
may be taught by one teacher who works with each individual for a 
time while the others are at work on the materials which are suited 
to their needs. The remedial work must proceed on a tentative basis 
using materials which have formerly proved effective for first teach- 
ing or remedial work. The tentatively chosen remedial material must 
be changed when it is no longer needed or is not effective. Regular 
testing is necessary to determine whether or not the remedial work 

is effective. When pupils show they have conquered their difficulties 
they should be excused from further remedial work. Pupils who make no 
gains during remedial teaching will need further diagnosis, which 
may require elaborate individual examinations beyond the facilities 
of the local school. A great deal more has been done with remedial 
instruction in the elementary school than in the high school. Much 
of this could readily be applied at the high school level. Remedial 
reading has been explored much more carefully at the high school lev- 
el than any other subject. Commercially prepared materials are now 
available for reading, and materials aimed to furnish remedial instr- 
uction in other fields at the high school level are beginning to 
appear. 


Reading ability is the most important skill which a high school 
pupil can possess, for it is basic to most of the subjects in the 
high school, and is required to some extent in all of them. Many 
pupils reach the high school well equipped to read the materials to 
which they will be subjected. Others, however, do not learn how to 
read rapidly and easily with understanding before the high school per- 
iod. In fact, some of them persist and enter college with deficien- 
cies in reading, although it is probable that many of the deficient 
readers fall out of school or quit because school is very distasteful 
to them. It is quite certain that pupils who score below 7.0 grade 
in reading will encounter serious difficulties in their high school 
work. In a study of fourteen four-year high schools enrolling 5,705 
freshmen, it was found that 22 per cent were below the seventh grade 
standard in reading, some of them having scores no higher than those 
customarily earned by second or third grade pupils.© The average for 
all the pupils tested was eleventh grade. It seems fair to say that 
over one-fifth of these pupils were so deficient that they could in 
no way be considered educationally equal to the better pupils in the 
class. These pupils were in serious need of remedial instruction. 
While there is no assurance that similar percentages would be found 
in any high school, it is certain that retarded readers will be found 
in every grade in every high school. Some of the better reading tests 
1. Smith, Dora V. "Diagnosis of Difficulties in English," Thirty- 

Fourth Yearbook N.S.S.E. Public School Publishing Company, 1935. 
Pp. 253. ‘ 


2. Gray, W. 8S. Thirty-Sixth Yearbook, N.S.S.E. p. 12l. 
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such as the Iowa Silent Reading Testi are detailed enough to tell 
whether deficlent readers need remedial work on all the elements or 
whether the deficiency may be vocabulary difficulty, inability to lo- 
cate information, inadequate comprehension in social science, liter- 
ature or other fields, or some other deficiency. Proper remedial 
measures can then be undertaken. Several studies have been complet- 
ed which show that retarded readers can be helped pune akan ni pe i 
they are better students as a result of their training. 

book on teaching reading, or the Thirty-Sixth Yearbook of hs fr, ie 3.E 
on reading furnish a list of skilIs needed In work-type reading, and 
give suggested exercises which have been used successfully in remed- 
ial programs. Probably nothing more fruitful could be done for a 
high school than to survey the reading status of the pupils and to 
inaugurate remedial instruction for those pupils who need it. Asa 
tentative suggestion one could begin remedial instruction in reading 
for all pupils below 7.0 grade ability in reading. One could be 
quite certain that considerable improvement would result. 


In conclusion let me Say: 


1. Achievement testing is an objective and fruitful starting 
point for a supervisory program, 


2. It is indispensable in a remedial program, and mental testing 
about which I have not spoken is a corralary to achievement testing, 
helps explain the results, and, if grouping is to be used, is the 
best single measure for ability grouping. 


SUGGESTIVE PROCEDURES FOR SUPERVISORS, INCLUDING 
PROPOSALS OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPERVISION, 
ILLINOIS HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS' ASSOCIATION 


by 
C. A. DeYoung 


I hope that I am not like the professor who was told that in 
diving, he went down deeper and came up drier than anyone else I know. 
I am not going down too deep this afternoon; I am not going to stay 
under very long. In fact we are about fifteen or twenty minutes be- 
hind schedule. So I will talk about the proposal of the Committee on 
Supervision. It so happens that the first current creed I had made 
aprogressive of in education was the village blacksmith. We are re- 
vising the process. I set out to teach this child. How do you do 
that? We went to the blacksmith shop and saw the blacksmith. What 
was he doing? He eventually learned by doing. He started tapping 
1. Greene, H. A., Jorgenson, H. M., and Kelley, V. H. Iowa Silent 

Reading Tests, Advanced Examination. World Book Company. — 


2. Jacobson, P. B. Two Experiments with Work-Type Reading Exercises 
in Ninth Grade. niversity o owa Studies in Education, Vol. 
0. 3 ° 


McAllister, J. M. "The Effectiveness of Remedial Instruction in 
Reading in the Junior High School," School Review 39(1931) -97-111. 


Traxler, A. E. "Group Corrective Reading in the Seventh Grade - 
An Experiment," School Review 44 (1933), pp. 519-530. 
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away. Finally he gave it a good hard tap. He learned that by let- 
ting children see what is done, they would learn to do likewise. 


We are interested in it from the standpoint of the committee. 
Commonly our supervision has set up three rather definite goals. 
One is to broaden supervision. Then, also, we seek to deepen super- 
vision. We all know that there is a marked trend toward an emphasis 
on psychology and the principle underlying it. Is not. that an ob- 
jection for too elaborate supervision? In the mind of the teacher, 
supervision should be as elaborate as the teachers want it. Perhaps 
that is the business trouble we have had from the school ancestor, 
When I went to look to him, he was looking down; when I left him, he 
was looking up. We are trying to emphasize this expansion of super- 
vision, elaborating it to where the teacher really likes it and 
wants it. Briefly, our committee has set up a three fold edict on 
the problem of committees. We send many of these bulletins to 
issued periodicals. The first one was presented at a high school 
conference. If you haven't seen it please write in and we will send 


you a copy of Levels of Supervision where I describe the three levels. 
The Second bulletin is orm of the Plan as a Supervisor in the Pro- 
fessional Improvement of the Instructional Step written by Mr. San- 
gon. Other Bulletins will appear from time to time. That is the 
first step in our program. 


The second is the establishment of study groups throughout the 
state. A meeting was held last night and some of the representatives 
were there. We should like to get started on this program this fall. 
Some groups have already begun work. Also, it is planned to have a 
small study outline to accompany each of these bulletins. They need 
not be studied in the order issued. Perhaps you would like to start 
with curriculum and teaching, or some other approach. 


Finally, we hope to start some experiments through the state 
Where administrators and teachers will try certain specific supervis- 
ory techniques. For example, at the meeting of the Illinois Associa- 
tion, our supervisors of instruction elements advanced a few of them, 
Some techniques were explained. One of the schools was using a diag- 
nosis authorized for teachers. Another school reported on supervis- 
ion. Usually supervision is being done only when teachers ask for it. 
So we are very anxious to set up these experiments throughout the state 
Take just the step of that study group. We hope it will be a working 
organization by fall. We are trying to produce most of the supervis- 
ion because the more light we throw upon our educational problems, 
the greater the effect is. 


t %. % 


MR. O. F. WEBER (Chairman): Have you any questions on these 
discussions you would like to take up at this point from the floor? 
If not, I should like to have the privilege of introducing Mr. Don 
Grossman who will discuss this question: (1) What is the relation- 
ship between the curricular pattern followed by high school pupils 
and the success of these pupils in college? 


MR. D. A. GROSSMAN: Most educations are concerned with two 
problems: what shall we teach, and how shall we teach it? Most of 
what was said before dealt with the second of these two points. If 
you know the early history of secondary education in this country, 
you know it was concerned almost entirely with the preparation of 
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students for college. The program was entirely of the practice type. 
No one at that time had any particular purpose other than to prepare 
students for college. Lately, high schools have started doing some- 
thing for students who cannot go to college. It is the thing which 
made the eligible plan of education in high school come into being. 
There was completed a plan whereby there was given the practice type 
of education, and at the same time students were prepared for college. 


Since that has come into being, there has been a great deal of 
thought and speculation as to which of our subjects constitute the 
best preparation for a college course. A great deal has been said 
about the colleges fixing a particular future high school course. I 
believe that in the next twenty-five years or so it will be very 
clearly indicated that the pressure that is appealing from below is 
becoming greater than the pressure that is coming fram above. The 
practice type of education coming from the secondary school and its 
constituents has more items today than the fixed part which has been 
retained. Early statements have been made on the questim of effect- 
iveness of preparation for college. They seem te indicate that | 
there are certain definite subjects and combinations of subjects 
which have different effects. But there have always been some who 
are criticizing the validity of this statement. 


For a long time we had no way of analyzing this part of the 
problem. Colleges have been very much interested in working out a 
plan of selecting students who are to do well in college; particular- 
ly because colleges are in some respects hard pressed by states which 
are becoming more particular because there has been a great deal of 
concern about the students who will not cooperate and have therefore 
been dismissed and denied further registration. Serious efforts 
have been made to fix tests that would determine the factors neces- 
sary to successful work in college. The chance high school average 
is more often given to his rank in grade. All of this comes around 
to the question as to whether or not it is a question of excellence 
as indicated by chance, quality of work of the students in high school 
or the marks which represent his individual high school progress. 
From that we have this kind of statement: that here we study not 
high ability and excellenese in one activity, for should lack of abil-- 
ity in one activity mean lack of ability in other activities? 


Does this mean that secondary sehool ancestors can teach a pupil 
anything so that if he has graduated, he will do well in college? I 
don't think we can go that way. We are without any subject that a 
student could go through his high school years and study, like com- 
mercial subjects, and be prepared to accept work in a higher institu- 
tion. In fact, there are many reasons to believe that that would be 
unreliable; after all, if you want a child to be a good violinist 
you shouldn't start out teaching him to play something else. The 
point is that the course in high school must bear a very close rela- 
tion to the habits of study and the schedule required for his consid- 
eration in the course in college. 


The so-called college preparatory subjects, I believe, have 
accomplished this in a reasonably satisfactory manner. There is still 
a good margin for improvements on all of the subjeets that are now 
taught in the high school program, the one that seems to offer the 
best chance of success in college being English. This is not a sur- 
prise, for it constitutes the best of instruction for college level. 
If you don't know how to handle your own language effectively, if you 
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can't repeat knowledge and express yourself, you are handicapped no 
matter what you do. There are arguments for mechanics in that it 

has different value as a mind builder. Students have required mental 
discipline which cannot be overworked. Foreign languages have great 
value in preparation, particularly for students whose college courses 
will require foreign language. 


It is ultimately agreed that the habit of study can best be ac- 
Quired if started at an early age. The longer you put it off the 
more difficult it becomes. The mastery procedure is not being taught 
in high school on the same standard that it is in coYlege. The per- 
son who made this study was a science teacher himself. I have heard 
professors of chemistry say they would prefer a high school student 
who had not had any chemistry instruction in high school. I think 
that is because high school courses in chemistry are not sufficiently 
intensified so that the college teacher can place much realization on 
the material the student remembers by the time he reaches the higher 
institution. 


As you know, students have to stick to a particular set pattern 
of high school subjects in order to meet college entrance require- 
ments. As most of you know, in 1935, the universities adopted a plan 
of admitting students on major and minor credits, leaving the high 
school plan so that it will have something tooffer to the original 
percentage of high school students who will not go on to college and 
at the same time will not ignore the needs of the more promising mem- 
bers in the high school institutions. 


MR. WEBER: I wonder if there may not be some here who will be 
interested in commenting on the way in which these new entrance re- 
quirements that are in effect at the University of Illinois and other 
institutions of this area, are moving out in the local high schools? 


QUESTION: I would be interested in knowing how many high 
schools have their graduating requirements in agreement with college 
requirements? 


ANSWER: They still require two units of foreign language before 
he can receive a diploma. Many communities believe such requirements 
to be unfair to any student who will not continue his education. 


MR. WEBER: Are there any suggestions, questions, or aspects of 
the discussion that you wish to take up? 


QUESTION: I wonder, Mr. Weber, if our present setup of major 
and minor will remain? 


MR. WEBER: All requirements are in terms of units. I am not 
the seventh son of a seventh son, but I will venture to say I am now 
convinced that the time is coming when the entrance requirements of 
the Universities will not be so stringent. Insofar as there is any 
experiment, the universities have been forced to perceive through 
the discussion of our college preparatory requirements that sometimes 
those who would not be allowed to enter because they are not well 
prepared, will, after several years, work up. They cannot tell in 
the freshman year which should have been barred from admittance, 


I have been happy to be here this afternoon because I, too, know 
the more I remember about the problems of the schools, the less I 
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know. Twenty years ago I knew a good deal more about them than I do 
now. I would like to pass next to Professor Smith. 


PROF. B. OTHANEL SMITH: With respect to what Don Grossman said, 
it is always delightful to find scientific evidence to support the 
belief that the brighter child, after having studied Latin, is still 
bright. I am glad to hear again that the courage of the American is 
here. It seems the larger share of a student's time in preparatory 
work is devoted to English, which is a very encouraging thing. 


MR. WEBER: I have asked Mr. A. E. Smith to discuss this issue 
briefly: Do most teachers evaluate the extent to which the aims of 
instructors are realized? What administrative and supervisory steps 
will enhance this process? 


MR. SMITH: I would like to make one comment about the first 
question. The larger per cent of our pupils. go to the teachers' 
college as it is near our town, and only a few go to the University 
of Illinois. Two years ago the college gave prescribed lists of sub- 
jects and said if you presented sixteen credits and if you followed 
a duplicate form you would be eligible for entrance there. There 
has been a renewed interest in our music work. The thing that con- 
tributes to all of our activity is, as near as we can tell, some 
credits that we believe our students will do just excellent without 
having followed any particular definite pattern and without Be 
studied certain subjects in high school. 


It seems to me that we have comment on the second question. 
Again I would refer to my own teaching experience. I find a lot of 
times teachers do not evaluate their own work but yet I believe every 
teacher who is interested tries to find some check up on her work. 
Maybe that is a sort of interest, but I believe I have found in my 
teaching practice how to safeguard their work. We don't know the 
setup, the means whereby they set up their own manners, just a choice, 
which will help them. I believe now there are very few teachers that 
do not want to make some advance in their own work. I believe they 
. are more concerned about that than they were when they were in school. 


MR. WEBER: What administrative and supervisory steps will en- 
hance this process? I am going to call on Professor Smith to give a 
brief statement concerning the type of service that is at your dispos- 
alin these with this new clerical laboratory. 


PROF. SMITH: It gives me an opportunity to take a slap at 
Professor Browne. Likely he took the remarks as being somewhat free- 
ly to the point considering the source from which it came. That 
confusion is not limited to that faced by education. The literature 
is quite confusing and here we might include some of the things we 
have written ourselves. I disagree heartily with the emphasis given 
in Mr. Jacobson's paper. I am in hearty agreement with some people. 
I should like, if Mr. Jackson has time, to include here his remarks 
on the phase of school work. 


We have there what I tell you frankly we don't have a great deal 
of - good textbooks which have been published in the last year or so, 
high school elementary books; we have also a number of courses of 
study representing the new department, and the classroom instruction 
over the country. I invite you to come in any time that you desire 
to make use of them during the study. We shall be in 203 University 
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High School Building and it is open from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 daily, 
and from 2:00 to 4:00 on Monday and Thursday. 


MR. WEBER: Is there something more; you have been so extremely 
patient; I would not want to tire you. Are there any suggestions or 
questions from the floor? If it is at all possible, we shall try to 
have some subjects for the motive of the progress here. If there is 
nothing further, we shall adjourn. 


* * ,, 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 5 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE GROUP 


SUBJECTS: A. The Objectives of Recent Developments in 
Biology Instruction. 
B. Evaluation of the Outcomes of Instruction 
in Biology. 


WHAT SHOULD BE THE RELATION OF NATURE STUDY TO BIOLOGY? 


by 
Mary A. Bennett 


This is rather a large order because you know a lot about both. 
However, I will discuss it as well as I may with that knowledge. 
The present tendency is to substitute the term "elementary science” 
for "nature study." This practice was adopted by the committee re- 
porting in the 3lst yearbook of the N.E.A. So far as recent city and 
state courses of study have been examined, the same practice has been 
evident. In this discussion, therefore, I shall use the two terms 
"elementary science" and "nature study" as synonomous, as I take it 
that the committee had "nature study” in this broad sense in mind as 
this program was planned. 


What is the relation of elementary science to secondary biology? 
some have hel@ that the chief function of the former has been to fur- 
nish an isolated experience in the field of so-called science, cater- 
ing to needs and interests of a more or less transitory type. 


From another viewpoint, the function of elementary science has 
been considered as laying a foundation for secondary science, 
Evaluation of it has rested upon contributions which were shown to 
have been made to high school biology. 


Neither position seems tenable in the light of modern psychology. 
If, as this psychology teaches, life is development; if, as Burton 
says, education is the "process gf socializing and humanizing the 
individual"; if, to quote Nuttall¢ "learning is a growth outcome of 
experience"; or, using Preston's words, "the development of the 
person taught"; the inclusion of elementary science in the curriculum 
can be justified only on the ground that it will function in the de- 
velopment of a fuller measure of growth in the individual. It is not 
preparation for secondary school science, nor, on the other hand, is 
it an isolated experience. Rather it is)a part of one of those ever 
widening "creative cycles" to which Crow’ refers in his "Creative 
Education." Also if this be true, secondary school science, includ- 
ing biology, can be justified on no other ground than that it con- 
tinues the same creative cycle of experience in the life of the child. 





1. W. H. Burton, Introduction to Education. 

2. L.-J. Nuttall, Teaching Purposes and Their Achievement. 
3.C. B. Preston, The At a School Science Teacher and His Work. 
4k, C. 8S. Crow, Creative RqucStION. 
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This being the case, we are compelled to look upon elementary 
and secondary school science, not as isolated subjects in a curricul- 
um, but as a part of a unified, integral approach to the task of aid- 
ing the child's development. Our discussion may be based upon two 
assumptions: 


1. That nature study and secondary biology are both integral 
parts of the science program of the school. 


2. That the function of science in the curriculum is the same, 
whatever the grade level may be. Me: 


If this function is the development of the child - in other 
words, living - it should at each grade level be that which will best 
assist in achieving there, a new and better level of understandings, 
attitudes, tastes, skill, enthusiasms, etc. "What is taught,’ 

Tidyman~ says, "is fundamentally a matter of social need; when it is 
taught, is fundamentally a matter of child need." 


In the 3lst Yearbook, these assumptions are the basis for 
science curriculum planning. State courses recently in Florida, 
Missouri, and Texas, and many city courses, are illustrations of the 
outcome of such thinking. In an examination of available courses of 
the last few years, no exceptions have been found to this practice, 
at least so far as a statement of guiding principles is concerned. 


In the last three weeks, I have been interested in incidental 
interviews with members of our elementary school staff and with those 
teaching elementary courses. Fifteen or more years ago, I was asso- 
ciated with most of these people for a short time, as I supervised 
the nature study in the second, third, and fourth grades for several 
years. At that time, our elementary science was one in which the 
Chief principle in selecting subject matter seemed to be that of 
choosing supposedly interesting topics not appropriated by other 
grades. In other words, there was little or no emphasis on object- 
ives or outcomes. The emphasis, naturally, was upon facts. 


At that time I made a suggestion that a cumulative type of pro- 
cedure be used with bird groups and tree study, and that these be 
studied over a period of years so as to secure a more comprehensive 
knowledge of their habits. Even this plan seemed too radical a de- 
parture to some teachers concerned, one objection being that it would 
result in a loss of interst because of the danger of repetition of 
materials. Recent interviews with these same teachers showed a ra- 
ther striking change in attitude. I asked what they considered the 
function of nature study to be at the grade levels in which they were 
interested. Almost »rovariably I was first reminded that the term 

"elementary science” should be substituted for "nature study." 
Further statements reflected the change in psychological outlook. I 
was told that the function of aiding in development is the main one, 
that acience properly viewed, is life, not preparation for it, that 
children at all levels can think scientifically, and that elementary 
science is not looked upon as preparation for high school courses 
but as an integral, growing part of science as a whole. 


Two points especially emphasized were that children at all 
levels can think scientifically, and that teachers must plan in 


1. W. F. Tidyman, Directing Learning Through Class Management. 
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terms of generalizations - desired outcomes, as it ware - in curri- 
culum making. 


There are at least three premises to guide us, as secoridary 
teachers, in our thinking as to the relation of nature study to 
secondary school biology: 


Ll. Education is living; it is growth. | 

2. The distinction in sctence seat at or otherwite) at any 
level is relative only. 

3. Children at any eaeee level can think scientifically< 


How shall secondary school biology teachers handle the part of 
the educative process which falls to them? For one thing, they must 
take account of the contribution of nature study to that process. 
The curriculum maker and the teacher must become aware of the areas 
involved, the preceding development of them, the attitudes, skills, 
and understandings, already developed, and must be prepared to widen 
and deepen these areas, and to open up new and desirable ones. 


In this connection, even though nature study does not have as 
its function preparation for high school biology, it isvwry evident 
that a valuable groundwork for continued development must exist. 


We plan to use our first week or two in high school biology this 
fall in what may be called an exploratory approach. The previous ex- 
periences of our boys and girls vary, Some have come from the col- 
lege elementary school, some from near-by village or rural schools. 
Some have had no elementary science as such, some an extended exper- 
lence in this line; many have belonged to 4-H clubs, many have been 
in Scout groups with directed nature studies. 


We shall probably begin by reviewing the past summer's activi- 
ties. Almost everyone is interested in being given an audience for 
reports of travels; visits to parks, zoos, museums, fairs; and 4-H 
club activities in which he has shared. 


This will doubtless lead us to make trips into our immediate 
environment, particularly our campus, and to collect specimens for 
our displays. The instructor will note what familiarity with trees, 
shrubs, and birds is evinced, a simple scheme for checking being used. 
Probably certain boys and girls will volunteer to conduct such "tours.' 
Incidentally, this will be a particularly good opportunity for some 
determination, not only of factual background, but of interests, 
attitudes, understandings, and appreciations. 


A third procedure planned is a round table on gardens, and pets . 
experiences with them, care, visits, and exhibits. Here, too, may 
be reviewed participation in 4-H clubs, and scout nature activities. 
It should be possible to make inventories of source materials, per- 
fodicals, and books in the various homes, and available specimens. 
Other activities may be suggested as we proceed, but this brief 
statement of procedure will indicate the general plan. 


An objective to keep in mind throughout this exploratory period 
during the choice of material is that of gaining an understanding of 
the factual background of each individual. A more important aim is 
that of crystallizing partially developed interests, of understanding 
attitudes, of creating a common bond of respect and sympathy for one 
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another's undertakings in the group, and of stimulating a desire for 
further undertakings and investigations of a biological nature. 


A second way in which the elementary science background may be 
utilized is through a continued development of wholesome attitudes. 
Secondary science teachers recognize the unique opportunity of elemen- 
tary science in this case. The earlier the training, the more effect- 
ive it is. Probably an inventory of fear attitudes is a simple means 
of arriving at the status of each individual's development in this 
line. If it is discovered that needless dread of walking sticks, 
garter snakes, and warts from toads still exist, secondary s¢thool 
biology, through its new contributions, its developments of new skills. 
may do much to overcome these. Other examples of this nature are 
attitudes resulting from erroneous ideas such as that regarding the 
"hair snake," and those from too credulous reliance upon nostrum 
advertising and the like. 3 


A warning is pertinent in relation to the procedures just sug- 
gested. Because of failure to recall names and similar facts, teach- 
ers may conclude that elementary science resulting in such ignorance 
is of no value. Ona certain field trip to observe types of buds and 
bvranchings, we approached a clump of sycamores. Not one member of 
the group recalled the name of the trees, yet many of the class had 
on trips in an elementary science class visited these trees numerous 
times. Had these trips been fruitless? Hardly! Before a further 
question could be asked, several were showing us the concealed aux- 
Lliary buds, one had correctly answered a question as to whether the 
scaling bark was due to disease, and another had remarked, "The 
fruits of these trees are little balls." Did they know this tree? 


Again I held up a Polyphemus moth the first of the season. No 
one could name it, yet a gleam on many faces showed a recognition of 
an old friend. Those with the nature study background were immedi- 
ately interested and ready for further investigation. Most of the 
others showed little curiosity until considerable discussion and ob- 
servation had ensued. It is a real problem to stimulate interest. 


Recall how differently you respond to a friend's attempt to tell 
you of a trip to a region where you have never been than to the same 
friend's attempt to tell you of a place you know of. Our boys and 
girls who have had elementary science are those "who have been there. 
They can enter into the further adventures and accounts of adventures 
in secondary biology with a gusto that obviates the long development 
of interest and appreciation necessary when there has been no 
elementary science approach. 


Science is an increasingly widening experience in living. High 
school biology teachers cannot afford to ignore skills, attitudes, 
enthusiasms, appreciations, and understandings already existing as 
an outgrowth of nature study. If these are isolated contributions, 
high school biology may weld them into the fabric of new and helpful 
concepts; if they are already developing into useful concepts, it 
should continue this development to a fuller degree. 
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WHAT ARE THE RELATIVE MERITS OF INDIVIDUAL, GROUP, 
AND CLASS PROJECTS AS METHODS OF TEACHING BIOLOGY? 


by 
A. E. Cockrum 


In announcing this topic, I realize that my thoughts are dan- 
gerously close. I hope that my treatment may bring some enlighten- 
ment along with it. This particular topic is being studied by the 
biology curriculum committee, and, having done a little work with 
that committee, I was given this elaborate title, "What are the 
Relative Merits of Individual, Group, and Class Projects as Methods 
of Teaching Biology?" I say that they have to qualify this further 
by saying that merits have to be defined in terms of individual ef- 
meee aoe production if the aims they set out for biology are to be 
reached. 


I shall then review some of the definitions that have been of- 
fered by writers with whom we are familiar. It is good for us to 
review this authority and in turn to gather something that we can use 
in our classrooms. Perhaps one of the first definitions of the first 
meeting attached to the project is one of these quotations from W. 

W. Charters, "A project is a problem that we can carry to competion 
in a natural setting." The first words have always been accepted, 
but "natural setting" has caused a lot of debate. People are telling 
us that a classroom is not a natural setting for a boy or girl, but 
most of us realize that a classroom is not an unnatural setting. 


In agreement with that definition, C. A. McMurray asks only 
that the last two words be omitted. The natural setting is problem- 
atical and the definition can be completed only when we can be sure 
what the term "natural setting" is. One says, "it is not an act 
within itself but a method of arrangement of materials in the class- 
room. It is a division of materials." We want to be sure of our 
terminology, but in the end, we are, in many cases, working toward a 
common purpose, a common goal, and any digression in the way of words 
is not extremely serious. 


One of the problems in the study of the biology curriculum is: 
What is to be done to realize our aims?" In our school we have a 
long list of projects that can be carried out. Anyone can find more 
things than can be carried out ina year, so it is a matter of sel- 
ection. “or our own purpose, I do not believe it would be worth my 
while to submit such a list. Terpenning has made out such a list, 
and if you wish you have only to choose one project and carry it out 
ina satisfactory manner. 


Of course, I like to think of my class project of a feeding ex- 
periment for a whole year. We carried it out by having a large cage 
that was made of heavy wire constructed in the school laboratory 
into which almost any sort of animal that could be brought through 
the doors was put and kept for a reasonable time. The average anim- 
al brought into the laboratory was brought there to stimulate inter- 
est in their feeding. A pair of rabbits will create a lot of en- 
thusiasm, and the pupils will spend a reasonable time watching them | 
feed. In the animal cage that we use in our class projects, we have 
groups or individuals to care for them. A boy or girl brings in a 
rabbit to school and feeds it, takes care of it, and that pergon is 
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responsible for taking care of it through the week, andijat the end of 
the week takes it home. Some of the larger schools have heat in 
their laboratories over the weekend and I think the pets deserve that 
much consideration. The next Monday we try to have something else 

in the cage. If we have the type that can be kept through the week 
end, that process can be carried on throughout the year, and can do 
more than anything else to stimulate interest in biology. 


An aquarium is conducted as an experiment by students. To my 
mind that is one of the best projets of all. The laboratory should 
contain a tank of twenty gallons or more. Our own tank is fifty-five 
galions, and is designed for that special purpose by one of the sup- 
ply houses. A small tank is more often available, and has a decided 
value, but if a big piece of apparatus is to be kept, I think there 
is nothing better than the big aquarium holding at least twenty gal- 
lons. A high school visitor once asked me this question, "If you 
were confined to one table apparatus, what would you have?" It 
would be the aquarium, for in it you can teach all the cycles of 
nature, all the big biology principles, both plant and animal. 


EVALUATION OF THE OUTCOMES OF INSTRUCTION IN BIOLOGY 


by 
W. S. Monroe 


First, I want to call your attention to the title, "Evaluation 
of the Outcomes of Instruction in Biology." The word evaluation is 
used intentionally instead of the more common word, "measure." We 
are apparently doing what we have done very often - introducing a 
new term when the old term has come to convey a meaning that is not 
quite the meaning that we wish. The term "measurement" means, almost 
universally, measurement by means of paper and pencil tests, usually 
of the objective type. The word "evaluation" is being introduced to 
convey a somewhat broader idea; namely, measurement by any means 
that is helpful. The phrase "outcomes of instruction" on the title 
directs attention to what is to be evalued or measured. 


What are the outcomes of instruction in the field of biology? 
That is, what are the kinds of ability that you wish to engender in 
your students? This question should be answered very specifically - 
and in terms of abilities. This is very similar to the question, 
What are the outcomes of farming? The agricultural crops and prod- 
ucts are wheat, corn, hay, etc. Using the term smewhat generally, 
this includes products called horticultural products. To answer this 
question in relation to farming, we enumerate the various products. 
What are the products of interest in biology? 


We do not have any generally accepted list of outcomes. There 
have been several made, none of which are quite satisfactory for this 
purpose. I shall not attempt to do more than merely suggest some of 
the ideas that would doubtless appear if, and when,you work out the 
answer to this question. You probably would include the ability to 
recite facts from the field, to recite orally or in writing upon re- 
quest; the ability to remember material involving the technical vo- 
cabulary of the field; the ability to use at least some of the tech- 
nical terms in oral and written explanations; the ability to manipu.- 
Jate instruments in laboratory apparatus; the ability to explain 
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natural phenomena; the ability to follow the laboratory directions; 
the ability to identify the plants and animals; perhaps closing with 
some outcomes that require definite phraseology, such as interest, 
scientific attitude, and so on. 


The first step in considering any program of measurement for 
biology or any other field of instruction is to determine the types 
of outcomes that you intend to produce. Under any one of these head- 
ings there would be questions in regard to what facts a student 
should be able to recite, what technical terms he should be able to 
use, and what plants and animals he should be able to identify. Here 
I am concerned with the types of outcomes, not with the Setafl. This 
ona ae of ability seems important and I should like to draw on 

t. 


I referred to the outcome of farming; we would measure wheat in 
terms of bushels, cotton in terms of bales, citrous fruit in terms of 
boxes, berries in terms of crates, hay in terms of tons. In each 
case we use a measurement that is suitable. In measuring the out- 
comes of instruction, we must in each case employ the instrument that 
is suitable in view of the character of the ability with which we are 
concerned. It would be wrong to assume that the same kind of measure 
ment will work for all kinds of abilities, because this is not true. 
The purpose in each case, therefore, is to choose an instrument that 
will obtain for us satisfactory evidence of the ability or trait with 
which we are concerned. 


We have developed several types of instruments, commonly referre: 
to as tests, for measuring human traits and ability. The group with 
which we are most familiar is the objective test. There are several 
kinds of objective tests and we are to consider true-false, multiple 
choice, and matched questions. There is a great variety of objective 
tests, a common characteristic being that they can be marked accurate-. 
ly by definite rules which eliminate or reduce to a minimum the ne- 
cessity for making adjustments. 


The essay examination is an instrument we used before we knsw 
about objective tests. We used also what we call a performance test, 
where a person manipulates an instrument or apparatus in a manual way. 
Score cards and scales lead to ratings referred to as "teachers! 
estimates." What kinds of instruments are suited for each of the 
various types of outcome? Let us not attempt to run through the 
types of outcome with reference to this question. 


I shall comment upon a few general principles. There are some 
instruments that are suitable for measuring certain types of outcomes 
and other instruments for measuring others. Therefore if we are to 
undertake a program of evaluation as a program that will be inclusive 
in the measurement of the outcomes of instruction we will have to em- 
ploy the right kinds of instruments. Bear in mind the point some 
have made - that inderect measurement is possible and satisfactory. 
We employ indirect measurement in some cases. For example, we measur 
a column of liquid and call the result of the measurement in degrees 
of temperature. That works out very satisfactorily. We employ other 
methods of indirect measurement in other cases. But the proposal 
that has been made that we employ indirect measurement in the field 
of education is subjected to greater limitations than we first 
thought. We can't obtain indirectly a measure of a person's ability 
to think by measuring his store of information. Indirect measure, in 
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this case is distinctly unsatisfactory; hence, if you have among your 
list of objectives ability to recite facts and ability to think,you 
cannot measure both by the same instrument. 


The other point to be emphasized in this case is that the essay 
examination, in spite of what you have been told about it, and in 
spite of what investigators reveal, is now being recognized as a res- 
pectable measuring instrument. Some years ago it was not so consid- 
ered by most people. The impression went abroad that it was not res-- 
pectable, or was at least out of date if you employed an essay type 
examination. Now people are definitely saying that the essay examin- 
ation is a respectable instrument. It may be used; it is not dis- 
graceful if one does use it. It has certain limitations, but it is 
being said that so far we have not been able to find any instrument 
better suited to measure certain types of ability. It is true, for 
instance, that if you wish to measure the ability to explain or dis- 
cuss or express, it cannot be better done by any method. Do you 
know of any better method? I do not. The fact that the rating is 
marked on the examination paper is a minor consideration. 


With reference to these outcomes, the next step to consider is 
@ measuring instrument to obtain the best degree of ability. That 
is one reason that the word of evaluation has been introduced. It 
allows the use of any instrument that may prove helpful. After you 
have decided upon the instrument, or instruments, that seem to be 
reasonably satisfactory, you may give consideration to practical 
matters, such as administration. 


In closing, I would like to emphasize the mint that I have al- 
ready made, perhaps from another point of view, in regard to other 
types of tests. I have been considering it from the standpoint of 
getting an instrument that is suitable - or at least reasonably so - 
for what we wish to measure. In this case we do not wish to measure 
ability to recite facts directly; although sometimes we ask the 
student to do just that. Inthis case your students are going to dir- 
ect their efforts toward becoming able to answer the questions you 
ask them, in the classroom or ina test or an examination. You are 
only fooling yourself if you think the students are going to work 
toward any other objective. Your students will find their ideas in 
the requests you make when you give a test or an examination. AG ee 
were a student, I might do the same thing. Hence, if you give an 
information test when you wish to measure ability to think, you are 
influencing your students' objectives in one way and saying that you 
wish to infiuence them in another. I am not criticizing You are just 
not being consistent. On the other hand, if you train your students 
to think and then ask them factual questions when you come to measure 
the outcomes of your instruction, you are being inconsistent. 


Quite apart from the mere evaluation of the outcome of instruc- 
tion - as important as that may be - it is highly desirable that you 
synchronize your measure tests and examinations with what you desire 
as outcomes of instruction. Thore should be consistency between your 
tests and your objectives. That is, too often, where we are incon- 
sistent. However, I think it is much simpler in the abstract than in 
detailed application. 
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; I was talking to one teacher concerning this subject and he said. 
The amount of nature study in elementary science is about nine-tenth: 
of the original science." Personally I just wonder how exact is the 
distincticn between nature study and elementary science. Whenever we 
get into the secondary level, where we have this so-called course in 
Biology, I wonder if we study biology or nature study. They are so 
Closely related that it is only a matter of emphasis. I may be a 
radical, but I can't distinguish between a course in biology and one 
in nature study. In elementary schools, it isn't the same type of 
nature study. They go-out and study nature. 


e 
If elementary science is what it ought to be,it is nature study. 
Thus, nature study, in the sense in which I was trying to acknowledge 
it, is just a biological phase of elementary science. But elementary 
science and high school science should now be all one process of 
growth. 


It is important that we, in the secondary schools, should know 
the amount of training given in the orientation school. It seems to 
me that to do a good job of teaching, we should know more about what 
is taught in the elementary school. Sometimes I check with my stu- 

dents and see what they learned in the elementary course. Just a 
few remember what they have learned. All the big, scientific words 
have been forgotten. However, sometimes, they show a familiarity 
with certain trees or plants. 


In working out a new course of study I have tried to do some- 
thing along this line. A great many People agree with me. 


QUESTION: What is the objection to the words "nature study"? 


MISS BENNETT: It is not the words; it is the unfortunate use 
of them, They are interpreted by some people to refer to the growing 
body. This certain type of approach has caused nature study to fall 
into disfavor. 


Some schools use picture books in which a very elementary kind 
of learning is required. They color pictures and call it a nature 
study course. That is getting entirely away from the type of work 
we desire. i1t is nothing more than coloring a picture and putting 
ina word. What good is to be gained from that? There is none. 


I think if you take your own troubles in a high school biologi- 
cal course and multiply them several times, you have an idea of what 
the greatest teaching troubles are. I think a lot of teachers be- 
lieve they are teaching nature study when they teach from the labor- 
atories and do not teach in the natural surroundings. I believe that 
a lot can be taught the younger students by taking them out in the 
open, and helping them to get their nature information first-hand. 


MISS HELEN TROWBRIDGE: I, too, believe in teachers' taking 


their students out into natural surroundings, Personally, I have had 
some experience with a six-year old neighbor boy, and it jeads me to 


believe that any six-year-old is eager to learn. As he grows older 
his curiosity dies, and it is the teacher's job to arouse interest 
by taking the students out into natural surroundings. 


7 In our school we have taken a great deal of interest in the 
gafety driving courses. At first we taught it only to the juniors 
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and seniors because of the age requirements for driving a car. We 
wrote to Springfield and they sent us 4a lot of information and in- 
structions on the subject of safety driving. Later we started giving 
instruction about safety driving in the home room period. One woman 
who taught physics became interested in safety driving. Teaching | 
lasted a whole year and atthe end of the year the state officers came 
down to instruct driving tests. This year she is going to the state 
of Pennsylvania and continue her work on safety driving. At what age 
should it be taught? A freshman is a little young. Yet our freshmen 
drive cars as well as older students. Some schools teach it in the 
home room, and everybody is given instruction in safety driving. ~ 


MR. MONROE: I know some of you teaders are interested in these 
new types of examinations that are gaining favor over the old essay 
type. The one objection to the essay type has been that they do not 
call for thinking on the part of the students. On the other hand. 
the new examinations emphasize the importance of thinking. The 
stress is placed upon the means by which the answer is reached rather 
than the answer itself. The essay type of question is hard to grade, 
but we won't talk about that. I am sure the evidence of thinking is 
not in the conclusion so much as in the arguments leading up to the 
conclusion. 


MISS TROWBRIDGE: Classroom teachers should have thoughts be- 
cause thoughts show initiative. I believe that a teacher who is int- 
erested in being of actual value to his school and who is interested 
in furthering his own teaching career, should take an interest in 
summer schools and summer school conferences. There is a lot of 
Value to be gained from these activities. 


Hx 


2e9 Natural History Building 
July 13, 1938 
2:00 p.m. 


All publication rights reserved by the speakers 
Reported, mimeographed, and distributed by the 
LECTURE REPORTING SERVICE 
440 So. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois Harrison 2731 











‘ae Tear 1): ee ee i¢ 
re t » PS A ee 
; fi ns ¥ 


QL 








ow 80 6 gtvias OL ednontreris 
-it bas notsentotat to tof a an Gi 
Qu ivig betrate ew tetal . .antvicd- | 
namow en0 .bolieg moor emdd edt ak "hb yite' 
witdoseT .anivins yreotse nat feds iL Si, 
enleo aredhito state edd asey .ecit Is: ie est te fi 
ev atea edt od Satey et:ene teey Sid? ..ateet gotv 
age vate 24 .yoltvinb:-ytetea mo Mtow hent eusttdnos be 
aomfesr?, avo JeY pare elttil o ef anmdeort A on 
edt ot dt dosed eloodoe emme .etnebute tebfo es’ wae 4 
«gaivieh yelse of aoltouttent hiaribe. | et “bodyxeve beta 






























epeda mt beteotetat ete etébeot box to ottoe wort I HO: 
penne bio edt revo rove anintag ete tad? enoldenimexe naa 
ob yout tard need ead eqys yeeee ond oF noktootdo S19 ot 
pBecant xentto eiy a0 .etdnebute eft to gaeq edd no s £ 
eft .matintds to sonedaoqmt edd. eps gt edo Sentmaxe . ont 

takin fodoser et tevane ert dotdw yd ansear ent nog beoalgq af ane 28 
vebens ot bral ef solsaeup to sqyt ysese od? .teest tewens | 
i poiianidt to eomebtve efi save me I .tadd Juods afLat S'sow € 
“ent of qu Bishans etonemugie edt mi se dou of Hanan Saar it 


~ed edrigvodt evel biuode erertosed mooteaald +2001 T 28) of 
tte ef orlw cetloaes a tedd evetfed I .evidveltitat wore ess On a: 
betpototgt al’ orw bas Loorfoe alst-o3 eulev Lautos ort ened 
mk t@evetat us eas bluode ;teetgo BAERS nwo 
to Jol @ ef etgdT Spoterotidos: foodor” tetumre Bn 
eh as 8 Be ada sees mx Senta i 


Saat * + + 


gatbl tu ee eer 


. sXe) gh te 


Phe 

j Le hy . i 
bilge ta 

we & if Rese 
' . cw ja 

‘ hs 

Hea i 

; ae) afi 

Poor t]' N89 Te me ee a 


Lifes bids nee ag 


ptodlecde otis xd y-ciea’ ag i 
ci be hetudtatelS baa , 
 TOLV ARR * 


la Lane soeisaal bipistnrate 0g O18 


a eae fit: alt rte Ale 


CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 6 
COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS GROUP 


SUBJECTS: A. The Objectives of Recent Developments of 
Instruction in the Commercial Subjects. 
B. Evaluation of the Outcomes of Instruction 
of Instruction in the Commercial Subjects. 


APPRENTICESHIP IN TYPEWRITING AND SHORTHAND IN THE 
EAST MOLINE HIGH SCHOOL 


by 


C. J. Newman 


INTRODUCTION: 


Each year thousands of high school freshmen enroll in the commer- 
cial courses of our public schools intending to pursue religiously 
during their four years of elective work in high school, the course 
they have selected so they will prepare themselves to earn a living 
when they finish school. 


Each year thousands of high school students graduate from the 
customary two years of stenographic training qualified to serve in a 
stenographic capacity if they are able to secure the proper type of 
work for which they are prepared. 


For the most part they have mastered the fundamental mechanics 
of the subjects, but they lack the business experience necessary to 
secure a good position. They lack the names of business men who can 
conscientiously give the student letters of recommendation, thus en- 
abling him to have a better opportunity for employment. They lack 
the confidence in themselves which they must have when they make a 
personal interview with a strange employer for the first time. 


After reading many books and magazine articles on the subject of 
vocational guidance and attempting to interpret the principles em- 
bodied in those books in the industrial community of which I am a 
citizen, it seemed obvious that a course intended to provide easier 
transition for the stenographic graduate from the high school to the 
local industrial office should be introduced as a part of a guidance 
program. 


Because of this felt need this talk will be presented in two 
parts: (1) the development and putting into practice of the Coopera- 
tive Stenographic Training Plan as used by the United Township High 
School, East Moline, Illinois, and (2) a study of the results of the 
plan as disclosed by a survey taken after two years of use in the 
community of which the high school is a part. 


DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROBLEM: 


East Moline has frequently been spoken of, by those who knw it 
well, as a truly metropolitan community of 10,107 inhabitants. Its 
population earns its living from the manufacturing companies located 
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within the Quad-Cities - namely: East Moline, Moline, and Rock Island, 
Illinois; and Davenport, Iowa. A large percentage of the adult pop- 
ulation are either foreign-born or one generation removed from 
foreign-born parents. These citizens represent many countries and 
are a hard working and economical people. The vocational aim seems 
to rank high in their minds, as evidenced by the fact that less than 
four per cent of our high school graduates attend college. 


Since this community consists of four adjoining cities with a 
total population of 141,047, according to the census of 1930, and 
since the citizens of one of the cities frequently find work in one 
of the other cities, it seems desirable to include these four citiés 
in the employment picture for the stenographic graduate. By using 
the Occupational Statistics for Illinois and Iowa of the Fifteenth 
Census of 1930 as a basis for specific occupational statistics, it 
was found that there were 1890 male and female stenographers, typists, 
and secretaries employed at that time. 


In 1936 Melvin H. Hill made a commercial survey covering the 
same territory that this cooperative stenographic training plan in- 
cludes. By using figures found in his results the rate of stenograph- 
ic turnover was found to be 26.48 per cent. 


Using the 1890 stenographers and typists as shown by the Fifteen- 
th Census as a base, and dividing by the rate of turnover as pre- 
viously mentioned, there would be 469 vacancies each year. Mr. Hill's 
survey further disclosed that 48 per cent of the firms he contacted 
stated that they would accept high school graduates for stenographic 
positions. This would mean that the high school graduates of steno- 
graphy would be eligible for 48 per cent of the 469 vacancies a year 
or for 225 jobs. 


Furthermore, 65 per cent of the concerns stated that experience 
was required of their employees before they would be hired. This 
would mean that there are 79 positions available for high school grad- 
uates without experience and 146 positions available for high school 
graduates with experience, each year. Hence, it seems desirable to 
give students some type of experience before they complete high school 


Cooperative stenographic training seems to have developed in 
various parts of the United States since 1930. In magazines for com- 
mercial teachers have appeared several articles explaining the pro- 
cedures followed. An examination of these articles disclosed the 
fact that most students so engaged worked for teachers within the 
school system of which they were a part, thus narrowing their exper- 
idence to that of the school system itself and not permitting them to 
taste the actual business experiences for which they had been trained 
until after graduation from high school. Upon graduation the burden 
of making business contacts, securing experience and business refer- 
ences rested directly on the shoulders of the student herself. The 
work of the public school in preparing its students for the transi- 
tion from high school to citizenship in such cases has failed. 


The basis of this study originated in 1926 when cooperative 
training for stenographic students was suggested to school authori- 
ties, but the building of additional high school facilities temporar- 
ily postponed consideration of the plan. In the spring of 1934 the 
idea of the commercial department of the high school giving the 
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offices of the industrial community, of which itt was a part, steno- 
graphic employees trained as they should be to take their place as 
members of the commnity upon their graduation, received consiaeration, 
and adoption of the plan followed. After searching the files of bus- 
iness magazines and communicating with commercial educators through- 
out the United States, an outline was prepared for a cooperative 
course in stenographic training. 


The plan was put into use for the first time during the second 
semester of the school year of 1935-36 and involved twenty-two stu- 
dents. The unusual success which was obtained warranted making it 
part of the stenographic course, so it was again put into operation 
during the school year of 1936-37 with twenty-three students enrolled. 


The plan has received the whole-hearted cooperation of the sten- 
ographic students as evidenced by the fact that thirty-three students 
participated in the class of 1938 and forty students have enrolled 
for 1939. 


The business men, who were at first skeptical, are not whole- 
hearted converts as they desire to use students in their offices as 
stenographic employees. In several instances the high school was 
called and student apprentices were requested, but in many cases the 
requests came too late to be included in that year's plan. In such 
cases the names were carefully listed and included in the prospective 
list of cooperating employers for the following year. 


The purposes underlying the Cooperative Stenographic Training 
plan are five in number, namely: (1) to give the students practical 
experience; (2) to give the students a broader view of what the bus- 
iness man expects of an employee; (3) to help the students to secure 
positions after graduation; (1) to permit the students to use as 
references the names of business men for whom they have worked during 
the training period; (5) to enable the commercial department in its 
search for definite information to know what the business man wants 
and expects of his employees. 


An Employer record card was prepared for each employer so the 
commercial department would have a complete record of necessary in- 
formation regarding the cooperating employer, the educational require- 
ments of his office, and the number of students used each training 
period. 


Just as soon as enough positions were secured to assure the suc- 
cess of the plan, the newspapers were sent advance material of the 
complete details so the community could be informed on the procedure. 


The second semester of the senior year is devoted to this pro- 
gress of training, and a permanent record card is filled out by each 
student. This form is mimeographed on a 5 x 8 card and the informa- 
tion of a general nature is filled in by the student early in the 
third quarter of her senior year. The balance of the card is filled 
in by the teacher from her personal information and from the school 
records. 


The first ten weeks was devoted to intensive office training in- 
struction in the classroom, using the text as a foundation and taking 
up any additional material of value, including talks by members of 
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the faculty on dress, manners, personal hygiene, personality, and 
courtesy. This included a study of the weekly and summary reports of 
students who have already done office training in previous years. 
These are the daily and summary reports which are typewritten at the 
pene0r the office training period and filed in the commercial depart- 
men s 

The students were coached as to what to say when reporting for 
duty the first morning of the apprenticeship period. Personal let- 
ters were written each period of each year to each cooperating employ- 
er giving the student's name, the dates over which the period cover, 
and the time she was to start and quit daily. In cases where students 
were employed in Moline and where bus was used for transportation, it 
was understood that the cooperating employer would give her bus fare 
to and from work each day, and a postscript was added to this effect 
On all letters going to Moline. 


The second nine weeks is divided into three periods, the first 
two of which are four weeks in length and the last one of one week. 
The two periods of four weeks in length are the cooperative training 
periods. The students who are participating, work in the offices to 
which they are assigned for at least two hours a day for four days a 
week, Monday being reserved for additional classroom instruction, 
which the students! daily reports show they need. 


During the period each office was visited at least two times by 
the stenographic teacher to check up on the way the student had adapt- 
ed herself to the office routine. The first visit was during the 
second week of employment. A list of pertinent questions was prepared 
by the teacher in advance to ask the employers. In order that a 
complete record of the employer's reaction to his student-employee 
was available, the employer's answer was taken in shorthand and 
transcribed on a permanent record sheet. 


Toward the end of the first four week period, the newspapers 
were again enlisted by giving them the names of the business men who 
cooperated the first period and the names of the students who worked 
for them. A few days later the assignment of the students to their 
new places took place, and a copy was given to the newspapers. The 
students were assigned to another employer and another type of bus- 
iness. In this way they received information about the office pro- 
cedure in two different types of offices and had the opportunity of 
using the names of two individuals as references upon graduation. 


Just before the end of the first four Week period, the students 
were coached as to what to say at the end of their working period, 
so they might leave as favorable an impression as possible in the 
minds of their employers, as courtesy might pave the way for possible 
employment, or a favorable recommendation later. For that particular 
period, the employer filled outa confidential report for each office 
training student in his office which he sent to the school for filing. 
Watching carefully the improvement, if any, in the reports turned in 
on each student, the stenographic teacher followed the same procedure 
the second period as she used the first. 


The last week of the school year is used to discuss problems and 
experiences which are encountered onthe job and for personal confer- 
ences between individual students and teachers for the purpose of 
suggestions to the improvement of work. 
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During the month of November each year a personal checkup is 
made through the mail on each student who has graduated from the 
cooperative stenographic training plan, in order to find out whether 
or not she is working at the present time and approximately the 
length of time she has worked since graduation. 


After two years! trial of the cooperative stenographic training 
plan in the United Township High School, East Moline, Illinois, it 
seems desirable to measure the effectiveness of the plan, first, from 
the standpoint of the placement of stenographic graduates; and second, 
from the standpoint of the effectiveness of the plan as a value to y 
cooperating employers. 


During the operation of the plan, records have been kept in the 
high school office and in the commercial department. These records 
contain a complete history of each student while she was enrolled in 
the United Township High School, and a more complete record of her 
individual part in the cooperative stenographic training plan. On 
her record is a print of her picture, the results of the training 
plan on the individual, and the ultimate result of employment as 
shown by the yearly followup. It was found that many of these stu- 
dents secured employment in the offices where they secured their 
cooperative training; others secured employment in offices other than 
those of the firms who had cooperated, but those members who did not 
employ students, willingly gave recommendations which resulted in 
their employment. 


Detailed information is available regarding: 


1. Personal information regarding students involved. 

2. Classification of cooperating business according to type of busi- 
ness. 

é Rating of students! traits by teacher and employers. 

. Rating of students' traits by her two employers. 

5. Hours per day of training employment. 

6. Types of duties performed during training period. 

7. Machines used by students during the training period. 

8. Machines available but not used during training period. 

9. Employment results since graduation. 

10.Time between graduation and the first commercial job. 


Should anyone be interested in discussion of any of these points, 
it can be accomplished during the round table discussion. 


PERSONAL TRAITS OF STUDENTS 


"Employers are becoming more and more interested in personal 
traits. Although such qualities cannot be evaluated scientifically, 
there can be a notation made as to their presence or absence. 


Jessa, 0. Marie, "A Suggested Plan for Placement and Follow-up of High 
School Commercial Students" Master of Arts Thesis, State University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa; August, 1934, p. 63. 


Since formal courses are not offered in high school for these 
particular weaknesses, they should be stressed very strongly in 
taking the points up in an office training course. 
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Findings reveal the fact that the students who were members of 
the first two classes were, for the most part, strong in each of the 
most desirable traits. The ones which show the greatest weaknesses 
are, in the order listed (1) accuracy, (2) timidity, (3) carefulness 
in checking work done, (4) inability to "catch on" quickly, and (5) 
efficiency. The weakness of timidity probably was due to the employ- 
er not reading the report properly, for many Negative answers were 
listed in the case of students when I personally knew the employer 
was well pleased with the student in every respect. The final gen- 
eral rating which the business men gave to their student-employees 
shows that the men who have cooperated have very carefully rated y 
these students. 


The statements of business men show a wide variety in opinion 
as to what the schools should teach; but there are a great many busi- 
ness men who have overlapping opinions. Thus we should build commer- 
¢ial courses around the outstanding methods expressed by these over- 
lapping opinions. We should train students in business where there 
is a need for their services rather than training them for positions 
in which statistics show a surplus. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


I took questionnaires to the 32 firms who have cooperated in the 
stenographic training plan during the past two years. Each of them 
filled out a copy, thus making a 100 per cent return. The results 
revealed the fact that the business men who had cooperated in the 
training plan took an active interest in the students and either 
hired them upon their graduation or gave them recommendations which 
helped them to secure employment. It further showed that some in- 
struction in the use of adding machines and calculating machines 
would be beneficial to both the students and to the prospective em- 
ployers of students. 


An additional question esked at the time the survey was made but 
which was not a part of the questimnaire, showed that 87.5 per cent 
of the employers who were cooperating with us stated that the work of 
the cooperative training students made it worth while to have the 
students in their office during the training period. 


Prominent commercial educators are divided into two fields of 
thought: (1) those who regard commercial education as chiefly a prep- 
aration for citizenship and who recommend that such courses should be 
used only for exploratory or guidance purposes. The second group be- 
lieves in the training of selected groups of students for vocational 
purposes. The products of such classes should certainly be restricted 
and should follow the economic laws of supply and demand. Certainly 
there are a few students who are taking stenographic work who, with 
their traits and aptitudes would do better in other lines of endeavor. 
In these cases it would be well to try and divert the students into 
other channels of employment for which they seem better fitted. 


As one guidance director has stated, "Many unemployed people are 
like the jumbled pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. If properly place 
either through their own efforts or by the help of others, in work 
which they are fitted by training and experience to do, they would 
make a picture of happy, useful citizens." Surely the task of trying 
to work this jigsaw puzzle of modern society is a very worthy occupa- 
tion. 
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QUESTION: Does it require all of one teacher's time? Does it 
require an extra teacher? 


MR. NEWMAN: The way we used is this: as head of the correspond- 
ence department, I supervise the putting into effect and the advanced 
stenography teacher who had the students in her classes would go out 
into the field and do field work and checking. It so happens that 
this person who had the advanced shorthand and typing classes that 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the teacher could check 
up on them on these days. 


QUESTION: Did you ever have any adverse criticisms from bus- _/ 
inessmen? | 


MR. NEWMAN: No, I didn't. 87.5% of the businessmen acknowledged 
that the students who came into their offices were worthwhile to them 
in their offices. 


QUESTION: How long do the people work in offices? 


MR. NEWMAN: They go out depending on the class period in which 
they are scheduled. For example, if the shorthand and typing periods 
fall in the morning special effort is made to keep that other period - 
by the way our periods fall in such a way that a student is free 
either for the entire morning or the entire afternoon, and in that 
case we have the hours that the business starts in the morning and 
the hours it quits. Their schedule is arranged by the time the 
business runs in that day. At least four hours a day is spent - never 
over four hours. 


QUESTION: Does it cause any trouble with the other teachers? 


MR. NEWMAN: No, because their program has been arranged so that 
it causes no trouble of any kind. 


3) 


QUESTION: Were you able to get jobs for all stenography students‘ 


MR. NEWMAN: In the class of 1936, 22 students enrolled and we 
placed 21. In 1937, 23 students enrolled and we placed 22. In pub- 
lic school work it is necessary to take students if they insist on 
coming into the class even though we feel that they do not have the 
ability. In such cases, we may find that we probably have a person- 
ality which might not lend itself toward placement easily. I am not 
talking of alibis at all. With this present year, I do not know what 
the results will be, because the survey will be made this November. 

I feel that my survey was made during the two best years that it pos- 
sibly could have made - during 1936 and 1937. I do not feel that 
the result will be so satisfactory this coming November. 


QUESTION: How do you tell which students will take the training? 


MR. NEWMAN: The ones which the principal sends into the depart- 
ment are the ones we take. We have no chacve in the matter. 


QUESTION: What is your turnover on these students? 


MR. NEWMAN: The 26% is a government figure and I did not figure 
the turnover. I can say this: that in many cases the students went 
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into a position which was not stenography in the beginning. However, 
where it was possible, they went into stenography work. Through the 
training which they were given, they were able to approach an employ- 
er and get some kind of job almost immediately. The turnover is 
chiefly in changing from a non-stenography job to a stenography job. 
In cases of lay-off the turnover decreases. 


QUESTION: Which pupils are eligible for this type of training? 


MR. NEWMAN: Any person who is in second semester in commercial 
work can go out in this plan. That has been the case with all stu- 
dents. At least one C is required for the minimum grade and unless” 
they make a C they do not go out. I think it should be higher, how- 
ever. Rating is very difficult. I do not think that we can justly 
rate students. I am thinking of one instance in which if we were to 
have had to recommend her, I wouldn't have done it, but the next 
year she was assistant to the head of a large factory. It was her 
personality that made her successful. 


QUESTION: Is it a regular four year high school and how many 
students are there? 


MR. NEWMAN: It is a regular four year high school with 851 
students enrolled. 


QUESTION: Don't they get regular credits in your high school? 


MR. NEWMAN: They get stenography credit and two other subjects. 
They get a full credit for shorthand and a full credit for typing. 


QUESTION: How many periods do you have in a day? 


MR. NEWMAN: At least two hours a day must be worked and five 
days a week. 


QUESTION: Is the plan practical in the small town where you 
would not have the opportunities for placement as in the larger town? 


MR. NEWMAN: I am wondering as to whether there is a justifica- 
tion for turning out stenographic workers wholesale. We canpace 
what we have. Under no consideration do we attempt to put a student 
in where it will put a permanently employed student out of work. But 
work in the commercial field is growing and we or you cannot hope to 
place everyone. 


AN EVALUATION OF THE RETAIL SELLING COURSE AS 
CONDUCTED BY THE CHAMPAIGN HIGH SCHOOL 


by 
Howard Stewart 


The topic assigned me, as indicated on the program, is, "An 
Evaluation of the Retail Selling Course as Conducted by the Champaign 
Senior High School." However, before I attempt to give a definite 
evaluation, I feel I should tell something of the course in Retail 
Selling as it is offered in the Champaign Senior High School. 


. » 2 oe = Pos Was 
a : u arty" ; ; ae } 

. a 4 fal 

8 ; ut & ih ‘3 : 


,TSvewoH .aataniged eds at ydq ye gon ssw dobetw polstved. BI 
edt duvondT .daow yrigetgonote o ak jnew yodt .eldleeog sew ot iw 
~yofame as Hdosonqqs o3 olds erew yes ,mevig erew yeds doldw ania. “4 
et tovorurt ef? .le¢sibemmt teomfs dof to Bahl smoe tex Fo pets 
dot. bate 8 oF dot Yrigetgoned enor & mT? 9 nt ¥f etdo. 
. 2eRseTOGH ‘revoraud edt tio-yal to seeso at 


fgatinterd Yo eqys ait 1ot eldtatie ors efiqugq dotdw cues “an 




















‘{atoremmo at tedeme baooes at et odw-aoevred yeh Bindi. . 

wude Ifs dttw exso eft need sad taiT .asiq elds ary rages a ey 
eeeflauy bos ebay sumigtm edd tot bettuper at 0 ano tesef JA ee 
~word ,tergid.ed Sfuorie gf untds I duo og ton ob yods 9 & susm Ys 
yfseu;, nso ow vats Matdtd Jon ob I .tivoltith yrev et patish + f0¥ 
od stow ow Tk dotdw of eonsteant emo to giidatds me I. etaebuse | 
gxea odd gud ,¢f enob svad g'abilyow I ,tenk Snemmooer oF basi ¢ 
ter saw 31 yoda exist s to beed oft of dastetees saw ede 
—fyteseoors son sham Jacdt yt 


_Ynem word bas Loorloe mips taey tHOT nae ie 8 be sl :KOITeaUp a 
Souerls e1a eds —< te 

rae djiw,foodoe dgit asey wot age s et $l :MAMWaM AM 

| + belfome adn 


‘Loose dain woy at edtboto teluger seg rors +' nod morTesup 


-edootdue tendo ow baa sibero yiqergonete tes yodt : LAMWHM ra 
-patqys ro? ‘tkbero Ifst s bana baadsode 107 athens fiut s jeg 


yao: i ak ever Oy of abotteq ytiest wol MOTTE 


_ owt? Bris bexstow od deum ysb s easvod. ows tesol 3A :HAMWEM aM * ; 
) i -woow : r 


voy eterdw anwod LLome eft nt Lsottonag ike odd aI :MOTPreaue 
Tawot onmtef{ edt at es dnemessiq tot sols Lass toqgqo edt ovad tom bis 
~soltitenyt s ad etedd terndodw ot es gritrebaow me I :MAMWEM .AM i 
 -99s8f aso eW .ofsesefodw etodtow oldgatpomesa tuo + 07 ous 
imebute a tua o¢ tqmetia ow ob noltisvebtenoo on webs oven ow ts. 
ju@ .aAtow to suo gnehuete beyolqme yfLinonsmreg 8 toa ILtw Jt enedw a 
ot egod jones voy 40 ow Bas ynivorg ef bLolt feforemmoo ond at M0 OW 
-onoyteve oval 


vir 


+t 
rae 


Me a ak 
pees 

° oe 
oT 


A SAO OMTLIGE TIATHH BHT YO MOTTAUIAVE MA 
JOOHO@ HOIH MOIAIMAHS BHT Ya axpouaMod oe 


= 7 
tha 
bal 
a 


abe 


txrawos@ biswoH 


ov an 
-. 
% 
, 


mA” .et ,metnorq eft no betsotbnt es om beng tees otdos ofT aa 
agieqaa{ oft yd betoubaod es cemv00 gatifee {rajoh edt to mot sactey J 
ojiniteb s ovig o¢ tqmedtea I eroted ,tevewoH ".Loods® dg: ae 
{tejeh mt sewos edt to antdtomor {Les bLuogle. a ZI, 

, Loore® rig ih ‘Toles agteqmed® ects at hetetio et tf as yn. 

Ais ee |r mT? ee Uk ay, 


ae 


CII - Lecture 6 9- 


For some time, prior to the installation of this course, the 
Champaign Senior High School had felt the need of better caring for 
its students that had no aspirations for higher education, or no 
means of acquiring such. 


I say better caring for these people for the reason that, while 
the typewriting, stenographic, and bookkeeping departments had proven 
themselves quite successful, there were a number of students whose 
interests lay in other fields. 


This school, while resting under the shadow of the University, 
consequently has a somewhat smaller percentage of non-college stu- 
dents than & out-lying schools; it, nevertheless, has many graduates 
either unable to or not desirous of attending the University who, 
heretofore, have had no opportunity to secure training in the commer- 
cial field that fulfilled their needs. 


During the. school year of 1935-36 investigation and planning 
was carried on, resulting in the accumulation of a great number of 
commercial curricula from leading schools over the country. A spec- 
ial attempt has been made to locate those schools offering similar 
courses. This number was extraordinarily small, and the few curricula 
received, offered very little help. Contacts were made with the bus- 
iness men of the community, and it was here that help, to a greater 
degree, was received. Local problems were studied, and the object- 
ives were determined for such a curriculun. 


To overcome the faults of arbitrary setting up a retailing 
curriculum it was first necessary to know the type of student that 
would benefit by such training. It was learned that such a curricul- 
um should meet the needs of two groups of students: 


1. The first group is composed of persons who, because of fin- 
ancial conditions, or for any other reason, would be unable to attend 
an institution of higher learning, and for this reason desire 4 voca- 
tional training in commercial subjects. 


2. The second group is composed of persons who plan to enter 
the retailing field for their life work; who are hoping to obtain in 
high school a systematic training in both the science and art of sel- 
ling and at the same time planning to continue their education in 
some college or university. 


To best meet the needs of the above mentioned groups of students, 
the following objectives were accepted as being the most adequate for 
this community: 


1. To develop social intelligence through classroom theory and 
practical experience, as found in part-time work, 


2. To develop an understanding of the basic principles and prac- 
tices in the business of retailing, 


3. To build a foundation for further study of commerce in gener- 
al, and retailing in particular, 


4, To teach a general, yet, practical, view of retail store 
organization and management, 
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5. To enable graduates of the retailing course to adapt them- 
selves to related fields of employment, 


6. To help students to consider intelligently the opportunities 
for life employment as found in the business world, and 


7. To train pupils so they will fit into retail work in this city. 


Following the setting up of these aims and objectives for a 
course in Khetail Selling, the subjects offered at that time were thor- 
oughly studied to learn those that would meet the new objectives. 

The investigation resulted in the dropping of the general subject of 
Salesmanship and the revision of another subject or two, insofar as 
name and content. 


The outcome of this preliminary work was a plan whereby all stu- 
dents desiring work in the commercial field were expected to follow 
definite curriculum requirements for the Freshman and Sophomore years, 
allowing the opportunity to choose either the Secretarial or the 
Merchandising curricula at the beginning of the Junior year. 


Ags it is the hope of all omcerned that our students will not be 
content to remain sales clerks permanently, the merchandising curri- 
culum includes the commercial subjects of Store Organization, Market- 
ing, Advertising, and Retail Selling. 


Following the complete planning of the course with the aid and 
suggestions of the capable Superintendent, Mr. V. L. Nickell, the 
plan was accepted by the Board of Education. 


The next step, and an essential one, was the presentation of the 
plans to the Chamber of Commerce which enthusiastically and whole- 
heartedly endorsed the new curriculum. 


The plan followed for the past two years has been to keep the 
student in the class room for three periods daily through the months 
of September and October, and about ten days in November. During 
this time the students are given the first fundamentals that are essen- 
tial to the initial practical and actual experience in the stores. 

It is at the beginning of this period of instruction that each stu- 
dent in the class is required to have his parents sign and return a 
"non-College" card which indicats the parents knowledge that the sub- 
ject of Retail Selling, while carrying two full credits toward High 
School graduation, does not qualify as an entrance requirement in 

the University. Likewise, it is necessary during registration per- 
iods to be @rtain that all students enrolled be of at least 16 years 
of age, as it is compulsory that individuals be of this age before 
working in the retail institutions. 


As this period of instruction continues and certain phases of 
the subject are studied, such as manner of approach and steps in seli- 
ing process, sales talks are given in the classroom. The sales talks 
are not mere artificial maneuvers, but after the first few, become ag 
near actual sales as it is possible to make them. Actual merchandise 
is used, or in some cases, samples are used. As an illustration, one 
student brought from one of the local concerns, several miniature 
refrigerators. His sales presentation with these samples was as con- 
vincing as if they had been of usable size. Another student brought 
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a selection of shirts, ties, and socks, which he had had his Mother 
launder and press in a manner similar to those found in the local 
stores. His merchandise was attractively displayed on frames and 
Stands made of clothes hangers bent to suitable shapes and sizes. 
Another capable student, a girl, who was later placed in the knitting 
department of a downtown department store, brought to school several 
balls of yarn, knitting needles, a knitting bag or two and illustrat- 
ed booklets of styles and@signs. It may be well to mention here 
that the students are not permitted to attempt to sell automobiles 

or such articles that obviously take a more technical knowledge. 
Thus, by constant effort to avoid artificiality, much can be done to 
create almost actual situations. Students have remarked that they 
were solid by such presentations, and in some cases have asked where “% 
the merchandise could be purchased for their own use. One means of 
creating motivation is to secure class interest in displays that are 
placed in a display case located in the library and operated by the 
librarian, but available to all teachers in the school. It is here 
that the students have an added opportunity to express theiy ideas, 
and to present them to others in an attractive manner. The library 
proves itself a still more satisfactory department in that source 
and reference materials are available to the students of Retail Sell- 
ing. New sources of information are constantly being added to pro- 
vide further study in the many phases of the work. Debatable ques- 
tions arise and the library provided the class with added means of 
seeking the best solution - at least in the light of our local needs. 
Trade Journals, such as “Women's Wear,” and materials of the National 
Retail Dry Goods Association, are available in the various stores 

for class room work. Visual aids are utilized insofar as possible. 
At least one local store has a projector and film, with sound, for use 
in an attempt to train their regular employees. This equipment is 
always available for school use. Occasionally other film and slides 
come to attention that are applicable for class use. Late in the 
year, the students are requested to write a sales manual for some 
article or line of merchandise with which they have been working, or 
on some article or line in which they soon expect to work. A sales 
manual is a book explaining an article, its history, development, 
uses, and sales points, in such a manner that an experienced sales 
person can very rapidly and accurately learn of the new article. 

Our students learn much through the compilation of such manuals - 

and quite often the instructor learns much about the articles stud- 
ied. One student in particular turned in a sales manual on shoes 
that would equal many Master's Degree thesis in its make-up, its 
content, organization, and general quality. There can be no ques- 
tion but what this student is today a better shoe salesman for having 
prepared this manual. 


As has been previously implied, the course is aoperative, in 
that students are in the class room and in the local retail stores 
for alternate periods of time. By having the class meet for three 
periods during the afternoon, they can be excused from this class to 
be in the stores for three hours daily without pay, as they are to 
receive two full credits for the one year of satisfactory work, with- 
out interrupting the remainder of their school schedule. A wage is 
paid the pupil for any extra hours of an afternoon or all day Satur- 
day. <A procedure of this type helps guarantee that the student will 
not be exploited for the benefit of the local store, As has been 
indicated, students are placed in the stores for the first time in 
early November. However, their placement depends upon certain 
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factors, among which is the procedure of checking, in evry possible 
manner, upon the honesty and integrity of the student and his family. 
Various methods are used, but the Credit Bureau is one of the most 
satisfactory yet found. Information is, of course, entirely confid- 
ential, but up to this time, has proven to be a very good index re- 
garding the student. 


It is the duty of the instructor to place a student in the store 
and in the department in which he is primarily interested, if his 
choice is one that is at alladaptable to his best abilities and as 
long as his choice is not one that will defeat his chances for suc- 
cess. Needless to say, the final choice of placing rests with each 
particular store owner or manager. The choices of the students are ~” 
interesting to observe. The diversity of articles with which the 
students desire to deal is one that will cause any instructor to be 
extraordinarily alert in order to be able to answer all the many and 
varied questions. The types of stores vary from the large department 
stores and Men's clothing stores, on tothe smaller "ready to wear 
stores,” to meat markets, to chain stores, and in some instances to 
drug stores. There are certain departments into which an instructor 
should not sacrifice the student and his ability because of the many 
obstacles and difficulties he will encounter. Among these, for exam- 
ple, are primarily, Ladies' expensive dresses, men's suits, and cer- 
tain cosmetic departments where blending of powders and selection of 
just the proper cream should necessitate a much longer period of 
training than a high school can offer. 


A further aid in helping to allocate students to various posi- 
tions lies in the size and stature of the student. A fairly tall 
girl will usually do better in the "Budget" dress shops of department 
stores than would a shorter individual. The shorter and smaller 
salesperson is better in the narrow spaces behind counters and around 
the more or less crowded aisle tables. One department store two years 
ago desimd girls of large physical size. In May of this year the same 
store stated they were changing their policy and wished to have small 
and short girls in most of their departments. Certain stores have ex- 
pressed their wish for a particular type of individual to fill a def- 
inite position, and with the desire of training the student for per- 
manent work in that position. An example of this is found in the 
instance of a certain millinery shop which had a vacancy for a young 
lady who was desirous of learning the business. At the present time 
as instructor, I have a standing call for a young man who shows some 
ability and a great desire to become a tailor. Such a position is 
not definitely in the field of selling, yet it very positively in- 
volves a great number of the principles taught in the subject. The 
first time the students are placed in the stores, many are required to 
fill application blanks, as would any other applicant. ° 


A further requirement placed upon the student is that of secur- 
ing a Social Security card before working extra hours for a salary. 
On the occasion of their first entry behind the counters, the class 
is left down town for only a week or ten days. They are then brought 
back to class and their various situations and problems are discussed. 
By such discussion many otherwise unforeseen circumstances can be 
‘corrected or avoided. One or two weeks later the class is again given 
the opportunity of receiving practical experience for several weeks, 
or in other words until the Christmas rush is over. Many of the 
class, after having proved their ability before Christmas are offered 
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full time positions for the school vacation period between the holi- 
days, and which is always a dull period except for the exchanges of 
Christmas Merchandise. The primary reasons for our students being 
given such opportunities are that they have shown enthusiasm, eager- 
ness, and above all, an effort to please. 


Following Christmas and the New Year, the students return to the 
classroom for two purposes; namely, to review their experiences, and 
to pursue further study in the various phases of the work. Other 
periods of store practice occur from about the first of February to 
approximately the first of March, for the period of two weeks immed- 
iately preceding Easter Sunday and again for extended periods in May ., 


It should be stated here that while the apprentice salespeople 
primarily report to the stores in the afternoon the hour of their be- 
ginning must be adapted to both their high school schedule and the 
needs of the merchant for whom and under whom they are working. To 
meet these needs some of the class report at 12:30 and others at 1:00 
or 1:15. In at least one case the individual has worked during the 
evenings from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Such a situation must be satisfac- 
tory with the instructor and be accompanied by the written consent of 
the parents. Another instance of the need of parental consent was 
found in the cases of two boys who expressed the avid desire of being 
placed in meat markets in order that they would have an opportunity 
of learning the trade. One outstanding and surprising fact has made 
itself evident in that the large number of our students have sold 
more in their alloted time of three or four lpurs daily than have the 
older and regularly employed salesclerks. Still more astounding is 
the knowledge that on certain occasions students have sold more mer- 
chandise in the hours of their afternoon service than the full time 
salespeople do in their full day of work. The various reports of 
such information confirmed the contention that high school students 
can be trained to work energetically, and to avoid the faults of too 
much conversation between clerks, lack cf interest in each customer, 
and the lack of knowledge of and location of all the different mer- 
Chandise on hand. Two such incidents occurred when one young lady 
sold a $12.50 doll to a lady at the time of her first period of ac- 
tual selling. The second case occurred when another young girl in 
her first day of actual selling sold a $15.00 electric razor to a 
lady that was looking for a suitable gift for a young man. Needless 
to gay, the employers valued quite highly the young novices who pro- 
duced the requisite sales ability necessary to create a need, and 
then show how an article would fit the need. 


Records are, of coursg necessary, and it is of this phase that I 
wish to speak now. In addition to the customary school records, an 
instructor should keep information regarding the time each student 
spends in his department in selling and non-selling duties, the num- 
ber of sales made and the dollar amount sold, from which can be deter- 
mined his average sale. The average sale should increase as the year 
progresses and as he improves his sales technique. The Champaign 
Senior High School provides for its students a 3 x 5 black ink minm- 
eographed card on which is space for the student's name, store, dep- 
artment, daily hours in the selling and the non-selling departments, 
number of daily transactions, total daily sales, and the average daily 
sale. In contrast, a red ink mimeographed card is used to record 
similar information for each day the student works for a salary. In- 
formation from these cards is then posted to a more permanent record 
book which summarizes the figures for each student and for the entire 
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group. An added report is that furnished the stores. The store re- 
port involves ten main items on which they, the stores, grade and 
rate the students. The summarization of all the mentioned reports 
enables one to form a very definite opinion as to the sales ability 
of each individual. 


Constant supervision is necessary in order that mistakes, mis- 
placements and other problems will be either avoided or uncovered at 
the earliest possible moment. Supervisory activities must be carried 
on in the afternoons during the time the students are working, in ad- 
dition to conferences with the employers after school hours, and after 
the students have left the stores. 


Among the problems that are met in the teaching of a course in 
Retail Selling are the factors of sales quotas, and the very rare 
jealousy of regularly employed sales people. By sales quota is meant 
the amount a salesperson must sell each day in order to earn his 
weekly salary. It is obvious that with @ch newcomer in a department 
the daily sales of each clerk will drop to some extent. This can, in 
some instances, cause a jealousy that detracts from the peasantness 
of the entire situation. Needless to say the merchants and managers 
will not knowingly allow such incidents to occur. It must be stated 
that but one such incident has arisen. The salespeople, in fact, 
by a very great majority have accepted the sales training program as 
a very desirable and advantageous curricula, and it is not at all 
unusual to have them say, "I wish I had been able to take such a 
course when I was in school." 


In summarizing, particular stress must be placed on the full and 
compete cooperation given by the business men of this community. At 
no time has it been found that any employer has ever exploited the 
student. In reality the majority have reimbursed our students when- 
ever the store felt they really needed the services of the individual. 
To express their interest and willingness to help in the conduct of 
such a course, certain merchants have written entirely voluntary let- 
ters to the instructor. They likewise state that certain students 
placed under their guidance have proven very successful and will be 
retained permanently. Letters of this nature naturally mean much to 
one attempting to satisfactorily carry on the work of the course. 

One means of indicating the success of the subject is that of stating 
the increase in enrollment figures. The first year the course was 
offered, seventeen persons felt the need of such work. This number 
was increased to twenty-four during the second year. At the end of 
this past school year, thirty-two members of the Senior class and 
there is the possibility that by now, more have expressed a definite 
desire for this subject and its concurrent subjects of Store Organi- 
zation and Management and Advertising. From these figures, it is 
readily seen that in two years the enrollment has increased approxim- 
ately 100%. 


Before closing I wish to mention just a few of the situations 
in which students have been faced One local department store is in 
itself employing five of our former students, in such departments as 
yard goods, ladies' and men's shoes, gloves, and ladies' inexpensive 
dresses. A young man formerly employed by a local meat market of 
high quality, has resigned to enter business for himself. Another 
store employs our former students in positions just slightlyat of 
the selling field. In the past two years other of our girls have 
married and given up their positions. 
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In my opinion, as instructor of the subject, our course in re- 
tail selling is helping to meet the definite need of training our 
non-college students to earn their way. Statistics have proved that 
& great percentage of the crimes of our country are committed by per- 
sons from sixteen to twenty-five years of age. If a sufficiently 
large number of schools could and would provide added means of train- 
ing students, it is possible that this per cent might be lessened, as 
it is readily admitted that it is idleness that leads to mischief. 


Further, it is true that you as a customer, are benefited by 
properly trained salespeople - salespeople that are truly anxious to 
serve you, yet not attempting to create the impression that you must 
buy, regardless of your likes and dislikes. We all have in mind 
particular salespeople that we like to have wait on us. The traits 
these people possess can be inculcated, or at least developed, in 
our high school students, who in turn become the salespeople that are 
interesting, properly attendant to your wishes, polite, courteous, 
and desirous of correctly serving you. 


It is with these ideas in mind that Iurge you to go back to your 
schools and attempt, in the same manner that has been my privilege, 
to institute programs in your schools that will stimulate, drive and 
energize your students to pursue interesting work that will give them 
an income, and at the same time give them, as I like to call it, a 
very practical culture. I thank you. 


QUESTION: Why your emphasis that this is for non-college 
students? 


MR. STEWART: We have our students divided into two groups as 
mentioned before. It is not accepted at the present time unless 
changed this summer for entrance requirements in the University. I 
can't say this naturally if the student has a number of credits. 


QUESTION: This credit would not be a drawback against his enter- 
ing the college if he had his other credits? 


MR. STEWART: Absolutely not. He would be allowed to enter the 
college. 


QUESTION: Just what training did you find that the teachers 
should have? 


MR. STEWART: As to training the teacher should, of course, have 
the required four year college training. I would say she should be 
trained at a teachers! college or an institution that gives a more 
specific high school training than do many colleges. Then, I think 
that some additional experience is necessary in the stores. I would 
not say as much experience is needed as would some other individuals. 
I think that a great many of the problems and an understanding of 
these problems could be gained in a year or two and not to the extent 
that some people insist as being required. Then, I think that it is 
important as anything else to talk over the problems of local indus- 
tries with those individuals. I think in that way one can gain a 
more definite idea of what must be met with these problems. 


QUESTION: In taking up your course, have you considered the 
job turnover? 
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MR. STEWART: We find that we are not in a position to get that 
help because the job turnover requires that it be paid work and our 
people are carrying our course and three other subjects and they are 
not paid time students. 


QUESTION: How recently have you investigated the feeling of 
this job turnover? 


MR. STEWART: During the past year, we have investigated it. 


QUESTION: I understand the stores are being considered and 
that there is a possibilty of a better turnover now? 


MR. STEWART: There are certain requirements and these require- 
ments say that one must have five years of selling experience. 


QUESTION: Would it be possible to have three years part time 
selling and still qualify? 


MR. STEWART: It is my understanding that it would not qualify. 


QUESTION: In the course of your talk you mentioned some things 
which I would like to have clarified. Students are given remunera- 
tion for their services in order that the businessmen would not use 
them too much and yet at the same time don't you find that students 
who are unable to get such remuneration are jealous of the others? 


MR. STEWART: I have been very pleasantly surprised by the fact 
that no grudge is held by the students against each other when they 
are called for remunerative work. I really find more of that thing 
when two individuals are employed in different stores and receive 
different wages. 


QUESTION: You say that you allow two units of credit for sales- 
manship? Do they take salesmanship for the entire year? 


MR. STEWART: That is a full year course of three hours a day 
in the class room or even four hours in the store five days a week. 
Three subjects are taken besides that. 


QUESTION: The graduate would have the usual units of work? 


MR. STEWART: Yes, he would have. Our people, however, are 
required to take with retail selling the course in store organization 
and the course in advertising, each of which are single semester sub- 
jects, so that takes up one class period leaving two other subjects 
as required. 


QUESTION: I would like to ask this question: by any means of 
which a class could be reduced I would like to know it. It is im- 
possible for us to place the number of students that we are going to 
have for the coming year. The first year we placed everyone, last 
year we placed each individual. I can't handle the increase this 
year. If anyone has heard of tests for sales ability, I would like 
to have them. I know of some of them, but I have been unable to 
locate the publisher or the author. I am still hunting for them. 


MR. STEWART: How would your principal feel toward your trying 
to limit them in view of the fact that you are in a public school? 
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We held down the course by definitely limiting the course to 
the class in Advertising, etc. I will be backed up by the school if 
I ever get such tests. 


QUESTION: Have any attempts been made to guide students into 
other classes? 


COMMENT: Yes, but they have not been very successful. 


QUESTION: Do you have any difficulty in breaking down what is 
called the common prejudice against stenography work? 


MR. STEWART: There has been no discrimination by the one 
against the other. If there is any discrimination 1 am not aware 
of the fact. 


QUESTION: Don't you think that stenography work appeals to a 
different type of person than retail selling does? 


MR. STEWART: Yes, it does; we rarely find any repetition in 
the two fields - that is, one student taking both courses. 


QUESTION: Has there been any endeavor to present retail selling 
the way the Champaign High School is presenting it or has retail sell- 
ing been presented in the usual method? 


ANSWER: I would not say that it is the usual method. I have 
no idea that any other school offers the same course that we do. 
Champaign is the only school that has the same course that’ shows the 
same sequence and the only one that offers store organization and 
management. 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 7 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS GROUP 


SUBJECT: The Objectives of Recent Developments 
of Instruction in the Physical 
Sciences end in Mathematics, 


THE OBJECTIVES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CLASSROOM 
INSTRUCTION IN THE FIELD OF MATHEMATICS 


by \ 
Joseph J. Urbancek 


Two generations ago few people had occasion to come into contact 
with Tree Surgeons - few people had need for them. When a job arose 
whereby such professional services were needed almost any local man 
was called, who hacked away at the limbs, or the tree, resulting fre- 
quently in irreparable damage to unusual and expensive trees. In 
course of time, due to the increased complexities of living, there 
arose a demand for trained men who could skillfully prune a tree 
without hacking it. The net result was an improvement in the quality 
of work brought about by specialization and the development of such a 
dignified title as Tree Surgeon. Men trained for the work actually 
make sick trees well and perform numerous duties that bring symmetry, 
beauty, and grace to one's home and community. 


Mathematics - the Tree of Knowledge - the roots, trunk, heart, 
and limbs of all scientific progress, has too often been hacked ins- 
tead of pruned to bring about its best development. Frequently there 
were those who felt (judging from their writings) that the tree would 
bear more fruit, or give more shade,if chopped out entirely. There 
were others who believed that the hacking and pruning should be so 
severe that only the roots showd remain; thus posterity would be de- 
nied the value and beauty of the foliage. In fact, one may pursue 
the literature and find varying degrees of pruning designed to im- 
prove the subject based upon the philosophical objectives of the var- 
ious writers. The range varies from extremly radical to extremely 
conservative. Sane pruning does not necessarily mean the eliminating 
of branches of the tree; it merely involves an improvement of the tree 
as a whole, for while a particularly small limb may be eliminated, 
another, or two or three others may grow in such a fashion as to more 
thoroughly develop the tree. When pruning is thoroughly understood, 
it is found that the same principles do not hold for all trees; that 
allowance must be made for the age of the tree as well as the type, 
its degree of health, locality, and other considerations. 


Two generations ago the manner of cultivating our tree, the Math- 
ematical Tree of Knowledge, was quite different. Only a small per- 
centage of grade school students went to high school. By means of 
natural selection, it has been argued in many theses, these students 
constituted mostly those with the higher intelligence quotients and 
those above the lower economic brackets. By the very nature of the 
historical development of the high school they were preparing for a 
goal beyond that in which they found themselves. They were preparing 
for college. Educators, through their various meetings, associations, 
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lectures, writings, and publications perfected such devices, plans, 
programs, and paraphernalia as fitted the needs, educational theories. 
and philosophies of the time. Thus developed compartmental mathema- 
tics in the high schools as the most effective device of accomplish- 
ing the goals set before the teachers. The goals mainly meant the 
meeting of requirements set down by the College Entrance Examination 
Board, the New York Regents, and other agencies that developed from 
time to time for the purpose of finding answers to their common prob. 
lems. While these school problems were many and varied and involved 
all school subjects, those who dealt with mathematics pushed compart- 
mentalism to the point where textbooks became mere drill books - i.e. 
catalogues of exercises of varying degree of design and difficulty. 
That is, perhaps, too harsh a criticism but it does describe a phase. ) 
While this was going on in the schools, the world was changing indus- 
trially, economically, and socially. 


Malthus, in his law of population, stated that population tends 
to outrun the food supply unless certain positive and preventative 
checks such as war, famine, disease, and celibacy operate to retard 
the growth. He did not, of course, foresee the power of human genius 
to discover and invent means of supporting an increasing population. 
Human beings tend not only to enhance their numbers, but also to de- 
velop an increasing quantity and variety of wants. Invention and 
discovery make possible satisfaction of these increasing desires. 
Human genius has had such a forceful effect upon our mode of living 
that no longer is the 34-hour week necessary. As evidence of the 
change, we need only be reminded that labor unions are no longer con- 
sidered outlaw organizations, and the Federal Government, due to the 
great need, has supported a working week of less than half the num- 
ber of hours that were considered essential and vital in the past. 


Since the beginning of the century we have benefited from an 
exceedingly large number of inventions, improvements, and discoveries, 
in practically every phase of human endeavor. Mention of but a few 
should lead anyone to think of many others. The perfection and de- 
velopment of electricity alone has lead to thousands of devices for 
human comfort and aid ranging through all phases of social living. 
Wireless telegraphy, and then radio has brought comfort and pleasure 
to untold millions. News events that are reported an hour after hap- 
pening are stale and, in terms of two generations ago, are considered 
as last year's news. Automobiles and other self-propelled vehicles 
have revolutionized social living to such a degree as to be immeasur- 
able - mathematically we may assume it to be incommensurate in social 
change and well being. The movie "stills" and finally the movie 
"Speak easilies" or more correctly, "Talkies," have had their part 
in supplying "extra curricular" education. As a result of the numer- 
ous changes that were taking place so rapidly, methods of manufacture 
were forced to keep pace. 


One need not argue that the most elementary needs of human being: 
are food, dothing, and shelter. Until these are satisfied, no higher 
needs can develop. As men and women become more intelligent and more 
refined, they grow discontented with primitive types of food, shelter, 
and methods. Step by step as the human race has advanced in civili- 
zation its needs have become more and more numerous and varied. Pure. 
ly material requirements being satisfied, other and higher demands 
arise. This becomes especially true with increased leisure time. 

The spiritual and social aspirations make their appearance. As man- 
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kind passes each stage in civilization, it finds, through the growing 
control over nature, that purely material wants can be satisfied 
with less and less exertion. Men gain their daily bread today with 
infinitely less effort than in primitive times. The chief reason is 
that they have learned to act collectively in mastering the forces 

of nature; in other words they have achieved a high degree of sconom- 
ic organization; even though ‘the problem of a more equitable economic 
distribution is as perplexing as ever and requires the combined ef- 
forts of our greatest intellectual forces for solution. 


The natural resources of the American continent were as great 
three hundred years ago as they are today; yet they were practically \ 
useless in satisfying human wants because the Red man would not and 
could not bestow his labor upon them. It remained for the white man 
to transform natural resources into economic goods, This he has done 
not only by the use of muscular exertion but also by the application 
of intelligence. In applying their labor to natural resources men 
soon found that the best results .could be obtained by apportioning 
different tasks to different workers. The making of cloth is no long.. 
er a trade, but embodies a series of trades ~ that of the wool-carder, 
the spinner, the weaver, the fuller, the dyer, and the finisher. In 
@ modern shoe factory there are more than twenty distinct operations 
in the making of a factory shoe, each requiring special skill on the 
part of the worker. In the whole of the Roman Empire it is said that 
only thirty-seven different trades and professions were in existence 
at that time. Today the number runs into the thousands; sme having 
many hundred branches and divisions. It would be practically impos- 
sible to make a list of them all, although the Federal Government has 
@ bulletin that lists most of them in classified form. This is the 
age of specialists. A single rubber plant in the United States makes 
more than thirty thousand different kinds of rubber products. Men 
no longer call themselves shoemakers but cutters, lasters, welters, 
sole-makers. Even in the engineering professions, considering only 
the major divisions, we have electrical engineers, civil engineers, 
mechanical engineers, locomotive engineers, stationary engineers, 
mining engineers, marine engineers, chemical engineers, and engineer- 
custodians (the janitor. 


Division of labor has brought many economic advantages. It en- 
ables the worker, by constant practice at a single operation, to ac- 
quire skill and dexterity. It enables almost every worker to find 
some task that he is able to do and for which he has a special lik-. 
ing and skill. But the elaborate dividing of labor which marks 
modern industry with its high degree of efficiency and cheaper con- 
sumers goods also had its defects. It increases the monotony and irk- 
someness of labor. It does not develop the mind. It prevents the © 
development of all-round craftsmen, men who can turn their hands to 
a variety of things. Hence when a worker in a modern industry loses 
his regular employment, it is difficult for him to change to anything 
else. Confining one to the same,simple monotonous task daily is not 
conducive to an extension of intelligence; nor does great inspiration 
come for a man going daily the twenty-first operation of a routine 
process. Division of labor has come to stay, however, and in spite of 
all the disadvantages, the world is, on the whole, far better off for 
its coming. It has made the production of goods so much easier; so 
much cheaper to purchase, 


It becomes our duty, then, to take society where we find it and 
see what has been done, is being done, or should be done to mest the 
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situation. More people have more time than ever before for leisure, 
regardless of their occupation; only isdlated instances are exceptions. 
A working life is scarcely half as long as it was in 1900. Hence, 
general education becomes increasingly more important, since fewer 
employees are needed to produce the nation's goods and food supply, 
and migration is constantly on the increase. The condition described 
forced the raising of the compulsory school age, which increased many 
fold the attendance in our high schools andtrought with it a variety 
of abilities, a high percentage of which could not carry successfully 
the traditional mathematics. With the wider expansion of our social 
and economic structures schools felt the burden by being called upon 
to include in their curricula a larger and larger number of subjects, 
both of an academic and vocational nature. The load in turn fell 
upon the individual students. It was found that they were being over. 
burdened with too many things in their school lives and so a process 
of pruning began in many subjects, slowly at first. 


World changes in mathematics have occurred since 1910 but the 
discussions and some early efforts began before that. Referring to 
one phase, the simplification of algebra, the pruning to which I re- 
ferred earlier, involved the elimination of the following topics from 
the elementary course: the highest common factor by division, cube 
root by use of the formula, the general theory of the quadratic, com- 
plicated radicals. Further - the old ideas that "we must scientific- 
ally define all terms before they can safely be used” and "we must 
develop the subject logically" were replaced by a psychological deve- 
lopment. In place of the dreaded topics new materials were added in 
somewhat the same manner as the growing tree would grow new and bet- 
ter shoots when properly cultivated. Work in informal geometry, mean- 
ingul formulas, graphs, numerical trigonometry in the ninth grade, 
and other similar and related materials have crept into the course 
in keeping with the needs of our modern complex sociéty. The early 
introduction of coordinate geometry has made possible the teaching of 
calculus in some high schools and the functional relationship between 
variables is being emphasized in many texts and in mathematical writ- 
ings as a necessary unifying element in keeping with a wider and more 
understandable knowledge of the problems of present day society. 


Since the objectives of the teaching of mathematics have been 
shown in the body of this paper let us turn now to a few selections 
from some of the masters. 


David Eugene Smith states that we study mathematics because it 
is linked up with a large number of branches of human knowledge; that 
it has a high degree of mental discipline; that it can be the poetry 
of the soul and has its poetic side as well as its practical; that 
it can rouse the soul to a contemplation of truths that endure; that 
it can make man conscious, as is possible in no other way, of his 
position in the universe about him; that it gives humanity a religious 
sense that cannot be fully developed without it; and finally, the 
history of mathematics is the history of the race. 


From W. S. Schlaugh we note that mathematics contributes to dir- 
ect self-preservation, indirect self-preservation or the earning of 
a living, social efficiency and citizenship, the pleasure of the in- 
dividual, and a generous understanding of, and an insight into, econ- 
omic, social and cosmic forces, and problems whose mastery is neces- 
sary for the continuing of human progress. 
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In an effort to meet such objectives as have been embodied in 
this paper a committee recently reporting on the revision of mathem- 
atics for a large city school system recommended that as much mathem- 
atics should be offered as will meet a legitimate demand, including 
as possibilities four years of traditional type mathematics (four 
semesters of algebra, three of geometry, and one of trigonometry.) 
In dividing the group of students at the beginning of their freshman 
year on the basis of their grade school record and a standardized 
test, each group about the same in number, the committee further re- 
commended that the first group should be given the above program, and 
the second a program that emphasizes some aspects of arithmetic and 
some aspects of social mathematics, with opportunity for the more 
promising members of the second group to advance to the first group, 
after asemester or a year. Provision was also made for offering 
additional specialized courses in mathematics as the need warranted; 
an example being, a course in business mathematics for those seniors 
going directly into the business world. 


This committee attuned to modern needs further recommended en- 
richment materials. On this point I quote: 


"Possible material of this sort falls under two general headings: 
first: printed or mimeographed material for teachers; second, visual 
material for use with the pupils." 


The first sort of enrichment material is widely scattered and is 
not readily available in quantity. Many individual teachers have col.. 
lected a greater or lesser amount for themselves. It would be ex- 
tremely valuable if it could be brought together, worked over, class- 
ified, mimeographed, and circulated to every high school mathematics 
teacher in the system. Such suggested materials which could be hand- 
led in this way are: suggested projects, with general instructions 
regarding procedure; practical applications of plane geometry; short 
quotations of value from books and non-technical magazines; mathema- 
tical recreations. The committee regards such work as sufficiently 
valuable and requiring a sufficient amount of time as to justify a 
recommendation that a competent person be attached to the Bureau of 
Curriculum for a period of not less than one semester nor (at present) 
more than one year to collect, organize, and circulate to every high 
school mathematics teacher in the system enrichment material of the 
first kind mentioned above. ; 


"There is a dearth of mathematical material of the second sort, 
visual material for use with pupils. The only moving picture avail- 
able is not regarded as satisfactory. There are almost no lantern 
slides. There are mathematical models which can be purchased....." 


Some steps have been taken in the direction suggested in the 
above quotation by individual teachers. Various projects made by 
pupils in the several high schools exhibiting are put on display in 
the Adler Planetarium in Chicago. There has been some thought about 
placing some of the better pieces in the Halls of Mathematics in the 
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago. 


Last winter the Women's Mathematics Club of Chicago and vicinity 
sponsored an exhibit of posters and succeeded in getting nearly 200. 
These, for the most part, were made by art students in cooperation 
with the mathematical departments of their schools. They were put on 
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display in a large Loop department store and prizes were awarded. I 
doubt if I have ever seen a more inspiring sight of a school subject 
on display. The gamut of human progress in the scenes and thoughts 
depicted permeated every avenue of human endeavor, What has been 
done in Chicago has doubtless been duplicated in other places; we lay 
no claim to superiority; I am merely reporting what has been done to 
advance the subject of mathematics. 


The samples that I am displaying are but meagre suggestions of 
the possibilities: 
(Displayed Samples of Works and Drawings of Pupils) 


THE OBJECTIVES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CLASSROOM 
INSTRUCTION IN THE NINTH GRADE ARITHMETIC 


by 
Loren Young 


My paper deals with the recent objectives of recent developments 
in ninth grade arithmetic or it perhaps should include the word 
mathematics instead of arithmetic. 


To begin with, I should like to describe the particular school 
in which I am employed. The school has an enrollment of approximat- 
ely 150, a yearly graduating class of close to 40 seniors. The last 
few years of statistical data reveal that perhaps five, or one- 
eighth of these graduates, continue their study in higher educational 
institutions while the remaining seven-eights return to the principal 
industry of the community - agriculture. In other words, this type 
of rural high school has no industrial interests outside of a small 
cheese factory, filling stations, and taverns, 


With this knowledge at hand, we have attempted to offer a mathe- 
matics course in the ninth grade with a purpose in view of offsetting 
the various adverse criticisms usually thrown at algebra. For in- 
stance, last year at a general session of this conferem, a certain 
distinguished individual made the following statement, "We in ----- 
beliéve that a certain amount of English is good for anybody and a 
certain amount of mathematics isn't good for anybody." Three years 
ago, on St. Patrick's Day, we had about three minutes left after 
finishing the algebra assignment. One student suggested that a few 
Irish jokes would be appropriate and another individual, not knowing 
one on the Irish, told the following: 


"A few years ago some psychologists became interested in a 19 
year old boy, still in the sixth grade, out in Iowa. They decided 
to make a study of his case by finding out what happened to him ten 
years later - and were they surprised when the period of case study 
was over, to find him teaching ninth grade algebra.” 


The various criticisms have convinced us that some different 
type of mathematics should be offered in ninth grade. We considered 
the extreme method of giving the so-called practical math, but after 
having discussed its merits, we were told that in many cases, the 
students were not sufficiently motivated by a continuation of mater- 
ial they had been exposed to for eight years. I use the word "ex- 
posed” purposely since we realize in high school to expect the very 
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least ability along lines of fractions, decimals, per cent, etc., 
from the entering student. On the other hand, algebra as tradition- 
ally taught, was undesirable. Our school board continued to insist 
upon two years of required math, but their attitude was becoming 
Skeptical. So the result was a compromise between the two subjects 
and a disregard for university opinion as to entrance requirements. 
Of the five students each year to enter higher institutions, an ad- 
vanced math course was still open to them and after seeing the math 
retained by high school seniors in physics courses, we are wondering 
how much is even carried by the students into college, even though 
they have three year units of high school math. 


The objectives set up for this type of course came under a 
heading of four major parts: 


1. To Train the students to have the ability to perform certain 
fundamental operations. Since it is quite evident that evén college 
studénts Tack this ability, and the absolute need in everyday life 
is so evident, much emphasis is to be placed on drill and practical 
application. The correlation and application of both to arithmetic 
and algebra will be practical whenever the situation arises. 


2. To make ninth grade math poeepesting to the students. Since 
learning depends greatly upon motivation, the subject must have 
interesting values. 





3. To convince the pupils the value of mathematics. If this is 
accomplished, the subject will necessarily be interesting. 


4, To awaken community interest. For any subject to survive 
and be useful, the community must realize the worthwhileness of the 
subject and have a heartfelt understanding of it. 


several means of obtaining these four objectives will now be 
described. Some have been highly successful, while others under 
varying circumstances were discouraging. If any of you are interested 
in questioning them, I will be glad to answer to the best of my abil- 
ity, also your adverse criticism will be greatly appreciated. These 
methods are only temporary and will have their place in the course 
only long enough to prove their usefulness or worthlessness. 


1. In the first place, the teacher must be an enthusiastic math- 
ematics instructor. He has to believe in his subject and possess 
the ability to keep the class constantly interested in the discussion 
of progress. Any subject, mathematics or otherwise, cannot be suc- 
cessfully taught by an instructor who does not believe in his subject. 


2. The second means to obtain the objectives is by using inter- 
esting practical material. To be both interesting and practical it 
must come from sources with which the students are familiar. One of 
the best examples of this would be finance buying. The easy-payment 
plan becomes something different when the six per cent interest of the 
bank is compared to the six per cent plan of General Motors. An auto- 
mobile salesman's son got himself and me both in bad with the father, 
when the class discovered that a 12-year plan of paying for a new car 
might involve itself into 20 per cent interst. Insurance, taxes, and 
other common day topics may be used to a great advantage in arousing 
interest. The new crop control plan, when analyzed into a few 
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understandable parts, had a definite bearing upon both the agricul- 
ture and algebra classes. 


3. We have a nice new algebra book to study, but its sole purp- 
ose is for reference work. The students are not given the next twenty 
problems after the last bell has rung; but in ample time they are 
referred to whenever the opportunity arises. It might be estimated 
that perhaps no problems are worked unless they can be demonstrated 
eye students that somewhere within the procedure lies a definite 
value. 


4, At any time within the course, if a student suggests some- | 
thing to be done along mathematical lines, an attempt is made to take 
time out for this work. Instead of breaking up the units of the book 
at the end of each, await many suggestions. A skillful teacher can 
quite often get the student to make the suggestion and the results 
will befor the better, It appears that more time spent by the teach- 
er in planning and less time in talking will gain higher results. 


5. I may be giving the impression that this course is entirely 
arithmetic with no algebra. But instead the contrary is quite true. 
In place of throwing x to the third power and Y's to the discouraged 
pupils, they are permitted to work the problems as best they know how 
and then to their surprise, algebra has been used, even though they 
hardly know how to spell the word. An example deals with the fact 
that so many of our citizens watch the Davenport sale ads and then 
race down to get in on the bargains, even though the prices may be 
higher m sale days. Suppose that a pair of shoes is selling for $4, 
which is an advertised reduction of 15%; what was the price before 
the sale? Most students will take 15% of $4 and add it to the price. 
Others will see that $4 divided by 85% is the correct answer. Here 
is the opportunity to write an equation of 85x/100 ~ $4.00. Whenever 
definite unknown letters are used to represent, why use X and Y so 
much? Instead of that when solving for dollars, why wouldn't "a" 
have more meaning to them? Physics students have no difficulty in 
solving a formula for time if "t" is used in place of "x", 


6. The use of notebooks and books or tests have in some cases 
been encouraging and at other times discouraging. If the student 
realizes that these notes may be of aid on the next quiz,he will con- 
scientiously copy them. As one boy said, "My dad is a construction 
engineer and he has a handbook. He doesn't memorize formulae, so why 
should I?" On the other hand, the students are not gaining sufficient 
confidence and without doubt there are many definite types of problems 
which the students should learn or memorize in order to be able to 
solve such when encountering them in later life. 


7. In the small school where ability grouping is almost impos- 
sible, as parents don't care to know that their particular youngsters 
are in the dumbell class or the nut room, differentiated assignments 
seem to bring forth desirable results. The student that accomplishes 
the most gets paid better. This lesson is obvious to the thirteen 
year old boy when he sees a successful man getting a higher salary 
than one who is not so fortunate. Below 70% is not considered fail- 
ing if that is all the student is capable of earning. As one student 
stated the problem, "Even the W.P.A. worker gets paid despite the 
fact that he may have failed." If a test is given and out of ten 
problems the best student gets only six, which is the highest grade, 
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shouldn't he be given a good grade when you know that he is an A 
student? 


8. To awaken community interests, an exhibit has proven an 
excellent possibility. Our school always has a science, manual arts, 
home economics, and agriculture display each year. When studying 
graphs, one student suggested a six months' curve for hog prices, 
Immediately, other students decided the corn price, weather temper- 
atures, Board of Trade prices, etc., would make good subjects for 
graphing. As a result, every student had a project usually of a 
month's duration to work out and be exhibited the last week of \ 
school. For this event, graphs showing the rise and fall of hog 
prices from October 1 to April 1 were on display, accompanied by 
charts showing temperature, corn price, etc. It was interesting 
to note the expressions and statements of many farmers. For instance, 
one would say, "See how that line dips on the fifteenth of December? 
If I had sold those hogs five days earlier as I intended to, there 
would have been $100 more in my pocket." Or some mother would wonder 
Whether the seventh of January was actually colder than the tenth of 
February. 


9. One day a timid little girl in the front row wanted the ans- 
wer to a certain puzzle problem given by Prof. Quiz or Uncle Jim over 
the radio. Immediately the suggestion was made that a quiz program 
in algebra be given. The students appointed a chairman, two judges, 
and one time keper. This committee of four selected about forty math 
problems and presented them to six contestants selected just before 
the program began. They, had some difficulty in getting good ques- 
tions but were aided by parents and especially by an elevator man in 
our town, who is constantly giving puzzle problems to his friends. 

I might add here that taking advantage of such a person has proven 
to be very helpful in our community. 


The results of this quiz program, which was repeated six times, 
created great interest for pupils and naturally the parents learned 
of it as they were called upon to answer many problems. As time 
passed, more practical problems were used. Prizes were given part 
of the time. 


In conclusion, I would like to say that the objectives of re- 
cent developments in classroom instruction in ninth grade math is 
toward a more practical goal. Instead of having school for only a 
few who will continue into higher branches, ninth grade mathematics 
has as its purpose the teaching of that material which will do the 
most for the greatest number of students. 
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THE OBJECTIVES OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CLASSROOM 
INSTRUCTION IN A ONE YEAR SCIENCE COURSE 


by 
A. R. Moore 


According to the subject givenne, my remarks are to be concerned 
not with the objectives of science instruction, but with the object- 
ives of recent developments in science instruction with particular 
reference to senior science. 


In the beginning I shall list a few of the recent developments 
in science instruction as I see them. This list has no new ideas. 
They have been a part of our educational theory for many years but I 
mention them here because during recent years they are moving slowly 
from the field of theory to practice. In other words, as far as 
classroom instruction is concerned, we consider as developments only 
those ideas which become a part of our classroom practice. 


1. A growing awareness that methods and materials should be 
tested in terms of proper needs. 
a. Depression has kept in school pupils who would leave 
school for employment. 
b. Traditional science courses do not seem adequate or 
appropriate for them. 


2. Attempts to adapt materials and instruction to pupils' abil- 
ity. 

a. Ina study in our own school of pupils with intelligence 
scores of 80 or below, we found that the majority did not 
finish the first year and many of them were of age when 
they entered. After all, these pupils will be our voters 
end they may not be very friendly to our educational in- 
stitutions which had nothing to offer them. 

b. We placed in special classes last year pupils with scores 
below 80 who were indicated as retarded and of low ability 
by their elementary teachers. The drop out in these 
classes was about the same as for the withdrawals from 
the school as a whole. 


3. More emphasis upon the so-called consumer science. 

a. The statement has been made many times that we are educa- 
ting our pupils to become seientific producers and total- 
ly neglecting the consumer angle. Even the practical as- 
pect of our teaching about which we have heard so much for 
years is pointed toward the production phase. 

b. Teachers everywhere talk now about making cosmetics and 
of testing this or that commercial product. 


4, Increased emphasis upon the functional aspects of our teaching. 
a. A committee of the North Central Association has been car- 
rying on an experiment in functional health teaching for 
the past three years. ) 
b. There is a growing feeling that pupils should desire to 
make use of what they have been taught as worthwhile. It 
is the often expressed objective of attitudes put into 


effect. 


Of 
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5. More emphasis upon training pupils in the scientific method 
or in scientific thinking. 
a. We are becoming aware of this need by the type of advertis- 
ing that is bringing results over the radio. 
b. The Yearbook of the Science Section of the NEA was almost 
entirely on this subject two years ago. 


6. Inereased teaching by busywork methods as exemplified by the 
majority of our science workbooks. 


In an attempt to meet some of these new developments or aime 
there has emerged within the last few years a course in the physical 
sciences which is somewhat of a departure from our traditional 
science courses. The subject has received various titles such as 
Senior Science, Descriptive Science of one kind or another, and Phys- 
ical Science. The majority of us know it as a one-year course in 
chemistry and physics, with physiography sometimes included. It has 
been called Glorified General Science or Condensed Chemistry and 
Physics depending largely upon the text inspected or the attitude 
of the teacher toward this type of course. 


What are some of the aims claimed for this course? To quote 
from the authors of one of the texts now on the market they are: 


1. To establish understandings of basic principles. 

2. To show how scientific discoveries explain natural phenomena. 

3. To demonstrate the way in which inventions evolve from 
scientific principles. 

4, To acquaint the student with the scientific method. 

5. To trace the historical growth of scientifie knowledge. 


These might well be the general objectives for a course in chem- 
istry or physics. However, I heartily approve of these objectives 
for the new course. 


I know there has been and is now a feeling abroad that the 
course in physical science is and should be largely concerned with 
the applications of the special sciences. Perhaps this opinion orig- 
inated with the diseussion of whether or not the physical science 
course should be intensive or extensive, the interpretation of the 
latter being a course in applications. 


However, I believe that science teachers are pretty well agreed 
that in the upper years of the secondary school we hope to teach pri- 
marily the principles of science rather than the applications and 
that the applications are important as a means of assisting in teach- 
ing the understanding of the principle may be applied, and of testing 
to “bi if the pupil really understands and can consetly use the prin- 
ciple. 


To come still closer to our subject let us list some of the 
reasons why the physical science courses are being introduced into 
our schools. — 


1. <A downward extension of the survey idea of the junior college 
which has had considerable popularity during the last few 
years. ; 
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2. 


D+ 


To compensate for a gradual loss in relative enrollments in 
Chemistry and physics coupled with a feeling that perhaps 
this is an indication that we are not offering in these sub- 
jects what many pupils need. 

a. I know that there is still a tendency to question the 
importance of this statement. The majority of us have 
believed that lower enrollment in physics is due to more 
offerings in the curriculum within the last 15 or 20 
years. However, a comparison between recent dates and 
within the period in which these many new choices have 
been in the curriculum shows a continued decline in en- 
rollment in chemistry and physics. 


This data from a table in the June 1937 issue of School 
Life confirms this statement. | 


1928 - 13 pupils of 29 enrolled took science - 45%. 
1934 - 21 pupils of 54 ' : . aoe BOR 


1928 - 1 pupil of 7 enrolled took Chemistry or 
Physics. 

1934 - 1 pupil of 9 enrolled took Chemistry of 
Physics. 


1928 - 1 pupil of 14 enrolled took physics. 
1934 - 1 pupil of 18 enrolled took physics. 
Same data for Chemistry. 


Of all those enrolled in all scienes subjects in: 
1928 - 1 pupil of 6 took Chamistry 1 of 7 took 
Physics. 


1934 - 1 pupil of 6 took Chemistry 1 of 8 took 
Physics. 
An attempt to adjust instruction and materials to pupils' 
ability. 
a. Percent of failure have been high in chemistry and phys- 
ics. 


b. Teachers have complained about the necessity of lowering 
standards to'prevent excessive failures and this, of 
course, opened the gate to more poor students in the 
future. 


An attempt to get the dead wood out of Chemistry and Physics. 


An attempt to integrate the chemistry and physics as giving 
a truer picture of the physical world. 


The growing belief as expressed by the physical science com- 
mittee of the high school conference in Mr. Howard's report 
of last fall that general science as now taught should be 
left to the elementary schools thus making a place for a gen- 
eral science course in the upper years of the high school. 


A more liberal attitude on the part of our accrediting agen- 
cies which until recent years was one of the biggest ob- 
stacles to educational progress in our secondary schools. 
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We were requested to bring to this meeting our own classroom 
experiences. Therefore, I shall say a few words about our course in 
physical science. 


To get down to brass tacks, what were our specific reasons for 
a arabe age: the course? We had in mind the serving of two groups 
of pupils. 


1. The pupils who wished to take chemistry or physics but would 
fail. We have experienced the same failure problem as other 
schools and with an enrollment of 600 pupils in physics the 
number of failures is something to worry about. We have 
tried special classes for failures and they have proven fair-~- 
ly satisfactory but this was not preventing the first fail- 
ure, it was merely preventing a repitition of the first fail- 
ure. Of course, we were interested, too, in removing these 
pupils from our regular classes. 


2. Those pupils who were not now taking physics or chemistry. We 
were interested particularly in pupils in commercial and gen- 
eral courses. A study of the curriculum requirements of com- 
mercial courses showed that they could not spend 7 periods a 
week for two years in the study of chemistry and physics; 
moreover a great many of them could not meet the math require- 
ment. Yet we believed that some familiarity with the prin- 
ciples and terminology of the sciences was essential in the 
business world. Practically no girls took physics in spite 
of the fact that we offered a special class for them. Indus- 
trial arts pupils were encouraged to take these subjects by 
their shop teachers. 


Did we realize these aims? You will note that our aims were 
very practical. We were meeting what we thought were immediate needs. 
You ¢an imagine with what misgivings we saw our pet subjects, aris- 
tocrats of the curriculum debased to the extent that almost any pupil 
could take them and succeed. 


We believe we failed in eliminating the poor students from chen- 
istry and physics. Perhaps one year is too short a time in which to 
make this observation. There has been no appreciable decrease in en- 
rollment in physics and we have one more class in chemistry with the 
total high-school enrollment remaining stationary. Our class in 
physics for girls will be discontinued next year because of lack of 
numbers, but whether or not this is due to the physical science we do 
not know, but I suspect that it is. All of this in spite of the fact 
that our enrollment in physical science has increased from 25 the 
first semester to 70 the second semester, and 111 the first semester 
of next year. 


Moreover, if the poorer students were changing to physical scienc: 
we would expect these classes to have a greater proportion of pupils 
with low intelligenee scores which we do not find to be the case as 
I shall show. a little later. 


It seems, therefore, that the pupils who will register in chemis- 
try and physics and will not succeed, wil not of their own accord choose 
to take the physical science, although it is perhaps a little early 
for me to draw that conclusion. We have planned for next semester to 
try to find as early as possible in the semester the pupils in 
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chemistry and physics who are likely to fail because of lack of 
ability and urge them to transfer to the physical science. 


We seem to be realizing in a smallwy our second specific aim of 
reaching a greater percentage of the school population. As stated 
above, the enrollment in the physical science has increased from 25 
to lll in one year without a decrease in the enrollment in cheni{s- 
try and physics. 


Who are the pupils who are entering physical science: 


Last semester: 
70 enrolled, 26% college preparatory, 74% not, 60% general 
or commercial. 


Next semester: 
111 enrolled, the percentages were same within few tenths. 


Last semester: 
70 enrolled, 25 girls. 
. 111 enrolled, 55 girls. 


It is interesting to note that about 50% of the enrollment in 
physical science for next semester is girls, while girls make up 
about 6% of the enrollment in physics. 


We believed in the beginning that we would have, on the average, 
pupils of low ability in this new subject. However, this was not the 
case. 


Last semester: 
Average score 162 - median 101 - range 80 to 123. 


Next semester: 
Average score 103 - median 103 - range 80 to 127. 


The average and median scores are about the same as for the 
school as a whole although there are wne of the exceptionally high 
scores. In other words, we seem to be receiving average pupils as 
far as intelligence scores indicate. About 10% of the pupile are, 
however, pupils who had many failures in other subjects. 


I want to emphasize our belief that this physical science course 
should not degenerate into the study of applications as an objective. 
We must not allow the few textbooks now written to shape our object- 
ives. The major aims and objectives of physical science must be those 
of our other sciences of the upper years of the high school. We must 
stick to the teaching of principles, simple and few that they may be, 
and to the teaching of the scientific method. Who am I that I can 
prophesy what applications will be important to these pupils ten 
years from now. 


"All Things Considered" - by Howard Vincent O'brien 
April 6, 1938, Chicago Daily News. 


"The Du Pont Company was at one time largely dependent 
on its business in explosives. Today, practically all its 
income is derived from products of common use - many of 
them products unknown a decade ago. It employs 18,000 
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workers making things that did not exist in 1929. Com- 
petent authorities estimate that at least a third of our 
total factory production is of goods unknown when you and 
I were boys. 


"Consider my own business. We no longer make many 
of the things we used to make and some of our most profit- 
able lines are in commodities we did not think of making 
as recently as five years ago. The whole character of 
our business has altered. It continues to alter. Knowing 
it as intimately as I do, I could not possibly prophesy 
what we shall be making ten years hence. What part of 
the 10,000 new metal alloys, discovered in the last few 
years shall we be using? I do not know. How many of the 
quarter-million new chemical compounds will have a place 
on our production lines? I do not know." 


I know, too, that there is a feeling that m real chemistry or 
physics can be taughtin this abbreviated course. I heard a well 
known educator say this past winter that it isn't so important that 
we teach pupils a great amount of subject matter as it is how we 
teach them the little we may find it possible to teach, 


To summarize: the major objectives of this one-year course 
from the standpoint of science should be those of the science courses 
of the upper years of the high school. 


The aims for the development of this course, while it is our 
chief subject here, have been: 


1. To reach a greater proportion of our sehool enrollment. 

2. To batter adapt material and instruction to the abilities of 

pupils, especially those who do not succeed in our tradition- 

al courses. 

To better adapt material and instruction to pupils! needs 

and interests. 

4, To integrate the chemistry and physics as giving a truer 
picture of the physical world. 


It 


+ * & 


QUESTION: What percentage of pupils, Mr. Urbancek, would you 
say, made and turned in projects of the type you have showed us? 


MR. URBANCEK: I would say that the greater majority of students 
made these projects; however, some, or most of them were of the in- 
serior type. Just a small pereentage of the better ones in the class 
were represented. In the exhibit sponsored by the Women's Mathemat- 
ics Club of Chicago, about which I formerly spoke, nearly 200 posters 
were xhibited. These posters, for the most part, were made by stu- 
dents of Lane Technical High School, 


QUESTION: Mr. Young, just what do you expect of a mathematics 


student just entering high school? What abilities along mathematical 
lines do you think he should have? 


MR. YOUNG: About all I expect from my beginning students ig the 
ability to add, subtract, multiply, and divide to a certain extent. 
That, and a willingness to absorb more knowledge along these lines. 
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MR. HICKMAN: Mr. Young, you may consider yourself lucky if your 
students are able to add, subtract, multiply, to work with fractions, 
decimals, ratios and proportions. 


QUESTION: Don't you think that the fundamentals of mathematics - 
subtraction, addition, multiplication, and division, should be in- 
stilled in the minds of the pupils before they enter high school? It 
seems to me that the fault lies with the elementary schools, in not 
haha pia these pupils, at an early stage in the game, these funda- 
mentals. 


ANSWER: Fractions, especially, are difficult for the elementary 
school student to master, and it seems to me that the training in 
the lower grades is inadequate. 


ANSWER: It seems to me that no matter how adequate or inade- 
quate the elementary school training along these lines is, the aver- 
age studant, by the time he has reached high school age, has ceased 
® retain what little he may have absorbed. This is what makes it so 
difficult for the high school mathematics department - these funda- 
mentals must be re-taught to the pupils after they enter the ninth 
grade. 


QUESTION: Will someone please tell me why, in the solving of 
Bese problems, such outlandishly large humbers as 7,638,416 and 
»439,543 must be used? A student may puzzle for hours and hours 

over a problem which the teacher has condemned as wrong, and the 
mistake is, nine times out of ten, in the mathematical computation, 
rather than in the principle of physics. 


The question arises, which is more important - the mathematical 
process or the principle which is to be learned? It seems to me 
that the principle is the most important factor, so why can't small 
numbers be used to illustrate - numbers which won't cause so many 
errors in the computation? After all, it is the principle which we 
waht the student to retain - not the actual numbers used. 


CHAIRMAN: Are there any more questions to be discussed this 
afternoon? 


I realize that it is terribly hot and uncomfortable in here, s0 
if someone will please move for adjournment, we will repair to the 
out-of~doors. 


300 Mathematies Building 
July 13, 1938 
2:00 p.m. 


All publication rights reserved by the speakers 
Reported, mimeographed, and distributed by the 
LECTURE REPORTING SERVICE 
440 So. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois Harrison 2731 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 8 


ELEMENTARY AND RURAL SCHOOL GROUP 


SUBJECT: <A. Materials That Enrich Classroom Instruction: 
What Are They? How Can They Be Used to 
Supplement the Textbook Effectively? 
B. Stimulating Creative Work. 


CHAIRMAN G. W. REAGAN: I assume you are all provided with cop- 
ies of the program which was distributed to you this afternoon, The 
first topic - Materials that Enrich Classroom Instruction - is the 
one that is of major importance in this conference. The general 
discussion of the other topic - stimulating teaching work - is listed 
on the program for the session tomorrow afternoon. The first address 
on this session is to be made by Mr. Glen Darnaby, Principal. of 
Franklin School, Pekin, Illinois. 


TRAINING CHILDREN TO USE SOURCE MATERIALS 
by 
Glen Darnaby 


Perhaps the colored minister had very good success with his 
sermon when he explained, "I tells them what I am going to tell them, 
then I tells it to them, then I tells them what I told them.” 


This experiment has to do with the supply of geography material. 
I wanted to see what could be done by taking a child to the library. 
The first problem was to see if children could learn to go there and 
find what they wanted to investigate. I took a copy of the Readers! 
Guide and explained some of the features of it. I expressed the 
opinion that the recent information on tpics showed the date of pub- 
lication. Then I explained what we meant by periodicals and how to 
use them. 


The next evening I took my small group of 6A boys and girls to 
the library. I gave them copies of the Readers! Guide assuming that 
they would know how to use them. After several evenings the children 
were able to go through the Readers' Guide and find information about 
different subjects. One of the first problems we attempted to study 
was the Panama Canal. Was it being successful? Was the depression 
destroying the revenue too much? Our library did not have the mater- 
ial that the Readers! Guide referred us to. We found one or two 
articles on this topic, but those were not written for children. I 
think the child would use the Readers! Guide if he could understand 
the material in the periodicals to which the Guide referred. Perhaps 
some of these articles were too deep. Perhaps some of those folks 
who have written these articles would find it worthwhile to try to 
teach children in the sixth grade how to use the Readers' Guide. 


In the second part of the experiment I used this book called 
"Statistical Aspects of the United States." You may get it from the 
Superintendent of Documents, at a cost of $1.50. I call attention 
to the copyright, the date of copyright, and then the fact that 
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whatever appeared in a textbook did not necessarily happen in 1938. 
It may be that the writer had to go back to 1936 or even earlier to 
get the material. As a result, the latest textbook we have in our 

room, with a copyright of 1934, might go back to 1932. 


To illustrate, however: where we were made to supplement, we 
used a workbook in geography. What percentage of the world's cotton 
supply does the United States produce? I sent the children to the 
textbook, and they found in a 1934 edition that the United States 
produces over one-half of the cotton supply of the world. That was 
true for the time being; perhaps it isn't true of this year. That 
information came from a textbook which was based upon data in 1933 
and 1934. In order to find more information or keep up with current 
facts, more recent enlistings should be cultivated. The World Alman- 
ac is given to the child. Perhaps in here he can find the amount of 
cotton the United States raises. He turned to it and could find 
nothing about cotton there. It was necessary to show him how to look 
for information in the index. The index showed him how to read the 
tables and he finally found the answer - the government in 1936 pro- 
duced nearly one-half of the cotton. Perhaps he will forget that 
fact; perhaps he will remember that he can go to this source and 
find recent data or check up on any current information. 


I don't think we use many of the facts we learned in geography. 
I did not learn the names of the counties in Illinois and my instruc- 
tor thought me a bit dumb. We have been forced to remember these 
facts: how to find new information, how to keep from making incorr- 
ect statements and from drawing false conclusions. 


Some time later, someone asked in the class, "Does Illinois 
raise the most corn?” Of course, the children might find in some 
textbooks that Illinois does raise the most corn, but that may not be 
so today. So we have to be careful how we take the information we 
find in textbooks. The child may find facts about the product without 
any help this time. He may find Ohio and Illinois richer with a very 
narrow margin between the two. A few charts were illustrated. There 
is a bit of modernistic art on this one. (Charts are shown.) (I want 
to explain that if some of these charts are a little bit ruined, it 
is because I packed them in the trunk and it rained.) I think some- 
times the children believe when they study about the corn belt that 
this section raises corn and the rest of the United States doesn't. 

I asked just where corn was raised, who raised it, and how much was 
raised? Using World Almanac and the Readers' Guide, we made these 
charts. I told them to place corn wherever they thought it should be. 
This is their first use of the graph. 


I also had them make a circular graph. This graph will have to 
be practically worked out by the teacher. It is necessary to explain, 
to show proportion, how to figure percentage, and place the degrees. 
It isn't the type of graph, I agree, to have children make very much 
of. It requires a great deal of time, however. The following ques- 
tion went to the 6B group: study the literature to see why the 
little man produces but a little bit of corn? In comparing the two 
that doesn't tell the whole story. The 6A class, having studied 
certain states, was able to conclude that the low production in south 
ern states was due to the shortage of rain. 


Going back to the study of cotton in the United States: we made 
two other graphs, one showing the world production. One boy showed 
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developments every year in his graph. Of course, I had to help him 
work out the scale both for the amount and for the year. Most of the 
work was carried out by the children. This ts about the best graph 
I could get hold of. had statistics available from 1922 in groups 
of five years. These two show the picture in general (Comparing 
maps.) There was one year back about 1911 or 1920 when the United 
States did not produce as much cotton as other countries. The chil- 
dren were intezsted, enjoying the work they were doing. We worked 
in committees. We sent one committee to find information and where 
it was gathered. 


Some of the children, especially one boy of 15, were very poor 
in reading, but very good in reasoning things out, in showing rela- 
tions, and in making graphs. This opened up to him an avenue where 
textbooks were not contributing anything. While working on this 
chart, he would come to me with information and say, "Is that right? 
Not being sure, he would go again and check and check until he was 
sure it was correct. I gave that boy a problem in arithmetic, which 
he dislikes. He forgot he was working arithmetic. He assured me 
that it was all right. However, I could see some good effects in 
arithmetic, because he would go right after it. Another boy had 
some trouble in the arithmetic of working out the scale - it meant 
quite a bit of dividing. 


In finding the production of cotton or corn in this big area, 
search for the amount of corn produced in the various state crops. 
The sections of this book are not grouped as those of textbooks are. 
Newark, New Jersey, is listed as a Middle Atlantic state; Pennsylvan- 
ja is not listed. What can you find out about it? They finally went 
ahead without it. I attempted to explain to them that the states were 
grouped in various ways, according to the way in which one might want 
to study them. Searching for a number of Atlantic States, Pacific 
States, and Northern States, they would have to watch the table. 


There was one other chart made which showed the cotton produced 
in different states. The biggest problem, of course, was to get the 
scales made for it. We did not work on this a great deal. We had it 
in the latter part of the semester, 


In conclusion I say that they can use the statistics in the 
World Almanac. I think if they are taught how to use it in the sixth 
grade, by the time they reach the higher school, they will know how 
to find the truth. I think our social studies are teaching them to 
make their decisions from facts, rather than allowing their emotions 
to carry them away. If there are any questions, I shall be glad to 
attempt to answer them. 


CREATIVE MUSIC 


by 
Ada B. Smith 


Byron has said: “There's music in the sighing of a reed, 
There's music in the gushing of a rill, 
There's music in all things if men had ears, 
The earth is but an echo of the spheres.” 
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Modern educators feel that the education of today must educate 
the whole child, not just his reasoning ability; it must educate his 
physical, emotional, and social reactions as well. The greatest 
social unrest is found among those people who have been unable to 
find beauty and joy in their environment and work. The cultivation 
of the beautiful not only makes for a richer, fuller living for the 
present but for emotional stability for all time. Because of its 
intrineic appeal, music is able to bridge many gaps from the sordid 
to the beautiful through lovely melodies and harmonic combinations, 
thus tending towards stabilizing emotions. It may stimulate the 
intellect through structural aspects and historical qualities, and 
lastly it has power to furnish and accentuate rhythm for use from the 
physical aspect. 


Music should, then, from the point of view of progressive educa- 
tion, serve very largely in making the whole child educated. If 
music in the elementary school can be made a series of pleasurable 
meaningful experiences which are added to in Junior and Senior High, 
there seems little reason why in life itself the grown child will 
not seek self-expression in the activity which has already brought 
him much joy and satisfaction. 


For several years creative expression has been emphasized in 
the fields of literature and art. Only within the last decade has it 
been recognized as having a very fertile field in music. ; 


Since individuals meet new situations with the results of the 
accumulations of past experiences, each new response may be called 
creative. Especially can this point of view permeate music activitie: 
In the singing of songs for pleasure the individual interpretation 
may be thought of as creative. In listening, during appreciation 
lessons the individual responses should be as varied as the number 
of listeners. In fact, the material for the listening lesson should 
not be so stereotyped as to hold the child mind bound in such a way 
that creativeness cannot enter. 


With children who have been allowed a certain amount of creative 
freedom, it is not at all difficult to get in return, after a few 
suggestions, much more worth while suggestions concerning an approved 
composition than the average adult can easily conceive. 


In past years it has been readily accepted that only the select 
few could create, the rest of society being allowed to participate 
and perhaps enjoy in some small measure the work of others. As time 
goes an, however, more avenues of participation and creativeness are 
being opened to the majority. Perhaps there will still be only a few 
genuises who make the real poetry, music, literature, and art of this 
generation but the enjoyment of participation has certainly been in- 
creased in a very large measure. If one will note the great number 
of really good grade and High Sehool bands, choruses, and other musi- 
cal organizations of today it would not be difficult to see that many 
more are engaged in the atual job of creating. 


In the day when children were seen and not heard, the idea of 
creating went unrecognized but there are many, many instances in which 
the child from earliest childhood displays his creative ability. Betty, 
a child of three, was in the garden watching the mother wren go in 
and out her house. The father wren was sitting nearby singing lustily 
On being told that the father wren was singing for the mother wren, 
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Betty said, "I'd like to sing for that bird," With only the encour- 
agement of an "all right," she, too, sang her own tune and words, a 
purely spontaneous, emotional expression. If an expressia of this 
type could be fostered in Betty and in all children, surely the 
whole educational process would be much more helpful. 


Just the other day I was sitting in a garden when I heard a 
voice on the other side of the high hedge singing "Mr, Puddle, you're 
in a muddle." I quietly followed the voice and peeped through the 
hedge to see a child not more than four years of age jumping back and 
forth across a small puddle of water, still singing the monotonous 
little chant. It did have rhythm and it was undoubtedly creative. 


Still another illustration: a very young child attracted atten- 
tio not long ago by saying, "Ooh! Cold!" It being a verywarm day her 
statement was looked upon with a bit of concern. It so happened that 
an open bottle stood on the same shelf with an oscillating electric 
fan. As the breeze from the fan came across the top of the bottle a 
noise very much like the low mosning of the wind in winter was pro- 
duced. The sound had reminded the child of cold weather. What a 
fine opportunity this incident presented in showing the possibilities 
of tunes with bottles, glasses, etc., and stimulating creative expres- 
sion. 


I could go on with numerous examples but all of us who have 
dealt with children know the many signs which present themselves and 
if properly guided result in creative efforts. 


These examples have come from the lives of the pre-school child. 
What about creative ability in the elementary school? True, the ol- 
der the child the less willing he is to express himself creatively 
unless this expression has been fostered. It may take some time to 
develop the results the teacher wants but results can be had even 
with an initial trial. 


In kindergarten or first grade the average child is normally a 
happy, spontaneous, little busybody. Much of the program of music 
appreciation for the child from kindergarten through third grade is 
built about rhythm and mood. Herein. lies the creative opportunity. 
The understanding teacher will watch for the rhythmical patterns which 
the child himself establishes and if the teacher is musically inclined 
she will attempt to reproduce those rhythms in a tuneful manner by 
means of an instrument or perhaps the singing voice. Children will 
very often be quite satisfied with making up their own tunes. 


Grace, spontaneity and freedom of movement are not such import- 
ant achievements in themselves; that is for musical Purposes. They 
are most meaningful when they come as a result of the child eompletely 
losing himself in the music's appeal through mood and beauty. 


The rhythm band furnishes an environment which further motivates 
creative work in two different ways. (1) The teacher should always 
be careful to keep herself or her interpretation in the background 
and not get between the child and his music. By this I mean that 
whether the composition be played on victrola or piano, when the 
triangle should be struck or when the rhythm sticks used, or any of 
the various instruments should be the child's own interpretation, 
hence creative. Of course the teacher should always be on hand to 
guide. 
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We find the second use for the toy orchestra or rhythm band in 
the making of instruments. Numerous instruments are actually made and 
used by kindergarten and first and second grade children. Some such 
instruments are tambourines, drums, tom-toms, rhythm sticks, sand 
blocks, triangles, rattles, eymbals, violins, and xylophones. Sug- 
gestions for making these instruments are found in various manuals 
and books on the subject. Again we mst not lose sight of the 
value in the child's own creation even if it fails to follow a ster- 
eotyped example - The tom-toms may be made by stretching a dried skin 
or old inner tube over a hollowed out stump; sand blocks by simply 
tacking sandpaper to blocks of woods; rhythm sticks from sand-papered 
hard wood sticks; rattles - small tin cones with stones in them; 
cymbals - tin lids; violins from wooden cigar boxes or oil cans. 
These instruments may seem very crude to the teacher but they seem 
to thoroughly satisfy the creator. In grades 4, 5, and 6 it will be 
found that children work out instruments in much better form. They 
enjoy experimenting with the flute from bamboo or cornstalk, the 
violin from cigar box or oil can with a marked scale on the finger 
board and making scales with bottles or glasses of water. Of course, 
in the upper elementary grades, children should be having experience 
with actual instruments. However, many never do and those who do > 
sometimes feel an added zest after they have made their own and know 
something about them. They discover for themselves that the length 
of strings makes a difference in pitch; that the scale has steps and 
half-steps. All these facts have probably been known before but 
when the child takes his violin to the piano and marks his finger 
board to the key of C these things just have to happen. 


Another type of creative music which perhaps most of us have 
considered the creative music is that of writing melodies, In the 
immature class the procedure of creating tunes may be one of comple- 
tion rather than making the whole tune. The teacher may sing part 
of a phrase or sentence in music and ask the class to finish. Indiv- 
iduals may finish in many different ways and this should be the desir. 
ed result. Perhaps a final best tune can be placed upon the black- 
board. As a development at a lter time a favorite poem may be sug- 
gested around which a tune can be written. If the children are not 
adept at making symbols the teacher may work at the board. It is 
also quite possible to work out an original poem. Such a procedure 
may take the following form: 


Suggestions from the class for titles should be encouraged. Then 
volunteers may suggest a line at the time. Perhaps several children 
may suggest lines from which the best may be chosen. Music to fit 
each line may be suggested in a like manner until the song is finish- 
ed. This may be a class procedure. Almost without fail the following 
day several will present songs for which they have made both words 
and music. It is surprising how few children in any class are unwill- 
ing to attempt writing both words and music. It goes without saying 
that many of these are far from perfect musically but the children 
have seemingly gained much satisfaction from their attempt. 


Often in their original productions children find it necessary 
to compose their own music. In a 6th grade, in writing original plays 
after their study of the Middle Ages, both in History and English, the 
Children discovered it was almost imperative to have chants and cru- 
saders' songs. There followed a search in libraries to discover all 
they could concerning chants. Then with a few suggestions from their 
music teacher they did write their own chants, words and music. The 
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CII - Lecture 8 T- 
plays were produced before their own parents. 


Children's Christmas musicals and spring operettas can and 
should be the children's own work. Often these dramatic presentations 
can be built in a large measure around songs which have been in their 
repertoire and also their own compositions may be used. The children 
can very ably write, direct, make stage settings, and generally man- 
age an operetta. 


The title and text should undoubtedly be chosen with teacher as 
guide and possibly different scenes plotted generally speaking. The 
rest can be done by various committees. One of the most successful 
productions in recent years was entirely the work of children. Be- 
side the sixth grade girls who made up and taught the dances, boys 
and girls built the painted mother goose house for the stage, boys 
managed stage, made and sold tickets, ushered, managed doors, and 
took care of all procedures. 


In connection with early Greek history in 6th grade a splendid 
opportunity presents itself to make Greek instruments, learn Greek 
rhythmical games, or dances, and incidentally find out some of the 
history of music. 


Much is said in the activity program about integration. Although 
this is a step aside from the real topic, music is a very flexible 
subject and works others together. There is no end of possiWlities 
of using the music in connection with social studies. Likewise, 
many correlations can be made with Art and English work. An example 
of this type follows: during the Hallowe'en season, "Danse Macabre” 
was studied in music appreciation hour. Later, the children drew 
pictures of the picture they had gotten from the music and finally 
wrote down their own interpretations of the composition. This is 
Joan's interpretation of"Danse Macabre.” 


"The chimes are ringing. It is midnite on October 31 in a little 
country graveyard. All the ghosts and skeletons may come out of 
their graves. One of the graves opens. Out comes old man Death. He 
starts tuning his aged fiddle. Weird music comes from the old fiddle. 
Then silently all the graves begin to open. Out come the skeletons © 
one by one. They start dancing to the tune old man Death is playing. 
The dancing becomes faster, wilder. More skeletons join. A cock : 
crows in the distance, It is morning. Sadly and slowly, each skel- 
eton goes back to his grave to stay for another year. It is All 
Saints! Day." 


Many other examples could be cited of the interrelationship of | 
music and other school activities. If the teacher has enough musical | 
background to make her sensitive and alert to situations which sug- 
gest such relationships she would find them inexhaustible. 


If I were asked to state the aims for creativity in the music 
Class room, I should say there were two. 1. The enjoyment which 
comes from discovering that one really has the ability to make an 
instrument or a tune no matter how crude each may be. 2. The hope 
that the interest aroused by such an activity may cause the child to 
"find" himself in the realm of music and urge him to seek further 
satisfaction in that realm. 
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If we, as teachers who are so anxious to bring about the complet: 
education of those entrusted to our care, do the best we can in set- 
ting up an environment and then leading the child toward these emo- 
tional, physical, and mental experiences which will become "a part 
of him for the day or a certain part of the day, or for many years 
or stretching cycles of years," perhaps this would in a measure help 
bring about the emotional stability throughout economic and social 
stress and make for a better understanding among all peoples. 
Coleman, S. N. Creative Music in the Home. 1927. 

Fox, Lillian M, and Hopkins, L. Thomas. Creative School Music. 

Silver, Burdette Co., 1936. 

McKinney & Anderson, Discovering Music, American Book Company, 1934. 

Mursell, James L. Human Values in Musical Education. 1936 

Mursell, James L., Glenn, Mabelle, Ps zanete y of School Music Teach - 
ing. Silver, Burdette & Company, 

Perham, Beatrice, Music in the New School, “Neil A. Kjos Music Co. 

1937. 


(She showed some of the instruments that were made, - a cello, a 
tom tom, a drum, a gazook made with an old candle stick and a small 
ten cent bazook fixed into the end of it, two flutes, bells. She 
also showed the pictures which were drawn while the songs Marching 
and Danse Macabre were played. 


* & & 


QUESTION: Do you think many children can do this? 


MISS SMITH: I think about fifty or sixty attempted it last 
year and I don't have the best pictures or instruments here. You 
would be surprised at their interest. Some of the boys played on 
their instruments “Whistle While You Work," which I think is pos- 
sibly due to interest. Sometimes you can get the real instinct, 
something you can't see. Pictures were to be taken if they brought 
their instruments. Each morning we took out five minutes for instru- 
ments. 


MR. REAGAN: There is one aspect of our particular situation in 
Illinois that I thought worthy to call to your attention. It may not 
be generally known that the University of Illinois contains a physi- 
‘Cal aid service for the benefit of the school, which was begun in a 
modest way and has grown year after year. We think it has great 
promise for the future. I thought the time would be well spent if 
Mr. Peterson came to tell us about it. 


MR. PETERSON: We are solely concerned with films of a sixteen 
millimeter face. It seems to be about time for a certain standard 
to be set for general use in the schools. In fact the university 
library is devoting practically all of its funds to the purchase of 
films. 


Another thing in which many of you are interested is whether or 
not silent films are as worthy as sound films. I don't wish to be- 
come involved in that controversy; they are both very excellent for 
certain uses. If, for example, it is necessary to have a sound film 
in order to make the subject understandable, then we should have it. 
I can't conceive of teaching a music lesson with a silent film, be- 
cause you would lose the very esssnce of music if there weren't any 
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sound to it. If we are talking about some of the industrial process- 
es which are involved in the manufacture of fabrics, I don't see 
that it is necessary that we have running along with our pictures 

an account of how cotton fabrics are made. We can get an idea of 
processes involved without that. Neither do I think it necessary 
that we have speaking records if we are interested in California red- 
wood. Those are things about which I think we concern ourselves 
needlessly. 


We do have quite a large number of films here. We began quite 
modestly in 1932 and at the present time we can furnish only about 
400 different films, but by the time school opens inthe fall, we will 
have 500 different films. We will have over a thousand reels of film. 


We have been spending some of our money purchasing two or. three 
or four of some of the more popular films. May times you school 
teachers have the same desire. You want to have Abraham Lincoln at a 
certain time in February, and you want to have George Washington 
Spenaes bane in February, and you want to have something else on some 
other date. 


QUESTION: Are your fiims for mature individuals, for elementary 
or high schail. pupils? ; 


MR. PETERSON: They are mostly for the Junior and senior high 
schools. We are getting more films this season that will be concern- 
ed with the intermediate grades. 


I did not mention anything about the cost of the service. 
several run on a single title base. The more convenient and econom- 
ical way to get them is by a group plan. You may get six of the film 
titles in silent films for $30. We think that is the best way. In 
addition to that, we pay the transportation one way. If it is sound 
films that you want you may get them at $40 for six. 


If you do not have a catalogue, just drop a card to us at 1206 
West Springfield, Urbana, Illinois. We are just two doors east of 
the present University High School. 


QUESTION: In what respects does the best textbook need enrich- 
ment? 


ANSWER: Your textbook seems to be adequate to meet the needs 
of the average child. So many children get so many queer conceptions 


from reading a book. They don't get the idea the author has tried 
to put across at all. 


QUESTION: What's the worst feature of the textbook in general? 


ANSWER: I think most teachers say that their children don't 
understand them. 


QUESTION: Whose fault is that, the teacher's? 
ANSWER: I think that goes right back to the reading problem. 
MR. REGAN: I believe the best method is to supplement the text- 


book by other textbooks and reading materials. The various authors 
have different means of presentation. A child learns a word from a 
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textbook and the next time he sees it, he will know how the word was 
used. The word "up" is used in seventeen different ways in one read- 
er, so I would suggest in line with the first speaker, the best meth- 
od is to supplement our textbooks with supplementary reading material 
which contains approximately the same vocabulary. 


Another thing to remember is that the reader is just one way of 
getting a thing across. We hye other sensations. A textbook should 
not be read. It should be used for reference. | 


QUESTION: Do you think it is less a textbook than it was? 
MR. REAGAN: Yes. 


QUESTION: Is it too much of a textbook? Is that a criticism 
that can be made generally? 


MR. REAGAN: I think the fault lies not so much with the books 
themselves, as with the use made of them. So often we find teachers 
whouse only one book in a course as was mentioned, whereas boys and 
girls should be taught that there is nothing a bit sacred about a 
book. After all they are written by people subject to the same human 
mental attitudes that we are. 


There is one point that hasn't been mentioned. After all, text- 
books were made to sell. In order to make them sell, they must be 
so written and constructed that they will fill a definite need and 
contribution. Otherwise it is a wasted effort on the part of the 
author. Perhaps the author is more concerned with making a favorable 
impression upon his colleagues than upon his students. He writes 
with them in mind rather than the students. In that case he should 
set up somewhere what he had in mind when he wrote it, and what 
purpose the book should serve. He may be writing strictly from his 
own point of view, and if he is, he should say so. It brings up the 
mechanics of books. The index, the preface, the introduction should 
@ll be read. They are gust as important as the other materials. 


QUESTION: Are materials to provide enrichment too expensive 
for the average public school? 


ANSWER: One might be practical minded. 


What is the use of worrying over that? It doesn't seem to me 
that that is the whole point. If it were gathered for one reason, it 
might call for one type of enrichment; if it were gathered for some 
other reason, it might call for some other type. Don't you think 
that the criticisms would then be different? I think we ought to 
appreciate the difficulty of the textbook writer because he writes 
for so many different kinds of children. The textbook writer can't 
include in his books illustrations that will appeal to all children, 
because they don't have the same a@periences. A textbook writer can't 
do that; it is impossible. Why have a basic text in any subject? 
Sometimes a book is adopted as a text. It is important to hold con- 
trol of the vocabulary in the first grade. Certainly you want to 
control vocabulary in your earliest grades. Take some four of five 
books you know of. They have to be fairly prepared, or else they 
don't do much better than any one. 
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- I think in some cases schools find it very difficult to provide 
adequate material for the enrichment program. I know one school in 
particular who had that experience, and they worked it out in this 
way: in selecting enrichment material or supplying reading material, 
they would buy for one or two grades. In other words, the whole 

grade would not be reading the same type of material at the same time. 
I think oftentimes a school does a very poor job in buying. So much 
depends upon a teacher's initiative and so many simple things can be 
used that you don't think of. For instance: you can make all your 
own collections of birds, insects, etc. You can get a very fine 
collection in a short time. 


QUESTION: I would like to know how Miss Smith had time to do 
all this? 


MISS SMITH: You can find time if you place your values in the 
actual living. I know one very busy teacher who had a knack for 
taking pictures. You can get one of these cameras for about $87,. 
box and all. She has done some of the most interesting work. She 
has taken them spring, summer, fall, and then had enlargements made. 
She had a heavy schedule, but makes the pictures herself. 


QUESTION: How can the teacher find time for enriching the 
curriculum? 


ANSWER: We have so much time. We have 24 hours a day, no mat- 
ter how we use it. The worst teachers are not in the rural schools. 
Some teachers don't have time because they work too much. A great 
many of the most earnest and willing and ambitious teachers get over 
anxious and over-active, and they shout. The first thing that they 
know the school is in an uproar. They try to work too hard. Here is 
the other teacher, the choice of any teacher's heart. She spends 
plenty of time working, she doesn't tramp on her work. She is the 
person who always has time to do things. I don't know when they do 
the work, but they do a lot of careful planning and they are given an 
opportunity to do it and they do it. That is one of the factors of 
leadership. They don't have the feeling that they are teaching school 
where a certain amount of work must be covered and the only possible 
way of doing it is to go so many pages a year. 


A number of years ago I visited several high schools in Chicago. 
In every school I visited the teacher received at the beginning of 
the school year a definite outline of lesmns for every day of that 
year. They were told in September what days and what pages they must 
give exams on. I came across one faithful teacher, careful and ser- 
ious about it all, and trying to live up to the regulations. One of 
these classes hadn't recited one class period on account of the foot- 
ball game and she was one day behind. I sensed that something was 
wrong. She felt that I was an officer of the law coming to check up 
on her. Is there anything of that sort that an elementary teacher . 
is subject to, in entering the school? Don't you think quite fre- 
quently we do not give the children as much leeway as they are en- 
titled to have? We try to do too much of the work for them, instead 
of letting them do it themselves. After all, what is the purpose of 
the school? Pupils are willing to assume reponsibility. One teacher 
has 69 enrolled in her rural school and they were as well prepared 
as any other group of students, 
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I think this might be interesting. It is from the "School at 
the Crossroads" by Graymar, pp. 124-125. 


What leisure has an adolescent who must punch the 
time clock at 8:15, snatch a sandwich and a gooey confec- 
tion at 12:10, bolting them in time to dash back to 
school that lasts most of the afternoon? What leisure 
has a youth who must hurry home or some place else from 
his last class to take a music lesson or get a haircut 
or do the family shopping or some other of the thousand 
and one things that go to make up the incessant scrambl- 
ing of our modern lives? What time has the child to 
enpy the daytime, help overburdened parents or follow 
any personal interest? Even holidays and week-ends are 
crammed full of standardized pursuits usually requiring 
spending money - ‘common experiences,' as the catch- 
phrase goes. The school child has practically no leisure 
except during vacation, when he frequently has too much, 
with no inner resources whatever to draw upon. 


"Gone are the days when children kept tremendously 
busy with self-devised occupations. Gone are the absorb- 
ing employments that needed only some old clothes out of 
the attic or odds and ends from the cellar for outlay. 
Give the average adolescent an empty Sunday afternoon 
and he roams around like a caged animal unable to content 
himself with anything." 


This is from Alexis Carrel's “Man the Unknown.” (New York, 
Harper & Brothers, 1935, pp. 121-122.) 


"Intellectual power is augmented by the habit of 
precise reasoning, the study of logic, the use of mathe- 
matical language, mental discipline and complete and 
deep observation of things. On the contrary, incomplete 
and superficial observations, a rapid succession of im- 
pressions, multiplicity of images, and lack of intellec- 
tual discipline, hinder the development of the mind. We 
know how unintelligent the children are who live ina 
crowded city, among multitudes of people and events, in 
trains and automobiles, in the confusion of the streets, 
among the absurdities of the cinemas, in schools where 
intellectual concentration is not required." 


* * & 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 9 
FINE ARTS GROUP 


SUBJECTS: <A. Materials that Enrich Instruction in the 
Fine Arts: What Are They? How Can They 
Be Used to Supplement the Textbook Effect- 
ively? 
B. The Correlation of Art and Music, 


MRS. E. ROBLIN PECK, Chairman: I hope that everyone present 
today was privileged to attend the general meeting last night because 
the same topics will be used today with emphasis on art and music 
The subjects are "Materials that Enrich Classroom Instruction in Art, 
and "'Impressionism' in Art and Music," and questions thereto. 


In Van Loon's"The Arts,” the author says, "All arts have but a 
single purpose - to contribute to the art of living; th refore they 
are closely related to each other." In the program of today the arts 
have a very definite place. Their educational value is rated by a 
vast number of students who are learning the art of living while stil? 
in school. 


I would like to introduce the speakers: Miss Velma Kitchell of 
University High School; Mr. C. V. Donovan, Associate Professor of Art, 
University of Illinois; Mr. Reginald Neal, Instructor of Art in 
Moline Seniar-High School; Miss June Cox, Teacher of Music in Sadorus. 


Mr. Neal will speak first on the subject "Materials that Enrich 
Classroom Instruction in Art," 


MATERIALS THAT ENRICH CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION IN ART 


by 
Mr. Reginald Neal 


I was not able to get down here last night from the summer 
school at Chicago. I am probably at a disadvantage for not having 
heard the material that was presented. This problem of art materials 
in high school is entirely too large to discuss fully in twenty min- 
utes, and I am going to start with a rather general discussion of 
material as it relates to the aims of general education. Then I 
shall discuss two or three ideas that have been introduced in the 
art classes at Moline that I think show probably, not so much mater- 
ials that are introduced, but the method of introduction, with a pos- 
sibility of enriching the art work. 


I think all nature as it is brought into the art department 
should be evaluated with the aims that haw been set forth by the gen- 
eral school educators. I do not need to enumerate the aims - all of 
you are familiar with the seven cardinal principles of education - 
so I will advance to the objectives that are arranged for the benefit 
of educators. In general, they include health, physical fitness, 
maintenance of good citizenship - civic, domestic, etc. - the right 
use Of leisure time, and likely the training for some vocation, or 
the beginning of training in a vocation to be carried on in higher 
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schools. 


I think as art teachers, or music teachers, we should evaluate 
any material that is brought into the class with its usefulness in 
mind. I think, unless we do this, when the next depression comes, 
the art departments will be either reduced or entirely eliminated. 

I think if we can show that the materials we are bringing to the 
classroom meet the demand set forth by the general educators, we need 
not worry about the elimination of art from the school program. I 
think we have to evaluate materials along these lines in order to 
avoid too much salesmanship on the part of various manufacturing con- 
cerns who are producing art materials. I think sometimes we are 
concerned with the things being new rather than with a possibility 

of using them in the school to meet the original aims. In other 
words, there is no particular reason for throwing colored chalk out 
of the window because somebody discovered that they could color paper 
with a piece of felt. I think we should not be misguided by the gar- 
ments these materials wear or the package which contains them. I am 
going to leave that as a general object to think about and get on to 
a@ more specific method of introducing materials. 


That is the method of the activity units. This was a program 
that I worked out last summer and put into effect last fall in one 
particular class in order to prsent material that would fit the indi- 
vidual interests of the students instead of saying that for the next 
two or three weeks we would work in clay or paint or whatever it 
might be. I might say that it was done in junior and senior classes. 
The first two semesters! work is of a more general type in which such 
things as color, line, painting, free-hand drawing, and the general 
type of work are brought forth. Then in the last two years, I put 
in these activitiy units which enable the student to bring into acti- 
vity those expressions of self necessary for a real education of the 
pupil. We have no elaborate system of correlation in the particular 
school in which I teach; so we have had the problem of correlating 
art with other subjects within a particular course. 


I think another advantage of these activity units is the fact 
that they free the child from too much teacher domination. We should 
be careful not to do too much teaching in art work. Allow at least 
& reasonable amount of student activity, so that the student may 
bring into class materials that he is particularly interested in and 
that relate to his own life, situations, and experiences. We, as 
teachers, do not always determine just what is the vital nature in 
regard to a particular student. By this activity unit I found that 
a great deal more self-material could be introduced into classroom 
instruction. 


This has not been carried very far as yet. The units that have 
been worked out are on sculpture, painting, composition, and prints 
or graphic art. In each of these fields, I worked out a series of 
mimeographed sheets which were handed to the students who were study- 
ing in that field that particular semester. The student was allow- 
ed to seloct a subject to work on in that semester, and then he was 
given this activity unit and allowed to go ahead and introduce any 
material that was particularly interesting to him in connection with 
the unit. 


In this unit on sculpture - I am going to read one or two 
things to give you an idea of how the material was introduced by the 
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interest of the student - the first page consists of a series of 
things to discover and the second page lists a number of things to 
make and experiment with. The lat page gives a rather complete list 
of books related to this material and suggestions for the unit report 
for the notebook. This is a unit of sculpture. One of the questions 
was to find out all possible about the following methods: coil method, 
slit method, etc. 


Another question which relates better to materials than the 
above one: Investigate the methods that make casting in plaster; 
casting in metal, cement and other materials; carving in steel; 
firing in a kiln. There the student is introduced to those materials 
as a means of interpretation, and after the student is interested in 
carving in steel or working in plaster we see to it that he experi- 
ments a bit. By the way, student activity is without too much dis- 
cussion, 7 


Still another question relates particularly to this subject of 
material: What common materials can you collect that would be suit- 
able for carving in a classroom? Soap, plaster, soft steels, fire 
bricks, and other things of that type were brought into the classroom 
and experimented with in connection with sculpture. 


On the second sheet there are listed sight general divisions 
from which the student can select one: clay modeling, bas reliefs, 
clay modeling in tiles, sculpture and lined drawings, etc. Then the 
last page lists books connected with sculpture and suggestions for 
the unit report. At the end of each unit the student reports to the 
other members of the class the things he has discovered for himself 
so that we have at the end a summing up of each individual's activi- 
ties in the particular unit presented to the class and ‘a bringing in 
of all kinds of material that were of interest to the particular stu- 
dent. This is given to the class for the benefit of other students 
who are working on other units. 


Each student is required to keep a notebook, and bring material 
that wlates to the particularwmit he is working on to class to put in 
the notebook. The same thing is done for painting, and all kinds of 
materials were brought into the classroom in this unit. One of the 
subjects for the student to experiment with was the use of oil paint 
on canvas paper wrapping, soil; the use of mediums such as turpentine 
and linseed oil in connection with applying the paint. We even went 
into stage craft and the connection that paint has with stage design- 
ing. In connection with the notebook a great deal of material was 
brought into the classroom by the students in the form of reproduc- 
tions. The rest of these units follow the same plan as the last two. 
The one on composition is very similar. It gives a student ten or 
fifteen suggestions for things he can experiment with as an indivi 
dual. 


In contrast to this activity unit or individual unit type of 
work, we have another method of introducing materials into the class 
room that is effective and that is group activity work. In connec- 
tion with that,our particular problem was the decoration of one of 
the walls in the cafeteria - a mural project which required a great 
deal of material, not ony from a historical stendpoint but from the 
community as the students know it and live init. While we were 
carrying on group activity, we were careful to keep the entire group 
active, and not to let one student become a leader. 
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We divided the class into three groups, four or five students in 
each group, and each group presented sketches for this particular 
wall space on the subjects of food, local industry, and local his- 
tory. In connection with this, of course, they investigated — 
all the material of historical importance around the tri-cities - 
old forts and land marks; the group working on local industry studied 
plow industry; and the group working upon foods visited dairies, 
fairs, and other produce establishments. All this community material 
was brought into the classroom. The environment is probably more im- 
portant than anything we can originate in the form of clay, paint, 
or any other material and this group activity or gmp project of the 
mural brought into the classroom all material that was found availablc 
in our community. 


I am going to close with just a few more concrete types of mater. 
ial that can be used in the classroom. In connection with these ac- 
tivity units we must have a great deal of material at hand for indiv- 
idual work. If the student is working on the subject of color we 
have books, magazines, and reference materials. We are adding to 
that all the time in history craft books. Instead of doing much 
teaching from the floor, I find it much more successful to have on 
hand a great deal of reference material like this and some form of 
mimeographed outlines on all unit projects, to present the material 
to the student as a process of investigation on his part rather than 
instruction on the teacher's part. We are presenting this little by 
little. Students make reports in a form that can be kept in the 
files. Here is a report that one student has written on Egyptian 
Sculpture. We have this material typed, turned out as a student's 
unit report, and filed. Next semester, if someone starts to investi- 
gate a little bit more, he can go to the file and, with this material 
that he previous class has left, start his investigation. It works 
out very nicely and does away with a lot of repetition. The student 
carries on from the point and does new investigating. 


I forgot to show the photograph of the mural in connection with 
that last unit. This is the material that was collected from local 
history and worked into a design that is rather strong in line. We 
did not stress academic drawing, but you can get the idea of all the 
things surrounding the town, such as the fort, Indian fight, etc. 


Back to reference material. I fail to get much expressimout of 
school arts magazine (I suppose that would be a subject for a good 
argument.) It is better equipped to display reference for grade 
school than for high school. The thing I like in it is the repro- 
duction. Each issue has large color reproductions which we cip out 
and file. Material like this is valuable. It is good material and 
the students appreciate fine art material when it is given to them. 
Then, of course, we have the design magazines. In connection with 
the study of art history and appreciation, we are building up a very 
complete file of all the reproductions we can get our hands on. It 
is very interesting to note how the students bring in material. 

Mest of the material is supplied by the students themselves. 


I notice on the program that I am supposed to discuss something 
about materials that supplement the text book teaching. I think the 
art teacher really has to find the book that supplements the art 
teaching rather than material that supplements the book. - There is no 
text book that is acceptable to every art teacher in the state. I 
have introduced one book, the Collins and Riley book on "Art 
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Appreciation" - and we use that as a textbook to supplement certain 
subjects such as sculpture, clay modeling, etc, using certain chap- . 
ters for certain subjects. In connection with that I assign one re- 
port a semester on some particular field of sculpture to each student. 
I think that is probably the only way a text book could be used in 

an art class. 


I think that is about all we have time for in the way of material 
this afternoon. We should go back to the first remark that I made, 
and evaluate all materials brought into the classroom in terms of 
whether or not it is going to make the student a better citizen, 
equip him to earn a better living when he gets out, or supply him 
with valuable material for enjoyment of leisure time. 


ee OS le 


MRS. PECK: I think Mr. Neal's talk is very fine, beCause he 
has given us the benefit of his own experience. Miss Kitchell and 
Mr. Donovan will give a demonstration, but it is to be preceeded by 
a short talk on "Impressionism in Art." Mr. Donovan. 


"IMPRESSIONISM" IN ART AND MUSIC - A DEMONSTRATION 
OF CORRELATION 


"Impressionism" in Art 


by 
C. V. Donovan 


I can see immediately that I am rather out of my own class here. 
I am terrified at the idea of a demonstration of impressionism in 
both art and music. I do not know what it means. I regret that my 
time does not permit me to stay here for a discussion. I would like . 
to ask a lot of questions and there are a lot of things I would like 
to say about high school teaching. 


It is my belief that in music school you can give your students 
an examination and if they are not prepared they cannot enter. The 
students for art come very poorly prepared. In teaching drawing to 
students for fifteen years, I do not think I have ever had more than 
two students who were prepared really to draw. They had gone through 
a large number of ambitious projects which they thought were of great 
value. I think it is important to say to a group of this sort that 
these students, while they go through projects of unquestioned value, 
had not been prepared to enter a professional course. It seems a 
bit too bad that in more than one tenth of teaching time the student 
had not been well prepared. We have high school teachers here every 
summer, none of whom are adequately trained to teach drawing. It is 
a@ severe indictment and I know that art teachers generally speak of 
professional silence. I wish that along with projects, some thought 
would be given to preparing students to know good drawing. It does 
not take more than ten minutes to present a recipe thattrains anyone, 
and it seems to me that that sort of thing should be done. I do not 
know anything about this training of high school students. I just 
know that we do not get them as well trained as we might. 


This talk of correlation of impressionism of art and music 
leaves mie with the task of ssying something that you know far better 
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than I do. Why do we have impressionism, and why do I think it came 
out of the depression? People get very well fed up with what they 
have at the present time. 


The first half of the nineteenth century in France we had art- 
ists painting in a very dull way and yet people had been thoroughly 
sold on it and liked it. We expected a lot of detail, very faithful 
reproduction, great battle scenes, great subjects in content, lots of 
rather dull color, often fine harmonies. You all know the period. 
You do not find very much color and painting in the classic style. 


Then in England came a man who found a method of producing cer- 
tain values by color. He used green; he painted green trees, green 
grass; he did not mix one green and paint the whole thing that color. 
He used many greens and was very successful. Out of that group we 
got Turner. Then Monet came along and began to produce what is known 
as impressionism. Once he sent down some work showing a model not 
fully clothed. It was all very scandalous and Monet was practically 
run off the place. But he had started a period using no reference 
to the particular details, although it would be very difficult in 
the light of the work that followed to recognize the significance of 
the rewlutionary quality that his work contained. He was a master 
of technical details - clothing, etc. -~ using great feeling. 


Immediately mthe heels of Monet and atthe same time, came many 
others whom we know much of today. He began expressing with color, 
forgetting almost completely composition, forgetting everything but 
what might be done with just color alone. They went a lot higher in 
that direction. The principle thing that they did, of course, was 
about the colors they mixed. They placed these colors together to 
get an effect of vibration. The edges waver there is no constant 
edge anywhere. We all know that, but these prece ding painters have 
been always rendering edges as they are - hard and fast. That prob- 
ably was the greatest contribution that these painters made to the 
history of painting. Details were not carefully rendered; there was 
no photographic rendering of lines. They went into that sort of 
thing very heavily. They discovered that their shadows were not 
black. Every artist felt that shadows were black. It was a differ- 
ent kind of color; it was very revolutionary indeed and was not liked 
for a long time. There was a constant adjustment of color and values 
all through the picture. 


Monet began to restore feeling for pattern with the same resist- 
ance of edge and the same feeling for color. The sort of thing that 
students might be able to get out of all this is the idea that there 
is no particular pattern; there is no certain result. The whole idea 
was one of expressing a vague or general dissatisfaction. I hope 
you will forgive my indictment of training students in high schools. 
Are there any questions? 


QUESTION: What is your impression of surrealism? 


MR. DONOVAN: I am very much amused at it as far as the aesthet- 
ic content of it is concerned. I think you would have to study each 
particular painting before you could generalize on it and I am not 
sure that anyone can't produce it. All of us are apt to have dreams 
that look strange. Anybody with any kind of imaginatio could prob- 
ably produce that sort of thing. It is a fashion - in fifteen years 
from now it will be something else. 
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QUESTION: May we have that rule for teaching high school teach- 
ers to draw? 


MR. DONOVAN: Yes, I think so. I do not know that there are 
certain formulae that have been used for a long time that are known 
to a good many people. But I've experimented with a good many for- 
mulae which can be used in teaching people to understand. It is only 
that one corner is under another corner of a square. If you know 
that you can teach almost anybody to draw. 


Are there any other questions? 


QUESTION: What effect would this formula have upon accuracy or 
upon the creative ability of students? Since you are criticizing the 
art teachers by appearing to know that students have come from places 
where so much training has been administered that they have to have 
the training jarred out of them. 


MR. DONOVAN: I think you are quite right and I would like to 
see this other training used in high schools. There is a whole lot 
wrong in the teaching of art. Students are usually taught the copy 
method, Finally they reach a degree of technical proficiency. If 
Mk ask them to create some technical drawing, they require some 

ittle technical proficiency. It seems so difficult to get away fron 
so much technicality. Itseoems that some of this technicality might 
be given to them in high school; then we can go ahead and help them 
without wasting time in teaching them what they should know. It cer- 
tainly is a just classification of most art schools that there is 
not creative work. My feeling is: how are you going to create any- 
thing when they haven't had sufficient training to do it? The one 
must precede the other, but we should have the training. 


QUESTION: I would like your opinion on this: I take just the 
opposite attitude in regard to which should come first. I think we 
should instill in the pupil a desire to create something and look at 
things in his own life. But, when he reaches that stage in which he 
desires to paint this way, he is going to find by experiments of his 
own the methods to use at that particular time. As his research 
grows, he will create enough technique along with a certain amount 
of guidance. I am just wondering which should come first, the stim- 
ulus for the creative end, or the instruction in the technical end. 


MR. DONOVAN: I have been under the same impression as Mr. Neal - 
that perhaps you confuse the child with idle standards and kill the 
creative instinct in them. If we do the right thing we build a bet- 
ter artist. Certainly you people are much concerned about high 
school student training. We know that students we meet are certainly 
pretty inadequate. I suppose it is the same old thing. One could go 
on and talk for hours and arrive at the sane opinion. Personally, I 
see no objection to training the student adequately from a technical 
standpoint. In fact I made a survey and divided those students in 
my department who wre interested in studying further in the profes- 
sional field and gave them further training, segregating them from 
the others who were not wishing to go on. 


MRS. PECK: I shall introduce the next speaker, Miss Velma 
Kitehell, Instructor in Music in the University High School. She 
will speak on the subject of "Impressionism in Music." 
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CII ~ Lecture 9 | ate 
"Impressionism" in Music 


by 
Miss Velma Kitchell 


I think I will approach this subject of impressionism in music 
by beginning back in the very early stages of the development of 
music and considering that. I do not believe Professor Donovan men- 
tioned the classical period in art and that is probably what he would 
have called it - which corresponds in exactly the same way to art as 
it does to music. We all know that the classical composer of art hac 
two characteristics, some of them following that ideal very rigidly 
as to rules and forms. They emphasized good workmanship - every 
little detail was in their compositions. The corresponding period 
in music emphasized technical perfection and also the restraint of 
all emotion. Then, as you see, art and music were most impersonal. 
They put forms and rules first. 


The next group of composers - Romanticists - had the idea that 
the Classicists were all wrong, that music was not expressing what 
it should. Their idea was that music should be used to express per- 
sonal feelings, thoughts, and emotions. They thought that music 
should paint definite life pictures. They put in their music birds, 
meadows, fairies, flowers, children, and men. They put in their 
music everything which is quite real, quite emotional,and quite per- 
sonal. They did not entirely neglect form, but they did modify it 
& great deal. If they used any of the forms of the Classicists, they 
made them very free. The Romanticists felt if they followed forms 
or rules they would be limited. It would keep them from writing what 
they felt like writing. I quite often tell my people that the Class- 
icists tried to emphasize "how" while the Romanticists seem to em- 
phasize "what," and the rules and forms were secondary to them. 


The Impressionists game along. They were different from both 
the Classic and Romantic styles. The Impressionists seemed to reject 
all conventional harmonies, all conventional rhythms, all convention- 
al melodies, all conventional forms. They did not use form; it was 
just thrown aside. At that time the idea of throwing form away was 
revolutionary. We do not think that there is anything particularly 
revolutionary about impressionistic music, but at that time it was 
considered so. The music is not intellectual at all. 


Don't you think it is rather necessary to know something about 
form to truly appreciate classical music? You can't appreciate the 
Bach Fugue if you can't appreciate form. Classical music is rather 
intellectual. The impressionistic viewpoint wasn't intellectual at 
all. In fact, the impressionists did not want to know form at all. 
The impressionist wanted to feel. wet differed from the Romanti- 
cists in that they cared nothing at all about narration in music - 
definite pictures, definite scenes. Their ideas were put in moods, 
aims, suggestions. They might have had a definite picture themselves, 
but they did not give that to us. It seems as though the impression- 
istic composer looks through a keyhole at something, just getting a 
general glance and putting it down on paper. We get the mood - no 
detail, nothing definite. I think we can discount it by dealing with 
it as subtle, intangible, incomplete, very vague. There isn't a 
single place you can put your finger on and say, "the composer is 
trying to tell us this here." We are supposed to feel beauty. 
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In one other respect the impressionistic style of writing differ: 
and that is that the Classicist style of writing had many composers; 
the Romanticist style had many composers; but there is only one true 
impressionist - DeBussy. Ravel and others belong to this style, but 
they never quite attained the ideals of DeBussy. It may be intezxst- 
ing to cosider what DeBussy did in his music to bring about this ef- 
fect of just a suggestion, just an impression, just something vague 
and intangible, etc. One thing which he used was unusual scales. 

All the canposers had used majors or minors. All of us could sing: 
one of those. Practically all music is based on majors or on minors. 
He rather strangely went back to some of the old modes used in early 
church music. These old modes make music sound quite different. He 
was rather fond of the five-tone scale.(Demonstration He was par- 
ticularly fond of the whole-tone scale.(Demonstration) That is en- 
tirely different. Doesn't that give you a feeling of incompleteness? 
If you have notever tried to sing it, I think you will be just a 
little bit interested it. It isn't natural at all. Then we can cer- 
tainly understand why his music, which is based on either of these 
scales, sounds so very unusual, so very different, from the music of 
that time. That makes his melody and his harmony sound particularly 
different. 


He likes dissonances and uses them often and in many different 
ways. All composers use some dissonances but we always feel that 
they are on the way to something and will soon arrive. DeBussy did 
not have that idea of dissonances at all. He used each one as an 
end in itself and we have such passages as this - a few chords taken 
from his"Engulfed Cathedral." This is the first one. Each one is a 
dissonance not leading to an end. It just keeps going on and on. 
DeBussy was revolting against all traditional harmonies (Demonstra- 
tion) Here is another passage which gives somewhat the same idea. 
(Demonstration) I recall one time when I was teaching high school 
students, I told them nothing about it; I just played it and then 
asked them about it. All of them had this impression, but one person 
gave a really splendid reaction. He said that it sounded to him as 
though the music were going someplace but never arrived. That is the 
feeling that most of us get. I think if we want to truly enjoy De- 
Bussy we have to forget all major and minor scales, harmonies, and 
progrossives. 


There was a music critic who attended a concert of impressionist.- 
ic compositions and about half way through he left. He was asked 
why he was leaving and he said he was going home to strike a major 
chord just as loudly as he could about twelve times. They want us to 
feel rather vague. That is one of the things which DeBussy does to 
get his feeling. 


For the most part this is not a hard and fast rule: his rhythms 
are dormant; they are quiet and inactive; they seem to lack any ani- 
mation, force or vitality, to go along very smoathly. There are 
exceptions, of course. All of them have these quiet rhythms. 


Then he uses a different type of orchestration. Perhaps we 
should call that tonal coloring because that is what it is - color- 
ing - rejection of all rules, emphasis placed on coloring. The same 
thing is very true in impressionism, DeBussy shows instrumental por- 
tions with great care. There isn't any single instrument that stands 
out; they all blend together for a nice general effect. There is 
sometimes a great deal of volume in many of his compositions, but 
for the most part his instrumentation is rather delicate. He gets 
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what he wants by rather subtle interests. He does not use trumpets, 
trombones, timpany, tuba. He uses, instead, strings and he has each 
instrument blended to every other instrument, just as the painter 
blends color. So much for orchestration. 


The final thing which DeBussy does: he is very fond of the sus- 
taining pedal. He wants lots of pedaling, but he doesn't want it 
blurred. He has worked out some very unusual effects on the lower 
register of the piano. He has, by the way, developed the possibili- 
ties of the piano as much as Chopin and Liszt. 


You are not supposed to understand this, but just to get a mood, 
a suggestion, an impression from it. If you can, notice the things 
that DeBussy does to achieve his unusual melodies - his scales, 
dissonances, his rhythms, and his pedaling effects on the piano, his 
combination of instruments in orchestration, I will close with these 
two selections from DeBussy's compositions: "Engulfed Cathedral" on 
the piano, and "Afternoon of a Faun,” an orchestration. You must 
notice his tone coloring. The latter selection is taken from 
Moliere's literary work of the same name and it is DeBussy's inter-- 
pretation of the work set to music. 


x %& ¥ 


QUESTION: Is there any accurate check of the emotional response 
in the young people to this impressionistic music? 


MISS KITCHELL: No, there is no accurate way of checking. 
Sometimes they do respond, but I am never sure if they are sincere 
or are just responding because I want them to. I find that the 
children like this sort of music better than that of Stravinsky and 
others. 


MRS. PECK: We will now use the questions given in the program 
to continue our discussion. 


"Are music and art in danger of losing their identities in a 
correlated program?" 


In answer to that I believe that if we teach art that is alive 
and real, and if we teachers will keep abreast of the times, the arts 
will march along with no fear of losing their identity in any kind 
of program. 


MR. NEAL: I was particularly interested in this last presenta- 
tion and I wonder if we could arrive at some method of correlating 
music and art in the impressionistic manner and if it would be pos- 
sible for the teachers to give their ideas to the other classes of 
students. In connection with this question of whether art will lose 
its identify, I just jotted down a few questions - I was wondering . 
if art contributes to a correlated program, if it can lose its iden- 
tity. I think we should have some definitions from the members of 
the group as to the meaning between correlation and integration. 


MISS JUNE COX: I would like to hear about the express corrd a- 
tion of music and art in your school, Miss Rose. (Miss Rose is a 
member of the audience.) 


MISS ROSE: In the first grade foundation work in rhythm, we 
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work with folk dances and rhythm bands and play over a piece of mu- 
sic with a marked rhythm. First of all, I'll ask them to listen to 
that music and say, 'What would you draw to that? If you_went to the 
board after you listened to this, what would you draw?" It is very 
remarkable how the children respond and make allsorts of figures on 
the board. As we go on up through the grades, I find that they make 
"stick figures" in connection with music. 


In our junior high school we have several assembly programs each 
year which are devoted to the conelation of music, art, and poetry. 
I find that pupils in our junior high school are very much interested 
in that type of program. When we first started it, I talked with the 
principal. We were a bit troubled about whether or not this large 
group with this type of program would go across. For the first pro- 
gram we used the "Angelus." We had a pupil from the public speaking 
Class who recited several poems about the Angelus; then one pupil 
drew a picture of the Angelus; and then the composition was presented. 
We discussed the correlation between music, art, and poetry, how the 
artist had used the subject of the Angelus for his painting, the vost 
had used it for his poem, and the composer for his composition. I 
would like to correlate music and art as much as possible. I am 
talking, of course, about the elementary grades and the junior high 
school. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: As to the correlation programs, we have 
frequently done that, but instead of using pictures that someone has 
drawn or pictures that have really been painted, we have a very large 
frame and individuals pose with them, and for music which correlates 
nicely with it. It makes a very enjoyable program with a number of 
pictures and a number of musical selections. Then we have used 
slides; poems are read and music played with them. 


In the upper grades we correlate music appreciation with art 
and some of the pictures we get are quite interesting. We also use 
slides. I was particularly interested in Mr. Neal's statement of the 
difference it makes whether one learns rhythm from music or art. 

I am afraid when people talk about music and art losing their identi- 
ty, they don't realize that after all the gentle art of living is the 
finest art of all. 


MRS. PECK: "How are high school students benefited by a correl- 
ated program?” 


MR. NEAL: In our school we don't do any of it. I think it is 
very hard to correlate subject matter because of the emphasis upon 
the individual classroan procedure. I think it is almost impossible 
to get fifty teachers in a high school together to discuss a correla- 
tion program. I would like to see it done. It is necessary to do 
it more than it is done. I haven't any experience to draw from in 
that respect. I think if any of you have attained correlation in 
high school, we would like to hear about it. There are various 
methods by which to teach correlation; one being to switch teachers 
during a certain period. We might try it once a week during certain 
subjects. It is very easy to correlate in grade school. There all 
the pupils are in front of the teacher all day, but in high school 
it is a very different matter. I have heard many different theories. 


MISS COX: I can hardly speak for correlating music and art, 
because we don't have any art in our high school. I can speak more 
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easily from a standpoint of the harms of a correlating program. It 
has been absolutely set off from the rest of the program. It has set 
off from the whole day. We have failed to satisfy principals, par- 
ents, and perhaps even ourselves that music has a place if you judge 
it from the standpoint and the objectives that have been set up for 
regular education, although I believe that it does have a place. I 
think too often our schools of music have run to having a prize band 
or glee club which spends its whole year on three numbers and after 
the children leave school they no longer have a chance to play their 
instruments and sing in the glee club and they have had music in 
high school. We furnished it, but we must train children for after- 
wards, It would be hard to get a correlated program, but I think 
we are getting more and more to it. If we can start them in high 
ae, perhaps after they are out they will go on with the correla- 
tion. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: I firmly believe that music and art 
can be correlated with other subjects. All that is necessary is that 
the art and music teachers go to sectional meetings and find out what 
they are doing in these particular subjects. What unit are they 
studying in each subject? Of course it is much easier in the grades. 
In our junior high schod, I cannot quite correlate our music with 
what they are studying in Social Findings and English. We have to 
make the effort and find out what they are doing. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: We have found that people who form 
correlation groups are doing just as well as and not better than the 
controlled groups that we have been finding in the other schools. 

The first report came in last spring. They have a section that is 
called community living. Another is called leisure time. Another 

is called vocations. Each of the schools has a definite setup. Cor- 
relation is working there. It attempts to get a versonal life situa- 
tion. We met all of these subjects in our work and that is what 
correlation can do in schools. What these schools have been able to 
do, it is possible to do. Most of the people are handicapped because 
of the traditional required subjects in high school. 


QUESTION: Where can that kind of material be found? 


ANSWER: A complete report will be made very shortly. Headquar- 
ters at the prsent time is at Ohio State University, under Professor 
Tyler. Anyone can get in touch with Professor Tyler in care of the 
University of Chicago. ) 


MRS. PECK: "What correlations may be pointed out between music 
and other subjects in the curriculum?’ 


MISS KITCHELL: We certainly do not have an ideally correlated 
program, but it seems to me that we do have quite a bit. Before I 
give any examples, in order to teach anything in music the teacher 
must bring in other material so that the students will understand 
the music. I recall that when the history class studied the overture 
of 1812, they wanted to hear the music and one student presented the 
record to them. We worked out one scheme which I put into use in 
the school. We correlated English and German classes. This last 
spring when our class studied the piano and the organ we had the 
physics teacher come down and tell us of the insides of them. We do 
not feel that either subject loses its identity. Maybe we are just 
kidding ourselves. It just seems to me that correlation exists and 
the result is of much more benefit to the child. 
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MRS. PECK: "What are the fundamental principles common to music, 
art, and literature? How may these courses be correlated?” 


ANSWER: There is a whole semester's work there at least. You 
would have form and design in these arts. Then you have a great deal 
of common ground so far as subject matter is concerned. The poet, 
artist, and musician use similar things for subject matter. The main 
difference so far as I can seis that you are simply using a differ- 
ent medium of expression. ._You are really still using a thing that 
has only different elements. That is not by any means an adequate 
answer. I think that question is a topic for a much greater study 
than we can get here. 


QUESTION: Don't you think the moving pictures have stolen the 
march on the teachers? They have taken pictures and added music to 
them. 


ANSWER: I think you are quite right in saying that. I some- 
times recognize compositions which I teach. The producers have re- 
cognized the fact that music has a great effect on the people and so 
they use the classics for their incidental music to add an effect to 
the scene. This is also brought out very strongly in the March of 
Time shorts, which are issued with incidental music. 


MRS. PECK: Are there any other questions? Then the meeting is 
adjourned. 


120 Architecture Building 
July 14, 1938 
2:00 p.m. 


All publication rights reserved by the speakers 
Reported, mimeographed, and distributed by tle 
LECTURE REPORTING SERVICE 
440 So. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois Harrison 2731 


Was 







cos ett of rime amber ei! ‘ene 
_ Der aka Pd Bd Beemo® | 





















oY .tdael te overt ‘Show Bt tod eeu Outey oe. ly pen 
fgeb Joerg a svad voy nedT Leite aeedt nt mgteed bas arot 
" \deoq' et? JSenreotios ef tetyan: totes ee tet of bayo 
‘miem adil \tedtem teetdve #02 enaitdt- bate eev netoteum 3} 15 
(/-4O2TLD 8 ites ylqmte ets voy rade pe e aso I as tet 08 ex 
tacit gatdd @ gatey [itde y¥ilsex ets poy MO LOB o. to sre. 
“etaupeba us annem vue td ton ef tad? .edaenelo dneret 20 as 
 Ybvte tadsetn down se tot ot¢od a ef. no tteenp tans” re 
voted Jog aes we 


‘of? cefoda. ev vadl : awiedian gaivor: pen sleds woe t' co MOIT ae 
oft ofan bebbe dna aeurtole Rated eved youT a gh: eds: BY 


— Sin, 






~omde Lt ited antyee te Seta he oy tup ets Loy aici r 
“S overt eteouboarg ef? ,doset I dotdw enolsteoqmood os 
o8 bas elqeey ot mo toetio tact, & ead ofeum tadd Fos? | 
of so0%to as Pron oF ot eum Istaebiont ated? ot coheed and 
0 foteM edd ab ylgnorde vrov geo digvovd osfa ef: eld? . Ven 
ote ely fosasblout fitiwv besser ors do ledw Bag: 


ais 


et gatteen edt nent tetotteoup soddo UitS etedd ot 


1+) ye 








i? 7) 
; ¥ Hap ‘i 
J He AN iv, 
y fi , it 

{ nf hol } hl te Y rH) a a. uy ‘ caer HA FI i 
if j , a hi ein 
rai f \ a | ¢: ' rf ME apa eS ei, we i) i 
bay Vay r 


(hi LY ae ga ihe Fr ee, GY ans 


“stati jBownosos 
ye tae etudiusalh bas 4 





CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 10 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION GROUP 


SUBJECT: Materials that Enrich Instruction in Health 
and Physical Education: What Are They? How 
Can They Be Used to Supplement the Textbook 
Effectively? 


MATERIALS THAT ENRICH INSTRUCTION IN THE 
FIELD OF HEALTH EDUCATION 


by 
Dr. R. C. Cook 


I feel that we all have a good deal in common this afternoon be- 
cause I see a good many of you elect to take the back seats, and in 
that, I am quite in agreement with you. I find it so convenient to 
take a back seat that it is with hesitancy that I appear before you 
today. One thing that interests me in this group is the number of 
younger people here. I really expected, in accordance with the title, 
to find the session made up of baldheads like myself. I find the 
younger group quite satisfactory. 


This recalls one of my observations. Usually when we visit a 
schod, even a rural school, we can tell almost immediately whether the 
teacher has had considerable educational work in the state university 
or teachers' college. That isn't universally true, because occasion- 
ally, I see some teacher doing a superior piec e of health work when 
she has not been trained in one of these schals. But she has an int- 
erest and knack for doing the thing that makes her work so very sat- 
isfactory. I feel a bit embarrased to find Dr. Beard here, because 
of the extreme amount of health work that he has done. I feel he has 
gone quite far in the program. The subject of health - the physical 
eduction question - as we consider that subject today and would like 
to develop it, is a problem. It has been before us for some twenty 
years, and during that time we have done all we could to develop the 
program, 


The schools have apparently taken over the administration of the 
program of health and physical education, largely because of our more 
recent viewpoint regarding the child. That is, we have given more 
consideration to the child, fitting the program to the child as far 
as we can rather than trying to fit the child to the program. We 
realize the child is a unit, an organism, going to school, and that 
learning takes place in all levels for that type of person. 


Now, regarding our objectives in education. If we review a list 
of objectives that have been posted during the first twenty years, 
we find health placed at the head of the list - at the top. But if 
we analyze the program in most schools, in terms of the time given to 
the health program and in terms of teacher and pupil effort, we find 
that the time and effort given is just about a reverse proposition 
to the importance that is implied when it is set up at the head of 
the list. A good analogy drawn up in comparison is the situation 
regarding the former King Edward. Some years ago he visited the mines 
in South Wales. "Something shall be done about it," he said. But 
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then he moved on to another country. It is much the same with us 
over the years. We say something shall be done about it. We quite 
probably move on to another area and let it go. 


How effective has been our health teaching during the past sev- 
eral years? I believe the average teacher is possibly less satisfied 
with his teaching of health work than of any other subject. Very 
many schools are still going on with the old type of program where we 
allot three periods a week of ten to fifteen minutes each to Hygiene. 
Then we assign the next ten pages in the adopted text. We are much 
prone to go ahead with the same type of program. So we find that too 
often the program is not interesting to the pupil. I think we go on 
the assumption that health is something to be interested in because 
of its importance. Your experience, I am sure, will bear out that 
well people are not interested in health and will not inconvenience 
themselves to influence their health. It-is sick people whom we can 
influence toward health. When a man or woman is sick and uncomfort- 
able, he will, in a measure, follow our advice in order to restore 
his health and get back a greater degree of comfort. 


So we should get it out of our minds that people are primarily 
interested in health. They are more interested in something else. 
Our class periods have been short; our work has been uninteresting; 
and our teacher personnel has not been well trained. 


I am not satisfied with what I have done in health work, or 
what I have been able to set up in that connection. On this point 
we are fairly well agreed: what should be set up in elementary work, 
but not high school work. I write the same people each year asking 
about their program for the year and they send back a complete pro- 
gram for the lower grades, but usually say their plans for high 
school are tentative. Next year they hope to be better organized, 
I write the next year and the answer is the same. So our progress in 
that connection has been rather slow. But what can we do to improve 
our program? 


Perhaps the first thing is to give more interest to teacher 
preparation. I feel that most of our college and university courses 
are perhaps too general to give teachers specific things to use in 
health. In chemistry we get a certain course, and a good many pupils 
do not go further in chemistry than this one course. The same thing 
might be true in physiology or psychology. We do not get down to the 
thing that would help us more in human relationship. So if the 
corse in teacher training would give the teacher a greater understand- 
ing of child development, it would be fine. 


As it 1s, the instructor merely takes the class out for about 
forty minutes and it takes on the aspect of a social afternoon. I 
believe a better plan would be for the teacher to associate with this 
group of children throughout the year, because all of our courses in 
education are attempting, if possible, to relate our work to living, 
and to personal relationship and to things of that nature. Another 
fact, too, (I would like to get this across) is that people are not 
primarily interested in health. So we should do what we can to int- 
erest children in health, and the first essence is an interested 
teacher. 


She should get vital satisfaction and hapdness out of presenting 
subjects to the pupils. I have seen teachers accomplish so much with 
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children. One of the schools I visited was attempting to do somethin 
for children's teeth. This was. in DeKalb County where most of the pu 
pils come from poor homes. The people are on relief or WPA. We 
can't do anything about it. But one teacher was outstanding because 
her pupils had 100% dental corrections. She was the happy, out-going 
type of teacher. She said, "I have 100% dental corrections this 
year. I had last year and I hope to have next year.” This shows 
Taet one teacher can do to help boys and girls to appreciate good 
health. 


The question of interest is one that we are going to have to try 
to get before the young people. We can say, "You must do this." 
Much of our teaching is based on fear - fear that you will fail or 
not pass the examinations. If we can give our information to the 
pupil and explain why he should follow our advice; if we can give 
him examinations, he will really get along quite well. The most sat- 
isfactory teacher is the one who can get the pupil to do as much work 
as possible on his own responsibility. So if we can get it across 
in an educational way, rather than as something he must learn, that 
would be fine. 


Now for a little illustration: just yesterday a young boy in a 
picnic group displayed this type of learning by speaking up when some 
older person suggested adding more ice to the iced tea. He said, © 
"That would make the drink too cold and draw the blood away from the 
digestive system and slow down digestion and ruin your health." This 
pleased the older members of the group, because it was true, and it 
pleased the boy because they respected what he said. It will surely 
be more effective to have good teaching that can be applied to living. 


Every school should have civic and health clubs and have some 
sort of study in these on health subjects. Just a little bit in re- 
view: Seneca said, "He who knows not what has gone before is always 
an infant." J wish that I could pass along to the younger ones here 
some of my experience. But mine doesn't do you any good. If they 
took it they would be real students for the next few years. William 
Lyon Phelps said this: "What you get in college or university is 
only the portico of the house of educatim that you are to build." 


I remember that in my medicine course I played a good deal. I 
took things rather easy. I think now I would be a real student if I 
had a chance to live those years over. Whether you realize it or not 
it is quite severe punishment for me to stand up before this group 
and give a talk. When I first began my practice I was of a natural 
retiring disposition and instead of forcing myself to take part in 
social activities and thus overcoming my deficiency, I hid away until 
I was forced into something. 


Don't hesitate to get before a group and talk. Don't hesitate 
to do all the reading that you can. I remember reading recently some- 
where that some one said that only one out of one hundred books are 
worth reading. It seems to me that that was several years ago and as 
there are sO many more books published now it must be doubly true 
today. 


Jefferson said, "You shouldn't read a book until it is a year 
old." I have reread books today that I read first several years ago 
and I find more meaning in this reading than I did at first. I hope 
that you are reading and carrying on research work. Later you will 
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or you won't. I have found at medical school that the best teachers 
are the older men. The older person is either the poorest or the 
best. So in your youth make up your mind which you want to be. 


I recall a situation four or five years ago. The principal in 
Saline County at Harrisburg visited the homes and knew the background 
of his students. Several years later he became county superintendent. 
Some teachers say if they visited the homes it would be too much work. 
I believe it is reducing the work, not at the very moment, but cer- 
tainly it will show the effect later. It is the same principle as 
this: that learning the multiplication table thoroughly makes arith- 
metic easier for you later. 


I hardly know the ground that I was expected to cover, but un- 
less I can give you something helpful to make use of, I feel that my 
time has not been worth while with you. For about ten years I have 
spent my time visiting schools with 500 to 3000 population to help 
them with their health programs. I am giving helpful material. 


Dr. Thomas Wood said that the health program should be quite 
completely correlated with other areas of learning. About 1925 we 
began to hear more about correlation of school health teaching throug 
the different subject matter courses. For the past four or five 
years I have been learning about integration. It is something we 
talk about much, but don't often do anything about. When we were 
taught penmanship, we were taught to use the arm muscle and most of 
us thought we had the right motion, but we did not, and we are still 
writing the old finger way. I am sure that this is true of integra- 
tion. We don't do it very well. The best illustration that I could 
give you is what we get in English courses. We get spelling, writing, 
reading, andcomposition all in one. They are all brought together 
so we do not realize it is four separate things. We could bring 
health work into the same unity. Some of the most interesting class 
recitations have been classes in general science and biology where 
they bring in health subject matters. 


This is an abstract that I made of a thesis in the teachers! 
College. He reviewed four of the common science text books, four 
books on general science, four books on biology, four on chemistry, 
and four on physics. "I found 190 pages given to foods, 106 to dis- 
eases, 73 to air and sunlight, 66 to water, 27 to cleanliness, 20 
different health measures in biology; 310 given to food, 205 to dis- 
eases, and 15 to mental hygiene; 84 to physiology and chemistry, 

78 to food, 28 to water, 21 to air, 14 to cleanliness, and so on. 
In the books on physics there were 15 pages given to eyes, 11 to air 
and sunlight, 6 to safety, 5 to diseases, 4 to water, and 3 to food.” 


As I had said, some of the most interesting sessions that I have 
attended were on health problems. They are problems of interest in 
that they can show it at school in recitations. This is more satis- 
factory than holding up a subject and saying, "This is health." 
Pupils do quite well with the materials that enrich their work in 
the health education survey today - books in biology, general science, 
newer books in chemistry. This more attractive subject matter makes 
it more interesting. 


There are ten companies that I wrote to. The National Dairy 
Council, 11 North Canal Street, Chicago, Illinois, has pamphlets and 
catalogues. They sre on sale very cheap. More subjects are milk, 
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physical fitness, an appreciation of calcium, teaching materials for 
lower grades and high school classes. From the Quaker Oats Company 
I got interesting posters for 16¢ and 17¢ apiece. Another company 
to write for material is the School Health Service, 141 West Jackson 
Boulevard, Chicago. The National Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness, 50 West 50th Street, New York City, has many different 
pictures, posters, and pamphlets. One pamphlet deals especially with 
fireworks. The posters are 8 x 11 and cost 3¢ each. They are from 
the United States Department of Labor, Children's’ Bureau, Washington, 
D.C. You can get catalogues, bulletins, posters, and other things 
interesting to teachrs such as recreational poster standards. You 
probably have some posters from the National Safety Council, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago. The American Red Cross, Washington, D.C., 
has some valuable material in its pamphlets. The subject that I am 
most interested in from the health standpoint is the physical health 
of the pupils considered from a mental hygiene angle. I am sure you 
would like the catalogue from the National Committee for Mental 
Hygiene, 50 West 50th Street, New York City. They list practically 
all the books, new and old, In mental hygiene. This is a real pam- 
phliet that we appreciated enough to buy a good many copies. It is 
'Mental Hygiene." You should buy "The Mental Hygiene in the Clas 
room.” The price is 15¢. It is prepared by the Department of Child 
Guidance, Newark, New Jersey. It is the most readable pamphlet on 
mental hygiene for the classroom that I have ever examined. 


Another subject that is getting a good deal of attention is sex 
instruction in schools. You may write the American Social Hygiene 
Association, 50 West 50th Street, New York City. Here are a few 
pamphlets provided by them: From Boy to Man, Sex Education in the 
Home, The Question of Petting (which we can do nothing about, inciden.- 
tally) Here is a formula for sexual education. All of the pamphlets 
from this Association, as I remember, are free. We shouldn't, of 
course, forget our own state department. The American Public Health 
Association, 50 West 50th Street, New York City, carries a lot of 
health material. Here are the names of some little work books for 
lower grades: "The Harder Work Books," "Health and Sex." These books 
have two parts each. They sell quite cheaply from the Harder Publish- 
ing Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 


I found out about some books from someone at the Western Reserve 
University, and with what little time I have spent on them, they ap- 
pear to be quite good books. You may write to the companies listed 
for some of these books and others you will, no doubt, find in your 
own school or public libraries. We should do more reading on mental 
health and child psychology. 






























~e 1g yy RP Ha x a ae of omsoal . . 


yot efsetretein. wetaene papery 40 Picci: Sl OB <deenet raoke} 
yitedmoD ase teleup ed mt .sgeealo foodon dutd bas sebs we 
yaeamoo tentonA J epetas: off bas ddf.,t07% step oy naiftteoroiat 203, 2 
froadoat deeW LAL ,esotvare® ddyisel Loorigd » ‘eds et Letiesam tot ed tetw.-c 
| to noitaeves? off vot wiealooG fsnofisi ed? ,egeotdd . brave! soe 
SreretIth yasm ead .ytLO aroY well Jeers Ase .FaeW 02 .ceenbal 
itiw wif skpeqae: elseb Setdamed sO. et otters bos ,eveteoq ,eemolg 
Hort ets yedT. .dose QE PROD, base {f x/8' Soe etoteoq eft .exttovett? 
,fotna tie aw weowa e' appt tad | *. todal to. trons req od sotase rik ed 
Ege tos": Tagte , ‘bas ,etegeod .enttellud ,sevgolstso te_ aso voY. 
sor -‘sMghass a: s9duog,, etic tdgetoet Be. fovea ewioaet o¢ gnideotetmt 
Asetol chy Llropyo 0’ ese tae. thnd tial edd. ry eyeteog. aoe evad pen 
9. Eran ididesd .geord bot asorton, abet: J cetee ev rtetos¥ 
ms I : janes Soekdere ofl .etofdqmeq eit a feivesam oldsulav oman @ Oe 
Ndieed Lasleydq edd ef trtoqhiate dtfaéct etd mor at ‘hetgetotnt From 
voy owezins, 1 .elgees onetgyd Ladgpm s mort bexeblenco eliava edge 
fet ee 10'T, gest tnumod Tanoltet eit kort etgodaspo eft etl i Sfuo: 
vifeotses oI Seb. yodT .ydtd xaro¥. wot |, toette asia Seow. Ge one lg 
+uoq Igot s wrt eldT:, , sholg¢d fstaem.ol .blo fag wan: vHxood ent Lf 
at g© .eelqoo ynem:-Sogy a: Yad oF riguons bedeltengay ow tant Tet ie: 
weald- odt at otetnyh fsineM’ eat" eed bivorde vot” ". dcotayl Leicem ~ 
PLO hos. Snemasqed eri. yd bowsqetd ef at OL: ek oSera pt..." SOOM: « 
no gol gang, oLdaiades, ct pn Spelt «yt $f -coaret wok Huswol . Sona IND 4; 
ie Seri OKO ‘Fore overt rt oo age aa 0 ea 0% enol . Late 
op: Bt pone re Phas. 10 ‘seb Boos” e ‘anhivea: at Sexingdohtue: toritonh Bonen te 
onoigyl { {akoo® neatremA add od bay’ Bei voY .eloodoe- mt sotstouigent 
wet o ote evoH .ydtO'atroY well , TEST AIO? teewW 02 0.438299 ek. - 
oat ot nokseovba. xe ,feM-ot You mm ye “pment vid Bebivo ete Lega 
—iobtont ,Juods gaidien ob nao ow dati) anitétet. to sbiieoup of? . om 
etoLiqmag offt. to [fA.- ,nokisoube- [atxor ac akuaroy : ‘giet etoH rLLs 
ea sy Puodie. aw 4. SOUT eve ,teduiemot I as ,oite fooeed eidt mort 
' diieeh offdys cisoLeema, ed? .dadmtaaqeh staie.avo wo tegrot , 9B TO v 
to doL s reetaiso ,¥dtO 140% ei, gi Howse ate: JeoW Oe soltatoo TR 
“o% edoad watow ofgtif emoe to seme odd: éna esok ‘ifetretem dd nay 
eHood anédt ".xe8 bua AdLesk" ",extood atcoW sabusH off”. :eebarg Tewok 
~fekidvd ebrat eck mont vlgnedts ar ae ifes yvedT .fose’ straq owt 6 “a 
gi) “OTH0 baaLlevelso “¥asqmod x , 
evirecetl nretaoW otis 2 e@noomes. ‘eet atood ettioe tuods tuo binio’ oe 
«qs yous .medt oo tneqa svedl.omte eftsit tadw. dtiw bas oleae rn 
betele celnagmoo edd of ethaw yea voY . slood bose etivup ed ot “seq 
“yoy ol bait .dduob on .iltw voy avedto fins edtoot ‘seeds to emoe a0 
fede £10 gitibaert esom ob biuode eW .eetterdtl otiduq to Looder awe | 
+ YgoLooyad bLido fxs dtleenm 


: Wa ‘oh rf Ht 
" veal vr: 





CII - Lecture 10 6- 
PRECEPTS WITHOUT PRACTICE IN HEALTH PROMOTION 


by 
Dr. J. R. Beard 


In a moment of high discernment, Leonardo Da Vinci observed that 
"The supreme misfortune is when theory outstrips performance.” Both 
sincerity and consistence demand that practice approximate precept. 
No one is satisfied with the advice of the negro preacher, who when 
Caught taking a nip by the leading member of his church and was ac- 
cused of not practicing what he preached, replied, "Do not do as I 
do, but as I say." 


In no aspect of life does man reveal so many paradoxes of indif- 
ference and interest and of neglect and precaution as in his attitude 
towards health. He ruins his health to get his wealth, then spends 
his wealth to regain his health, and in the end has neither. He 
accepts without question the dictum: 


"That love, nor honor, wealth nor power 
Can give the heart a cheerful hour, 
When health is lost," 


and then squanders his health like a drunken sailor getting rid of 
his money on shore leave. 


If he wishes to make an investment he consults the most exper- 
ienced banker in town or the best known spiritualist, but when it 
comes to health he alkalizes by radio, treats gallstones. on a tip 
from a patent medicine vendor and adopts fantastic diets with the 
devotion and expectancy of a religious fanatic. He asserts that his 
is a day of specialization - and buys hi glasses at a ten cent store. 


He speaks emphatically of being practical and of the necessity 
of dealing with facts while swallowing pink pills for pale people and 
eating spinach to be like Popeye. Thus in a scientific age noted for 
its realism, foods and drugs are bought and used, of whose composition 
and action the consumer knows nothing because he permits their compo- 
sition to be cleverly concealed to his own disadvantage. 


What a contradiction is man! He cuts corners and separates roads 
to reduce automobile accidents and sells gasoline and hard liquor in 
adjoining establishments. He weeps over the unfortunate and drops 
high explosives upon kindergartens. He asks for a million dollars foi 
the war-stricken and on the same day ships 100,000 tons of scrap iron 
to make munitions to cause more suffering to require more relief. 


When it comes to precept and practice, man is, as the satirical 
Pope has said, 


"Chaos of thought and passion, all confused; 
Still by himself abused, and disabused; 

Created half to rise and half to fall; 

The great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 
Sole judge of truth, in endless error hurled, 
The glory, jest, and the riddle of the world." 
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Practice Refutes Theory 


If it is the purpose of education to develop "a unified life, 
directed toward an objective which the person living the life consid- 
ers to be a supreme ideal," the outstanding aspects of such a char- 
acter are inevitably hygienic, mental, aesthetic, religious, and 
moral. Obviously, without the first; namely, a considerable degree 
of physical well-being, the other elements of an effective life can- 
not exist or are below the level of a self-directing and socially cor. 
tributing unit. Equally clear is the fact that the better the anaton... 
ical structure and physiological functions of an individual, the 
stronger and better the foundations upon which to develop skills and 
those concepts, beliefs, attitudes, and points of view which compose 
the fabric of a sound education. 


Consideration of the individual and of the circumstances under 
which he must live are principles of supreme importance in education 
if he is to acquire the ability to protect himself and his family anc 
to participate in and to lead worthwhile community activities. The 
mere stimulating of thinking is not enough. Thought must lead to cor. 
rect decisions which must express themselves in right conduct. The 
final test of an education is not the quality of its precepts, but 
the actions which it motivates. 


In a number of schools, the dead hand of ascetic and scholastic 
tradition still puts the stamp of inferiority upon courses for body 
development and the acquisition of knowledge and skill in the use of 
recreational facilities. Education far too often gives lip service 
to the precept of a sound mind in a sound body and in its practice 
attaches more importance to the splitting of an infinitive than the 
consumption of a well- balanced diet. Although years ago Herbert 
Spencer pointed out that "To be a good animal is the first requisite 
for success and to be a race of good animals is the first condition 
of national prosperity," getting Caesar across the Rhine or the Rubi- 
con in the right syntax is still,in certain localities, deemed of 
greater value than knowledge as how to handle the human machine in a 
complex and highly artificial environment. 


Mentioning of these facts is neither to discount the value of 
training in English nor advocacy of some educational Brutus taking a 
thrust at a scholastic Caesar. It is possible to love health more 
without loving rhetoric or Latin less. The emphasis is upon putting 
first things first and that in education as elsewhere "example is 
always more efficacious than precept,” -~ as true today, as when Samuel 
Johnson expressed this view to Boswell in a coffee-house in London. 


Health the First Concern of Education 


Reptersvceme CHOSE 0 enbup Sree 


In an admirable treatise on education we are told: 


1. "Health, the basis of both individual and social wel- 
fare, is the essence of life. 


2. "Health holds the distinction of being a good in itself 
and a means to all else. 


3. "In a political democracy the efficiency of the public 
control of health and disease is a function of the 
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entire population. No class can be ignored. It is 
the school which touches the lives of the masses and 
which must bear an increasingly large share of the 
burden of bringing health to the masses. 


4, "If the school is to make any genuine and adequate con- 
tribution to the furtherance of health, it must pro- 
vide for the formation of health habits, the impart- 
ing of health information and the development of a 
health conscience. 


5. "The moment the child enters the school effort must be 
centered on his forming desirable habits in the field 
of both personal and social hygiene. 


6. "In the school this process of habit formation will be 
greatly facilitated by providing environmental condi- 
tions that call for the desired reactions. 


7. "Habits are not enough. The men and women of the next 
generation must know that both health and disease have 
their causes, that these causes can be discovered and 
understood, and that through the application of know- 
ledge the one can be promoted and the other prevented. 


8. "But habits and information, however valuable they may 
be, are not sufficient for the task. The individual 
must be given a health conscience, he must be made to 
display a will to health, he must be encouraged to 
develop a moving sentiment for health. 


9. "The development of such a positive attitude towards 
health is possible only under the guidance of teachers 
who themselves possess it in full measure, who appre- 
ciate the significance of their work and who grasp the 
meaning of the struggle of the race for a more abundant 
physical life." 


These are fine precepts from an excellent "Principles of Educa- 
tion" published fourteen years ago. Equally significant is the fol- 
lowing excerpt on "Health Education" from the Introduction to the 
Report of the Joint Committee of the National Education Association 
and of the American Medical Association published in 1924: 


*- 

"The aims of health education are to improve the in- 
dividual and community life of the future; to insure a 
better second generation, and a still better third genera- 
tion; a healthier and fitter nation and race." 


What an inspiring definition of purpose! But what of the record! 
Present Practices 


In a recent study of the health education of 6,455 high school 
graduates, approximately 88% was from one state, it was revealed that 
only 9% of the matriculants had had hygienc, 22% physiology, 50% bio- 
logy, and 62% general science in high school. Of the 9% who had had 
hygiene, 82% had been taught by teachers giving instruction in one or 
more other subjects. Of those who had taken biology and physiology, 
42% and 62%, respectively, had been taught by part-time teachers. 
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From Table I on the board it is seen that a little less than one- 
half of the high school graduates had had biology and 42.7% had been 
taught by teachers giving instruction in some other subject. The 
amount of education in hygiene and sanitation received through biolo 
gy will vary with the teacher and the text, but only under unusual 
circumstances will it be adequate for the responsibilities of modern 
life. 


Only 1,440, or less than one-fourth of the high school graduates 
had had physiology in high school, and nearly 62% of these were 
taught by teachers who also gave instruction in one or more other 
subjects. Of all that science has to offer, knowledge of the opera- 
tion of the human machine would seem to be the most valuable and 
vital. The number of high school students had very elementary physio-- 
logy in the grammar schod, instruction comparative to Ernjish or Math- 
ematics of the grades, but far from sufficient for the finished prod- 
uct of our public schools. ; 


Where the instructor teaches several subjects, it is impossible 
to determine from a questionnaire in which one his primary interest 
lies, but as a general rule high school teachers are better prepared 
to teach English, mathematics, or history than either hygiene or phys- 
iology. Because physiology is the science of organic function, it is 
frequently taught with little anphasis upon personal hygiene, no con- 
sideration of sanitation and no discussion of the control of commun- 
icable disease. 


Of the 6,455 high school graduates studied, 4.027 or 62.39% had 
taken general science. This subject is usually a mixture of physics, 
chemistry, biology, physiology, and nutrition. As health education 
for high school pupils, 80% of whom will not go to colige, it offers 
samples of the instruction they should have in hygiene rather than 
proper training for the responsibilities they will have to assume in 
their homes and in their communities. 


Both physics and chemistry were taken in high school by from 55 
to 62% of the high schod graduates. These subjects are often taught 
by the same instructor who gives his entire time to them. In many 
high schools, students have to take a certain amount of science to 
meet the requirements for a diploma. Physics and chemistry are often 
considered as satisfying this prerequisite. It is possible, there- 
fore, for pupils to be graduated from high school without having had 
biology,hygiene, or physiology, although neither chemistry nor phys- 
ics gives them the most elementary knowledge of personal and commun- 
ity health. 


sharing Instruction in Hygiene and Allied Subjects 


Table III shows that of the 6,455 high school graduates whose 
records were studied, only 106 or 1.6% had received instruction from 
a teacher reported to be giving full time to health education, and 
only 9.2% had been taught hygiene at all in high school. Table III 
reveals that of the 490 who had taken hygiene under teachers of other 
subjects only 22 recsived their instruction in connection with biology 
and only sixteen in combination with physiology. 


That it is the practice in many high schools to draft whomever 
may be at hand to teach hygiene and sanitation is obvious from Table 
III. Of the subjects taught in secondary schools, only biology and 
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physiology can give a teacher sufficient information and background 

to teach the elements of preventive medicine. Some schools require 
very different standards of preparation for teachers of chemistry, 
physics, English, mathematics, and history than for hygiene, physiolo- 
gy,and sanitation. 


A large part of the small group of high school graduates who 
have had some instruction in health education received it from their 
teachers ih physical training, usually as occasional talks on person- 
al hygiene. Many athletic directors who are in Charge of physical 
education in high schools have had elementary courses in anatomy, 
physiology, and hygiene. If they were permitted to give their undiv- 
ided attention to health education, they should give as creditable 
instruction as many of the teachers of biology and physiology. They, 
however, haveother duties and are faced with the stern necessity of 
producing frequently winning teams or hunting for a job with which to 
support their families. Under such circumstances they are entirely 
too busy to give hygiene the attention its importance demands or to 
keep informed of the latest progress in preventive medicine and 
Sanitation. 


Qualifications of Teachers 


The standards for teaching health are no less exacting than for 
English or mathematics. They are in brief: 


1. A thorough background of the fundamental sciences of biology, 
chemistry, and physics. . 


2. Knowledge of physiology, bacteriology, psychology, sociology, 
and economics. 


3. An understanding of the principles, psychology, and philosophy 
of education. 


4. Thorough contact with the proper facilities for instruction. 


5. A fixed determination to keep up with the rapid progress and 
Changes of preventive medicine and Sanitary engineering which 
make it possible for man to control his environment and to 
adjust mimself to it. 


The curricula of many colleges and universities offer the pros- 
pective teacher of hygiene an opportunity to get the broad background 
essential to teach high school students who tomorrow will be determin- 
ing the destiny of their communities. The demands of our complex 
society preclude the drafting of the poorly prepared "Jack-of-all- 
trades to teach a subject for which he has neither the basic science 
nor special training. Doubly unfortunate is lack of preparation when 
he is to provide individuals with knowledge essential to protect them- 
selves, to safeguard their families and to function intelligently as 
citizens in the promotion of the general welfare. 


The supreme misfortune of precept without practice is well illus- 
trated in the valedictorian who read Latin with ease, spoke French 
fluently, excelled in mathematics, used superb diction, was familiar 
with history and was the best in his high school in dramatics and 
public speaking. On the day of commencement he was anxious because 
he had been educated but not taught how to live. So he went to his 
master and asked: 
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"How shall we care for our bodies? 

How shall we rear our children? 

How shall we work together? 

How shall we live with our fellowmen? 
How shall we play? 

For what ends shall we live?" 


His teacher pondered these questions and sorrow was in his heart 
for his health knowledge consisted only of a few platitudes and his 
learning touched not these things. 


* * %& 


A school nurse with four or five years training in the universi- 
ty does not have enough knowledge of bacteriology, biology, and chem- 
istry. é 


I think a school nurse could be a stopgap. The amount of work 
which she has to do is an important factor to consider when she as- 
sumes the extra load. 


Several people here doing health work in these schools would 
like to hear some practices put into use in other schools. 


MR. FOSTER KEAGLE: Harrisburg is not so big, but it seems large 
to me because it is the largest place I have ever taught. The first 
six years of teaching I coached all sports, and taught physics and 
physical education, and business arithmetic and mathematics, and then 
I had physiology classes in my hands. I could tell I wasn't getting 
very far in health teaching. A health teacher should have atthe end 
of the year something to show for his teaching. I went to Harrisburg. 
They are backward. They had never had any health instruction and no 
health essentials given in the high school. Most of the students 
are on relief or the WPA. As I said before, you don't find a boy 
interested in health unless there 1s something else he is interested 
in. I try to know these boys, and I try to find out each boy and int- 
erest him in something that he can do - especially along the line of 
physical achievement. The boys are interested in something. Some 
did not want to do anything. They are not interested in their health. 
I have been very much encouraged. We have a number of boys who work 
in doctors' homes to pay for having their tonsils out and their teeth 
cared for. It seems to me that the kids are showing an interest. I 
ado not think that you can teach without another motive. How can you 
approach a boy in good health, a boy from a good home in good physi- 
cal condition? It is a good idea to know people to get more interest. 
Give them a health project to do. 


MR. CUNNINGHAM from Lawrence County: Down in Lawrence County 
about twelve years ago, I found that if you want to get a boy or girl 
interested, you must be a leader. I was a county superintendent then. 
To arouse their interest in physical fitness, I sent word through my 
teachers to talk to them about learning to turn limber-overs and walk 
on their hands. I offered any kind of soda or sundae to any boy or 
girl in Lawrence County who could turn 15 limber~overs and walk 15 
steps on their hands. When I went to the various schools, we would 
meet in the courthouse yard where they would demonstrate their physi- 
cal fitness. By way of encouragement I sometimes demonstrated mine. 


Be SIRS ee ee 
ay Hout hans i 
y , ‘> , ni 

















































aw iflede fo 
"toves ow ede abste Saciy ot. 


uaed eld mi eawovortoe bre anotd veup exert berehnod hose ¥ 
eld bas vohutitarg wets ~ A ial ‘betetenoo tee sean ae 
hey Bate peed besa orgy ie. a 


dials 


ey 


-totovinu eff of gakiteaah easexy evrt. 10 wo't i kw onion, teeta’ 
wore bee , vgolotd {TOR ORO ROE: to ephelworml stain es, diy 


ara. to sions’ ® en = earner S oe tina eerie ‘sabia S sea beli eae 
Be otto sedi oll evn Oo bt Tod 20h butadeabigk me at ob of sen, ene 4 9, 
s : -baol sutxe ort 
bLve éidodoe. wis eg snow siren gritos enert eLaoed tanev 
een ed at ees otnt sug gears oasq emroe THEE - 


satel. mde ts dud'satd ow doit. 3 edn eraett er a ATG 
gextt oat ‘ddeves aune even [-epetg-: tedgtal | edgy ef Jf eeuaoe 
rus potent Fines. betes eaqods {fa herloson™ I- ga ldtoees ‘to a 
Hous fris ,poltegeds am ‘has otdsudtice eeadttaud ‘baw xohdeoube J Looke 
Ete eg 5 ‘nen I Ifed biuco-1; .ehead ym at eoveslo Loleye 
» Pee: oct iy ved binode tetosod ditiged A: .gritvosdd gil Gort ats 7 
code tote ov taew T .gmidosed eh 107 wore od gated omoe “20% | 
cae Basa oo et meted 2 rl sdieed ys ben Teaveet hart -¥ ai? ,baawioed ots yer 
« edrtebuds add to c@oM .foodor Agtd any mt ‘parial alnttnerae | is Lae: 
eh ie, fet S' poh soy ,oroked btas-l vA . ATW edd te Totlot go) 
| bei Be vetnt et of esfe yatdtemoe et otedd. exefay ntieed af bode oon 
ates pod dose Jvo bart of outa I bate Leyod odes woanl o3 yu 
yo en ad enofe viletooges .« of aso ed ‘tadt gcteitenmes ab moe; 
 geo8 - Jortkitt omoe. at Duseoveiat -ona.ovod wi?  .dsemevetdos Leo) 
yet locos stods al -beteetedat gyou exe yor? yar Lal yes of oF tnow son 
vvou ody ayvod to veda so evad eW  .beyemuopae Mon ytev oeed 
Higes afetlt baa vvo efLlanot wtedt gaived 10% yaq OF semom ' prtos b 
I. ,daotaint as gntwore ote shill odd Jedd om ¢ emees 31 .t0t Bed 
foxy noo wor .evitom * rotito$je dyondiw dosed aso voy Jadd beige | 
Lays boom of omonm boog s mort yod s ,dt Leer foog mat B tcf 6 at 
gAotak owom ah ot efqoeq wort os. aebt hoog 2 wr wt | 
Ce u Ob ot sbolorg sileet oi 


yrwrod sonerwad al awed ‘eanmets sonetwad mort Mi HOMTY 
igty uo yod 2 tea ot taew soy Te or brivot I hye ged i" 
ede tnebmesutiveque yIaved s Bow E . teheel 8 og te 
via sigromis brow taoe T. ,eeant lh? Inobeve nt dBboredta. 
vinv bas exevo-rodmil awd o¢ anhineed trode met ot 
1 yod yns of sahara 1 shoe to bata ys benotto 
Pl afew boo etovo+qegmtl ef awd Sivoo o 
bivow ew ,efoodoe euoiaav efs of. 
¢. wteuuia a icp rs: 






CII - Lecture 10 - 12- 


Those who qualified for the award were given the money and they 
bought their treat. Later I increased the award to a banana split 
sundae. When the price of banana splits came down to 20¢, I gave 
them a quarter or a banana split sundae and a nickel. 


We try to inject more interest in physical fitness in our com- 
mencement programs by having the students perform before the audience 
with limber-overs, pyramids, and hand-stands. You must take the lead 
and they will follow. 


MISS LOUISE ROBINSON of Chicago: I have tried for the last two 
years to develop a new program in the Chicago schools. The first two 
years students are given three hours a week of physical education con--. 
sisting of planned games and programs. The elementary schools are 
trying to start a more uniform program than before with the coopera- 
tion of the health centers who are beginning to do more health work. 
One teacher, usually a physical education teacher, is assigned to do 
all the health work, and they usually follow a health program that is 
planned for all schools. We 8180 attempt to encourage individual 
sports. Students who are not physically capable of taking this reg- 
ular work when they bring a doctor's excuse are taught physical fit- 
ness as through first-aid work. 


MR. R. O. DUNCAN, University of Illinois: Should boxing be 
taught in high school? I would like to have Dr. Beard's opinion. 


DR. BEARD: I am favorable to boxing, but as the years have gone 
by, I have become convinced that it has no place in physical educa- 
tion. Why did I become convinced when formerly I was favorable to it 
and 1 boxed in college myself for four years? If you will look into 
it, you will find that boxing causes brain lesions more frequently 
than any other kind of sport. Sometimes, as has happened twice in 
the university here, people have been killed as a direct result from 
a blow received in a boxing match. But the percentage of fatalities 
is not as high as the percentage in the major and more popular sports 
as football, but a brain lesion may be formed without being fatal. 
Sometimes they do not show up until a person is much older. 


Football is a rougher sport generally, but, in boxing the aim 
of the sport is to make direct blows over the heart or kidneys or on 
the chin. A direct blow on any of these points disables him tempor- 
arily. 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 11 
LANGUAGE ARTS AND LIBRARY GROUP 


SUBJECTS: A. Materials that Enrich Language Arts Instruc- 
tion: What Are They? How Can They Be Used 
to Supplement the Textbook Effectively? 

B, Stimulating Pupil Thinking in Language Arts. 


EFFECTIVE ENRICHMENT OF THE TEXTBOOK 
by 


Miss Vera L. Peacock 


The need for and advantages of enriching a basic text along 
broadly cultural lines have finally won general acceptance among 
educators. The days when a firm barrier separated materials consid- 
ered suitable for class from those permitted in school clubs have 
vanished and there are times when one even wonders if the erstwhile 
clubwork is not now the main sutsmnce of the class. This general 
fusion of strictly academic procedure with the machinery and interests 
of everyday life has tremendously vitalized both teaching and the 
subject material itself. It has also raised a number of problems: 


1. How much class time is to be devoted to an enrichment program? 
Is it to be added to an already crowded syllabus or is the 
syllabus to be modified to allow time for supplementary 
materials? 


2. Just where is the dividing line between materials effective 
for class work and those more desirable for club activities? 
Or is there no such division? 


3. How can we be sure that our enrichment materials really serve 
the skills, appreciations, and understandings which consti- 
tute the objectives of our courses without becoming ends in 
themselves - ends laudable enough and pleasurable certainly, 
but which may not increase appreciably the pupil's capacities? 
Enrichment materials to be effective must be within the grasp 
of the pupil. They do not all enlarge that grasp as classroom 
instruction must enlarge it if intellectual growth is to re- 
sult. 


4, Which of the available materials is a teacher to choose and 
how are they to be introduced? 


I do not presume to know the answers to thse problems but I 
should like to offer a few ideas regarding them and hope to learn 
many more from you. 


The matter of time division is probably not one that can be set- 
tled definitely for all types of schools or for all sections of the 
country. The existence of explicit syllabi or other requirements set 
up by state or city boards will be the most important factor in deter- 
mining how great a role supplementary cultural materials may play in 
any one field. For example, a state syllabus in French with definite 
requirements in grammar and in reading proficiency, backed up by state 







































wouttant adh. Gamakt dota aa “sisted a “reromcane | 
Heel of yell mad wok. Syed? ot tani 
. tyfevitoett® soodixeT ert pcs ae 7 

‘ vith Y Ree au pittatat ftavt galteivaise all 


xooanxat aHT ie TMSMELO TANASE evrronie } 
ya 


 toovsed od sto es RA, ot é 


snols dxot olead @ yatdotume to e banner wns bere Beem ¢ 

acome eonsiqoosos Lavenog mow ylfealt evad seat. leuisiuo 
-brenoo eletteism bedgaraqes telaied mrtt a denw eyed ofT 

-ovsd etulo foodoe ak bettimxsq eeodt mort esslo- 107 efdad a: 

ofidwiace eft IL exebsow move eno nedw gent? sta etedd | : 

-iseoden; etdt -.eselo ea? to conmalve alam edt won toa Bt ji 
ntaste jot, Bas viecidosm. ag diiw. exuubepow. etmebsos yMotrte ‘toa 

eis bua ynisoeed ited bestlagiv ylevobnemord tad ethi 

iemoldor td tedmua. a boatet eels vod 30 - Meagt tatae tam 3 








{ MLS QO et Scronihot ce fis od hedoveb a ot et omts anato town 
eid et ~o gudealive bebwors yhaertlp oe of bebbs- ed oF. 35 
iameaacenyy 0%: ontks woLlls oo apna od prea 


ovidootte elainodam neowed emt getth vk ase el erendw ee) f 7 

Seats tyisa os -dule we ses abelaiwnie etom seodt Dae avow eealo We 7 ae 
Saotety Lh” ove on eons ak <0 Mg 

y 7m 


av“ioe thie: ot elatxetam dnsmdotane 150 tons eme od ov meso. won . a K 
~it¢esos tlotdw egotoaasetobaw bas. .enotiatoorwdqa. .etitvte odd hed "ea 
at are gritmooed tuodtiw eeentos aso to eevisooldo eds etud Sale 
Tlaisiica eldaiweselfq bas. davone efdsbysl eine ~ eevidemadt  — ia 

Seetstosqao- e'flaugq.edt yldstoerqgs edsetronk ton. yam Moteiw gud Eu | 

qeoty edt atditw ed taum evitoette ed of sfsitetam daomdo beter my 

moreso es qesyg Jadt eopteloe ffs ton of yedT .itguq edt to | (Oy 
ot oF ef stolen tavtoeLieoat we ‘TL op tanto Farm: caer ae 


ea Hi 


fisre, secorta ot dorloned s al alslaotam oldalieva efit Yo dotaw ee 
Teowhomwat od ot Yods ots wot 


I tud ensldow emt of stowens edt wom! of aco st 
mrael od. me, bras madd aitengee: ae wet 8 ‘tet od 


~tee od mao tent eno ton Yldedors ei sotetwth wih % raszae 
aft to enottooe “tts s0% vo efLoordor to eeqyt Lfs to’ 
Joe einemottupot tedte so tdellye.o tobfqne:. , 
~“1OScH mb totost. tasdroqmt teom odd od sflkw ¢ 
ot ysl yam elatyedem- Lawwtlvo rastmem 
otiniieh diiw denetd at sudalive eset aia eee 
etads say Beslond = ante ‘pillbaon 


el 


: aeKe ee 


re et Fe f 1 Bs af adil wre Bt re Bs 





CII - Lecture ll | e- 


examinations stressing those points and including aural comprehension 
leave little class time for extraneous activities. In areas where 
such a system exists club work becomes increasingly important, for it 
is there that many of the connections between the French language and 
the student's immediate environment and interest range are made, and 
it is only there that visual aids, object teaching equipment and many 
devices of real teaching can be used to any extent. On the other 
hand, in such an area as this, where there is no state syllabus in 
French, the teacher has great freedom in adjusting his course to the 
needs of the pupils and the conditions of his particular school. 


In a school where extra-curricular activities are greatly 
stressed there may not be room for extensive foreign language club 
work. In the varied offering of athletic, musical, dramatic, and 
hobby activities, its rather restricted field may not attract a large 
number of pupils. In such &@ case enrichment material might well re- 
ceive a very important place in the classroom itself. Large schools 
usually have two well defined groups in foreign language classes, 
those who need to develop skills in the language; that is, oral and 
written expression, aural comprehension and reading ability, and 
those who profit most from a study of foreign people, their customs, 
ideas, habits of thought, peculiar contributions to civilization, and 
potential influence on our own development. In an ideal school the 
first group would either spend the larger portion of the class hour 
developing skills and would apply them for the most part in club ac- 
tivities or would embark on a course of sufficient length t permit 
the attainment of both of those objectives in the class itself. The 
second group would confine its skill development to that of reading 
ability and would devote much time to a study of the foreign civili- 
zation and its relationship to ours. Unfortunately in all but the 
largest schools the two groups must be in one type of class and the 
teacher must modify her work to suit the majority of her pupils - a 
course which truly satisfies none. 


Another factor which influences the amount of class time devoted 
to enrichment materials is the extent to which the school library 
supplements the work. In schools where each student has definite 
library periods much can be accomplished through displays and exhib- 
its worked out with the librarian. Such cooperation greatly increas- 
es the effective presentation of real aids. The librarian's knowledge 
of sources and skill in selection and arrangement of materials and 
the fact that she is interested in them mean much to the classroom 
teacher. The pupils who come in contact with these materiais in the 
library meet them under different circumstances and through the in- 
fluence of a different personality and so receive an added stimula- 
tion of interest. 


The division of materials into those suitable for class work and 
those more desirable for club activities depends on the amount of 
class time alloted to such materials. However, games requiring 
equipment more extensive than flash cards, time-consuming activities, 
and those in which the learning value is relatively small ought al- 
ways, it seems to me, to be relegated to club work. For example, 
question and answer games, spelling games, or scrambled words and 
sentences might well be a part of class work; but games of authors 
and the like, cross-word puzzles, and anagrams require more time than 
their value justifies in the classroom. Formal chorus work, the 
study of native dances, soap carving projects, and construction work 
are excellent fields for a language club, but they have no place in 
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the ordinary high school class period. On the other hand, photograph: 
maps, calendars, posters, foreign money, phonograph records, news- 
papers and magazines, and plays may all be splendid classroom mater- 
jals if they are carefully adapted to the primary aim of the class. 


This brings us to our third point, the desirability of keeping 
enrichment materials subservient to the purpose of the class rather 
than allowing them to develop into ends in themselves. We accept. 4s 
one of the first and most important duties of a teacher the establish 
ment of aim of his course and the adaptation of all materials and pro. 
cedure to that aim. That is far frombeing as simple as it sounds, 
but if the primary purpose is always in the mind of the teacher he 
will find it possible to adapt both textbook and other materials to 
it. Such a teacher will not introduce a foreign sound film simply to 
stimulate his pupils' interest. He will use the film to increase 
their aural comprehension of the language and to extend their ac- 
quaintance with foreign customs and people. He will prepare the 
class in advance by explanations of the subject presented, by a dis- 
cussion of its geographic, historical, or economic aspects,and by a 
thorough study of the dialogue and sound accompaniment. Furthermore, 
he will use the film several times stressing the different elements 
each time until the pupils are thoroughly familiar with the content 
of the picture and have comprehended fully the foreign idioms. 


One factor which needs stressing seems to be the need to teach 
enrichment materials. A teacher may cover the bulletin board with 
interesting materials, maychange them frequently, and still fail to 
use that device effectively. In the first place, that bulletin 
board may belong too patently to the teacher. The puvils will in- 
spect it more frequently if they contribute most of the exhibits and 
if they help to arrange them. But to reach all of the class, includ- 
ing those who never offer contributions to the board, the teacher 
will need to ask questions about the exhibits or base short composi- 
tions on them. If the exhibits have real informational value, as 
they should have, it is probably better to ask for three sentences 
on four or five articles than for a paragwph on just one. Many of 
the most important values of the foreign language class can be fur- 
thered by the use of the bulletin board. For example, we hope that 
our students may understand and admire the great intensity of French 
intellectual life and its real importance to the French people. News 
photographs dealing with state funerals for writers and scholars with 
the French Academy, and occasionally with anniversary celebrations or 
statues, provide opportunities to draw the students! attention to the 
role played by the great intellectuals in French public life. 


Ordinarily enrichment material cannot be just dragged in without 
first establishing some natural conection with the pupils' life. For 
example, we have been very fortunate this year at Southern Illinois 
Teachers! College in having at different times several native French 
people talk to student groups. Out of these talks, interests in 


peer econe aspects of French cultural development arose which we were 
able to continue by use of maps, books, newspapers, and other real 


aids. But the original connections were made first. Two of the 
speakers were musicians who had first captured the student enthusiasm 
in their concerts. Such things are frequently wholly out of the 
teacher's control, but he can seize them when they happen and foster 
the interests they arouse by different materials which he ought to 
have constantly at Hand. Radio programs may kindle student interest 
in a certain subject. Maude Adam's broadcast of Cyrano de Bergerac 
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last spring inspired a number of our students to read the play, and 
the excitement of our second-year reading class when part of Le Juif 
Polonais, which they were studying at the time, came unexpectedly on 
@ radio program one evening was most satisfying to us. The one who 
discovered it called the other members of the class and me and the 
next day we discussed it thoroughly and finished the book with re- 
newed interest. Commercial films often stimulate the pupils' pride 
in their ability to underst and foreign phrases and from that engender 
a new eagerness to learn more about the country. Louis Pasteur, The 
Life of Emile Zola, Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo, Sévénth Heaven, and 
Tovarich all brought eager inquiries to our classes. Walt Disney led 
o fables in general and then to those of La Fontaine. News stories, 
especially those with a romantic touch or the appeal of adventure 
interest pupils also. The story of the Windsors found its parallel 
in that of Berenice, and I am sure we never studied Racine so eager- 
ly as this last year. News stories of Devil's Island often give us a 
chance to talk over the Dreyfus case. Any such lead will go farther 
than the sudden inspiration of talking about French colonial posses- 
sions some bright morning. 


Just which enrichment materials are to be chosen for any given 
class and how they are to be introduced are again matterswhich cannot 
be established definitely for all situations, One basic rule, how- 
ever, that might well be followed, is to choose materials that fit in 
with the text and classroom procedure and to introduce them as natur- 
ally as possible. You cannot cram culture down pupils! throats. But 
wher a lesson in the text mentions the rivers of France, you can find 
those rivers on a map, discuss the regions through which they flov, 
show pictures and protographs of the cities along their banks, and 
develop any sparks of interest that you may note in the class. When 
numbers and dates come along, you can use French calendars, ask ques- 
tions each day regarding the date, and work in a great deal of infor- 
mation about anniversaries, holidays, and the like. Christmas, Eas- 
ter, and Mayday are fine occasions for learning simple songs, study- 
ing foreign holiday customs, and developing little plays or parties 
illustrating those customs. 

Of course, some texts lend themselves to illustration by supple- 
mentary material much better than others. If the reading lessons 
deal with foreign customs, geographic, historical, or social discus- 
sions, or artistic developments, it is relatively easy to introduce 
maps, postal cards, travel literature, and magazine articles. But 
teachers who use older grammars, often extremely bare of cultural 
references and with few points on which to hang such information, 
still can bring in the materials connected with the seasons of the 
year, holidays, foreign monetary systems, and references to foreign 
developments as they appear in the newspapers, newsreels, and maga- 
zines. Those things are available to every classroom and can be 
developed amazingly if one tries. 


It is almost always possible, too, to modify somewhat the appear- 
ance of a classroom in order to create a oA ied atmosphere. Pictures, 
maps, a flag, proverbs, greetings, or verses of songs written on the 
blackboard, displays on a bulletin board are all readily available 
with but little effort. These objects should be used occasionally 
in the lesson development if they are to contribute their full walue 
to the pupils. It is just as easy (and far more practical) to ask 
for the colors of the French flag as it is to teach position of adjec- 
tives of color by reference to a little white house or a little red 
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hen. And the eternal "where is” question of the first year class 
might well end once in a while in Paris or Marseilles instead of door 
or window, providing always that there is a map and a pointer within 
reach. 


Another teaching aid which requires little equipment and which 
can be introduced naturally is the singing of folk songs. The vocab- 
ulary of many of these is amazingly simple. The repetition involved 
can be utilized as a pronunciation drill. These songs are frequent- 
ly the accompaniment of dances or lend themselves to dramatizations 
which may be developed in language clubs. Records of these folk- 
songs and of other foreign music provide an excellent variation if 
time is available. They are useful only, however, if the class is 
prepared in advance to understand them and if they are used frequent- 
ly enough to become familiar. It is a rare high school pupil who 
can understand much of a foreign record unless he knows what is being 
said. : . 


Since the radio has brought opera to everyone it would seem the 
duty of the foreign language class to increase the enjoyment and un- 
derstanding of operas by sam study of their stories and music. Much 
of this will fall to the language club and will depend on the possib- 
ility of securing records and librettos and on the interest and en- 
thusiasm of the teacher. The student of French or German will enjoy 
Faust or Tristan and Isolde far more if he knows the story, is fam- 
ilfiar with the main choruses and arias and can understand at least a 
part of the words. Some schools have been able to work out definite 
programs of instruction in foreign music in cooperation with the 
music department. Every time that other departments or individuals 
consent to work with the language texcher in his enrichment program, 
the effectiveness of that program becomes tremendously increased. 
The pupils gain through contact with these other teachers and profit 
from their specialized knowledge and skills; and the teacher gains 
immensely in inspiration and encouragement. 


Fortunately, most of the teaching aids which we have mentioned 
are inexpensive or even free. Larger and more expensive devices are 
often desirable but for many schools impossible. Many projection 
and sound machines are so poor as to render films ineffective. Pupils 
are accustomed to the highly finished performance of commercial films 
and are so annoyed or amused by the inferior productions of much edu- 
cational equipment that they profit little by it. 16 mm. foreign 
films are often dark and jerky and the sound equipment may blur the 
speech so that it is incomprehensible. In cases where several commun.. 
ities can unite to provide 35 mm. equipment, better results may be 
obtained. Then old commercial films of definite educational value 
may be purchased and used frequently enough to be effective. Occas- 
ilonally school groups can persuade the local movie to show special 
pictures at odd hours. For example, the Carbondale theater gave a 
special student showing of The River for five cents admission one 
morning at 11:30. Local theaters can sometimes be rented outright 
for an afternoon or evening. That is, of course, an expensive pro-~ 
cess, and would probably require the backing of several groups. 


Radio programs can be used occasionally very effectively, but 
for most of us they will remain an extra-curricular pleasure. They 
can sometimes fit very nicely into club work, and I believe that they 
ought to be so used when possible as ought every other aspect of mod- 
ern life which has a real and natural connection with academic 
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material. If the many obvious relations between a pupil's everyday 
life and the subject content of a foreign language course are suffi- 
ciently stressed, the vital importance of language teaching in modern 
education will be more apparent to those who question it. 


STIMULATING PUPIL THINKING IN LANGUAGE ARTS CLASSES 
by 
Marie Krieg 


I am very happy to take my humble part. in this conference and 
discuss this question of stimulating pupil thinking which is the 
progress or trend in American education today, stressing as it does 
the emphasis on the reasoning function of the mind, rather than the 
memory alone, and suggesting the, blending together of fields of int- 
erest. In taking, as Professor Knight suggested, that protective 
attitude toward their subject, that will not enable it to blend with 
another closely related subject. 


For the material for these subjects, I have made up a symposium 
of practical things that are being done actually in the secondary 
field today by my friends and people in English throughout the United 
Stats as recorded principally in the English Journal. I do not have 
have much material on foreign language growth and I have decided that 
Miss Peacock is the authority on that subject. Several things which 
will stimulate student thinking are: 


1. Willingness to experiment. 


2. Pupil participation in planning class roan cooperative under- 
takings. 


3. Crusade for training of the ability to learn to read, which 
we, from time to time, have thought was merely in the realm 
of pioneer education. 


Before we decide how we shall stimulate pupil thinking, I think 
it would be worth while to raise the question of our growth in so 
doing. Some of the reasons for stimulating student thinking are: 


1. Personal development where the individual is so stimuisted 
that his interest and ability will be doubled; so that he 
won't find it necessary to secure aid of benevolent govern- 
ment or psychoanalysts, and that he will have an abundance of 
self-formed ideas that he, himself, will initiate and contin- 
ue to use. 


2. There will be an abundanceof self-reliance and self-direction - 
a process of life-long learning. 


3. Club work is effective in developing student thinking. It is 
conducive to a healthy public opinion which will make for 
improved social living in a more democratic pattern. 


Androw Carnegie, when endowing and building the famous Carnegie 
libraries, said that he was doing it in order to make democracy sound 
by making it intelligent. Edgar Johnson, before the National 
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Association of Student Affiliations, said in his Internes in Citizen. 
ship, "to close the gap between technical efficitenty and human happi- 
ness, maintaining a democracy, three qualifications must be exhibited 
by citizens: 


1. Sense of personal responsibility. | 

2. Power of intelligent and thoughtful study which involves 
tolerance of points of view of other than one's own. 

3. Ability to work with others.” | 


The equipment with which students must be outfitted is: 
lL. A sufficient knowledge of books: 


a. Fiction and reference books. 
b. Readers! Guide. 

c. Bibliographies. 

d. Grammar reference books. 


To make a modern class successful, it is necessary on the teach- 
er's part to encourage expression. The development of a class de- 
pends solely upon this formula, for without expression by the stu- 
dents, each would remain shut up in his own little shell. The suc- 
cess of the class, especially any English class, depends entirely 
upon the ability and success of the teacher to put the students men- 
tally at ease. If the subject is enjoyable to the student, he will 
naturally contribute more to the class discussion. <A teacher should 
give he students just enough of her own thoughts to make their brains 
function, 


Each individual should read many books, of all different kinds. 
Humorous books must not be overlooked. The reading should include 
the classics from O'Henry to the present day Clarence Day. Subtle 
humor, such as that of Alice Ward Shaw, and broad humor in funnies, 
cartoons, caricatures, dialect, must not be forgotten. From the pop- 
ular Scotch jokes to Amos and Andy, there is a wide range of humorous 
dialect. Then, there is the stranger and milder humor of English in 
the Flying Yorkshireman and the delicate Barrie presentations. Movie 
versions of humor, from slapstick through animated cartoons and char- 
acter portrayals, should be studied. These hwnor sketches shouls be 
viewed with these thoughts in mind: 


1. What makes us laugh? 

2. Can we see ourselves in these situations and then laugh at 
ourselves? 

3. Are the portrayals fair? 

4, Can we arrive at any standards of humor? 


Reading should also be entered into with the idea of accomplish- 
ing a practical end. We would suggest such books as, for instance: 


1. Business letter writing. 

2. Books on accounting, advertising, banking, hotel management, 
merchandising, forestry, etc. 

3. Vocational guidance. 

4, Business magazines. 

5. Model letters (actual ones used) 

6. Webster's dictionary. 

7. Roget's Thesaurus. 
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Cooperation of the school or city librarim is most effective, 
also; especially if the libraries are full of good books. Every stu- 
dent must possess the ability to read. An active worker in the N.Y.U. 
Clinic has said, "I recommend a crusading campaign to convince boards 
of education, taxpayers, and ourselves that the business of the . 
school is, as Carlyle said 100 years ago, 'to teach people to read,!" 
There are many health clinics, the world over. Why shouldn't there 
be book clinics as well? Remedial drills in mechanics of good read- 
ing should be given. They serve as a maximum stimulus for all. They 
offer competition on the same level for all, and still individual 
differences. It is wise to practice oral reading to a great extent - 
verse speaking choirs are helpful. Students should be encouraged to 
develop a neutral attitude from their reading. J. H. Robinson has 
said that a scientific mind is the sum of open-mindedness and caution. 
Discussion of the material read is a comparatively new experiment, 
based on cooperativeness. In these discussions, all worthy contribu- 
tions should be realized and encouraged. Much wisdom is accumulated 
as a result of discussions, and it offers a test in observation pow- 
ers, experience, and further acquaintance with books. It also gives 
participants the ability to differ agreeably. There is nothing more 
beneficial than a friendly "give and take" discussion. From these 
eae students should be encouraged to draw tentative conclu- 
sions. 


The teacher also plays an important role. He must create the 
interest and desire to enter into the discussions. He must advertise 
his product in much the same manner that the modern advertising agen- 
cy does. The teacher should be the guide, supervisor, consultant, 
arbitrator, (if the discussions become too heated), but he should 
never be the dictator. He must be certain that there are no "yes men' 
in his discussions. 


! 


Reading is a good medium through which to view contemporary life. 
Reading about hobbies, about installment buying in such plays as "You 
Can't Take It With you," about the slums in such books as "Dead End, " 
and about crime in "The Last Mile," are all good sources for material 
about contemporary life. Each student should ask if the pictures 
presented by these things read are true or distorted, if they were 
intended merely to present a problem or to arouse to action. They 
should decide what conditions need remedying. They should think 
about what their community could do about it, and about what they, 
themselves, could do about it. 


International issues, such as war and peace, may be studied 
through such poems as: 


1. The Battle of Blenhein. 
2. I've a Rendezvous with Death. 


Through such plays as: 
1. Journey's End. 
2. What Price Glory? 
3. Peace on Earth. 
Through such novels as: 


1. All Quiet on the Western Front. 
2. The Way Back. 
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CII - Lecture 11 9- 
Through non-fiction: 


1. Testament of Youth. 
2. Life and Death of a Spanish Town. 


For individual reading of miscellaneous books, these questions 
should be constantly kept before the reader: 


1. How is the struggle between the idealistic and realistic ex- 
emplified in characters, setting, and the incidents in Poole's 
"The Harbor," for instance? 


2. In what ways do the writings of Lamb give meaning to the 
statement, "Some of the greatest writers have been the most 
tolerant"? 


3, What social problems did Dickens attack in "Oliver Twist"? 


Suppose your group is studying Canterbury Tales. Get the stu- 
dents to imagine that they themselves are on a journey. Have them 
imagine just where they are going, what manner of transportation is 
to be used, and with whom they will travel. Let them imagine an ex- 
change of ideas with the people they encounter. Then they will be 
prepared for a study of the Canterbury Tales. 


In studying Shakespeare, don't forget that Shakespeare's plays 
were written to be acted. Julius Caesar, for example, can hold much 
more meaning for a group of freshmen if read aloud, and enacted, In 
connection, a study of ambition might be made. Consider whether the 
present conditions of life are comparable to Caesar's days. Deter- 
mine whether the present can learn from the past or not. Let each 
student decide whether he is a Brutus, a Cassius, a Mark Anthony. 


Group discussions, which stimulate student thinking, have a ten- 
dency to erase mob hysteria and sheep-like following of any leader. 
Club meetings and panel discussions are very effective. Materials 
for such discussions can be gleaned from various book findings, radio 
broadcasts, movies, controversial contemporary material, magazines, 
newspapers, etc. 


Debate encourages the student to engage in extensive research, 
to organize his thoughts, to indulge in a lot of good straight think- 
ing, and to be ready to defend his opinions, and to back them up. It 
trains students to déal with undecided issues. It gives them an in- 
sight into public affairs. It frees them from the shacklos of prop- 
aganda. It develops a healthy public opinion. 


J. Paul Leonard has said, "Wholesome living is the process of 
straight thinking. Thinking is the process of dealing with problems. 
It. is cumulative and is as varied in pattern as are the activities 

that produce it. The ‘good life' is manifested in intelligent behav- 
ior, and is a product of many activities; is made up of other elements 
than the conventional classroom exercises of reading, remembering, 

and reciting." 


Paul Witty, director of psycho-educational clinic of Northwestern 
University, said, "Today, more than ever before, intelligent partici- 
pation of young people in the process of social reconstruction is 
imperiously demanded. The truly educated individual will atm to con- 
trol and readjust environment rather than adjust himself to it." 
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Reading, discussion and debate, whether they develop the entire 
group, or even one individual, have succeeded in providing the abil- 
ity to meet new situations, new attitudes of mind, new sources of 
information, new methods of solution, and a desire to find the ans- 
wers. Whether they accomplish anything toward the stimulation of 
thought, they encourage leisure activities, vacation reading, parti- 
cipation in community life, and free the participants' minds from 
prejudice. The years to come will attest to this. 


* + *& 


MR. WILSON: Miss Krieg, I would like to challenge a point in 
your discussion. You maintain that debate should be made a course in 
the high school curriculum because of the desirable effects it has 
upon the participants. Miss Krieg, I disagree with you. As a form- 
er member of a debate team and as a teacher of debate, I certainly 
would not advocate introducing debate as a curricular course. The 
main thing in debate is proving your point and winning. It does not 
teach good sportsmanship in losing. It gives the pupils on the los- 
ing side a feeling of inferiority. 


MISS KRIEG: The main idea of debate is not to prove or disprove 
the point of discussion hence proclaiming one side winners and the 
other losers. It is, instead, to encourage the pupils to look at 
the question from both sides with open minds and to engage in researc: 
which will open new discoveries. 


QUESTION: Miss Peacock, could you give me an address to which I 
could write for some Visual Aid films to use in collaboration with 
my French classwork? ° 


MISS PEACOCK: If you will see me after the meoting I will be 
glad to give you several addresses where you can get some very good 
educational films. 


QUESTION: Is there anyone in the group who has used slides 
and found them successful? 


ANSWER: I have tried using the slides with a screen which was 
hung from the blackboard. This did not prove very successful because 
our lighting effects were inefficient and we had to pull the shades 
which did not shut out the light. 


QUESTION: I would like to have several opinions on the question 
as to whether it is necessary to use two sets of shades when using 
slides, and if it is not necessary is there anything that can be done? 


ANSWER: We have used in our school for the past year, a new 
type of screen which can be carried to any room in the building. It 
is fastened above the blackboard and is made so that the room dogs 
not have to be dark to use it. We have had very good success with 
this screen and hope we may continue to have it. 


CHAIRMAN JOSEPHINE HARRIS: I am wondering if it works better to 
show the slides to a large group of students or to show them to a 
small group; that is, do the pupils appreciate them more by seeing 
them as a class instead of a group as large as an assembly? 
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ANSWER: We have found that it is much better to show the pic- 
tures to a small group of students because it is easier to explain 
things to them and a smaller group will be much more quiet when the 
slides are being shown. 


MISS GRAHAM: There is a matter that I should like to bring up 
at this time. As chairman of the committee for the November confer- 
ence, I should like to solicit your help in planning the program. If 
you have any questions that you would like to have discussed, please 
write to me in care of the Springfield High School. If all of you 
teachers would write in the problems with which you are confronted 
and questions which you would like to have answered, we shall try to 
include them in our next conference. It seems to me that our confer- 
ence will have much more meaning and be of much more benefit if we 
can discuss pertinent problems. 


Hoke & 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 12 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL GROUP 


SUBJECTS: A. Descriptions of Guidance Programs Being 
Used in Several Junior High Schools. 
B, The Guidance Function of the Junior High 
school. 


CERTAIN FEATURES OF THE GUIDANCE PROGRAMS OF THE 
DECATUR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


by 
Dwight York 


We really have a small enough group today to talk to and with 
each other. I haven't planned a formal report for you, because I 
prefer to discuss this in an informal manner, and in that way I think 
I can be more accurate in discussing what I know about the guidance 
programs in the Decatur Junior High Schools. Some of the Decatur 
teachers are here and we are fortunate, for in case I am lost, I 
shall call on them for help. 


In the first place, I am not quite sure that we all have a very 
accurate understanding of the meaning of guidance; I am not attemptinp 
to discuss that. We shall take a chance on that. Some things I men- 
tion may not-be guidance procedures at all. I have tried to under- 
stand many of the activities of a program which in any way attempts 
help the boys and girls find and adjust themselves to the school set- 
up. 


There are four junior high schm@mls in Decatur ranging in enroll- 
ment from 500 to almost 1100. They have 7,809 students in junior 
high schools. 


I think the first thing I would like to discuss with you is the 
adjustment of the seventh graders when they enter junior high school. 
This process differs in different high schools, and I will just indi- 
cate some procedures in different schools. In one particular junior 
high school, I shall mention definite plans and methods in advance. 
for the incoming seventh graders. A member of the seventh grade class 
is sent to each of the elementary schools in that area in advance, 
inviting the 6A or graduating class to come to this junior high school 
for a visit. Plana have been made to acquaint them with the building 
and make them familiar with the school set-up. They are introduced 
to the teachers and are acquainted with the mechanical aspects of the 
junior high school. At the lunch hour they are taken to the cafeter- 
ia with the seventh graders for lunch and more instructions. They 
should be kept together as high school groups or a home room unit. 
They try to keep the same teacher with one group throughout the three 
years. It is a much closer contact, because the teacher becomes much 
better acquainted with the boys and girls and they fed much more at 
home. 


In another high school, similar plans are made. They are invitec 
in small groups where they learn customs and traditions of the school 
in advance. They are entertained by an assembly program. Everything 
is done to make them feel acquainted, because coming from sixth grade 
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rooms where they have been in school with one teacher, to changing 
classes with a different teacher every hour of the day, sometimes 
makes them feel lost when they enter a larger school unit. So much, 
then, for the orientation program. 


In another procedure which we are interested in - Library Guid- 
ance - which grew out of the discussions in an English Committee, we 
recognized the need for more information and ability to use public 
and school libraries more advantageously. They have instituted 
library guidance program meetings five or six times a semester. 
Students are taught how to bcate and use all types of reference mater-. 
jals, catalogues, readers' guides; where the materials are located on 
the shelves; and how to find them. The librarian or teacher helps 
small groups get acquainted with the plan of the library and the lo- 
cation of books. This helps boys and girls acquire a better taste 
for reading materlals in fields of interest to them. That is one as- 
pect of the plan we are trying to use to replace the plan of required 
readings under this library guidance plan, help boys and girls to sel. 
ect books they are interested in, something from which they can profi: 


The home room program, varies in different schools. I find that 
in examining some of the mimeographed outlines that they devote time 
to courtesy and various aspects of character education. They organ- 
ize a large number of student organizations and take up a great deal 
of time with routine announcements. In most cases the students con- 
duct programs under the supervision of the home room teacher. Just 
how successful these are depend upon the individual teacher, and how 
well they understand, and how much they are in sympathy with your 
thinking. I suspect we will find all degrees of success. Some 
teachers did not like home room ideas. Theirs probably lack enthus- 
ijasm. There are some attempts to help students in vocational guid- 
ance. That is because of courses in which the major types of educa- 
tion are surveyed as to professional qualifications, required type of 
service, and opportunities in those fields. On this level this will 
be a superficial sort of thing. This helps them find information in 
‘certain fields. In other cases groups meet with other classes at 
intervals of several weeks. They hear discussions by business men 
in certain fields. They give special reports on particular fields, 
Keep notebooks, and so on. 


So far as I know there is no definite organization or set-up to 
be carefully followed as to vocational guidance. In the matter of 
counseling, one of the junior high schools has a young lady who is the 
Dean of Girls, and who attempts to have conferences with the majority 
of girls, not only those who are failing in subjects or failing to 
adjust themselves to the situation, but also with outstanding students 
who have certain talents along certain lines. This particular dean 
of girls also plans carefully the home room programs or makes sug- 
gestive outlines for home room teachers. In another junior high 
school is a dean of girls who deals with the girls. Neither of these 
does a great deal of work in educational guidance. 


In the matter of educational guidance, most of them have a defi- 
nite plan. A particular individual meets with all the students in the 
junior high school at certain intervals to discuss not only the elec- 
tives that are offered but also the curriculum offered in the senior 
high school. In one of the junior high schools there is an attempt 
to conduct a group guidance plan. A certain teacher meets with all 
students once a week, discussing problems of educational and vocationa- 
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guidance with them. Last year, we organized a guidance committee 
which is composed of one representative from each of the secondary 
schools to study guidance programs. They told each other what they 
were trying to do in the schools. 


We hope in the next year or so to become much more familiar and 
to justify our time and effort. In the matter we have just consider- 
ed there is a vital part for guidance programs. Not much more has 
been done yet. If I were to suggest some of the weak points on guid- 
ance programs, among them would be the fact that the educational guid. 
ance program, where it is sponsored and handled by one individual, is 
weak. He could not possibly know and understand all the boys and 
girls. That is, a great deal of advice would be arbitrary. Another 
weakness is the fact that we are not familiar enough with parents and 
home conditions to know their education and background. 


Another weakness, I should think, would be the failure to pro- 
vide a program of exploratory courses in the junior high school, 
Another weakness is in regard to home roa programs. I am afraid, 
as they are planned, they do not accomplish very much, and of course, 
the activities and clubs as mentioned earlier, form avery important 
part of this work and are closely related to it. 


I wonder sometimes, just how much guidance we are really offer- 
ing in certain groups where boys and girls are forced to participate 
in them. Very few records are kept in school. The attempt to have 
individual conferences with boys and girls, particularly where the 
responsibility rests with one individual, is bound to fail, and we 
know that this problem is going to be one where all teachers must 
participate. People responsible for promoting this work must get 
cooperation from all teachers. 


I think, Mr. Chairman, that is all the time I will take now, 
but I am willing to answer questions later. 


DESCRILTION OF THE GUIDANCE PROGRAM OF THE JOLIET 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


by 
Paul Mapes 


Dwight York said a great many things that seem to appy to Joliet 
schools, too. We have many things the same. Perhaps a thorough check 
would show cooperation and coordination in our progras all the way 
through, and universality in the use of testing material. Reports 
that have been made show the same thing. 


I am going to cover Joliet with particular emphasis on guidance 
and personnel. Perhaps for more interest in my definition of guidance 
you can go back. Our guidance program started with the superintenden' 
of the school. He believes that the guidance comes from the personne. 
of that school. He checks the personality of his teachers very care- 
fully, and he checks them for their training in activities as well as 
in the field they teach. This is very important. He also considers 
placing teachers in the field. We have four high school buildings 
in Joliet. He gives his information to the principal of the central 
one. [ 
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This principal of the central high school sets the tone for the 
guidance program. If you have a principal who has learned coopera- 
tion, he will be of help. I will say that this plan is capable of 
Carrying out a certain type of guidance. This principal sets down the 
personality of the teacher and influences him in carrying out this 
work; sometimes it is followed through and the teacher takes care of 
a home room. The supervisor comes in here, too. In this way you 
find just what can be done in that capacity. Sometimes we are fort- 
unate enough to have the teacher fmiliar with other duties. We find 
in Joliet that in this case the supervisor may take less responsibil- 
ity. We find this type of operation from the central office of the 
high school to be much improved. 


The nurses who operate from the central office form an important 
part of the health and educational program. I will point out the 
health, civic, vocational, and health educational programs' high 
points. 


I have read the results from the White House 6th Yearbook and I 
am trying to give somewhat a comparison to these five different types 
of guidance throughout the program. The new students-to-be come to 
the junior high school and spend half a day. Four spend a week div- 
ided between twenty different buildings. Teachers and principals co- 

operate on the guidance program. The attendance officer forms an 
important link between the school and the home. 


It is through the efforts of one capable woman who makes these 
contacts that we are showing some progress. We do not use the case 
method to follow up. We try to direct the efforts of the students 
toward a vocational angle. We investigate their character and per- 
sonality and try to help and further their interest. 


Joliet has plenty of equipment. We have a gymnasium and an aud- 
itorium. One school there has the combined gymnasium and auditorium. 
An assembly program represents one form of general cooperation. 

Piano and radios are costly equipment but through the effort of the 
school board we have those available now. 


The curriculum in some cases is varied. The ability of the 
individual varies so greatly that the program is allowed to be given 
a push on one side and a pull on the other to make up for that abil- 
ity. In this way the programs attempt to take care of the problem. 


One of my teachers helps with the art course and music. Boys 
must take manual training and girls must take domestic science. We 
have a plan whereby the girls who are interested may spend some time 
in the manual arts class, and the boys, in turn, are taking time for 
learning to cook in the domestic science classes. I believe that 
this comes under the head of educational guidance. Some of the cours- 
es cover specific health questions and deal with civic education, 
history, etc. Extra curricular activities offer a wide choice. 


Joliet compares well with the study of activities made by Mr. 
Rug of Denver, Colorado. His survey covers 100 schools. A type of 
civic cooperatim is successful in the general school. One school 
used a program whereby the students are made responsible for taking 
care of the bulletins, charts, and shelves of the library. In ano- 
ther case the school boy works on the motors in the manual training 
room. Our parent organization has grown because of the work we have 
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put on it and we now consider it an important part of the extra- 
curricular activities. 


Along with our other activities we make considerable use of the 
radio and music in our plan. In one plan we have the library located 
in the home room; that particular teacher is responsible for it and 
for the training of the students who take care of it. The sports 
club has a great deal of activity throughout the school year. Guid- 
ance is evinced in the athletic program. We made a plan as an out- 
growth of the English club and it was carried out very successfully 
this past year. Some of the materials used for the dramatics club 
are made by the manual training club, thus giving them an outlet, too. 
If one is observant, he finds a great deal of intermingling of the 
clubs in this manner and it gives each of them a more specific 
purpose, 


One of our major successes is the boys who go into the foods or 
domestic science club. Naturally, we have had other ideas on clubs 
and they have thrived for a while and then dropped out. 


Promotional guidance is another point. I would advocate annual 
promotion. I believe that the mid-semester promotion is a rather weak 
idea. However, to date this is among our unsolved problems, because 
we continue to follow the old system, even though some of us think 
a change would be an improvement. 


Another place where I believe Joliet is a little weak is in the 
high percentage of failures in each clas, The thing that worries me 
is that we can find no apparent solution for this problem. I think, 
on the whole, Joliet has taken care of her alloted problems very well, 
but of course, she can still make improvements. 


One fine thing that we have is health guidance. We have separ-~ 
ate rooms for students who are undernourished. They have periods in 
which to stop and rest, are given milk to drink, and are under the 
supervision of a nurse. We have a tubercular room, too, that is open- 
air. The convalescent tubercular students are taught in this roon. 

It is under the supervision of a nurse, too, and the teachers are very 
capable along these necessary lines. 


Perhaps a laziness room seems a little peculiar, but we have 
some that amount to just about that. This plan seems to be working 


out. 


We have a guidance program to cover the students who are rather 
immature physically for their grade intelligence. They usually are 
rather studious by nature and haven't developed physically very much. 
They are frequently too young to make friends rapidly and this tends 
to drive them back to the solace of their books. We have, in many 
cases, held them back on purpose in order that they may be with other 
students of their own age with whom they can associate ina natural 
friendly manner. This seems to be somewhat unfair, but we find that 
in the end it has worked out for the best. 


Students vary in their previous training when they enter junior 
high school. The number of them who have had no guidance training 
previous to their entering the junior high school is tremendous. It 
varies from 14% to as high as 43%. 
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The closer our association with the home, the more successful we 
are in being able to understand the pupil. We have developed the 
parent-teacher, the parent-teacher-principal, the parent-teacher- 
principal-child conferences in an attempt to adjust these home mis- 
understandings. These groups meet and talk things over. Frequently 
in this manner the misunderstandings can be adjusted satisfactorily. 


I believe the big reason that we have to make more adjustments 
with the students here is that they are coming to a school where the 
set up is entirely different. They have to become used to going from 
room to room and changing teachers with each subject, instead of 
staying in one room all day with one teacher. 


Here are six important points: 


1. Coordination. Working together is very important. We must 
have coordination between the teacher and pupil to get the 
best results. As I mentioned previously, it is sometimes 
necessary to have coordination between the home group and the 
school group. 


The instructors should be trained in guidance. I realize 
that most guidance programs in practice today are theoretical 
in set-up, but the more training the teacher has the more 
smoothly things will work. 


ae) 
° 


3. Make use of what colleges are going to require of a student; 
emphasize those things now. Before 1930 very little thought 
was given to adjustment. One way to facilitate adjustment is 
to have occasional conferences, working out the difficult 
problems together. 


4, Not every child has received any guidance previous to his en- 
tering junior high school, and a great deal may be done along 
that line. 


5. We can't overemphasize making more adequate records and keep- 
ing them available. Of course, the majority of students don't 
need these records, and perhaps it isn't worth while in their 
cases, but for other students, a record is very much to be de- 
sired. This makes up for the trouble of keeping more or less 
useless records for all. So make more adequate records. The 
individual information that we need just isn't in the records 
that we have at present. 


6. Give a program that offers a test for intelligence. Take care 
of this test and all case study information on individuals 
who are problems. 


This covers the things I had in mind and I will be very glad to 
answer any questions later. 


a eae 


MR. A. H. LAUCHNER, Chairman: "1. What phases of guidance should 
be attempted in the Junior High School?" 


MR. A. W. WOOD: I did not even wear a coat, because I thought I 
should only need to sit in my seat. I specially want to offer my 
agreement upon what has been said. 
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As to what phases of guidance should be attempted in junior high 
school, and what are the various phases thatican be included in guid- 
ance, one man spoke of guidance in school in relation to seven other 
kinds. I expect no two will agree on what should be done. There are 
a great many things that could be included in guidance. What various 
phases of guidance should a junior high school include? What can be 
included in guidance? I should like to have opinions on that point 
if anybody has them. I have another question to ask that we must 
consider, I think. Are we in danger of going too far in doing things 
for the children? 


I might be thrown out when I mention a thing like that. I still 
think that we go too far in doing things for the children. We are 
trying to take over too much education. We see the children with bad, 
slovenly habits and we think they should be corrected. We shall have 
to add guidance in their community life wherever necessary. Are we 
in danger of going too far? I am aware that where home visits have 
been practiced they have made an improvement. Home visits that have 
been made before the trouble arose are frequently of no value after- 
wards. Sometimes it is difficult to know whether it would be wiser 
to take over the situation or to let them do it themselves. In the 
long run, the answer would be guidance. 


We have a special hospital. We have taken over the state hospit- 
al. At present we are working very hard on the child guidance curri- 
culum in Moline. The staff is made of psychologists, psychistrists, 
and social workers. Other things to help the children are the curri- 
Culum workings of the parent-teacher associations. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: The curriculum, if properly set up, can 
take care of guidance. We do something along that line in our school. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: How far a school can go is a school 
problem. Go into the homes if necessary. I think it is a basic prob- 
lem of the schools and that the teachers shouldn't allot it to any 
other agency. The job is ours to take care of. 


MR. YORK: I think that we should all agree as to what guidance 
is, and what it should be. It seems to me that guidance can be any- 
thing. What is the difference between guidance and a program of edu- 
cation? Guidance is something we talk about in our schools and we 
cannot omit from any ordinary school program. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: We all talk about all these things and 
we blindly attempt to do something and strike something that is being 
done in many schools. Wouldn't it be better if, instead of following 
every trail, we stopped to do just one thing and do it well? 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: We have meetings among parents, and we 
are very much interested in Mr. York's point of view, and we are int- 
erested in a program concerning boys and girls. A lot has been done, 
A proper curriculum set up is an aid to guidance. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: The attitude of the parents is as wide 
as we can find. 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: A curriculum, if properly set up, can 
take care of guidance. We do something along that line in our school. 
This seems to me to be mainly an adjustment process and a problem of 


".,foodod wo mt omih tedd anole gatddemoe ob 


‘int tolevt of bedqmette ed Sfuorde eonebhirg Yo eeeed vi ot of ens 
mi) > Earg ith Sebufont ed mao tert sonar. G90. ee tite ede o8 tedv Sas ,foortos — 


one etedT. ee: ed biuoda pp 10 somHs iit. owt om doeqxe IT. ebm 
aohrev Jet, .eomahiug at Sebylont ed 9 dadd- egotdd yosm teeny) 
ad aso dadW' Sebufient Loofos dg ld totag) 6 ae eoneblog to segedg 
tntog dad? no enodatae evad ot extl -biuode I foonabtuy ak Sebul 
os ty = a 53, yniea % sbyaab. at ow * eo gy ne 
agntas galob tat ap 2 beac. ey ot on poe t ,tebter 


Lftste I. ,Sede ear gettiis s doksiene / ‘ned. "Sit0 chorus i + 
ets oW .netbitds edd tol egeisd antob mt tet oot Of 8 
Sed cd iw methLtdo edt “coe oW-..nots¢eoube coum ood weve salad or 
ovad tt aah a boeteerros od bleeds Yodd anidy ew bane etidad vir 
ew etA ..YYseeeced tevetedw elit ytoymmoo thedd. at. ecssies a 
Saat sdtaty enon . etonw tats oxvays ts I. fest cos gatiy “to 
evel tend atfety. engl “.dnomevoltgnh ‘ne ebam eved yods. Be 
-tetts sulaev ‘on to.. eitnoupert. @is saots efduwoed erkt stoted 7 
sentw ed’ bivew dL Herds eriw woot ot tlvolttio @f tt aamit emoe - 
ens mt ‘ eovioamens tt ob medt tel ot so notiandte.. ‘efit sev0 @ 

; i < _ earabtog: od bluow ovens edit rts 





































a 


; 
‘igsonr ¢ geste edt ‘tev i adbiat ved ew sLpo tdeod- ‘tabeea’ 8 evedl « 
~ LO ‘Sonat ba Hfirlo, oft no bred ytev gnisitoy ete. ew taeeerd 3 
od atade Lefoy ey Leaded inde aah to, shea el Riate oft _,ontioM ait 
q ae ‘oe atthe rodto _ aie TOW rec 


nad .qu tes ylrodord “Ff sar fsepido eit » SOMNROUA eae’ * aa 
-foodoe suo Ri entl Jedd smitens pola anes, ‘oR a ee: “20 Schl 


Ioorloe 2 2f o@ meso foodéa. b t4%: wok . : OMBIQVA ‘EBT HO oe 
dey otesd s ot ti wantdd I . tiaadeven tt gemod edd otnt oD .mok 
ya ot Sf tolis J abloody pradossd eft dadd boa eloodon eng.’ 
{ato ot8o exat oF ea. ot ad edit ° Vortegs | 


¢ 


sonnbing dtadw ot es seme [ie Bbivorte ow ‘Sartd “Menbatd ¥ :ANOY a 
~yue od moo eonsbluy dedt om of emoeoe 2] wed bluode tf dadvw . 
-uhe To mersotq a bas Ponabinya neovied Qonete TTL eds et JacdwW- 
ew Dris eLoorioe so ak tuods dLat ew yatdsemoe af sonsbhliud on ; 

+ STO fooros y tenho uae mort témo 


bie egatdd oeedt Ile sroda whet [fa oW :MOMRIGUA SuT 40 a 
.anted ef tadt. patdtomoe of itte bos goidtemoe ob oF tgmotia ylbmiid 
aitwolLot to baedant ,IL tedted ed Fr t'abIvoW .efoordsa yaam on 0B 

“flew $L 0b bite inal Oto tesxt(, oh og beqaosa ew eel | reve 


ov bas .e¢neteg ariome esniteon eved- OW : ROMATCU A. THT %O AREMGM 
-tat ote ow bre ,wotv to dnlog e'aiwY .m™ ol bedeototat oxm tov @ 
.,e05 neod ead gol A .elata Oaa eyod gninteoago ges ote r vag | 
sorsbigg OF bis ne ed Pk diy mad olbrns : 


hiw ep el “edaoneg ent to ‘ebud tito. oat 2M OMETQUA ae m0 aH 





nao .qu ver ylteqonq at  aacibbilalan’ a gon ne 0 ma C 


‘ und: 


to moldouw A bas geeooong Some aL Ae, ao. Yaka C 


CII ~ Lecture 12 8. 


school work that should be solved in the curriculum set up - one that 
gives the children an opportunity to grow. A principal in Iowa from 
the University High School gave a lecture on curriculum when his sub- 
ject on the program was "Guidance." He said that it was all the same 
thing. I do not believe that our attitude toward guidance is as wide 
as it should be. 


MRS. BERYL I. HESS: Our group in the University High School is 
& group that in any other school could not exist. That is not a 
normal set-up. They are sub-freshmen, and are pupils who were promot. 
ed because of their excellent intelligence, and are far above normal. 
They come from homes of doctors, professors, lawyers, and university 
instructors. They have many advantages socially, too. I have a ten- 
dency to be very practical; I do not believe in discussing things 
that cannot be put into practice in the school room. 


What courses are of special importance in guidance? Every course 
and every teacher is important. If I were to select a teaGher it 
would be one who uses personality to deal with the children of that 
age. In my own experience I have to deal with practice teachers from 
the University of Illinois. Just this past semester there were two 
teachers of very different personality who dealt with my students. 
One teacher, Miss A, had a record of not such outstanding grades in 
her work in the university. But to make up for this - and, not al- 
ways having her practice assignments so well in hand - she took a 
great deal of interest in the pupils. She let them know that she was 
interested in what they were saying, oven when they brought up some- 
thing that was not directly associated with the day's assignment. 

The other teacher, Miss B, had made excellent grades in the universi- 
ty. She always had her assignment letter perfect. But she was not 
one bit interested in the pupils' recitation. Frequently she was 
looking at her book figuring the next assignment or the next question 
she was going to ask. The pupils reacted to this indifference. Some. 
times they would come to me and say they hoped Miss B wasn't going to 
teach them today. So when the time came for me to grade these teach- 
ers, I had to give the poorer student the better grade because I 

felt that the personality and interest were enough superior to de- 
serve it. We must select teachers and subjects that make the pupils 


happy. 


I found that it is important with children of this age to doa 
little towards guidance in the study hall. You see, they are not old 
enough to know how to study, and their interest is not centered on one 
thing for a very long time. So, instead of grading papers as. the 
teachers who deal with older pupils are able to do, I went around 
the hall trying to help this pupil or that pupil take an interest in 
his work. 


A good teacher should be a good counselor. Frequently we are 
able to judge the student without having a case history to go over. 
No record need be kept for this student. On the other hand, a good 
record or case history is a great deal of help for other students. 
Another requisite of a good teacher is that she be able to interpret 
a record. All that is important. 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 13 


PRACTICAL ARTS GROUP 
ustria rts 


SUBJECTS: A. Guidance Opportunities in the Practical 
Arts Program, 
B. Federal Aid for Vocational Education. 


DESCRIPTION OF GUIDANCE PROGRAM BEING USED IN THE 
CHAMPAIGN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE 
TO THE PRACTICAL ARTS PROGRAM 


by 
C. W. Allison 


In our school we believe in guidance but we have had no funds 
allotted to carry on the program. Of course this is not unusual, 
for many schools must do the job without special help in personnel or 
equipment. But perhaps this fact may have some advantages for it 
leaves the job to the class-room teachers, who may be better fitted 
to guide individuals than is a counselor who has no other contacts 
with these children. 


I shall give you an outline of our guidance activities in actual 
practice. I. do not agree with the last speaker on last night's pro- 
gram for our whole set-up is based on the idea that the teacher 
is the person who is in a position to do the most effective guidance. 


However, it is necessary to spend some time in making the teach- 
ers "guidance conscious." <Any educative improvement must start with 
the teacher's present situation. The ordinary teacher is likely to 
be somewhat narrow in his views - perhaps even in a rut of his field 
of endeavor. In our High School faculty meetings, we gradually over- 
came this defect by discussing the various fields represented in our 
school and having each department explain just what it was attempting 
to do. Then we took up several projects that could be worked out 
together. Interdepartmental meetings followed and helped each to be- 
come acquainted with the entire work of the school. As a sense of 
"togetherness" developed in a group they soon realized that one of 
their common problems was guidance. So their efforts were concentrat. 
ed in this field and a project worked out which they found worth 
publishing. 

(Blue prints - Exhibit Guidance 
Chart 


These charts and other materials are used in home-room meetings for 
group guidance. We have also a cumulative record which gives the 
home-room teacher a history of the child who remains in her advisory 
group during his whole school career. We encourage teachers to visit 
the homes and employers of their advisees to learn more about their 
needs. 


We soon decided that this personnel work of the homeroom teacher 
was not sufficient for complete guidance, so each class-room teacher 
worked out a guidance unit for each class. For example, in English 
we have such activities as: 
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CII - Lecture 13 O- 
A. Class discussion. 


1. Occupational opportunities in Champaign. 
2. Matters to be considered in judging a vocation. 


B. Each pupil prepares outline of problem he needs to consider 
in connection with the vocation which he has tentatively 
chosen. 


i?) 


Reading vocational materials in theschool library for the 
purpose of gaining information about the tentatively chosen 
profession. 


D. Class period spent in mock employment agency activities. 
Some outsider comes into class to interview students about 
jobs they may hope to get. 


E. Report from each student concerning an interview with someone 
acquainted with the vocation in which he is interested. 


F, Students interview representatives of various occupations to 
discover the need for effective English in each field. 


G. Discussion of relation between high school English courses 
and the English courses offered at the University. 


H. Movies and slides, giving occupational information. 


In the unit on Drama, attention is called to the occupational 
possibilities of the stage as shown in: 


1. The great actors. 4, Electrical effects. 
2. Costume designing. 5. Play directing. 
3. Stage settings. 


Attention is also @lled to the fact that our journalists are 

masters of English literature by means of newspaper and magazine 
clippings brought to the teacher desk showing the use of quantities 
from Shakespeare and items mentioning former and contemporary writers. 
The connections between the study of English Literature and Classical 
Music is also brought out by the teacher. Class discussions of radio 
programs which "tie-up" with English literature, travel in England and 
America as a background for all literature appreciation. Its values 
to the private secretary, for contacts other than in the business 
world with educated people, for club papers, for a better understand 
ing of human nature and its application to life. Another English 
teacher pools from the individual reading of the class members, some 
basic conclusions as to what values make for social and personal well- 
jing or satisfaction and those which result in social injustices or un- 
happiness for human beings. Class discussions reveal which values 

are basic and which ones are not. Also through a comparison of 
foreign novels and short stories with American ones, this teacher 
broadens the pupil's vision by showing them that many of Ufe's prob- 
lems are fundamentally the same the world over. Reports on various 
t@ics, such as the Technique of Interviewing, Fiction, Fictio Motion 
Pictures, and the Talkies, Radio Writing, Germinating Ideas, etc.,are 
given individually by the students. In addition this teacher carries 
on an extensive Library project, in requiring each student to examine 
and criticize related topics from Writers! Market for 1936. This is 
very complete and has proven of value to the students. 
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CII - Lecture 13 3- 


In the Newswriting classes the vocational unit in the field of 
Journalism is tied in with the study of the informative interview, 
local people who are doing certain things in this community, or who 
are excellent sources of information on certain journalistic vocations 
are interviewed. For example, the following topics and the following 
people were interviewed: 


1. Reporting Professor 0. C. Leiter, School of 
Journalism, University of Illinois. 
2. News Photography Joe Blessman, News-Gazette Photograph- 
er. 
- The Country Weekly Mr. Flynn, School of Journalism. 
- Sports Writing Eddie Jacquin, Sports Editor, News 
Gazette. 
5. Publicity Joe Wright, Publicity Director, 
University of Illinois. 
6. Trade Journals Dr. B. Dickinson; School of Journal- 
ism. 
7. Field of Advertising Mr. H. Stewart, Advertising Teacher 


Champaign High School. 


8. Foreign Correspondent Prof. R. R. Barlow, School of Journ- 
alism. 


Women in Journalism Miss Frances Myers, University Editor, 
News Gazette. 


\O 


10. Opportunities in Print- Mr. R. E. Worsham, Teacher of Print- 
ing ing, Champaign High School. 


11. Feature Writing Mr. Jelinek, Practice Teacher. 


12. Government Service and 
Journalism. Mr. Smith, Practice Teacher. 


13. Teaching of Journalism Miss Erickson, Practice Teacher. 


Two students are assigned to each individual mentioned and are 
asked to write a joint interview, the idea being that one student 
will supplement the other, that is, what one student forgets, the 
other will remember. Later on the interviews are read in class and 
criticized by the fellow students for content and style of writing. 


I have given you a sample of the guidance units used in our, 
English classes. When you realize that all other classes have similar 
guidance units you know that our students are getting considerable 
information. 


Mey I say that nowhere in our program do we try to tell any child 
what he should do. We furnish enough information that he may intelli- 
gently compare his own qualifications with the educational and occupa- 
tional opportunities available. We agree with the National Vocational 
Guidance Association that "freedom of choice is his inherent right and 
is as important for his development as equalfty of opportunity. 
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CII - Lecture 13 Me 


Two or three times each month we bring outside speakers to our 
Auditorium to talk on the vocations of their choice. We furnish a 
mimeographed guide for these talks so that the gpaker will cover both 
the advantages and disadvantages as well as give the other needed in- 
formation. Our local Kiwanis Club is very cooperative in Boe us 
to obtain well-qualified speakers. 


We do not ask all students to attend these talks, but allow any 
who are interested to go. We have from 300 to 700 attending each 
talk. 


Our home-room teachers list the particular vocational interests 
of all Seniors each year. During the second semester we arrange 
for them to have conferences with leaders in these various occupat- 
ions. 


Where there is interest on the part of a group of students we 
arrange visits to observethe activities carried on in certain occup- 
ations such as carpentry and dairy manufacturing. 


Perhaps our lack of funds for guidance work handicaps us most in 
placement of our students. 


We do considerable placement through the office of the principal 
and the office of our vocational director, both in part-time jobs for 
students and jobs for graduates. Here again the luncheon clubs help 
us as does our High School parent teachers' association. However, 

I feel that this work is important enough to require the full time 
of one person. 


Another factor which contributes to our guidance set-up is the 
flexibility of our curriculum. We are constantly changing our offer- 
ings in an attempt to better meet the needs of youth. We do not al- 
ways wait for authoritative confirmation of the best course to pur- 
sue; but feel that experimentation is necessary on our part. We find 
that very often the active interests of students are very closely 
related to their needs. 


Two examples are a class in Social Relations for boys and a class 
in house-building for the building trades group. Both classes were 
organized because of expressed interest on the part of the boys and 
apparent needs of our community. 


I have spent this much time on our educational set-up because 
I believe that guidance is a part of education and its successful 
practic depends in a large measure upon the school's philosophy of 
education. 


Now that you have our general guidance scheme, I believe it 
will be easy for you to see its application in our practical arts 
work. We give exploratory courses in our seventh and eighth grade 
Classes of eight weeks in each shop. Here the pupil has a chance to 
become acquainted with some of the materials and processes of several 
occupations which are prominent in our community. Actual experience 
is a better teacher than books in showing him what the worker in each 
occupation does and what he does it with. 


In the ninth and tenth grades, we offer industrial arts subjects 
which serve as try-out courses. Here the youth sees a difference in 
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the character of work done in mechanical occupations as compared with 
that in other fields. He gets information concerning the whole field 
related to the particular subject; such as personal qualities desir- 

able, preparation needed, working conditions, distribution, probable 

wages, etc. 


For those in the eleventh and twelfth year classes who wish to 
get training in the skills of a certain shop we offer vocational work. 
In our Industrial Arts classes we attempt to develop an active int- 
erest in industrial life, including methods of production and distri- 
bution. We consider the source of raw materials as well as its 
working qualities, durability, and adaptability. 


We do not build small models in our shops, but the real usable 
article wherever possible. We believe that this is better for the 
morale of the student. Nor do we allow the instructor to take the 
easier way and do the more difficult operations for the student. We 
endeavor to put the student "on his own" to develop self-reliance. 


We try to employ teachers who havelad actual experience on the . 
job as well as schal training. We want them to keep up with develop- 
ments in their fields - in fact, we hope they may find summer jobs 
occasionally in their chosen work. And we expect them to work and 
thus set a wholesome example for students who have already seen too 
much lack of energy displayed by some adult workers. 


Of course, shop teachers need considerable help to reach the 
standards which we are demanding. We employ a full-time director who 
provides such aid. Each teacher in this department also provides a 
guidance unit in each class. Here is an outline used in Auto 
Mechanics, for a study in that field: 


Guidance Units - Auto Mechanics 


Possibilities for Auto Mechanics: ; 
Helpers - Mechanics - Foremen - Machinists ~ Shop owners. 


Other vocations to which Auto Mechanics may lead. 
Vocations involved in the automotive field. 
Opportunities in other industries. 
Wages in the automotive field and other trades. 
Trends in transportation. 
Cost of merchandise 
Quantity of production: 
Effect upon cost. 
Result of new types of machines. 
Effect upon labor. 
Financing plans. 
Education demanded. 
Value of training. 
Character. 
Cooperation. 


I believe that the Practical Arts classes can make a very import- 
ant contribution in guidance. They are more closely tied up with oc- 
cupations so the teachers are more familiar with the whole problem of 
industry. As Prof. Lynn told us in that wonderful address last even- 
ing, "Children learn best by doing." Creative work does arouse int- 
erest and I believe that the child's interest must be aroused before 
we can be successful. 
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN FEDERAL AID FOR 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 


by 
QO. A. Bell 


Our American system of vocational education is more intersting 
today than when the Smith-Hughes Act was passed in 1917 or when the 
vocational movement had its first meager inception just prior to the 
turn of the 19th century. This statement is based upon the fact 
that vocational education is no longer on the defensive. It has at 
last come to be an accepted functional part of the modern progressive 
school system dedicated to American democracy in practice as well as 
in theory. 


Surveying the two main contemporary scenes we observe a transi- 
tional character in the shift toward vocational policies in education. 
The traditional school curriculum had failed to funttion effectively 
in the daily lives of most American citizens, lagging far behind 
world progress, human needs and common practices. This condition 
called for a change in our American school system. 


The vocational movement in the latter part of the 19th century 
only reached the threshold of real effective vocational education. 
Practical training on the farm and in the home had not yet broken 
down and was still sufficiently effective to meet the needs of the 
day. There was also a plentiful supply of skilled labor coming into 
our country from abroad, which offset the break-down of the early 
American apprenticeship system. For these reasons the needs were not 
great enough to intensify or aceelerate the vocational movement. As 
a result the movement was almost completely absorbed by general edu- 
cation functioning only as a new approach in more effectively accom- 
plishing the objectives of general education. 


The vocational movement was not dead nor was it so completely 
absorbed by general education that it could not further identify it- 
self. The ground work was only being prepared during the intervening 
years for the next step in the vocational movement taken. in 1917 with 
the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act. New life and vigor greatly ac- 
celerated the movement. Today vocational education is on a new thresh 
old almost ready to assume the greater portion of general education's 
responsibility of preparing for practical American living. 


The Smith-Hughes Act was passed as a direct result of a congres- 
sional committee report in 1917. After two years' study and investi- 
gation it was found that only 1% of those gainfully employed were 
adequately trained for their jobs, or had an opportunity to receive 
training to improve their knowledge and skills for the work in which 
they were engaged. The national welfare was at stake. There was great 
national need that factory, farm, and home practices become more pro- 
ficient with greater abilities and skills refie¢eted in their products. 
As a result the Smith-Hughes Act was passed for the primary purpose 
of granting additional reward for effort in establishing and conduct- 
ing vocational education programs throughout the states of the nation 
in the field of "agriculture," "trade and industrial education," 
and "home economics." 
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After two fruitful decades vocational education has passed 
another milestone in the pasmge of the George-Deen act by the Seventy 
fourth Congress. Additional funds provided for in this act arg great- 
ly encouraging and further developing vocational training in the 
three established fields of "Agriculture," "Home Economics,” and 
"Trade and Industrial Education." In addition,this act provides for 
developing a fourth field to include the distributive trades or occu- 
pations. With training provided for in this new field of service, 
the complete economic cycle of production, distribution, and con- 
sumption may now profit from e well-balanced vocational education 
program. With this it is a most heartening prediction for the lead- 
ers and advocates of vocational education to estimate how quickly the 
next mile will be traversed, 


In the rapid growth of vocational education there are signifi-- 
cant trends and developments. These trends are sure to directly af- 
fect the future course and effectiveness of vocational education. 

For this wason it is highly impoatant that we know what these trends 
and developments are, and definitely understand their underlying ob- 
jectives. The foregoing review of the past growth and development 

of vocational education has been given in order that we may more thor- 
oughly comprehend these present day trends and developments in voca- 
tional work. 


The rapid growth of enrollment in each of the vocational service 
fields, and in the number of vocational schools during the last four 
years is a very significant developmental trend of vocational educa- 
tion. During this time enrollment increased approximately 200%. 

The applications from additional schools for vocational work next 
year is greater than ever before. Established vocational schools are 
planning considerable expansion to meet rapidly increasing enrollment 
demands. The dynamic force of the vocational education movement is 
manifested by these increasing interests and demands. 


Another very interesting and important development in vocational 
education is the definite trmd to place greater emphasis on the adult 
program through the part-time and evening schools. The part-time pro- 
gram is trying to reach a greater number of young out-of-school adults, 
particularly those unemployed and those with little or no particular 
vocational training. More effort is also being made to reach 4 great- 
er number of older adults through the evening school, giving them 
training supplementary to their daily employment. These reasons for 
emphasis on adult education are obvious when we look about and see the 
great shift and turn-over in occupational employment. Pre-training, 
re-training, and in-service-training of adult workers for new and 
changing occupations is becoming an increasing responsibility of the 
part-time and evening school programs. Unless the public school as- 
sumes his responsibility, which is definitely an educational function, 
some other agency will of necessity take over and perform this task 
of adult education. We, as school men and school women, should take 
stock of the consequences if through our indifference we let this 
educational function be shifted from the school to some other govern- 
mental agency. 


There is some increasing intersst in parent education, making 
the yeational classes a center for family life education. Each mem- 
ber of the family may profit from the all-day, part-time, or evening 
school in either Homemaking, Agriculture, Distributive Occupations of 
Trade and Industrial classes in their own local school. 
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There is an increasing tendeney to extend the yearly employment 
period of vocational teachers, many being extended to a twelve 
months period. Greater emphasis is being placed on in-service 
teacher- raining through extensimn work during the school year as 
well as during the summer. There is less compartmentalization in 
vocational education and a trend toward more integrated programs 
in each service field. 


There is a tendency for more vocational men, who understand the 
underlying philosophy and principles of both vocational education and 
general education, to enter the field of school administration. 


There are definite developments in agricultural education which 
are certain to produce significant and lasting results. 


1. There is a tendency to focus attention on managerial and 
business problems instead of problems of production in part- 


time classes for out-of-school youth. 


2. In evening school classes for adults established in farming, 
there is a tendency to center attention around problems of 


marketing farm products, farm management and cooperative 
activities. : 


3. In the instruction for the all day,part-time and evening 
classes, there is a tendency to include a discussion of: 


(a) The purposes of emergency organizations set up for the 
assistance of farmers and the services rendered by these 
organizations. 


(b) Agricultural education as a continuous process, encourag- 
ing farmers to go to school even though they are, or may 
be established in farming. 


(c) Aid and assistance to agriculture graduates in becoming 
established in farming. 


4, Supervised farm practice programs are being stron@y encouraged 
as a participating nucleus for agricultural education and as 
a more effective and transitional method of establishment in 
farming. 


5. Reimbursement for travel of agriculture teachers is being 
given as added reward to encourage more supervision and int- 
erest in real effective supervised farm practice programs, 


6. More attention is being given to practice teaching for pros- 
pective teachers. 


7. There is additional trends toward continuation school programs 
for former students who want to continue their general educa- 
tion beyond where they left off in dropping out of school. 


8. Considerable attention is being given to curriculum revision 
with trends away from vertically arranged compartmentalization 
toward a horizortal integrated arrangement, cutting across the 
entire subject matter field, calling the courses Agriculture 
Ly deg cee) and IV, 
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9. 


10. 


ll. 


le. 


LD's 


14. 


More attention is being given to organization, arrangement, 
and filing of teaching materials. 


Greater interest is being given to the study of and analysis 
of the occupational status of former agriculture students. 
The effectiveness and any weaknesses of the agricultural 
program is determined in this way before making needed chang- 
es or alterations. 


More attention is being given to supervision of agriculture 
teachers, especially the beginning teachers and teachers who 
are changing to new jobs. 


Livestock marketing schools are growing in number for the pur- 
pose of giving instruction in both theory and practice of 
marketing livestock. 


Strong emphasis is being given to a "rounded" program for 
vocational agriculture students, which will include the whole 
farm picture for each boy. 


Attention is being given to establishment possibilities in 
farming and placement opportunities in allied agricultural 
occupations. 


There are new developments in Trade and Industrial education 
which indicate present and future trends in this service field of 
vocational education, 


re 


Since the depression there is a substantial increase in en- 
rollment in Trade and Industrial classes, except for the part- 
time general continuation type of classes which have been de- 
creasing. This decrease is as it should be, resulting from 
more effective compulsory school attendance laws and raising 
the beginning age of employment. It is significant that more 
than one-half of those enrolled in all types of Trade and 
Industrial classes were employed in a specific trade or occup- 
ation and were returning to school for instruction supplement- 
ary to their daily employment. Many were seeking additional 
information on new developments in their trade. 


Many new courses have been organized and added for the upgrad- 
ing and training of craftsmen in new trades for the install- 
ing and servicing of modern conveniences and mechanical devel- 


opments. 


Standards of training are being raised in an attempt to turn 
out better qualified Trade and Industrial workers. 


Considerable attention is being given to training for public 
service occupations which are non-clerical, such as police 
work, fire fighting, public sanitation, etc., for State and 
local governmental agencies. 


An increasing number of new vocational school buildings and 
additions are being erected for the advancement of vocational 


education. 
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7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 


a i 
12. 


Bole 


The apprentice type of training program is being expanded at 
present. 


Greater emphasis is being given to developing related and 
technical information, especially for the indentured trades. 


Greater use is being made of advisory councils and committees 
made up of both emplqers and employees in order to facilitate 
more harmonious vocational programs. 


There is increased emphasis in the use of coordinators in 
bringing about a greater interest and participation on the 
part of employees and employers in the development and opera- 
tion of vocational programs. 


More attention is being given to Trade and Industrial pro- 
grams for women engaged in the handicraft trades or industries 


Vocational training courses in the handicrafts are increasing. 


Communities are being encouraged to more carefully survey 
their needs in setting up vocational training programs. 


There are a pronounced emphasis and trends in the placement 
and follow-up of vocational students in their employment. One 
of the purposes of the follow-up in employment is to deter- 
mine the effectiveness of the vocational education program. 


Among the new developments in Homemaking education, several are 
being emphasized and given special attention. Following are some of 
the more recent trends and developments: 


1. 


There has been a gradual change in the content of courses in 
Home Economics. This is indicated by the change in terminolo- 
gy; the terms cooking and sewing have been discarded, and in 
their place we have Homemaking I, II, and III. Family Life 
Education is still a better and newer term. Emphasis is no 
longer placed on the skills or mechanics of housekeeping 
alone, but also on social and economic aspects of home and 
family life. Consumer education, child development, family 
social relationships, housing, personality development, and 
personal grooming are being taught now as well as foods and 
Clothing. 


With the increase in federal aid home economic education has 


been developed not only by increasing the number of schools 


directly aided but also by improving the educational programs 
in home and family life. In 1936-37 there were 223 fully ap- 
proved day schools and 16 evening and part time centers. 
During 1938, 37 out of 79 schools applying were approved, 
making a total of 260 full time day schools and 18 evening 
schools. At the present time (July, 1938) there are 70 school’ 
applying for the coming year. 


One of the fundamental characteristics of a vocational program 
in homemaking is that it meets the needs of all age groups in 
a community. Thus, plans provide for the development of 
Classes for out-of-school youths and adults as well as for 


day school groups. 
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4, In some communities short unit courses in homemaking are be- 
ing organized for older boys and girls who have left school, 


5. One of the chief trends in Home Economics Education is the 
increasing interest in classes for boys. Twenty-three high 
schools in Illinois had such classes this past year. Some 
schools called their classes Social Arts for Boys, some Home 
Economics for Boys, Family Social Relationships, etc. All 
plans show a great variety of possibilities in relation to 
content, method, time, and organization of the construction. 
This points to the need for experimentation to find what will 
meet the homemaking needs and interests of young men of that 
particular community. 


6. Recognizing that the home affords many learning experiences, 
home practice and home projects are prescribed as an essen- 
tial part of home economics courses. In order to tie this 
closely to the school work, school administrators are encour- 
aged to arrange schedules so that the teachers may have time 
within the school day to confer with pupils on homework. 
There is also an increasing tendency to provide further for 
supervising home projects through the employment of teachers 
for two weeks or two months beyond the regular school year. 
This is strongly recommended as part of the day school progran 


7. The need for having teachers make home and community contacts 
is fully recognized and we are taking advantage of the provi- 
sion in the George-Deen Act which makes the payment of travel 
expense of teachers in the performance of duty. 


8. The program of pre-employment and in-service training of home 
economics teachers is being strengthened. 


9. Service through supervision to non-reimbursed schools as well 
as to those receiving financial assistance has been given, 
and attempts are made to draw teachers of non-vocational 
schools to all vocational conferences, meetings, etc. Cooper- 
ation of teachers, with extension leaders within their commun- 
ity is being urged as a step forward. Thus everyone works 
together toward a well rounded program, for "Better Everyday 
Living" in that community. 


In the distributive occupations plans of organization are being 
formulated and put into practice on a state wide basis. This is a 
comparatively new field of vocational education designed to train 
those engaged in distributive or wholesale selling service. The im- 
portance of providing continuation and extension training for those 
engaged in this field is obvious when we stop to realize that one out 
of every seven in Illinois is engaged in these distributive occupa- 
tions. Further need for this type of training is evident from the 
fact that only about 10% of those who enter these occupations have any 
special training and less than 10% of those who enter into distribu- 
tive fields of business actually succeed. The creo | of failures 
may be attributed to personal incompetence resulting almost completely 
from a lack of training. 


It is a small wonder then that extensive plans are being made to 
develop a comprehensive educational program in distributive occupation: 
al subjects. 
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For further information regarding distributive training possibil. 
ities, you may read a comprehensive explanation from the school-man's 
standpoint in the January issue of the Illinois Press Bulletin. 
Another article written for the business man may be found in the July 
issue of the Illinois Journal of Commerce. Sometime soon a bulletin 
giving full information may be obtained from the office of vocational 
education. For further assistance a supervisor from the State office 
will give personal help, to the extent that his time will allow, in 
organizing, starting and carrying on a program in any community in 
cooperation with the local school administration. 


This distributive program should be an opportunity for the school 
to gain greater favor and support from the leaderg in the community, 
who are largely business men, by extending to them this new vocation- 
al training service. From the other vocational services in "Agricul- 
ture,” "Homemaking," and "Trade and Industrial Education,” the entire 
school program has been gaining considerable favor and support; and 
from the new developments which I have just mentioned greater suc- 
cesses and greater public support are sure to come. 


% * * 


CHAIRMAN A. F. DODGE: It would be interesting to consider first 
what Mr. Allison has said in regard to relations in practical arts 
courses. I wonder, Mr. Morrison, if you have anything to add? 


MR. MORRISON: We start them right in from the first with guid- 
ance lessons. The sophomore works out a program for the year. Some 
of the teachers find their groups want to do something else. There 
are enough subjects so that each home room finds something valuable 
to work on. The juniors have another setup and the seniors have 
still another. 


QUESTION: Do you have clubs? 
MR. MORRISON: We have a great many clubs. 


CHAIRMAN: Mr. Allison, you speak about needs. How do you know 
what he needs are? 


MR. ALLISON: We would give a very extensive survey of the com- 
munity. We want to be able to do it. We hope through some outside 
agency to be able to put that over. We do try to study the natures 
of the community. 


Interest is one of the main factors. If you don't have interest, 
there isn't much result. 


QUESTION: Is that his interest or is it that af the teacher? 


ANSWER: We want to get the student's interest, not his dad's 
interest, or his teacher's interest. 


QUESTION: Do you find that the student's interest changes 
through the years? 


ANSWER: We are glad to have them change. They do. We try to 
help him out as much as we can. We try to gve him as much practical 
work as we can. 
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Many of our students work in the department stores down town. 
There is the retail class which we installed. The students work three 
hours each afternoon. We find that they are better than the clerks. 
When they go into the store, they like to get to work. They jump up 
and show you things, ask if they might wait on you. It is rather 
embarrassing sometimes, but it is wholesome for the older clerks. 


QUESTION: Do you have the librarian? Does she have a very great 
supply of material for guidance, along different lines? 


ANSWER: Our library was enlarged. I think that was another good 
point. I am sold on the idea of guidance as I have expressed it here . 
to do what you can. Let the teacher do it for you. You may not have 
& full time librarian; but some English teacher can be part-time 
librarian. The whole thing depends upon the teacher and so many 
times the progressive teacher has to do a lot of extra work and has > 
to have a lot of extra training. 


QUESTION: What can we do in the field of guidance in our small 
schools where we have inexperienced teachers? 


ANSWER: I have always had the feeling that a new teacher coming 
into the system should have had, or usually had training in guidance. 
I think those inexperienced in training are a detriment rather than a 
help. 


ANEWER: I suppose we are rather choosey, but we do train a few 
beginning teachers. We would like to have experienced teachers. 


COMMENT: You don't compare a teacher to a sales person. 


COMMENT: There is something to that. That is why we take the 
new courses. We get that through practice teachers. We have from 
thirty to sixty each semester. They juat have initiative freshness. 
I don't think our teachers resent their coming over. They know they 
rave new ideas and are glad to have them. 


QUESTION: I suppose it isn't a very good point to bring out, 
but if a teacher came to you and asked whether to take a job during 
the summer or to go to summer school, what would be your opinion? 


ANSWER: I advise them to go to the University if I felt that 
they would get the most benefit. I think you had in mind educating 
some other way than going to school. I think that some of our girls 
could profit more by waiting tables and becoming accustomed to ways 
and means than by being a student of social problems. I may be 
wrong in that. I know this: I am not a prophet or an authority. We 
are just experimenting, but I am given some of the ideas we have in 
mind. 


QUESTION: Have you made any provisions for teachers' having a 
longer period with their students in order to become better acquaint- 
ed with them? 


ANSWER: There is one period of the day in which they meet their 
students for that purpose only. They have time for that, although we 
save one period a week through the year to supply the needs for every- 
one. One reason is that the home room teacher is really the super- 
visor and knows them pretty well. 
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QUESTION: I would like to ask Mr. Allison about leadership. 
Just what do you do about getting leadership? Do you permit the stu- 
dent to encourage leadership? , 


MR. ALLISON: I think the teacher will try to meet the needs of 
individuals, but I think some individuals will show guidance capabil- 
ities and the teacher will let them alone. Some individuals will not 
have that ability and cannot be let alone, but we would like to get 
the individual and lead him on if he is ready. When I said she ex- 
pected progress you might be interested to know that we have a setup 
of parallel courses which are not accredited. I have been making a 
practice of it for three years. 


There are other reasons why we do it. We have had a great deal 
of trouble in filling the freshman schedule. When I came to Cham- 
paign, our medium was very much below the medium in this institution. 
One of our big jobs was to raise our mediums. Another year in school 
and the youngster can work to pay his tuition here. We say something 
like this to them: "We can make a selective scheme with this new 
outlook, if you are willing to put your soul, effort, and ability in 
it. We want to prepare you, but in order to do that you will have to 
take these courses and you will have to fulfill a course or you may 
not be able to go to the University. Here is a whole list of things 
that are not for University classes." We hope that by doing that we 
can intensify the preparatio for the University. 


QUESTION: How long have you had this in operation? 


ANSWER: This is the third year. If we find we are making a 
mistake we start over again, but I should say this is the third year 
of actual experiment. As he knows, we try to find through him just 
what he needs, and try to get it to him. Still students remain in 
school until they are 16 or 17. 


QUESTION: Just what do you do in your home room? I would like 
to know what you expect. 


ANSWER: That is a long story. A committee of vocational teach- 
ers work out a number of units which they think to be practical for 
future work, things they ought to know about Champaign High School. 
They might give reasons for character building and various things. 

A teacher isn't compelled to do the same things that the other 
teachers are doing. We have no certain program. 


QUESTION: You do not have mimeographed materials? 


ANSWER: If you are interested in that material we will 9upply 
you with samples. I believe some of our charts will offer good 
suggestions. 


QUESTION: Does the Junior High School have a separate outline 
like this? 


ANSWER: Our Junior High School is comparatively new, and is 
coming right along. 


We also send information sheets. Then the student council bring: 
them up to the high school on an orientation tour. These students 
are brought up to Senior High in the spring before they leave the 
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Junior High School. The Senior High School students explain to the 
Junior High School students what it is allabout. 


One of the basic texts that I know of (which isn't new now, but 
it does give the specific instances) is "Guidance in Secondary Schools 
It is well worth reading. Margaret Corey has done a fine job on the 
principal's behalf. 


I know students that spoke about the type Speakers that come to 
assemblies. You can make your own outline. I do not have any of the 
outlines used in these explanatory courses. The main thing in getting 
a speaker is to get a man who can give a practical talk on the par- 
ticular subject. That is the reason for giving them an outline to 
follow. 


103 New Agriculture Building 
July 15, 1938 
2:00 p.m. 
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CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF INSTRUCTION 
Presents Lecture 14 
SOCIAL STUDIES GROUP 


SUBJECT: Descriptions of Guidance Programs Being Used 
in Two High Schools. 


GUIDANCE IN THE ROBINSON HIGH SCHOOL, WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE TO THE WORK IN SOCIAL STUDIES 


by 
Ralph Stringer 


When it comes to reporting a specific activity one is faced with 
the necessity of making some definite statements about what has been 
done. In that connection I am often reminded of a report that I had 
to make at one time. I had been president of the Rotary Club and the 
District Governor had asked me to report on what had been done. The 
year seemed to have been crowded with a great many activities, but 
when it came to listing these activities, I found I didn't have very 
much of a list to make. The same thing is true of my list of activi- 
ties in my school. The things that may be worthwhile may not be 
placed exactly where they should be, but may be functioning to a 
worthwhile degree in the lives of our pupils. When it comes to mak- 
ing a concise statement, we find that our contribution is rather 
meager. With that in mind, I come before you this afternoon, not as 
a member of the social science group, but as a school administrator. 


Thinking on guidance is rather hazy. But this is not at all sur- 
prising. Here's a definition of guidance from acurrent book that, I 
think is about as good as any: "Guidance is the act of assisting the 
student to realize his capacity to the fullest extent." When you 
think of that in its fullest implication, it becomes evident that any 
good teacher is a teacher of guidance. Many teachers take a real int- 
erest in assisting young people to "realize their capacity to the 
fullest extent." I immediately find myself aligned with the group 
that says guidance is a necessary function of the teacher, and is an 
act which must be repeated time after time throughout the school year - 
even throughout the day - by the skillful teacher. There just doesn't 
seem to be any way for the teacher to get rid of guidance in the 
classroom. 


Here are some things which the teacher might include in educa- 
tional guidance: choice of course, selection of materials to be used 
in these courses, general direction of classroom work. One important 
function of the teacher is to determine what materials shall be used 
in the particular class, how they will be selected, in what form and 
organization she will require them. Those are some thingswhich come 
under educational guidance. After all, we recognize that as one of 
the major functions of our schools. 


social guidance is another problem. Help young people of your 
group to do right thinking socially. One of the problems of young 
people is to find themselves socially, and the teacher, by a word her 
and there, is able to direct their activities, and to help them be- 
come fully adjusted before they get out of high school. The organiza. 
tion of social activities within a school is Important. We have foun 
in some of our schools, upon doing some of the things which are 
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designed to assist people to acquire social grace rapidly, some of 
the barriers were broken down, and such things as parties and social 
dancing have been introduced. All these have functioned as devices 
for the development of social graces. 


The matter of health is another matter where we may give voca- 
tional guidance and leadership guidance. In these times when we have 
so many people who claim to be leaders, it is good to have in mind 
some of the things which are involved in good leadership. We should 
be able to recognize good leadership in order to lead us in the pro- 
per direction. 


Then, the matter of personal adjustment is always the most im- 
portant function of guidance supervised by the teacher. It has been 
said that the most effective person to assist in the guidance of an 
individual is a teacher in whose work that individual is succeeding. 
In other words, if a pupil is succeeding in a course, that teacher is 
in a better strategic position to give effective guidance than if he 
were failing. 


What are some of the contributions which social science may make 
in matters of guidance? There is not very much difference between 
social science, physical science, and mathematics in the matter of 
the type of guidance which can be given. In the first place, we 
should give general advice and help in teaching young people the pro- 
per habits of work. The methods used in the study of social science 
would be decidedly different from the methods used in the study of 
mathematics. But, nevertheless, a social science teacher must devote 
a great deal of time and attention to developing the proper methods 
of organization for work and study. Regardless of what type of in- 
struction you use in your classroom there must be some adjustment 
made to your type of work. Young people constantly have difficulty 
in shifting from one teacher to another, because they do not realize 
that different teachers have different mehods of instructing. Social 
science must, if it is to be effective, instruct the students in the 
proper method of work. I think the social science teacher is able 
to develop proper attitudes better than the teacher of any other 
course in the school. 


That isn't done necessarily by preaching, but it is done by hav- 
ing those attitudes prevail within a classroom. For instance, there 
are very important rights of individuals which are frequently in op- 
position in classrooms - freedom of speech, for example, That right 
is violated in schools more than anywhere else, because youngsters 
are not allowed to say what they think. Discipline, of course, is 
one of the important things in connection with the right of freedom 
of speech. One must instruct the young people in the proper attitude 
for expressing their thoughts. Social science deals with a great man 
conflicting subjects. Social science must permit a pupil to speak 
his mind, and, if he is wrong, to set him right by pointing out the 
alternatives to his particular idea. I believe that argument should 
encourage rather than discourage the student. Skilled guidance is 
needed, however, to prevent argument from becoming violent and physi- 
Cal. 


There are a great many opportunities in social science for dis- 
cussing controversial issues. This doesn't mean that I believe all 
controversial issues should be brought into the discussion by the 
children, but I do believe that when they arise, they should be 
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discussed. Ina social science class I taught last year, we discusse 
the problems and attitudes of equality of races. One individual said 
that he liked negroes, but wouldn't want to sit next to one ina 
class. Another one said it didn't make any difference to him, as we 
have no negroes in this community. Perhaps the discussion would have 
been more heated, had we been further south. At any rate, it gave us 
an opportunity to discuss this matter of racial equality and inter- 
marriage in this social science class. I found no difficulty in 
bringing those ideas to the attention of young people, because they 
were willing to reason. 


One very difficult situation is to maintain the proper attitude 
toward various religious beliefs; and if we don't succeed, through 
the program of guidance, in bringing that proper attitude to our youn: 
people, we will go on the rocks so far as our religious freedom is 
concerned. We must tolerate the beliefs of other people. We must 
teach our young people to tolerate the beliefs of other people and 
not to feel that people of one particular belief are definitely align. 
ed to go to the devil and all others are going to heaven without much 
effort on their part. We have those prejudices. They are prevalent 
in many communities. Social science can do away with these prejudice 
by bringing before the young people the fact that everyone has a 
right to believe regarding religious matters as he sees fit. 


We are able to bring to people the idea of equality in social 
problems. There we can point out the fact that everyone has the op- 
portunity to make progress. He may not have the original ability to 
go as far as his neighbor, but he has the right to try, and we would 
not condemn him.for making an attempt to do so. 


Another important contribution, it seems to me, is that of regard 
for law. That is an important problem. By bringing before our young 
people the fact that law is a serious matter and if bad laws are oc- 
Casionally made and placed on the statute books, they are sooner or 
later ignored and erased from the books; that it is rather a bungling 
process, but the fact that law has made steps forward through the 
ages is a guarantee of our right to live and maintain definite equal- 
ity. We like to discuss these things that can really be brought be- 
fore the students in the proper light, if we are willing to do so. 

It seems to me these are the important contributions that a social 
science teacher may make. That is just as much effective guidance as 
teaching them what the requirements are to become a brick layer or to 
engage in any other type of vocational activity. 


To those of you who might ask just how much we have done and what 
we have accomplished in the way of guidance in our school, may I say 
that it is impossible to determine just how much guidance does go on 
in the school during the day. It would be impossible to ask every 
teacher to report every guidance situation which he has encountered 
each day. It is not necessarily a thing that can be surveyed in that 
particular way, because every human contact has an effect upon both 
persons involved. 


I picked up a boy this morning, on the outskirts of our town, and 
brought him to Champaign. He had left our school two years ago and 
had entered school in the northern part of the state. In the course 
of our conversation I told him some of the things that I thought about 
him as a ninth and tenth grader. He didn't seem to be getting along 
very well. He was rather indifferent concerning his subjects. He had 
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enrolled in four different schools. Finally, he found. himself and 
was graduated with rather high honors for his school year, I knew 
about that record. He opened up and told me several things about what 
he thought of his first two years in high school. Out of that I se- 
cured some very valuable information about what young people thought 
of me, and I think he secured some rather important information about 
what his teachers thought of him. That contact between former teacher 
and former pupil resulted ina good guidance situation. 


Those situations prevail wherever two people come together. The 
teacher, because of superior experience and superior information, 
should have more effect on the pupil than the pupil on the teacher, 
but both should learn something from the contact. We should bring in 
as much vocational training as we can, in our guidance program. We 
should try to teach things in social science which would be of voca- 
tional interest later. A young man who was in my social science 
course decided that he would like to go into social service work and 
he is now in the University, studying this problem, not necessarily 
because we presented the material ina particularly effective way, 
but because he had a fine altruistic attitude toward life, and a de- 
sire to be of service. He did not want to become a Y.M.C.A. secre- 
tary, but he wished to become an active social worker. 


There are more applications for social science teaching positions 
than any other subject, unless it is English. People are interested 
in history and social science, as connected subjects, and as teaching 
vocations. Directly out of social study might develop newspaper work. 
Sometimes I think it would be better for newspaper editors to have 
very capably directed courses in social science than in journalism, 
because sometimes they know how to write, but have nothing to write 
about. An individual who is well-trained in social economics and law 
would make a far better newspaper man than one who is trained in the 
vocation of journalism alone. Law certainly is one of the social 
sciences. It may be pointed out to young people that those matters 
related directly to the study of law and to the study of politics, 
are very closely tied up with the study of social science. 


In our school we have good guidance situations, because we have 
teachers who are in sympathy with the problems of young people, who 
are able to discuss those problems individually, and who are able to 
instruct those young people as to how to study and to organize their 
material. We feel that that is one of the most important opportuni- 
ties that we have as social science teachers. We present vocational 
material such as I have described to you. 


Those are the things which we definitely do so far as the mech- 
anics of the situation are concerned. Guidance in our school is di- 
vided. Thus, actual responsibility is divided between two persons. 
The Dean of Girls, who is also the head of our social science depart- 
ment, is in charge of our guidance program. Of course, we expect all 
other teachers to develop the vocational aspects of their courses, 
and we expect them to maintain the guidance situation within their 
classrooms, which makes conditions ideal for work. 
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GUIDANCE IN THE ANNA-JONESBORO HIGH SCHOOL,WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE WORK IN SOCIAL STUDIES 


by 
Ray Williams 


Some time ago the Anna-Jonesboro track team was competing in 
the state finals here. Now and then the amplifier would blare out 
with, "So-and-so from Anna Jonesboro, third," or "So-and-so from Anns. 
Jonesboro, fifth." Finally, some chap who was about "three sheets in 
the wind" jumped up and yelled, "Where in the hell is Anna-Jonesboro?* 


Perhaps many of you feel the same way. Suffice it to say that 
we are in the southern part of the state, our high school being sit- 
uated between two communities whose total population is about six 
thousand. Our school enrollment varies between four and five hundred. 
Ours is a rural community, general employment being supplemented by a 
shoe factory, state hospital, box factory,and kindred shipping and 
trucking interests. Farming is one of the leading occupations. 


I am not attempting to defend our program. I am just reporting 
what it is. The general guidance program carried out through our 
social studies attempts to direct student thinking; to be a definite 
aid in the formation of pupil decisions and attitudes, rather than a 
source of boundless factual material. 


The adult conception of a school usually means the type of 
school, good or bad, that person attended. Anna is the seat of the 
old Union Academy; therefore, the concensus of adult opinion is that 
a secondary school is a place where the classics are taught. Five 
years ago, more than half of our students took Latin. With the 
stressing of guidance in our social studies, this group has dwindled 
to less than one-fifth. 


The social science subjects offered are community civics, socio- 
logy, economics, advanced civics, history, and vocational guidance. 
Student interest is good; sixty or seventy persons sometimes enroll 
for one class. American History is the only required subject. 


The first, and possibly the most important in attitude forming, 
of the social science grap, is designated as community civics. The 
class is open to all freshmen, algebra being shifted to the second 
year, and to maladjusted sophomores. Students who have been failures 
or disciplinary problems are urged to enroll in this class. 


As a text we have been using "My Worth to the World" by Capen 
and Melchior, supplemented by "Social Studies” by William McAndrew, 
"The Student Thinks it Through" by Perkins, and "Case Studies for 
Classes in Civics" by Morgan. Two chapters, "You and Your Politics" 
and "Your Life Goes on," from the McAndrew "Social Studies" text were 
particularly successful in stimulating student thinking. The book 
is published with or without Dr, Thurman B. Rice's contribution, "Yow 
Life Goes On." I suggest that by all means the edition which includes 
this chapter should be used. 


We found films and film strips both prditable and popular. The 
use of a film strip machine with sound accompaniment proved one of 
our most successful factors in the forming of safety attitudes. Local 
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insurance agents will gladly procure these films, which contain a 
minimum of advertising matter. Many good films may also be obtained 
from Federal Government agencies. During the second semester a 
schedule of one visual education period each week was followed. 

/ 


Broadly, the purpose of the class is a consideration of the stu- 
dent's problems with the idea of self-solution. Aid is given the 
pupil in making his own adjustments during this formative period, 
through a frank open discussion of all questions, regardless of how 
trivial. The second or third week of school, students are given blank 
unmarked sheets of paper with the understanding that under no circun- 
stances are names or other means of identity to be used. They are 
then asked to write or print any question or questions concerning 
school life that may be in their minds, This is purely a voluntary 
exercise. Blank sheets may be returned if the pupil so desires. 

They understand that these questions are to be used for class discus- 
sions and that the writer's identity will never be ascertained. Here 
are some sample questions: 


Why is it necessary for a boy who works two hours every after- 
noon to be in a gym class? 

Why should a high school student get one of those suits they 
wear in physical education? 

Why should anyone go to school, anyway? (Right here I would 
like to mention that we found the best student answer to that ques- 
tion in McAndrew's Social Studies. The chapter on "What You Can Make 
High Schools Do" is an excellent discussion along this line) 

Why is Miss Blank so strict in the study hall? 

Is a boy locked down upon because he is on the N.Y.A.? 

Should a high school boy smoke? Why or why not? 

Why is there so much talk about make-up? Don't girls have the 
right to wear it if they want to? 

Why do older people think there is harm in going to night clubs? 

Why do Republicans dislike Democrats? 

Why do women insist on men's wearing ties? 

Why do teachers have different rules for classroan behavior? 


Class opinion is obtained and @tailed discussion given each ques- 
tion submitted. In many casee, the class must be thoroughly prepared 
before the question is presented. 


Another example of class discussion projects is taken from "The 
Student Thinks it Through," by Perkins. 


An Inferiority Complex 


"Mary Sloan, a high school junior, had what is com- 
monly called an inferiority complex. She was painfully 
@lf-conscious. She dreaded going in to greet people who 
visited in her home. She seldom attended school affairs, 
and when she did, she would just look on rather than par- 
ticipate. When called upon for an oral English theme , 
she would be so terror-stricken that she would say un- 
prepared" rather than stand up and give it. The girl had 
but few friends and lived largely within herself. 


Three questions are then presented for discussion: 


1. Are inferiority complexes common among high school pupils? 
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@. What causes lack of confidence? 

3. How may lack of confidence be overcome? 

Then the class is asked to vote yes or no on the following state- 
ments: ae 


Should a pupil who lacks confidence favor himself by avoiding 
situations that are hard for him? 


Is it possible to acquire self-confidence by learning to do 
things well? 


Will acting as if you had confidence help you to gain confidence’ 


Other guidance material of particular interest along this line 
is to be found in "Boy Dates Girl," a collection of articles by Gay 
Head which were published in the Scholastic magazine, 


Student situations for discussion are chosen from évery school 
or home activity. Such topics as "Why Students Fail," "How to Study 
Effectively," and "What is School Spirit" are given recitation time. 
A direct correlation from behavior to citizenship to government 
is made in this class. 


Our vocational guidance class is open to juniors and seniors. 
Students who have trouble making adjustments and those without a def- 
inite pattern of life are given preference in enrolling for this 
Class. No text is used. A work book along with a reference library 
which is placed in the study hall under student supervision, is sup- 
plemented by a monograph series published by the Morgan-Dillon Com- 
pany and a Careers Research Monograph group furnished by the Institutc 
for Research. 


General discussions of personality traits and tests, self-analy- 
sis, and character improvement take the first two weeks of the course. 
An interesting personality test may be given by having the group draw 
or select names of classmates. This name, of course, must be someone 
with whom the writer is well acquainted. The class is pledged to 
secrecy and the students make a serious attempt to answer ten ques- 
tions concerning the person drawn. The questions concern condition 
of fingernails, shoes, hair, dress, general appearance, temper, abil- 
ity to express oneself, sound of voice, manner of walking, etc. Ten 
pereant is allowed for each question and after the final grades are 
tabulated the test is brought to the desk and distributed by the in- 
structor to the subject. The teacher does not examine the names or 
grades, and the students do not know the person who has given them 
their rating. Some interesting discussions will follow this type of 
eta If you really want to have some fun, place your own name on 
this list. 


This work is followed by a conference with each individual at 
which time consideration is given to many of the questions brought 
out in class. Halitosis fears are also squashed and a thorough ex- 
pianation of the cleansing action of soap is sometimes explained. 
Following these interviews we plunge into the consideration of various 
vocations. The panel discussion method was found to be the most prac- 
tical for a class of thirty or more. Panel subjects are posted on 
the bulletin board with the student privilege of choosing their own 
position. The panel is seated at a long table before the class. 
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They are aware that unpreparedness simply means that the remaining 
portion of the class will place them on the spot. Surprising results 
may be obtained through this method. 


This year's class felt that great benefit was dered from the 
broadcasts over radio station WILL by the staff of the University of 
Illinois. These were on the air one day each week from ten-thirty 
until eleven o'clock. A shorthand student recorded the work and 
tests wre given covering the material the following day. The discus- 
sions by the school of agriculture and the school of music were ex- 
ceptionally good. The university deans also answered many student 
questions. One criticism offered by a pupil concerning these broad- 
casts was that now and then the material given bordered on propaganda. 


During the course, the demands of present day industry on its 
employees are stressed. Made to order responsibility assignments are 
given. Pressure is put on the students who lag with assignments. 
Methods of job-getting as well as job-choosing are discussed. Read- 
ing reports are required each week and a term paper is prepared fol- 
lowing a conference on subject matter. Special stress is placed on 
the idea that any business is happy to hire the person who can make 
them money. In addition to the usual vocational discussion, we spend 
two or three weeks studying colleges and universities, Costs, re- 
quirements, standings, and work offered are brought out. Correspond- 
ence schools and extension work come in for their share of the discus- 
sion. All this material is gathered and presented by students under 
faculty supervision. 


An average of thirty per cent of our graduates attend some col- 
lege or university. This has been as high as forty-three per cent. 
Within the three or four years following graduation eight to ten per 
cent are hired by the local shoe factory. Mercantile establishments, 
farms, and varied industries gradually absorb the remaining number. 
These facts are kept in mind as the voestional guidance course pro. 
gresses. 


The community employs a school nurse for first aid duties in the 
school plant and checking with the daily roll the persons on the sick 
list. Her time is divided between the treatment and prevention of 
disease and social service work. She calls at the home of all stu- 
dents on the second day of absence. She also assists in community 
- charity activities. 


Our home room program is correlated with our guidance work with 
the expectation that every student in school will be exposed toa 
certain amount of this attitude-forming discussion. The present line- 
up calls for work on "How to Study," and "How to make High School 
Adjustments" for freshmen; "Manners and Character" for sophomores; 

"Am I Getting the Most out of High School" for juniors; and "After 
High School, What?" for seniors. 


A teacher's classroom duties have been greatly lightened for the 
coming year to allow time for work with failures, maladjusted students. 
and drops. This teacher must have a car and go immediately to the 
home of pupils who have lost interest or are absent without given reas- 
on. Conferences with students who fail, bring about a better student- 
teacher relation, along with parent-teacher conversations which aid 
this type of pupil. 
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Two questions appear on every registration blank filled by the 
student. They are: ‘Are you going to college? What vocation? The 
purpose of these is not to tabulate the information gained, but sim- 
ply to keep these two items before the pupils' minds - to stimulate 
thought on these questions over a four-year period. 


* eR, 


WILLIAM HABBERTON, Chairman: One night I was chauffeuring a 
group of boys to a basketball game at a town some little distance 
from ours. After we arrived, one of the boys came up to the gymnas- 
ium, and it seems that in the course of his conversation, he rather 
badly forgot his grammar and made an obvious grammatical error. The 
coach stopped him, and called him down. The boys all responded with 
something about "that old English teacher," or ‘no use learning Eng- 
lish," and the coach said, "That is right. There's no use learning 
English in the English room at school unless you are going to prac- 
tice it all the time." It seems to me that this was a very important 
opportunity for guidance, which was met very successfully by our 
coach, All of us should be sensitive to the situation in which good 
rules of conduct should be observed. 


QUESTION: What would be your idea about having a special course 
dealing with "Problems"? If you will remember, three or four years 
back, such a situation was much talked of. As I understood it, such 
a course for seniors was suggested. I don't know whether it went in+ 
to the problem of hygiene, or not. We haven't done it yet, except 
when the problem presented itself, 


We have, through our home room activity group, been able to cope 
with general situations, such as those dealing with social graces. 
It is rather surprising how well and how quickly our students have 
picked up the proper attitudes, We also use our cafeteria as a 
training place for manners in eating. A cafeteria can be a rather 
noisy and boisterous place, unless the proper attitudes are 
maintained. 


QUESTION: Do you include such things as social graces, table 
manners, etc., in your regular course or not? 


ANSWER: We don't make it a point to touch upon these as a reg- 
ular part of our course; however, these problems are continually oc- 
curring, and we do our best to discuss and settle them during our 
class discussions. 


QUESTION: Don't you think it is largely up to the teacher, 
whether or not these problems are tactfully met and whether benefits 
are derived from the discussion? 


ANSWER: Yes it is. A good teacher is generally a good one to 
carry on guidance work, However, it is not always possible to obtain 
good teachers. In our faculty, we have eome people who don't succeed 
at all. They think that what they believe, and only what they be- 
lieve, is right. Of course, we all believe that to a certain extent, 
but we don't always assert our beliefs quite so violently. 


QUESTION: What dd you do with a pupil who doesn't show any int- 
erest in anything, doegn't contribute anything to the recitation, 
and doesn't pass anything, or show any desire to do so? 
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ANSWER: That is something beyond the jurisdiction of the person 
in charge of the social guidance program. That is a problem for the 
principal of the school and for the parents or guardians of the child. 


QUESTION: What do you think of a case like this: you all know 
the two boys about whom I speak. I taught them for four years in 
high school. During that time, they both served as class officers, 
had leads in the plays and operettas, were the outstanding athletos, 
and, without a doubt, the leaders of the school activities. Then, 
when they came to the University, neither one of them was in the leac 
That almost got them. They were so used to being leaders that they 
were not willing to follow. In fact, one of them quit school and 
came home. It was all I could do to talk him into returning to the 
University. What kind of leadership would you call that? Certainly 
the problem of thoss boys is a problem of guidance. 


ANSWER: Is it good training to train a boy or girl to be a leac 
er only, and not to be a good follower? At any rate, both boys wm 
a victory, when they did decide to come back to the University. They 
conquered something within themselves, and in 4 way, answered and 
solved their own guidance problem. 


CHAIRMAN: If there are no more questions, or opinions to be 
offered on the questions already opened up, it is time for us to 
adjourns I guess that is all. 
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